
=' \  I \
. V

1965SA TURDAY. A P R IL  10.
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T h is  i s  th e  tw e n tie th  a n n iv e r s a r y  of L y n d o n 's  e le c t io n  to  C o n g r e s s .

W e h a d  b r e a k f a s t  in  b e d  an d  th e n  d ro v e  up to  th e  s c h o o lh o u se  to  s e e  th e  la y

of th e  la n d  fo r  th e  TV  c e re m o n y  of th e  s ig n in g  o f th e  B il l  on  S un d ay  a f te rn o o n .

T h e n  th e  S h r iv e r s ,  A nne B r in k le y , L yndon , an d  I h e l ic o p te r e d  o v e r  to  C a m p

G a ry , th e  g h o s t  o f W o rld  W a r II, to  th e  d e d ic a t io n  o f a  Jo b  C o rp s  C a m p  in

th e  o ld  a u d i to r iu m . T h e re  a r e  c lo s e  to  300 b oys in  r e s id e n c e .  D r .

S in g le ta r y  i s  h e a d  o f th e  w h o le  p r o g r a m . T h ey  a r e  ta k in g  c o u r s e s  in

a u to m o b ile  m e c h a n ic s ,  sh o p  w o rk , la n d s c a p e  g a rd e n in g , an d  I  b e lie v e

a s  c o o k s  a n d  b a k e r s .  T h e re  w e re  a b o u t tw o p r a y e r s  an d  e ig h t  s p e e c h e s

b u t fo r  o n ce , n o t too m a n y . D r. S in g le ta r y  in tro d u c e d  S a r g e  S h r iv e r ,

C o n g r e s s m a n  P ic k le  in tro d u c e d  G o v e rn o r  C o n n a lly  w ho in t r o d u c e d  th e

 P r e s id e n t .

T h e  o ld  NYA w a s  c e r ta in ly  p r e s e n t  on  the  s ta g e !  J a k e  h a d  w o rk e d

f o r  i t .   John  h a d  w o rk e d  fo r  i t  a t  17 c e n ts  a n  h o u r .  L y n d o n  h a d  b e e n  .

d i r e c to r  o f i t .  I t  w a s  a  g r e a t  s e t t in g  to  show  th o s e  b o y s  w h a t o p p o r tu n ity

co u ld  m e a n  in  th e  l i f e t im e  of a  m a n - - t h r e e  w a lk in g  s u c c e s s  s t o r i e s .  T h e

C o n g re s s m a n ,  th e  G o v e rn o r , an d  th e  P r e s id e n t  h a d  h o t c o m p e t i t io n  f r o m

th e  th r e e  young  m e n  of th e  Jo b  C o rp s  w ho s p o k e - -o n e  f r o m  G e o rg ia , o n e

f r o m  L o u is ia n a , one f r o m  O k la h o m a . O ne of th e m , a  young  N e g ro , sp o k e

w ith o u t n o te s  in  a  v e r y  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  an d  p e r s u a s iv e  m a n n e r .   T h e n

L y n d o n  en d ed  h i s  s p e e c h  w ith  a  v e r y  d r a m a t ic  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  tw o

P r e s id e n t s  w ho w e r e  lo o k in g  dow n on  u s  now an d  sm ilin g  a t  th e  d a y 's
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a c h ie v e m e n t s - - P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln  an d  P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y .  I t  w a s  w e ll 

do n e  th o u g h  m e lo d r a m a t ic  an d  I h a d  to b lin k  m ig h ty  h a r d  to  k e e p  f r o m  

c ry in g .  O n ce  a g a in  I lo o k ed  a t  E u n ic e  w o n d e rin g  w h a t w as  go ing  th ro u g h  

h e r  m in d .  I  w o u ld  l ik e  fo r  th e m  to  b e  g lad  a b o u t i t  a l l .   L e a v in g , w e  

g l im p s e d  f a m i l ia r  f a c e s  in  th e  c r o w d - - M r s .  E d  C a p e , J e s s e .  I t  w a s  a  

good  fe e l in g , th a t  i t  w a s  a  go ing  c o n c e rn , th a t  th e  b o y s , s c r u b b e d  in  t h e i r  

w h ite  s h i r t s ,  w e r e  th e r e  to  l e a r n  a n d  c o m e  o u t b e t te r  an d  th e  s ta f f  w a s  

th e r e  c a p a b le  o f te a c h in g  th e m .

