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Can it  b e  that th e  enchantm ent o f having a day a ll to  m y s e lf  is  

a lrea d y  d eg en era tin g  in to  ju st  a l i s t  o f c h o res  to  be done. At any ra te , 

th e  day w as one of te lep h on in g , p lan n in g  and scra tch in g  th em  o ff th e  l i s t .  

M uch of i t  w a s  sp en t a t th e  Johnson C ity  h o u se , a p ro lon ged  te lep h o n e  

c o n v e r sa tio n  w ith  L u c ia , who to  m y  g r ea t r e g r e t  i s  not go in g  to  co m e  fo r  

th e  lon g  w eek en d  fo r  a s e s s io n  w ith  th e v o lu n teer  la d ie s  a s  w e  had p lan n ed . 

R oom  by ro o m  sh e d e sc r ib e d  e v e r y  p ie c e  o f fu rn itu re . I had a s e c r e t a r y . 

on hand w ho took  i t  down in  shorthand and I took it  down in  th e  g is t  and, 

fe e lin g . W e a r e  to  p r e p a r e  a l i t t le  b roch u re  for  th e v o lu n teer  la d ie s  a s  

th ey  tak e g u e s ts  th rou gh . Suddenly in  about m id -c o n v e r sa tio n  i t  dawned on  

m e  th at L u c ia , who has done so  m u ch  about both of th e s e  h o u se s , has had 

a change o f fe e lin g . She f e e ls  that th is  hou se has c e a se d  to  be th e hom e  

of her D addy, th at it  i s  not going to b e  m e m o r a liz e d  a s  a hom e fo r  h im , 

but ra th er  fo r  Lyndon on ly . She is  a v e r y  sen tim en ta l p e r so n . I r e sp e c te d  

th at fe e lin g . W e both ca m e to  th e  d e c is io n  about th e sa m e  t im e  th at it  w ould  

b e a  good id ea  to  put a p laq ue up sa y in g  r e s id e n c e  of Sam  E a ly  Joh n son , 

1913-1937. That i s  th e  w ay  i t  i s  to  her and I w anted in  e v e r y  w ay  to  b esp ea k  

th e  p a ren ts  who liv e d  h ere  and r a ise d  th e ir  fa m ily though to  th e  p u b lic  it  w il l  

ju s t  b e  p rob ab ly  th e  hom e of th e  36th P r e s id e n t .

 L y n d o n  is  o n  a s ix  s ta te  to u r  of th e tornado dam aged  M id w est

w h e r e  285 p e o p le  have b een  k ille d . T h e day w as fu ll of new s about h im  

stop p in g  in  M in n eso ta , in  Indiana, h e r e  and th e r e , v iew in g  th e  d ev a sta tio n .
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p r o m is in g  fe d e r a l a id . He and m od ern  tra n sp o rta tio n  have m et m o s t  

b lis s fu l ly .  He lik e s  to  c o v er  s ix  s ta te s  in  one day though th is  p a r tic u la r  

m is s io n  i s  a h eart ren d ing one*

F in ish in g  m y  long  ta lk  w ith  L u c ia , I took  fo ld ing  c h a ir s  out by  

th e  b ea u tifu l l i la c s .  How M rs . John son  w ould lo v e  to  s e e  th em  now and 

I d ic ta ted  to  C h r is tin e  G arron a lo n g  d e scr ip t io n  about h ou se  and fu rn itu re  

and m o r e  im p ortan t th e  l i f e  that w as liv e d  th e r e  fr o m  1913 un til Lyndon  

g rew  up. T hen  I d ro v e  hom e by th e  S ch orn h orst p la c e , m y  d e s s e r t  for  th e  

d ay. I have n ev er  s e e n  th e b lu eb on n ets lo v e l ie r . T he o ld  s to n e  w a ll beh in d  

th e b arn  red  h ou se  had a s e a  o f b lu eb onn ets in  fron t o f  it  w h ich  ex ten d s on  

p a s t  th e  tan k s a c r o s s  p a s tu r e s , p a s t  liv e o a k s , th ick , b ru sh  that i s  good  

d e e r  cou n try , o v er  h il ls  and in to  v a l l e y s - -  a  s ig h t a lw ays to  r e m e m b e r .

I had g u e s ts  fo r  d in n e r - -  J e s s e ,  th e  M ax  B ro o k s, W eaze  D eathe  

and E la in e  Shapiro and C h r istin e  G arron who had b een  lab orin g  o v e r  th e  

tr a n sc r ip t io n . M a rie tta , s i lv e r y -h a ir e d  and b eau tifu l, w a s fu ll of ta lk  

about th e ir  new h om e. I have m is s e d  her and M ax ex cep t fo r  ^  b ig  

g a th er in g s  fo r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  and it  w as fun to  have a qu iet ev en in g  w ith  

th e m . ■ ^


