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O ur h o u se  g u e s t s ,  the Odo m s and the N e g le y s , l e f t  too  e a r ly  fo r  m e  

to  v i s i t  w ith  th em , but I had th e s a t is f ie d  fe e lin g  that I'd m ad e th em  happy.

Mu c h  o f  th e  d a y  w a s b u s in e s s .  T alk ing w ith  D on T h o m a s , a  tr ip  to

th e  d e n t is t , d ic ta tin g  w ith  P e g g y  and A sh ton , a  p ic tu re  in  th e Y ellow  O v a l 

R oom  to  sen d  to  tw o s p e c ia l  fr ie n d s .

And th en  a t fou r o 'c lo c k  th e  m o s t  in te r e s t in g  p a rt o f th e  d ay . A lic e  

R o o se v e lt  L ongw orth  c a m e  to  te a  and brough t h er  gran d ch ild , Joann a S te r n .
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iSh e i s  f i e r c e ly  undaunted  b y  old  a g e , b r is t l in g  w ith  th e q u a lity  o f a l iv e n e s s  

a  v e r y  in te r e s t in g  w om an . I t 's  sa id  o f h er  th at sh e  has an a c id  ton gu e, but

I l ik e  h e r  a s  w e l l  a s  find in g h er  h ig h ly  in te r e s t in g . We r e m in is c e d  o v e r  

te a , and o b v io u s ly  sh e  en joyed  h e r s e l f  in  r e c a llin g  th e  d ays th at sh e  sp en t  

in  th e  h o u se . Sh e sa id  on ce  h er  l i t t le  h a lf-b r o th er s  and th e ir  fr ie n d s  w e r e  

p la y in g  h id e -a n d -s e e k  in  the a tt ic  (what is  now th e th ird  f lo o r ) , and th at 

P r e s id e n t  R o o se v e lt , h ea r in g  th e n o is e , w ent u p sta ir s  to  in v e s t ig a te . It 

w a s  n ig h t-t im e  and h e  w a s in  h is  pink p a ja m a s, rotund and b lu s te r in g .

O ne o f  th e y o u n g ster s  look ed  up and sa id , "H ere c o m e s  C upid!"

: S h e to ld  us sh e  had had h e r  ap p en d ix  out in  th e Q ueen’s  R oom , ly in g  

th e r e  on th e  b ed  th e  d o cto r  b rought fr o m  B a lt im o r e . T hen sh e  w a s  m o v ed  

in to  w hat i s  now the L in co ln  R oom  to  r e c u p e r a te . She sa id  h e r  s tep m o th er  

had th r e e  good  p a r ty  d r e s s e s ,  and s in c e  the p r e s s  w as not p r e s e n t  a t th e ir
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r e c e p t io n s  and e n te r ta in m en ts , but in s te a d  th ey  gave out a  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  

th em , th e y  w ould  d e s c r ib e  a d r e s s  fo r  one r e c e p tio n  as  b lu e - g r e y  s i lk  and  

fo r  th e  n ex t as lig h t  b lu e  m oire' s i lk  w ith  a la c e  p o r tr a it  c o l la r .  And so  on  

and so  on . T he sa m e  d r e s s  d e sc r ib e d  in  d iffe re n t w a y s !

.S h e  had no t, h o w ev er , en joyed  having d a tes  in  th e W hite H o u se .

S h e had a lw a y s  gone out to  a  d ea r  au n t's who liv e d  h e r e  in  tow n, w h ere  • 

sh e  f e l t  f r e e r .  L ynda w as w ith  us and en joyed  ta lk in g  to  h e r  and b r in g in g  

out s to r ie s  o f the p a s t . She knew so  m u ch  o f th e h is to r y  o f th a t d ay . It ' 

w a s v e r y  p le a sa n t to  s e e  how M r s . L ongw orth  w a s en joy in g  h e r s e l f .  T h is  

had  b e e n  p lan ned  e s p e c ia l ly  for  h e r  gran d ch ild , but I th ink th a t both  she, 

and I en joyed  it  m o r e . > '

: T he s lig h t  r i s e  up the h a ll a s  you  p a ss  the T rea ty  R oom  and ap p roach  

th e  L in co ln  R o o m  I had a lw a y s  thought w as a s o r t  o f a r c h ite c tu r a l m is ta k e , . 

ju s t  so m eth in g  th a t happened in  th e  c o u r se  o f m an y r en o v a tio n s . N o, sh e  

sa id , sh e  thought i t  had b een  put in  th e r e  to  a cco m m o d a te  P r e s id e n t  F D R 's  

w h e e l c h a ir  —  a ram p of s o r ts  —  b e c a u se  th er e  had b een  a  s te p  th e r e  in  

t im e s  p a s t .