B a c k  in  th e  h e l ic o p te r  w e  h a d  th a t  h o lid a y  fe e lin g  th a t  w o rk  i s  o v e r ,  

l e t 's  h a v e  fun . L y n d o n  s u g g e s te d  th a t  w e f ly  to  th e  H ayw ood, h a v e  lu n c h . 

F o llo w  us th e r e .   We to o k  D r. S in g le ta ry  a long  w ith  u s .  P r e s e n t l y  A . W. 

jo in e d  u s  w ith  a  good su p p ly  of b a rb e c u e . T h e re  w as  a  b e a u t i fu l  b lu e  s e a  

of b lu e b o n n e ts  in  f r o n t  of th e  H ayw ood  h o u s e  f r in g e d  w ith  s o m e  y e llo w  

f lo w e r s .   L y n d o n  c a n  n e v e r  s ta y  aw ay  long  f r o m  th e  b o a t  so  w e  sh o w ed  

th e  S h r iv e r s L la n o  R iv e r  an d  th e  lo ts  an d  th e n  S a rg e  fo u n d  th e  w a te r  s k i i s ,  

donned a b a th in g  s u i t and skiied b e h in d  a  S e c r e t  S e rv ic e  b o a t,  do ing  h is  u s u a l  

c o m p e te n t  jo b  a t  i t .   T e x a s  w a s  n e v e r  m o r e  b e a u t i f u l - - b lu e  sk y , w e a th e r  in  

th e  u p p e r  7 0 's ,  w a te r  ta n k s  fu ll , a n d  a c r o s s  th e  la n d s c a p e--a f ie ld ,  a  p a s tu r e ,  

a  s e a  o f b lu e b o n n e ts  a g a in  an d  ag a in !

We h e l ic o p te r e d  o v e r  to  th e  D a v is  R a n c h  and  la n d e d  l ik e  so m e  g ia n t  

d r a g o n f ly  in  a  snow y  f i e ld  of w h ite  th is t le  or  M e x i c a n  p o p p ie s  a s  

th e y  a r e  o f te n  c a l l e d - - a n d  th e n  w e d ro v e  to  th e  lu sh  g r e e n  v a l le y s  a n d  th e  . 

ru g g e d  r o c k  h i l l s ,  b u t e v e r y w h e r e - - o h  g lo r io u s  s ig h t - - t h e r e - w a s  g r a s s ,  

ev en  on  th e  r o u g h e s t  h i l l s , tu ftin g  b e tw e e n  th e  ro c k s ,  m a k in g  a  r a n c h e r
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s m i le .  L y n d o n  w a s  d e lig h te d  w ith  th e  p la c e .  No d o u b t th e  s o i l  i s  th e  

b e s t  o f an y th in g  w e  h a v e  o r  a r e  t ry in g  to  buy e x c e p t th e  h o m e  p la c e .

W e h a d  th e  u n iq u e  e x p e r ie n c e  o f g e ttin g  s tu c k  on g r a s s  p u llin g  up a  

s te e p  in c l in e .  W e s to p p e d  a  m o m e n t and  th e  w h e e ls  sp u n  on  th e  th ic k  

lu s h  g r a s s .  A . W . in fo rm e d  m e - - o b v io u s ly  d e l ig h te d - - th a t  w e  h a d  

d e c id e d  to  n a m e  th e  p la c e  th e  L ong  B ra n c h . I t  h a p p e n e d  th a t  w a s  th e  

nam e, of th e  c r e e k  ru n n in g  th ro u g h  i t .  H e  w as  r e f e r r i n g  to  m e  lik in g  :

Gunsm ok e.  \  . . s:'.' ' '

A b o u t t h r e e  o 'c lo c k  w e to ld  th e  S h r iv e r s  goo d b y e . W h at a  w o r ld  

in  w h ic h  th e y  w o u ld  b e  b a c k  to  W ash in g to n  in  t im e  fo r  d in n e r!  W e e n jo y e d  

th e m . She a lw a y s  h a d  a  b o o k  a t  h e r  e lbow  an d  h e r  q u e s tio n s  w e re  a lw a y s  

in te l l ig e n t  an d  p ie r c in g .  . S o m e tim e s  sh e  s e e m s  a  l i t t l e  c a u s t ic .  H e  w o u ld  

b e  a  s u c c e s s  in  an y  f ie ld .

