© SUNDAY, APRIL 18

Easter Sunday, Aprxl 18 Unhapp1ly I awoke early‘ w1th the sun ’

L streammg in, " I had slept in the llttle back room because Lyndon sleeps

'so little‘th‘ese n1ght.3 and’ got 1nvsevera1 hours of work before we left by
.‘ car, for the 11tt1e Eplscopal Church in Blanco for an eleven o clock service .
- ‘_ wh1ch sounded appeahng the n1ght before so we planned to go to St. M1chaels

..and All Angels, Lyndon, Marvm and I It couldn't have been a. more '

f_'beaut;.ful r1de in the golden sunshme overlw the w1nd1ng

N g road that follows the crest of. the hills. We reached the little p1cturesque ‘.

| stone and r'edwood church Just in time, Neva and I ha.d been there the day

2L

rit opened ab’out.ten.).r'ears before. There was a Lay Preacher and small

congregation, a very simple service and then afterwards a cup of coffee'

in the Par1sh Room adJonung and shak1ng hands w1th all ‘of the v1s1tors and

Y'regula'r imembers. 'I‘hls H1ll Country has turned into qu1te a place for

dpeople to ret1re to. I had worn my two p1ece 31lk dress and st1ff pnm ‘

sa.1lOr hat w1th a b1g bow. 1 felt qu1te satlsfled for ‘once. 2

-.3,1'.\

After Church we found ourselves at the head of a long caravan, |

Lyndon_’driving. We passed the house that Mrs. Johnson had l1ved in as
a yopung woman, ,1n;fact,l speut most of her life there _untll she marrxed, :
' a“corh.fortable looklng stone house on th.e'-fba'nks' ‘of the:ri've'r. ' It must have -

'been qu1te 1mpress1ve sucty-ﬁve years ago and then we went by a nurs1ng

home to see Mr. Percy Br1gham, the banker from whom Lyndon had
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. borrowed S1xty dollars to go off to San Marcos to school back in 1927
~and he had helped us in all of the campaigns since. Long ago he had been

~ Lyndon's grandfather'sjlaw"partner,v one of the two big men of the town.

Lyndon showerped him with pictures and presents, Oakie quietly took some s

.pictures’»of.themvtogether.' In the coin of human dealings,‘ it was time

well 'sp ent,

. As we left to drive.home, Lyndon asked someone to quietly find

LR

_out w‘hether‘ his Pﬁ\other‘s old home could 'pos.sibly be for sale and then we

.-drove back to .]'ohnson Clty where I stopped off at the house to do a few |

chores and Lyndon raced ahead to A. W. 's and on by cho;_:per to the

"Haywood place, accumulating along the way bes1des the Moursunds, Wesley :
‘and Neva and 'J‘essei and l\'larianne Means_.' I drove to the Haywood and
”on my Way stopped at a roadslde park, bounced out of the car, went 'o'ver
‘and::intro-ducted myself to t‘he family g'athered arolmd thepicnic.table and
o tja‘:ll‘:ed to them'about how nice it was'tov have such parks along.the wayv

- while .Qaklie took a picture of us., 1 intend this for our Beautification -

Committee.,': 'Surprisingly they recognized me right off and greete_d me as -

. Mrs. Johnson, It was our last good day and we‘made' the most of it; - We
4 spent hours dﬁn: on the river, in fact we had our :lunch—- sandwiches of

: ch1cken salad, wh1ch Lyndon had asked Neva. to wh1p up on the spur of the

moment The1r cook sa1d he always had a ch1cken standmg by and cheese :
and ham and. everythmg that always tastes better out of doors to our

undomg. We talked about the short n1ghts Lyndon had been hav1ng for




‘gets to sleep unt1l about two, so these days down here have been balm to
his .;soul. He talked a good deal about the JOb to h.lS close frlends--A W :

o and Jesse and Wesley. v He used the expressmn “when you get to be

J
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. several months, - He asked t‘o-.be,'waked up whenever there was an

operation going out. He won't' leave it alone. He 'saidx I want to be called .
every time somebody dies. He can't separate himself from it. Actually,

. I don‘t _want hirn'to, no matter how ‘painful.'v In Washington he seldorn".'

Pre__sident, 'you have to be -just.r” I am aware of a conscious effort on his -

partto ,_change hims elf many times because of the job. Perhaps it is the

" same With'everyone.

We rode around sunned on the t0p deck played br1dge down o

'.below—-Neva, Manallen, O;Lk1e and I. One of the n1cest moments was

f1nd1ng-that Neva 8 daughter and the thre'e grandchildren‘were there on

the" boat when'I arrived. "I‘hey had ridden over in the helicopter. It Was a

treat I had wanted to arrange for them, but it was Lyndon who Just qu1ckly

bundled them up, . took them along and then arranged for them to get hom

1 drove over the N1cholson place and never before have I seen 1t so lovely.

There was grass knee h1gh w1th a head on it, | Sorne of it was‘ w1ld oats. : |
Mosti of it wa.s what A W called a sort of ”love” 'grass ‘ but lusi:‘ious, goad
to eat—- a paradise.:for cattle and none on 1!: . We had been 1ett1n~g the land
he1d1e. lilfe deerded to move all the‘stoek 1n'thelnext mornmg. It was our

farewell to the’_ b_luebonnets. The1r wh1ten1ng top showed they are gettlng R

‘ past.'_their peak. It was jlik.e an African safa_n-- head1ng off ina aneoln S
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with n.o road’.e)d_eepin gra.s-:sthrough‘fielda, clirnhing steep -banks., fordlng .‘ o
strearhs; ) A, ‘_.W.fs‘aid»_withd ’a'”:de'ep content.ed sigh of a born. ranch.er," ""‘there' 3
ain-!t nothiné the matter With‘this land that a good ram won't cdre'.. " .‘And |
speak1ng of how to get the work done around the.piace, he used his: earthy S
expreesmn ”ﬁlere is no. fert111zer for a man's ranch like the footsteps or B

" the owner. " More and more I begm to believe that Lyndon could be a

: o conte_nted retiredrrxan,' but it would not always be spring and there would s

' not‘ always be ram. [V@ hate to see the' sun go,’ hut:.vvhen dark. fell _we went B {
[ . to th.e:::E-;Ia.ywood Ranch and Marie andMarvm joined us and we had_ az'wondve'r'fnl e
enornions dinne.r on the patio, a big roaet chicken '§ie‘, fried chicken, L *
fﬁ . somethlng 11ke all-day-smg1ng.and-d).nnep-on¢the —ground' ;mth everybody Q
| “ brmgmg covered d1shes, Neva and the Monrsunds and us and then yve left _ i

by chopper, dr0pp1ng off the Moursunds and the Wests at their ranch

and then home for the end of our hohday at the LBJ Ranch w1th a feehng of
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' deep contentment and farewell_.




