
1965
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Sunday, A p r il 11 a t the ranch  on a b a lm y  A p r il day. Y e ste r d a y  

i t  had go tten  up into the 8 0 's . What m o r e  could  Lyndon w ant o f life ?  W e 

w en t to the M eth od ist C hurch a t John son  C ity , taking A nne B r in k le y  and 

A d m ira l R a b o r n  and L yndon's old sch o o ltea ch er  in  the P r im e r , M iss  

■ K ate  D ed r ick  sh e  w as then, now M rs. L o n e y --fr o m  Rough and R eady  

C a lifo r n ia --a n d  h e r  husband. W e stopp ed  by and p ick ed  up the A le x a n d e r s .

The in te r io r  o f the C hurch w a s fr e sh ly  pain ted  and qu ite n ic e .  

C ould i t  be m y  im a g in a tio n  or is  i t  tru e that John son  C ity  i s  p erk in g  up, 

c lea n in g  up, pain tin g  up, h avin g  a new  se n se  of p r id e  and com m u n ity  

sp ir it , liv in g  up to havin g  a P r e s id e n t  in  i t s  m id st  even  i f  h e  i s  ju st  

Lyndon? H e w a s born and r a ise d  h erea b o u ts . The so n g s  w e r e  the so n g s  

of m y  ch ild hood  in  the K arnack  M eth od ist C hurch, I r em em b er  th em  fa r  

b e tter  than any E p isco p a l so n g s . C om ing out w as a s low  p r o c e s s  b e c a u s e , 

L yndon r e c o g n iz e d  m any p eo p le  and stopped  to ta lk  to th em  a ll .  T he p r e s s  

w a s th ere  in  fu ll c r y  and a lso  an in sta n t crow d that had a c c u m u la te d -- 

H eaven  know s fr o m  w h e r e - - to  s e e  u s.

W e w en t b y  the old Johnson h o u se . The l i la c s  out back  a r e  a 

fou n ta in  o f la v en d er , m o s t  b eau tifu l. M rs . Johnson  w ould  b e  so  proud  

of them l And then w e w ent back to th e ranch  by the s low  w ay , t h a t i s ,  

d etou rin g  by the L ew is  p la c e . Lyndon told  the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  to ju s t  le t  

the p r e s s  in  i f  th ey  w anted  to fo llo w  h im  and th ey  sa id , "but w e 'v e  p ick ed  

up so m e  to u r is ts" . He sa id , "I don't c a r e , ju st  le t  anybody in  that w an ts
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to.” T h ere  fo llo w ed  one of the m o s t  am u s ing entourages I h a v e  ev er  . 

s e e n - - a t  le a s t  th irty  c a r s  w inding up th o se  c a lic h e  h i l l s  and down into  

the l i t t le  g r e e n  v a lle y . M iss  K ate had  run into so m e of h er  old  stu d en ts  

and so m e  o ld  fr ie n d s  in  the C hurch. It w as fu n  to w atch  how  m u ch  th is  

w a s m ean in g  to h e r .'

We had so m e  g u e s ts  a t h om e I w as v e r y  anxiou s to s e e .  Senator  

M cC arthy had b een  in  A u stin  m aking a sp eech  to the U n iv e r s ity  o f T exas  

on "An In te lle c tu a l in  P o l i t ic s .” H e w as p art of a pan el. W e had  a sk ed  

h im  out and C o n g r e ssm a n  A lb e r t  had  co m e  d ow n --b oth  o f them  to w atch  

the s ig n in g  o f the b i l l  th is  a ftern oon  and then to f ly  back  w ith  L yndon.

F or  m e  the n ex t two h ou rs w e r e  a b it of a tu rm o il in  m ak ing  

a r ra n g em en ts  about Susan . W hether and how sh e w ould f ly  back  to 

W ashington  to s ta y  a t the W hite H o u se  and attend the fu n e ra l of G en era l 

H e s te r . It w a s co m p lica ted  by the fa c t  that I y ea rn ed  to s ta y  down a few  

d ays and w ould  not be th ere  to tend to h e r - - h e r  leg  so  b ad ly  b rok en  m a k es  

i t  a p ro b lem .