W e had a  d e ta iled  tr ip  th rou gh  a l l  the S econ d  F lo o r  and a l l  the F ir s t  

F lo o r , and tw o h ou rs o f r e m in is c in g  on the tr e a s u r e s  o f th is  h o u se , both  in
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fu rn ish in g s  and in  s to r ie s  of hum an b e in g s . ^

‘ Wh e n  s h e  le f t  I dash ed  o v er  to  the W est W ing fo r  a lo n g -d e fe r r e d

m e e tin g  w ith  M r s .  S m ith , J im  K etch um , and .M iss  L ink y about th e  F is h  

R o o m , our f lou n d erin g  p r o je c t , and the P r e s id e n t 's  s m a ll  o f f ic e .

- And th en  in  a  r u sh  to  d r e s s  fo r  the Ita lia n  E m b a ssy  and th e re tu rn  

en g a g em en t o f P r im e  M in is te r  M o ro . T h e se  r e c e p t io n s , in ten d ed  in  a   .

m o s t  g r a c io u s  m ariner, a r e  a  p ie c e  o f  m a d n ess  th at go under th e nam e  of  

a  s o c ia l  fu n ctio n . The p a in ted  E ig h teen th  C entury d o ors o f th e  I ta lia n  ̂

E m b a ssy  and i t s  rainbow  -h ued  V en etia n  g la s s  c h a n d e lier s  w e r e  c o m p le te ly  

o b sc u r ed  in  a  w e lte r  o f  h u m anity , th rou gh whom  we p r e s s e d  - - A m b a s s a d o r  

F e n o a lte a , Lyndon, P r im e  M in is te r  M oro , M r s . F e n o a ltea  and m e  - - w ith  

th e  p h otog ra p h ers  in  stu m b lin g  r e tr e a t  in  fro n t o f  u s and fr ie n d s  on e a ch  

s id e  g ettin g  a  h u rr ied  g r ee tin g  o r , in  th e c a s e  o f V irg in ia  R u sk , b ack ed  

to  th e  w a ll  b y  th e  crow d , a  k is s  fro m  L yndon. The w h ole  a ffa ir  tak e s  

l i t t le  m o r e  than  th ir ty  m in u te s .

- ' P r im e  M in is te r  M oro i s  an  a m ia b le , e a r n e s t  m a n . O ne lik e s  h im .  

B ut a  r e c e p t io n  i s  no fo r m a t to le a r n  anything about h im  o r  h is  co u n try .

B a ck  a t th e W hite H ouse I changed  in to  m y  g r e en ch iffo n  even in g  

d r e s s  to  go to  th e P a n  A m e r ica n  U nion to  s e e  an a r t exh ib it o f  p a in tin gs  

b y  young a r t is t s  fro m  a l l  o v e r  South A m e r ic a , sp o n so red  b y  ESSO , H a rry  

and C layton  M cP h e rso n  took  m e . A m b a ssa d o r  M oro m e t m e  a t the fro n t
s , .  —  .1-^
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d o o r , a lo n g  w ith  the J a m iso n s  o f ESSO . We f i le d  down th e r e c e iv in g  lin e ,  

and w e in e v ita b ly  fo rm ed  an e n to u r a g e .

