g

‘ a‘very well k}ept green and flowe_ry lawn w1th a ra11road track running

it, who was obviously no curator but then there was &ery little there r_eally. o
Preeident Eisenhower had been born there but he had left when he was

~ seven months old so in no way remembered it, It was just a town's
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' My second da.y: of vacation. I had called Liz Odom, an old standby

 for so.dden trips, ahd asked her to save the day. ,sb after a boring two.

vhours" out for a hairdo in Au.stin she and Jes_sie Hunter and Lynda Bird and

I flew to Demson—- us to see the E1senhower b1rthp1ace wh11e Dale took .‘
Lynda B1rd back to Dallas to do some shoppmg at Nelmans. It was an

nterestmg expenence, a s1mp1e 11tt1e Wh1te house W1th three gables and

within twenty feet of the front porch and a friendly, capab_le wornah'keeping -

effort to make a President belong to them and a good effort it-was. Furniture

"~ of the day gathereci together hy the toWnSpeople.. The Gold Star’Moth'ers
" had been the drivi'ng force. Only two thmgs bespoke the life that had been
' 11ved there-—an old fashion éi'omotype p1cture of Pres1dent Elsenhower s N

mother and father and a quilt she had made in the' young days of her

marriage, helped, so this card said, by her young sons.

~Jessie and I learned a good deal about no ~smok1ng// ,\exit”signs and

a fountain, how to hand'le the public, v how rnany eome, what' days are the’

most pOpular, I also came away with a rather puffed up feelmg that we S

really have someth:mg to be proud of both at the b1rthp1aCe house and at i;.
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Johnson City, and ‘rather'satls‘fied with all of the work I have 'put'-"into

it and very g_ratyeful for the talent Lucia has put into it and wo'r_k on her

and Birge's part more than anyone.'

" about arch1tects,€.n preparatmn for a recomrnéndatlon for the J’ohnson oo o

O

‘Iby Amon Carter to f1nd buy, and hold thls beautrful site, many acres, -
" in the popul%mlddle of a growmg c1ty--Fort Worth Now it is an art

, complex, the park the chlldren 5 museum, the Wlll Rogers Aud1tor1um,

"and very.pretty. - She took us through and told us a lot about the museum,

that 1t takes two-thu'ds of the space to do the work and one-thu'd to show

Johnson and taken through for a wonderful tour. 4 m-ml-y wanted to see

it because 1t had been bu11t by Ph1111p J’ohnson and I must learn somethmg -

the exh1b1ts. I thought it was all exh1b1ts.!' It 1s no mausoleum certamly.

- We had lunch at Holiday Inn. I was ‘unrecognized In fact, I had
the bl1ssful feelmg I had parked thlS t1t1e 11ke a heavy coat in the closet

'and started walkmg hghtly in the Texas sun. : lThen we. went to Fort Worth

to the Museum of the Southwest to be greeted at the door by Ruth Carter ' "f e

e LA e oot st A -
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L1brar_y.' Th:Ls was a gem of a bu1ldmg, but the greatest gem of all was

the ,foresight, the da_ring, the vismn, _the toughness it must- have taken -

and about to be bu1lt K1mba11 Museum, I thlnk the name 1s,,\a great I

--—#"

legacy for h1s c1tyl\and 1t was h1s. o

*'R_uth has inherited many of his Qualitles; - She is capable,. a-driver




'rnerxiory'more on-'the 'past‘ and Ruth‘s so muchon .the preeent an'd futurrer
"I‘h1s bu11d1ng, elegant S1mp1e, 1mag1nat1ve, 1s a gem and the pla.ntlng a .

7 .perfect sett1ng for 1t We drove on to 1"-& and I had a bnef tlme in

o for a whlle/\ small success but fun to see MlSS Gr1ff1th and Dorothy Parker

“a.nd then we ﬂewf.to Austin. ; What a'good' companion Liz Odom'-is. ,We-

| restaurant M1 Casa, Su Casa-- wonderful for atmosphere and good
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They‘hau'e consytant‘i‘yvohang—ing e:_chibits andthey send many th1ngson i
‘tour;”.As' the narne says, they,specialiue in paintin,éa ‘of the SOuthweet;
°Wnif.1'é many’ R‘e‘mingtons and R‘lis.sollsr a‘ndvl‘[‘ was particularly deligh’ted' SR
with the.watercolors, which; .was cornpleteiy unf'arniliar-withv by Russeli.

—

" Ruth's mother, Mrs., Carter, came down--pretty, vivacious, her

v, .Neimans. So much is the same one almost forgets, but some thlngs have AT |

changed AsI turned the corner I looked 1nst1nct1ve1y for the portra1t
of Mrs. _Nelman. It is gone. It burned

W e got word that tornadoes were in the a1r, but st111 we' shopped

—

remlm.sced about various tr1ps. We.had a_ drink in' route, 'and then When Rk

we landed Jess’e Jomed us and the Deathes and we went toa new Span1sh

‘ enough food and enJoyed tacas and ench11adas as only a Texan long away
can and on to the ranch to bed makmg Jessie/\who has found a strange

. new oareer as curator rather‘la.te in life spend the mght .w1th me becausye

it'.wa:s too late,f.o:ru her to ‘driy;e to Johnson City.