W e w e n t b a c k  to  th e  H ayw ood and  h a d  a  long  b o a t  r i d e - - M r .  K e lla m  

a n d  M a r ia n n e  jo in in g  u s .  W e la y  on  top  of th e  d e c k  of th e  b o a t  and  L y n d o n  

/sa id , " I f  y o u  w a n t to  know  w h a t m y  id e a  of H e av e n  i s ,  th is  i s  i t . " H e  

ta lk e d  a b o u t r e t i r i n g .  H e w a n te d  to  h a v e  a  c l a s s ,  m a y b e  tw o a t  th e

U n iv e r s i ty  o f T e x a s  an d  th e n  m a y b e  one a t  San  M a rc o s . H e  a s k e d  i f

J e s s e  c o u ld  g e t  h im  f ix e d  up an d  h e  te a s e d  h im  a b o u t how  h e  h a d  fa i le d  

to  g e t  h im  th e  P r e s id e n c y  of S an  M a rc o s .  T h a t w a s  b e fo re  th e  

a s s a s s in a t io n .   In  f a c t ,  L y n d o n  w a s  w o rk in g  s e r io u s ly  to w a rd  b e c o m in g  

^ its  P r e s i d e n t  b e fo re  N o v e m b e r 23 , P r e s id e n t  F lo w e rs  w a s  a b o u t to  r e t i r e .

•W hat a. tu r n  in  th e  w h e e l o f fo r tu n e . F o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  I  a m  b eg in n in g  to  *-
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f e e l  th a t  h e  c o u ld  r e t i r e  h a p p ily , to r a n c h in g ,  te a c h in g , w a tc h in g  th e  

b u ild in g  of th e  l i b r a r y .  V is ta s  o p e n ed  up. P e r h a p s  th e r e  w ou ld  be  a  

b o o k  o r  tw o a n d  v i s i t o r s  w o u ld  b e a t  a  p a th  to  o u r  d o o r an d  t r i p s  an d  a  

l i t t l e  b an k in g  an d  TV on  th e  s id e . W e ll, a  b o a t  i s  a  good p la c e  to  d r e a m .

M a r ia n n e  i s  s o r t  of so f t  an d  c h e e r fu l  and  p r e t ty .  I b e l ie v e  th o s e  a r e  th e  

c h ie f  q u a l i t ie s  L y n d o n  w a n ts  in  a  w om an . And how  good  a lw a y s  to h a v e  

J e s s e  w ith  u s!  A l i t t l e  b i t  h e  i s  s u r fa c in g  f r o m  the d ro w n in g  g r i e f  h e  f e l t  

w h en  L o u is e  d ie d .

W h en  d a r k  o v e r to o k  u s  w e flew  b a c k  to  th e  r a n c h  to  jo in  M r . an d  

M r s . L o n e y . She w a s  L y n d o n 's  s c h o o lte a c h e r  w h en  h e  w a s  fo u r  y e a r s  o ld  

up th e  r o a d  a  m i le .  H e  b ro u g h t h e r  to  th e  In a u g u ra tio n  o f '6 l .  She w a s  

th e r e ,  e v e r y w h e r e - - a t  th e  In a u g u ra tio n  o f '65  an d  h e r e  sh e  i s  b a c k  a t  th e  

site of h e r  s c h o o lte a c h in g  so m e  53 y e a r s  ago  to  w a tc h  th e  s ig n in g  of the

E d u c a tio n  B i l l  to m o r ro w  a f te rn o o n  a t  th e  l i t t l e  s c h o o lh o u s e - - g r a y - h a i r e d ,  

d ig n if ie d , h a v in g  m a d e  no f la s h in g  s u c c e s s  in  life , b u t s e e m in g  so  good  

a n d  s o lid  so m eh o w ._ T h e v e ry  id e a  of a  te a c h e r  o f a  one  ro o m  sc h o o l. 

A d m ir a l  R a b o r n  w a s  w ith  th e m . H e  is  go ing  to  be  th e  n ew  CIA  D ir e c to r .  

W e h a d  c a t f is h  fo r  d in n e r  and  th en  a  t r i p  dow n to s e e  C o u s in  O ri o le  fo r .  

e v e ry b o d y  b u t m e , an d  I lu x u r ia te d  in  Gun S m oke .