A bout two th ir ty  or th ree  s e v e r a l  sch o o lb u se s  and two la r g e  

c h a r te r e d  G reyhound b u se s  r o lle d  up, debarking L yndon's fo r m e r  stu d en ts  

fr o m  C o tu lla , T ex a s , fro m  H ouston  and h is  fo rm er  c la s s m a te s  ca m e  in  

c a r s  fr o m  a ll  around th is  lo c a lity . It w as d eligh tfu l to g r e e t  G ene L a tim e r  

and h a v e  h im  s i t  by m e  at lunch, s t i l l  b o y ish  a fter  th irty  y e a r s  and to s e e  

ta ll , s t i l l  s l im  L. E . J o n es , g ra y in g , looking quite d is tin g u ish ed  and 

con fid en t, s u c c e s s f u l- - n o t  the aw kard, b rash  o u t-a t-e lb o w s  young m an
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I had know n. H is  in te lle c tu a l a b ility  a lw ays so  far ou td istan ced  h is  

s o c ia l  kn ow -h ow . One student even  c a lle d  in  and sa id  h e  w anted  to f ly  

h is  P ip e r  Cub in  fro m  Y azoo, M is s is s ip p i,  We gave h im  p e r m is s io n  to 

land , but, a la s , I n ever  ran  into h im . B e s s  and Lyndon and I had gone  

up e a r l ie r  and su rv ey ed  the grounds of the l it t le  one room  sch o o lh o u se  . 

c a lle d  the Junction  S ch o o lh o u se  w h ere  L yndon 

     w ent to M iss  K atie  D ed r ick  w hen  

h e  w a s  four y e a r s  o ld  going through the P r im e r  and the F ir s t  G r a d e  both  

in  that y e a r - -a c c o r d in g , to M iss  K atie . A fa m ily  now ow ns i t  and l iv e s  in  

i t  through the su m m er m o n th s, but i t  w as v a ca n t th is  w eek en d . T hey had  

g iv e n  us p e r m is s io n  to u se  the p r e m is e s  and w e had m ow ed  the g r a s s .  

F o rtu n a te ly  th er e  w a s  a lo v e ly  d isp la y  of y e llo w  and p u rp le  f lo w e r s  around  

the sto n e  s te p s  that led  up to the en tran ce . B e s s  had found so m e  o f the old  

double d e sk s  that w e r e  u se d  in  the sch o o l and had put one or two out fro n t. 

It w a s  an a c cu ra te , corn y , w a rm , ra th er  d e lig h tfu l settin g  for the s ig n in g  

of a  g r e a t  ed u cation  b ill, one of the lan d m ark s, one of the v ic to r ie s ,  one  

of the r e a l  tr iu m p h s to be c h e r ish e d  by the Johnson A d m in istra tio n . So 

w e a ll  co n v erg ed  on the p la ce  about 4:00 o 'c lo c k - - s o m e  300 or so  p e o p le - - 

stu d en ts, c la s s m a t e s ,  a few  p a ss in g  to u r is ts , s iz e a b le  p r e s s ,  Lyndon, 

Lynda B ird  and I and M iss  K atie. A m ong us w as a S tra w b erry  P r in c e s s  

f r o m  Poteet who had a r r iv e d  lad en .w ith  enorm ous g o rg eo u s  s tr a w b e r r ie s

as  a g if t ,  a n d  h e r  p ic tu re  m ad e w ith  Lyndon. She w as an e m is s a r y  fo r
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M r. Sam  F o r e . With, h is  dying b rea th  Mr. Fore wil l  b e  pushing so m e  lo c a l  

p rod u ct or p erso n , m ak ing h is  con trib u tion  to h is  com m u n ity  an d h is  . ' '

s ta te --and it  h a s  b een  s iz e a b le, w hat w ith  a P r e s id e n t  and a G overn or and 

a F e d e r a l Judge am ong h is  b o y s .

We brought, up a p icn ic  tab le  and b en ch es  fro m  the ran ch , L yndon  

sa t  down at i t  fa c in g  the TV c a m e r a s . M iss  K atie , d ign ified  and v e r y  sw e e t , ' 

sa t  down by h im . H e m a d e  a  sm a ll sp eech  about w hat edu cation  had m ea n t' , 

to h im , about the b il l , g iv in g  m uch c r e d it  to th e C o n g r e ss , about how  m u ch  

h e  w anted  to fu rth er  and b roaden  ed ucation  through the en tire  w arp  and w o o f I 

of our nation . T hen h e  sig n ed  it  and gave the pen, the on ly  one, to M is s  

