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T he m ood  i s  ind eed  broken , th e  vaca tion  ended. Lyndon aw oke  

e a r ly  to  b eg in  w ork in g  hard. He m u st have sp en t th r e e  hours on th e  

te lep h o n e  ta lk in g  fo r e ig n  p r o b le m s w ith  M cG eorge Bundy and th en  a  lon g  

s e s s io n  w ith  D a le  M alech ek  te ll in g  h im  ev ery th in g  th at th e  ran ch  needed , 

a ll  th e  th in g s  th at ought to  be done, fe n c e s , g r a s s ,  w a te r , b e in g  an X

e x e c u t iv e .  D a le  m u st have b een  w ea ry  b e fo r e  he e v e r  got s ta r ted  w ith  

th e  d a y ’s w o rk ! ‘ ^

W e had a qu ick  lunch w ith  th e  s ta f f - - th e  G oodw ins, M arv in , V ick y  

and M a r ie , th en  ch op p ered  to  B e r g s tr o m . I had a sk ed  W ill E dw ard and  

E liza b eth  and N ancy and A lfred  N eg ley  to  r id e  up w ith  u s .  T h ey  w e r e  

th r il le d . It i s  w on d erfu l to  s e e  how p le a se d  p eo p le  a r e  and a ls o  v e r y  

u se fu l th at w e  had a sk ed  th em  to  spend th e night b e c a u se  I found that th e  

O dom s had to  m a k e  r e se r v a t io n s  in  B a ltim o re  b e c a u se  e v e r y  h o te l room  

in  W ashington  w a s  fu ll , E a ster  and th e DAR.  On the w ay up, Lyndon • 

continued  h is  m arath on  o f w ork  w ith  s ta ff  and w ith  th e fou r n ew sp ap er m en  

who w e r e  a b o a r d --th e  p o o l. He ta lk ed  about V iet N am , "If th ey  bom b our 

b a rra ck s  o r  th e  Saigon  E m b a ssy , w e  n ev er  hear anything about i t ,  but i f  w e  

bom b a rad ar  in s ta lla t io n  or m u n ition s depot or a b r id g e , th ey  g iv e  us h e ll 

fo r  i t .   W e bom b a b r id g e  and am m unition  dum p, th ey  a r e  s t e e l  and  

c o n c r e te  and have no b lood . China s a y s  stop bom bing V ie t N am , so  d oes  

R u s s ia . Of c o u r se , th ey  w ould . It i s  a ll r igh t to  bom b p eo p le  in  th e  N orth ,



tn
^  M onday ,  A p r i l  19 (C on t inued )   ̂ :
T

b u t  i t  i s  not a l l  r i g h t  to b o m b  b r i d g e s  in  t h e  South .  How c a n  a n  

A m e r i c a n  S e n a t o r  o r  a n  A m e r i c a n  n e w s p a p e r m a n  o r  a n  A m e r i c a n  s tu d e n t  

s a y  t i e  t h e  h an d s  of o u r  fe l low - A m e r i c a n  M i l i t a r y  m e n .  A r e  t h e y  duped ,  

a r e  t h e y  s u c k e d  in?  ” I t  w a s  a  v e r y  c o lo r f u l ,  g r a p h i c  e x p o s i t io n .  I f e l t  

l ik e  t h e  p u b l i c  and  I, too ,  had b e e n  g e t t ing  a  d i f f e r e n t  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  w a r .

H is  long  s e s s i o n  w i th  t h e  poo l  r e p o r t e r s  a l s o  t a l k e d  abou t  h is  r e a s o n s  f o r  

p o s tp o n in g  t h e  v i s i t s .  H is  r e a s o n s ,  of c o u r s e ,  r e a l l y  a r e  t h a t  i t  i s  going to  

b e  h a r d  e n o u g h - -  p e r h a p s  i m p o s s i b l e - -  to  p a s s  t h e  F o r e i g n  A id  B i l ^ a n d  

t h e  p r e s e n c e  of In d ia  an d  P a k i s t a n  and  n u m e r o u s  f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  and  t h e i r  

p o s s i b l y  e x p lo s i v e  r e m a r k s  w i l l  do no th ing  to  he lp  i t .  Of h i m s e l f ,  he  s a i d  

to  t h e  s t a f f  a n d  to  m e  " th e y  w a n t  to  m a k e  a  H a r d i n g  out of m e  an d  I know i t .

I know w h a t  t h e y  d id  to E^iot R o o s e v e l t .  I know w h a t  t h e y  d id  t o  J i m m y

R o o s e v e l t . I  oaw  J o e  K e nnedy ge.t h im  a job  with lli5 ' Itq u u r -i i i ig xtist 'a 

a r e  t r y i n g  to  do i t  t o  s o m e  of m y  s ta f f .  T h i s  going out to  a  p a r t y  e v e r y  

n igh t  i s n ’t  d o ing  an y  good.  I ' d  r a t h e r  d ie  t h a n  b e  a  H a r d i n g . '' I t  w a s  a  

d a y  of d i r e c t i o n ,  a  day  of h a r d  w o r k  of m a k i n g  up f o r  o u r  few  d a y s  off.

