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TUESDAY. A P R IL  13

My second  day of vaca tion . I had ca l le d  L iz  Odom, an  old s tandby 

fo r  sudden  t r i p s ,  and  a s k e d  h e r  to  sa v e  th e  day . So a f t e r  a  b o r in g  two 

h o u rs  out fo r  a  h a ird o  in  A u s tin  sh e  an d  J e s s i e  H un ter  and L ynda B ird  and 

I  f lew  to  D en iso n — us to  s e e  th e  E ise n h o w e r  b i r th p la c e  w h ile  D ale  took 

L ynda  B ird  b ack  to  D a lla s  to  do so m e  shopping a t  N e im an s .  I t  w as  a n  

in t e r e s t in g  e x p e r ie n c e ,  a  s im p le  l i t t l e  w hite  house  w ith  t h r e e  gab les  an d  

a  v e ry  w e ll  k ep t  g r e e n  and  f lo w e ry  law n w ith  a  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k  runn ing  

w ith in  tw en ty  fe e t  of th e  f ro n t  p o rc h  and  a  f r ie n d ly ,  cap ab le  w o m an  keep ing  

i t ,  who w as  obviously  no c u r a to r  but th e n  t h e r e  w as  v e ry  l i t t l e  t h e r e  r e a l ly .  

P r e s i d e n t  E ise n h o w e r  had b een  b o rn  t h e r e  bu t he had le f t  w hen  he w as  

sev en  m o n th s  o ld  so  in  no w ay  r e m e m b e re d  i t .  I t  w as  j u s t  a  to w n 's  

e f fo r t  to  m a k e  a  P r e s i d e n t  belong to  th e m  and  a  good e f f o r t  i t  w a s .  F u r n i tu r e  

of th e  day  g a th e re d  to g e th e r  by th e  tow nspeop le .  The Gold S ta r  M o th e rs  

had b een  th e  d r iv in g  fo rc e .  Only tw o th in g s  b espoke  th e  l ife  th a t  had b een  

l iv ed  t h e r e - - a n  old  fa sh io n  chrom otype  p ic tu re  of P r e s id e n t  E is e n h o w e r 's  

m o th e r  and  f a th e r  and  a  qu ilt  she  had m a d e  in  th e  young days of h e r  

m a r r i a g e ,  he lped , so th is  c a r d  sa id ,  by h e r  young so n s .

J e s s i e  and I l e a rn e d  a good d ea l  a b o u t  "no sm oking" and "exit" s igns  and  

a  founta in , how to  hand le  th e  p u b lic ,  how m an y  com e, w hat days  a r e  th e  

m o s t  p o p u la r .  I  a l s o  c a m e  aw ay  w ith  a  r a t h e r  puffed up fee l in g  th a t  we 

r e a l ly  have so m eth in g  to  b e  p ro u d  of, bo th  a t  th e  b i r th p la c e  h ouse  and  a t
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Jo h n so n  C ity , and  r a t h e r  s a t i s f ie d  w ith  a l l  of th e  w o rk  I have p u t  into 

i t  and  v e ry  g ra te fu l  f o r  th e  ta le n t  L u c ia  has p u t  into i t  and w o rk  on h e r  

and  B i r g e 's  p a r t  m o r e  th an  anyone.

We  had  lunch  a t  H oliday  Inn. I w as  u n re c o g n ized .  In  fa c t ,  I  had 

the  b l i s s fu l  fee l in g  I had p a rk e d  th is  t i t l e  l ike  a  heavy coa t in  th e  c lo se t  

and  s t a r t e d  w alk ing  ligh tly  in  th e  T e x as  sun. T hen we w en t to  F o r t  W orth  

' to  th e  M u seu m  of th e  Southw est to  be  g r e e te d  a t  th e  door by  R uth  C a r t e r  

Jo h n so n  and ta k e n  th ro u g h  fo r  a  w onderfu l  to u r .  I  w an ted  to  s e e  

i t  b e c a u s e  i t  had b e e n  b u il t  by P h i l l ip  John so n  and  I m u s t  l e a r n  so m e th in g  

about a r c h i t e c t s  and museum type buildings in p r e p a r a t io n  fo r  a  re c o m m e n d a t io n  fo r  th e  Jo h n so n  

