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 I n c o m e  T a x  D a y - - T h u r s d a y ,  A p r i l  15. T h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of t h e  d ay  

w a s  s o l id  p r o j e c t  b oyhood  h o m e .  A t 10:00 o 'c lo c k  I m e t  th e  v o lu n te e r  

l a d i e s  a t  t h e  J o h n s o n  C ity  H o u se .  W e had  e x p e c te d  a b o u t  f o r t y  a n d  s e v e n ty -  

s i x  sh o w e d  u p ! I  w a s  d e l ig h te d  t h a t  th e y  c a m e  f r o m  a l l  o v e r  t h e  co u n ty  

a n d  no t  j u s t  J o h n s o n  C i ty .  T h e r e  w a s  one  g ro u p  o f s ix  f r o m  B la n c o ,  

s e v e r a l  f r o m  R ou n d  M o u n ta in ,  f r o m  Sandy , f r o m  H y e .  M a b e l  S t r ib l in g  w a s  th e

r i n g l e a d e r  w i th  h e r  L a d ie s  f o r  L y n d o n  on ce  m o r e  r e v iv e d .  M r s .  G lid d e n  

to ld  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  t a l e  a b o u t  w h e n  s h e  f i r s t  c a m e  to  J o h n s o n  C i ty  a s  a  

young g i r l .  I t  w a s  in  t h i s  h o u se  in  t h i s  r o o m  s h e  s p e n t  h e r  f i r s t  n igh t 

b e c a u s e  th e  J o h n s o n s  w e r e  h o s p i ta b le  a n d  th e y  a s k e d  h e r  in i  She  w a s  a  

s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  I b e l i e v e .  I th in k  w e  c a n  e x p e c t  good he lp  f r o m  c a p a b le  

N a n n ie  R .  M o o re ,  t h e  H o m e  D e m o n s t r a t i o n  l e a d e r  an d  K i t ty  C ly d e  L e o n a r d ,  

L y n d o n ' s o ld  s c h o o lm a te ,  w i l l  m a k e  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  g u id e .  N ita  W in te r s  w a s  

t h e r e  w i th  h e r  d a u g h te r  a n d  d a u g h t e r - i n - l a w  a n d  D o ra  P o s e y  had  c o m e  o v e r  
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f r o m  B la n c o  w i th  h e r  p r e t t y  p e a c h  q u e e n  d a u g h te r ,  M r s .  B a u e r l a , a n d  lo t s  

w e r e  f a m i l i a r  n a m e s  su c h  a s  C r i d e r ,  C a s p a r i s ,  S u l tem e i e r .  .

I  d e l i v e r e d  m y  l i t t l e  s c r i p t  to  tw o  g ro u p s  of n e a r ly  f o r t y  e a c h . . .  

T ook a b o u t  f o u r  g ro u p s  on t o u r s  a r o u n d  th e  houses a n s w e r e d  q u e s t i o n s ,  

h e a r d  s t o r i e s .  W e h ad  co ffee  a n d  t e a c a k e s  o r  r a t h e r  th e y  d id  b e c a u s e  I  

a m  b i t t e r l y  d ie t in g ,  t h e  b la c k  c o ffee ,  h a rd b o i le d  egg k in d . N ot in  a b o u t  

t e n  y e a r s  h a s  i t  b e g u n  to  c r e e p  up so  m u c h .  A n d  th e n  w h e n  th e  l a d i e s  h a d
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l e f t  I  d i c t a t e d  to  C h r i s t i n e  f o r  a n o th e r  h o u r  a n d  f e e l in g  r a t h e r  s a t i s f i e d  

w i th  th e  long  m o r n i n g 's  w o r k  s t a r t e d  h o m e  a b o u t  tw o  o 'c lo c k .  J e r r y  h ad  

b ro u g h t  m e  w o r d  th a t  V o lu n te e r  w a s  du e  to  a r r i v e  a t  B e r g s t r o m  a  l i t t l e  

a f t e r  f iv e  b r in g in g  B ob  an d  M a r g y  M c N a m a r a - -  w a n te d  m e  to  in v i t e  s o m e  

g u e s t s  a n d  s u g g e s te d  t h e  C o n n a l ly s  a n d  M o u r s u n d s .  I  knew  t h e  W e s ts  

w e r e  go ing  to  b e  a t  t h e i r  r a n c h  so  a d d e d  th e m  a n d  J e s s e ,  t h e  F r a n k  I r w in s  

a n d  th e  D on T h o m a s e s .

