to:vts1ttw1th them, |

= the dent:.st, d'ctatlng w:.tb. Peggy and Ashton, a p1cture m the Yellow Oval :7

: ROOm‘to send to. two spec1a1 :Enends. .' "" f._f" GRS

Roosevelt Longworth came to tea and brought her grandch:.ld J' oanna Stern.,

: ‘She is f1erce1y undaunted bv old age, br1st11ng w1th the quahty of. ahveness, -

-I hke her as well as f1nd1ng her h1gh1y 1nterest1ng We rem1nlsced over )

| tea, and obv10us1y she enJoyed herself in recalhng the days that she spent

g pla.ymg h1de and seek in the att1c (wha.t is now the thu'd ﬂoor), and that

: Pres1dent Roosevelt, hear1ng the nois e, went upstalrs to 1nvest1gate. It
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Our house guests, the Odo.ms a.nd the Negleys, left toO early fOr me ok

but I had the sat1s£1ed feelmg that I'd made them happy. e ”

._Much of,the day was busmess.l Ta.lkmg w1th Don Thomas, a tr1p to .

. ‘. wit

And then at four o clock the most mterestmg part of the . da.yv Al:.ce "

a very mterestmg woman. It's sa1d of her that she has an ac1d tongue, but "

in the house. , She sa1d once her 11tt1e half-brothers and the1r fr1ends were '

_ was mght-t1me and he was in h1s pmk paJamas, rotund and blustermg.

: AOne of-the youngsters looked up and sa1d ”Here comes Cup1d' "

She told us she had had her appenduc out in the Queen‘s Roorn,l lvmg
there on the bed the doctor brought from Baltlmore. Then she__w as moved :
into what is now- the Lincoln Room to recuperate. Shei said her stepmother‘
had three'g;ood party dresses, and' since the “p.ress‘ was not present at their - o

_,1 -.




" ‘San Jacinto Day, April 21st (continued) -
'them, they would. descrlbe a dress for one receptmn as blue-grey s1lk and o
o :Eor the next as hght blue molre 511k w1th a lace portra1t collar. And _so on

. and SO lon._ The same dress descrlbed 1n dlfferent ways'

- she felt freer.:

. was very pleasant to see how Mrs Longworth was enJoylng herself Th1s '

:. i 'had been planned espec1a11y for her gra.ndchlld but I thmk that both she

. the meoln Room I had always thought was a sort of arch1tectura1 mlstake, » : l

Just somethmg that happened 1n the course of many renovatmns. No, she

<

recept:.ons and entertamments, but 1nstead they gave out a descrlptlon of

4

-‘-"She had not, however, enJoyed havmg dates in the Wh1te House. B

E She had alwaYS gone out tO a dear aunt's who hved here in town, where . B

: Ly'nda was w1th us and enJoyed talkmg to her and brmgmg

out storles of the past. She knew so much of the h1story oi that day I

if.*‘;»-_‘; Lo

and I enJoyed 1t more.

The shght rlse up the hall as you pass ‘the. Treaty Room and approach

. sa1d she thought 1t had been put in there to accomrnodate Pres1dent FDR'

lwheel chair -- a rarnp of sorts -- because there had been a step there m

times past.
" We had a detailed trip through all the Second Floor and all the First .’
Fl'oor, and two hours of rerniniscing on the treasures of this house, ‘both in
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: engagement of P;r'i'.rne i\./Ii.nister _'M'oro'."' ""I"hese? :receptions,"' ;intended i’n‘ a

. ; RN

‘vFenoaltea, Lyndon, Prlme Mlnlster Moro, Mrs. Fenoaltea and me - w1th

the photographers m stumbhng retreat in front of us and £r1ends on each

‘ :, to the ‘wall by the crowd .a leS from Lyndon.,_ The whole affalr ta.kes '

httle rnore than th:.rty mmutes. -

Pr:.me M1n1ster Moro 1s an amlable, earnest man. , One 11kes h1m

But a receptron is no format to learn anythmg about h1m or hlS country.

SRR R T R L e oy T e RIS

Back at the Wh1te House I changed 1nto my grevn ch1££on evemng

FaTmr e e e

dress to go to the.Pa.n Amer1can Union to see an art exhibit of pa.intings

: - by young artists from all over South Aznerlca, s onsored b ESSO Harr
P y Y
x/ .
and Clayton McPherson took me. Ambassador Moro met me at the :tront
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door, a.long with the Jamisons of ESSQ. We filed down the receiving line,
and we 1nev1ta.bly formed an entoura.ge.

How odd there should be no reahsm in the lot‘ Only one out of - ‘.
about thlrty exh1b1ts -- a still life of a plate of fruit. Otherwise the .
paintings were way o‘ut, expressmmstlc -=- oY perhaps surrea,listic_ is .
' A »'the word.' Sorne nude pictures,. even satire. Some b.ea.utiful a.rrangements |
of colormg, some grotesque, weird, searchmg, so- tha.t you wondered
about the genera.tlon of artists who pa.1nted them., Wha.t is the1r world
like that this is the way they see it? There is 11tt1e commumcatmn '
between me and them. .

And the sculpture -- once more, nothmé recogn1za.b1e. . There
‘'was even one piece that squawked' I appla.ud the efforts of an md dstry
in an underdeveloped country sponsormg and helpmg young a.rtlsts, but
I cannot for the life of me understand the work’of most of the young
artists. | |

Lyndon had invited the Max F reedmans to join .us for"_'linner,
and hy the time I reached home they were there » a.nd I ha.d the luxury |
ofa .quiet vis'it just with Max be_fore Lyndon é.rrived, and then_the‘ ‘
_ conversa.tion revolved around h1m | Lyndon brouéht Cleorge McGhee,'
’ just 'over .frorn Gernrany for a few days, with h1m, and the‘ conversation
was good. I asked Georg.e about the possibility of a united Europe -- a
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- feeling that I had sengea was in the air when I ha.d-b.een t6 the Scandinavian

countries and the Benelux countries in the Fall of '63. The apogee of that
time is past, Gebrge thinks, DeGaulle hé.vi_ng effectively prevented it. )

Germany is a crucial country, and Germany is still willing but no longer

anxious, and the time for it to happeh diminishes day by day. |

Lyndoh fook his text on Vietnam and in Vi\%id, earthy 'langpage,
very'clear, -'quite‘ impregsive,. sumrnarized our po.s:f.tion vis.-a-vié Viefna.m
and the ten-year course of the struggle. I_[‘krhxew he was w'orking“._ I knéw
he wanted to éxplain it from his viewpoint to Max, and may‘pe Ma.?c in turn;
by osmosis, céuld explain it to' his r_eaderslﬁp. " He has been ﬁammering |

away this last month on TV, in press conferences, individual columnists ,

groups of‘Congressmen, to every forum he meets, trying to put Vietnam

in true perspective, to win the war of words in which we have faltered

even more than on the battlefield itself.

When you are right up so close to the scene it is hard to tell when. .

-som'ething' starts, but I believe I have seen it sfai‘t these last few weeké -
" a seizing of the offensive, not only of planes and gunfire in Viétna,i'n, but -

here at home in telling about it, in conviiting people.