K a tie . A b r ie f  c erem o n y , but a m o m en t to r em em b er . T hen th ere  w a s a 

g r e a t  shaking of hands and I w en t around g r ee tin g  a ll  of the L a tin o s fro m  

C otu lla  and try in g  to m ake up for not having b een  p r e se n t  e v e r y  m o m en t  

w hen  the c o o k ie s  and co ffe e  w e r e  p a sse d  to the g u e s ts  in  the ran ch h ou se  

yard . And Lyndon announced to the group of n ew sp a p erm en  that h e  had  

ju s t  m a d e  A d m ira l Rab orn  h ead  of CIA and M r. H e lm s  h is  D eputy. T hat 

w a s the seco n d  b ig  n ew s of the day. M iss  K atie  lin g ered , but the r e s t  o f 

us w ent h u r r ie d ly  back  to the ranch to savor ev er y  m in u te  of the sun  and 

Lyndon took A d m ira l R a b o r n  and M r. H e lm s, A . W. and J e s s e ,  Senator  

M cC arthy and C o n g r e ssm a n  A lb er t w ith  h im  in  one h e lic o p te r  and I 

fo llo w e d  a s  soon  a s  I cou ld  change in to  ranch  c lo th e s  w ith  M a ria llen ,

A nne B r in k le y  and L ynda. Such a joy  to h a v e  h er  h e r e !  W e rod e  o v er  the 

D a v is  R anch  and O kam oto go t so m e w on d erfu l p ic tu r e s  of Lynda ly in g  in
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the b lu eb on n ets w ith  a s ta g e  se ttin g  of crook ed  liv e o a k s , b o u ld ers  along  

a w ind ing c re e k , and a blue sky  fu ll of flu ffy  w hite  c lo u d s .

Then w e  h u r r ie d  to the lak e to w atch  the su n se t fr o m  the boat. 

L ynda sa id , a s  I h a v e  o ften  sa id  w ry ly , that w e ru sh  m a d ly  to r e s t ,  that 

w e a r e  a lw a y s in  a m ovin g  v e h ic le  and so  w e a r e . B ut w hat n ic e r  m o v in g  

v e h ic le  than the boat going s lo w ly , the L lano R iv er  turn ing s c a r le t  w ith

/y«. . ■
the su n se t w ith  P a c k  Saddle M ountain l im n ed sh a rp ly  a g a in st the sky, a  

-^ lu m in o u s  th re e  qu arter m oon  w hen you  look  down tow ard the C o lo ra d o .

A s w e  la y  on the d eck  o f the boat, the s m e l l  of the b lu eb onn et f ie ld s - - b u f fa lo  

c lo v e r  i s  w hat th ey  r e a lly  a r e - - w a s  h eavy  in  the a ir . Lyndon sa id , "T his  

i s  w hat I c a l l  H eaven ." He told C a r l and Senator M cC arthy that h e  w a s  go in g  

to b e  a te a c h e r , co m e  back  h e r e  and l iv e . He i s  gettin g  m o r e  and m o r e  

e n th u s ia st ic  about it . It w ould be a g rea t c o u r se ! He took A nne B r in k le y  

r id in g  in  th e l it t le  am p hib ious car  to the h ila r ity  o f everyb od y , stopp ed  

by M ary M a rg a r e t's  h o u se  and w atch ed  TV a few  m in u te s , and then w e  

retu rn ed  to the ranch  and to dinner, w hich  w as in ev ita b ly  ham  s in c e  I had  

baked up th ree  en orm ou s h a m s a g a in st the p o s s ib il ity  that a la r g e  p a r t o f  

the 250 or so  p eo p le  m ig h t lin g er  on to .the dinner h ou r- - o ne of the h a z a r d s  

around h e r e  you n ev er  know. Thank H ea v en s , h am  f r e e z e s  w e ll .

Lynda B ird  and I found w illin g  b r id ge  p a r tn e r s - -C a r l ,  Senator  

M cC arthy, M a r ia llen , f iv e  o f  u s cut in  and out. It i s  m y  fa v o r ite  end of  

the day. Then w hen the r e s t  o f them  w en t to s e e  O r io le  I w en t to bed.

T h ere  cou ld  not be a hap pier d a y --th e  E ducation  B il l  for w ork  and r id in g  

on th e r iv e r  for  p la y !