T h e  d r iv e  to  th e  H ayw ood i s  s h e e r  b e a u ty  a lo n g  th e  L la n o  la n e  

a n d  th e n  a lo n g  th e  L la n o  h ighw ay  w a s  a  b r o a d  r ib b o n  of b lu e b o n n e t s  a n d  

a s  you lo o k  a c r o s s  th e  f ie ld  t h e r e  a r e  p o o ls ,  s e a s  and  s o m e t i m e s  in  th e  

v a l l e y  in  t h e  d i s t a n c e  th e y  lo o k  l ik e  a  low  h ang ing  c lo u d  o f b lu e  s m o k e .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  m o s t  b e a u t i fu l  s p r in g  in  T e x a s  t h a t  I  r e m e m b e r .  I  a m  b a th e d  

a n d  c a r e s s e d ,  e n c h a n te d  a n d  in to x ic a te d  by  th e  a i r ,  t h e  f l o w e r s ,  th e  

f r e s h n e s s  of t h e  g r e e n .  On th e  w ay  I s aw  f o u r  q u a i l  p ic k in g  t h e i r  w a y  

d a in t i ly  a lo n g  a n d  th e n  a  lo n g - le g g e d  w i ld  t u r k e y ,  th e  s e c o n d  I  h a v e  s e e n  

t h i s  w e e k .  We a r r i v e d  a t  th e  H ayw ood j u s t  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  t h e  h e l i c o p te r ,  

fo u n d  Jo h n  a n d  N e l l ie  t h e r e ,  th e  I r w in s  an d  th e  M o u rs u n d s  a n d  th e n  in  a  

m o m e n t  t h e  h e l i c o p te r  p u t  dow n a n d  o u t b o u n c ed  th e  M c N a m a r a s  a l r e a d y  

in  k h a k is  a n d  L y n d o n  lo o k in g  l ik e  he h ad  r e a c h e d  th e  p r o m i s e d  la n d , had  

a  d e e d  to  i t  a n d  w a s  a n x io u s  to  show  i t  to  h is  f a v o r i t e  p e o p le !  T h e r e  i s  

nobody  h e  i s  m o r e  a t  h o m e  w ith ,  m o r e  fond  of, m o r e  r e s p e c t f u l  o f  in  

t h i s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  th a n  Bob M c N a m a r a .  W hat a  jo y  to  h a v e  h im  t o g e t h e r
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w ith  Jo h n . T h e  t h r e e  of th e m  a r e  c u t  off the  s a m e  c lo th .  T h e  W e s t s ,  

th e  T h o m a s e s  a n d  J e s s e  jo in e d  u s  in  a  few  m in u te s  and  w e  w e n t  o u t  on 

th e  b o a t ,  t u r n in g  le f t  u n d e r  th e  b r id g e  w h e r e  the  C o lo ra d o  g e t s  n a r r o w  

a n d  p la c id ,  and  th e  s h o r e s  a r e  l in e d  w ith  l i t t l e  h o m e s  a n d  w a tc h e d  the  

l a t e  l in g e r in g  tw i l ig h t  a n d  th e n  th e  m a g n i f i c e n t  d i s p la y  of th e  f u l l  m o o n .  

M a r g y  i s  so  m u c h  a t  h o m e ,  su ch  a  d e l ig h tfu l  g u e s t  and  so  f u l l  o f  

e n t h u s i a s m — f r o m  O p e r a t io n  H e a d s t a r t  f o r  d e p r iv e d  c h i ld r e n  to  c l im b in g  

a  T e to n  p e a k  w i th  h e r  h u sb a n d .

B a c k  a t  th e  H ayw o o d  w e  a te  b a r b e c u e .  I  f o r g o t  m y  d i e t  an d  w e  

f le w  h o m e  e a r ly ,  s a t i s f i e d  an d  h a p p y .