L ib r a r y .  T h is  w as  a  g em  of a bu ild ing , but th e  g r e a te s t  g e m  of a l l  w as  '' 

th e  fo re s ig h t ,  th e  d a r in g ,  th e  v is ion , th e  to u g h n ess  i t  m u s t  have ta k e n  

by  A m on C a r t e r  to  find , buy, and hold th is  b eau tifu l  s i te ,  m a n y  a c r e s ,  - 

in  th e  populous ̂ m i d d l e  of a  g row ing c i t y - - F o r t  W orth . Now i t  i s  an  a r t  

com plex , th e  p a r k ,  th e  c h i ld re n 's  m u se u m , th e  W ill R o g e rs  A u d ito r iu m , 

and  abou t to  be  built--the K im b a ll  M u s e u m ,  I th ink  th e  nam e i s - - a  g r e a t  

le g acy  fo r  h is  city--and  i t  w as  h is .

R uth  has in h e r i te d  m a n y  of his  q u a l i t ie s .  She is  cap a b le ,  a  d r iv e r  

and v e ry  p r e t ty .  She took  us th ro u g h  and  to ld  us a  lo t abou t th e  m u se u m , 

th a t  i t  t a k e s  tw o - th i rd s  of th e  sp ace  to  do th e  w o rk  and o n e - th i r d  to  show 

th e  e x h ib i ts .  I  thought i t  w as  a l l  e x h ib i ts ! I t  i s  no m a u so le u m  c e r ta in ly .
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T h e y  h ave  c o n s ta n t ly  changing  exh ib its  and th e y  send  m a n y  th ings  on 

to u r .  A s th e  n am e  s a y s ,  th ey  s p e c ia l iz e  in  p a in t in g s  of th e  Southw est,  

owning m a n y  R em in g to n s  and  R u s s e l l s ,  and  I w as  p a r t i c u la r l y  d e ligh ted  

w ith  th e  w a te r c o lo r s ,  w hich  I w as  c o m p le te ly  u n fa m il ia r  w ith  by  R u s s e l l .

R u th ’s m o th e r ,  M r s . Nenetta C a r t e r , c a m e  d o w n - -p re t ty ,  v iv ac io u s ,  h e r  

m e m o ry  m o r e  on th e  p a s t  and R u th 's  so  m uch  on th e  p r e s e n t  an d  fu tu re .  

T h is  bu ild ing , e legan t,  s im p le ,  im a g in a t iv e ,  is  a  g em  and  th e  p la n t in g  a

p e r f e c t  s e t t in g  fo r  i t .  We d ro v e  on to  D a l la s  and  I had a  b r ie f  t im e  in  

N e im a n s .  So m u c h  i s  th e  s a m e  one a lm o s t  fo rg e ts ,  bu t so m e  th in g s  have 

changed . A s  I tu rn e d  th e  c o r n e r  I looked  in s t in c t iv e ly  fo r  th e  p o r t r a i t  

of M r s .  N e im an . It is  gone. I t  b u rn ed .

We got w o rd  th a t  to rn a d o e s  w e r e  in  th e  a i r ,  bu t s t i l l  w e shopped  

f o r  a  w h ile / \  s m a l l  s u c c e s s  bu t fun to  se e  M iss  G r if f i th  and  D oro thy  P a r k e r  • 

and  th e n  w e flew  to  A us tin .  W hat a  good com pan ion  L iz  Odom  i s ! We 

r e m in i s c e d  about v a r io u s  t r i p s .  We had a  d r in k  in  ro u te ,  an d  th e n  w hen  

w e lan d ed  J e s s e  Kellam jo in e d  us and th e  D ea th es  and  w e w ent to  a  new Spanish  

r e s t a u r a n t .  M i C a sa ,  Su C a s a - - w o n d e r f u l  fo r  a tm o s p h e re  and good, 

enough food and  en joyed  t a c o s and  en ch ilad as  a s  only a  T e x an  long aw ay  

can  and o n  t o  th e  r a n c h  to  bed , m a k in g  J e s s i e  Hunter who has found a  s t r a n g e  

new c a r e e r  a s  c u r a to r  r a th e r  la te  in  l ife  spend  th e  night w ith  m e  b e c a u s e  

i t  w as  too  l a t e  fo r  h e r  to  d r iv e  to  Jo h n so n  City. ,
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