How odd th e r e  should  be no r e a l i s m  in  th e lo t .  O nly  one out of 

about th ir ty  ex h ib its  - -  a  s t i l l  l i f e  o f a  p la te  o f fr u it . O th erw ise  the  

p a in tin g s w e r e  w ay  out, e x p r e s s io n is t ic  - -  or  p erh ap s s u r r e a l is t ic  is  

th e w o rd . S o m e nude p ic tu r e s , even  s a t ir e .  S om e b ea u tifu l a r ra n g em en ts  

o f c o lo r in g , so m e  g r o te sq u e , w e ird , se a r c h in g , so  th at you w on d ered  

about the g en era tio n  o f a r t is t s  who p ain ted  th em . W hat is  th e ir  w orld  

l ik e  th at th is  i s  th e w ay  th ey  s e e  it?  T h ere  is  l i t t le  co m m u n ica tio n  

b e tw een  m e  and th em .

And th e scu lp tu re  - -  o n ce  m o r e , nothing r e c o g n iz a b le . T h ere  

w a s ev en  one p ie c e  that squaw ked! I applaud the e ffo r ts  o f an  in d u s t r y  

in  an u n d erd ev e lo p ed  cou n try  sp o n so r in g  and h e lp in g  young a r t i s t s ,  but 

I cannot fo r  th e l i f e  o f m e  u n derstand  the w ork  o f m o s t  o f th e young  

a r t i s t s .

L yndon had in v ited  th e Max  F reed m a n s  to  jo in  u s  fo r  d in n er , 

and b y  th e t im e  I rea ch ed  hom e th ey  w e r e  th e r e , and I had th e lu x u ry  

o f a  q u iet v i s i t  ju st  w ith  M a x  b e fo r e  L yndon a r r iv e d , and th en  th e  

c o n v e r sa tio n  r e v o lv e d  around h im . L yndon brought G eo rg e  M cG h ee, 

ju st  o v e r  fr o m  G erm an y  for  a few  d a y s , w ith  h im , and the c o n v e r sa tio n  

w a s g ood . I a sk ed  G eorge  about the p o s s ib il ity  o f a un ited  E u rop e - - a
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fe e lin g  th at I had s e n se d  w as in  the a ir  -when I had b een  to the S can d in av ian  

c o u n tr ie s  and th e B en e lu x  co u n tr ie s  in  the F a l l  o f  '6 3 . The a p o g ee  o f th at  

t im e  is  p a s t , G eo rg e  th in k s, D eG au lle  having e f fe c t iv e ly  p r ev en ted  i t .  

G erm an y  is  a c r u c ia l  cou n try , and G erm any is  s t i l l  w illin g  but no lo n g e r  

a n x io u s , and th e t im e  for  i t  to  happen d im in ish e s  day b y  d ay .

L yndon to o k  h is  te x t  on V ie tn a m  and in  v iv id , ea rth y  la n g u a g e , 

v e r y  c le a r ,  qu ite im p r e s s iv e ,  su m m a r iz e d  our p o s it io n  v i s - a - v i s  V ie tn a m  

and th e  te n -y e a r  c o u r se  o f the s tr u g g le . I knew he w a s w o rk in g . I knew  

he w anted  to  ex p la in  i t  fr o m  h is  v iew p o in t to M ax, and m ayb e M ax in  tu rn , 

b y  o s m o s is ,  cou ld  ex p la in  i t  to  h is  r e a d e r sh ip . He h as b e e n  h a m m erin g  

aw ay  th is  la s t  m onth  on TV, in  p r e s s  c o n fe r e n c e s , in d iv id u a l c o lu m n is ts ,  

groups o f  C o n g r e ssm e n , to  e v e r y  fo ru m  he m e e ts ,  try in g  to  put V ie tn a m  

in  tru e  p e r s p e c t iv e , to  w in  the w ar  o f  w ord s in  w h ich  w e h ave fa lte r e d  

ev en  m o r e  than on th e b a tt le f ie ld  i t s e l f .

W hen you a r e  r ig h t up so  c lo s e  to  th e s c e n e  i t  i s  hard  to  t e l l  w h en  

so m eth in g  s ta r t s ,  but I b e lie v e  I have s e e n  i t  s ta r t  th e se  la s t  few  w e ek s  - -  

a  s e iz in g  o f the o ffe n s iv e , not o n ly  o f p la n es  and gunfire in  V ie tn a m , but 

h e r e  a t h om e in  te ll in g  about it ,  in  con v in cin g  p e o p le .
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