We had  m a d e  th e  d e c i s i o n  b e f o r e  w e  le f t  to  s top  in  C o lu m b ia ,  South  

C a r o l i n a  f o r  a  m e m o r i a l  s e r v i c e  f o r  S e n a to r  Olin  J o h n s to n ,  who  had  d i e d  

th e  d a y  b e f o r e .  We a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  a  l i t t l e  b e f o r e  f iv e ,  a  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  a r r i v a l  f r o m  th e  l a s t  t i m e  I w a s  h e r e  on  th e  W h is t l e  Stop t r a i n ,  

O c t o b e r  7 I b e l i e v e ,  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  I had e n c o u n t e r e d  th e  r e a l  co ld

T h e y ' ^ ^ '
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h o s t ili ty , con tin uou s h eck lin g . I had b een  ra th er  proud of th e  w ay  I  

had handled i t .   I w a s  m ad and c o o l. I sa id  "Th is i s  a f r e e  cou n try . You  

. have a r ig h t to  e x p r e s s  y o u r s e lv e s , and now I have a r ight to  e x p r e s s  

m y s e lf .  W ill you lis te n ? " A t th at tim e Senator and M rs . O lin  Johnston  

had b een  w ith  u s . H e m e t us at th e  f ir s t  stop in  South C aro lin a  and had  

r id d en  a l l  th e  w ay  through, look in g  w an and i l l ,  but a th orou gh  f ig h te r , g r ea t  

co u ra g e  and g r ea t d ed ica tio n  to  the D e m o cra tic  P a r ty  in  th e  fa c e  of h is own 

p e o p le  w ho w e r e  a n gry  and v o ca l a g a in st h im , I w il l  n ev er  fo r g e t  how he 

s tr o lle d  a c r o s s  th at s ta g e  in  C h a r lesto n , South C a ro lin a , and r o a red  a t  

th em , p r a c t ic a lly  c a llin g  th em  fo o ls  to  th e ir  fa c e s ,  d efian t, co m m a n d in g --  |

a w on d erfu l s ta g e  ap p ea ra n ce , ,and G ladys John ston  no l e s s .   T h is  t im e  th e r e  

w e r e  tw o of th e  sa m e  p eo p le  w ith  u s . G overnor and M rs . R u s s e l l  m e t  us  

at th e  a ir p o r t . T hey w en t,w ith  us to  th e  S tate C apito l w h ere  Senator  

Joh n ston ’s body la y  in  S tate in  th e  rotunda. We m e t G ladys and her daughters  ■ 

S a lly  and E liza b e th  and th e ir  husbands and her so n , G ladys f e l t  a s  th in  and  

f r a i l  a s  a  b ird  w hen I put m y  a rm s around h er . She, to o , has b een  v e r y  i l l ,  

but sh e  w a s  co u r a g eo u s . It w a s  a s im p le  s e r v ic e .  T h e ir  lo n g - t im e  

M in is te r  and th e  G overnor sp ok e . I  a m  v e ry  g lad  th at w e  cou ld  be th e r e  

to  p ay hom age to  a g r ea t Senator and y e s , to o , to  th e  S tate o f South  

C a ro lin a . It w a s a  s im p le  s e r v ic e, soon  o v er  fo r  th is  son  of a tenan t  

fa r m e r , th is  m i l l  hand, no r id e r le s s  b la ck  h o r se , no r o ll  of d ru m s, but a  

su ita b le  fa r e w e ll in  th e  C apitol w h ere  he had b een  G overnor lo n g er  th an
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any o th er  G overn or and th en  gone on to  th e  Senate fo r  tw en ty -o n e  y e a r s .

On th e  w ay back  to  th e  a irp o r t w e  ta lk ed  about th e  ap p oin tm en t.

I hope th e  G overn or w ill  go to  th e  Senate h im se lf . We w e r e  th e r e  a l it t le  

o v er  an  hour and a half and at 7:30 rea ch ed  th e W hite H ou se . W e had 

already, phoned ahead  b e c a u se  th is  i s  th e  b ig  day w hen th e U n iv e r s ity  of 

T ex a s D e leg a tio n  g o e s  to  v is i t  the GSA and A r ch iv es  and d is c u s s e s  th e  Lyndon  

B . John son  L ib ra ry  and I had phoned to  have B ill  H eath and D r . R an som  

and M ax B ro o k s and F rank Irw in  and th e  F rank Ikards jo in  u s fo r  d in n er.

I got our h ou se  g u e s ts  se t t le d  f ir s t ,  th e  N e g le y s , th e  O dom s, and the  

J a c o b sen s  b e c a u se  th ey  couldn 't find  a h otel room  e ith e r , and th en  had 

th r e e  p le a sa n t hours h earin g  about our U n iv e r s ity , th e  n am es o f th e  b r igh t  

young m en  th e r e , th e  fo llo w e r s  hop efu lly  of D obie and Webb and  

M on tgom ery , o f th e  p la n s fo r  th e  lib r a r y .  E veryth in g  s e e m s  to  have gone  

w e ll .   It i s  a d e fin ite  b eg in n in g . One poin t w e m u st a s s u r e  i s  th at th e  

L ib r a r y  i t s e l f  has a sep a ra te  bu ild in g , even  i f  the r e  i s  an a u d itor iu m  or  . 

sem in a r  ro o m s in  it , but not a b u ild in g  that i s  fo r  c la s s r o o m s  and lib r a r y  

a lto g e th er .

C lark  C lifford  had r e p r e se n te d  u s. I fe lt  good about i t .  It could  

be a g r ea t th in g - -  that p r e s t ig io u s  lo c a tio n  sep a ra ted  by a long m a ll  and ■

the m a in  b u ild in g  of th e U n iv e r s ity , ju st  tw o or th re e  b lo ck s fr o m  th e  

in te r -r e g io n a l throu ghw ay. It w a s  a lon g  b u sy  fu ll day doing th e  th in gs w e  j

had to  do th e  b e s t  w e  knew how.




