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An in ten se ly  busy  day began w ith a m eetin g  w ith N ash  C astro , J im  

K etchum , and L iz  and B e s s  to d isc u ss  what extra  s e r v ic e  the W hite H ouse  

could give the thousands of to u r is ts  that f ile  in  in the Springtim e and S u m m er. 

On a reco rd  w eekday th is Spring th ere had been  over 17, 000 in  two h ou rs.

We talked about p o ss ib ly  one or  two w ater fountains som ew h ere on 

the p erip h ery  - -  the lin e  is  so m etim es  se v e r a l b lock s long. I to ld  N ash  

how happy I w as about the so lid  m a ss  of pink hyacinths in  the l it t le  tr ia n g le  

that g reeted  them  as they approached the iron  fence of the W hite H ou se.

We d isc u ssed  a k iosk  to s e l l  f ilm , g ive inform ation  and so  forth  in  a park  

c lo se  by, a g ra cefu lly  designed  sign  saying "The P resid en t's  P ark , " 

m entioning the 12 or so  tr e e s  that have been  planted, beginning in  1826, 

by variou s P r e s id e n ts . This would be as they w alk along the fe n ce .

And m o stly  w e talked about the pros and cons of a  tape record in g  

about the h is to ry  and the State R oom s at the White H ouse that people  

could l is te n  to in  the long E a st C orridor by the th eater , w h ere they  

so m etim es  back up s ix  a b rea st. A tape record in g  would be u n seem ly  

on the s ta te ly  F ir s t  F lo o r , but u sefu l in that a rea  on the Ground F lo o r .

And probably narrow d isp lay  c a s e s ,  to hold se le c ted  china, s ilv e r ,  

m em en toes such  as D o lly  M adison's earrin gs and lock et en c lo sin g  som e  

of h er own h a ir , M ary Todd L in co ln 's note to a fr ien d  inviting  h er to 

tea  that G overnor Goddard had given  m e .

1965

T u esd a y , A p r il 27th *

-  6 -



(

c

No irrev o ca b le  d ec is io n s , but lo ts  of things in  the m ill  for  the people  

who com e to s e e  u s .

And then to the th eater to see  a  v ery  rough v ers io n  of the USIA’s 

"The P r es id en t's  Country, " done by R oger Stevens - -  m uch of it ,  a la s , 

shot in  d rea ry  N oyem b er. I w ish  I'd see n  it  e a r lie r  - -  I'm  glad I saw it  

w hen I did - -  I have fir m  fee lin g s  that w e want to get a c ro ss  the m e ssa g e  

of REA and cheap pow er, fa rm -to -m a rk et road s, agricu ltu ra l know -how , 

what they  have funneled to the folks through the County A gents and the 

S o il C onservation  peop le and what it  has m eant to that country. And we 

want to catch  the phenom e n o n  of Spring,

We le ft , saying w e would try  to m eet in  T exas and I would be the 

P e rso n a l Tour Guide to catch  m o re  of the flavor of the H ill Country.

In the afternoon, I had invited  the Independent A gency w iv es  for  

tea , and at the sam e tim e  Lyndon had arranged a p r e ss  con feren ce in  

the E a st R oom , so  the house w as r e a lly  bursting! My hundred-and-odd  

la d ie s  cam e at th ree o 'c lo ck  t - such old fr ien ds as D orothy V redenburg  

B ush, L ibby R owe, and K atie L ouchheim , and proud new ad d ition s. T here  

w as D r. M ary Bunting of the A tom ic E nergy C om m ission  and p retty  

V irg in ia  M ay Brow n of the ICC, th ese  la s t  two governm ent appointees  

th e m se lv e s  and not w iv e s . W ives with whom  I’d shared tr ip s abroad and 

at hom e: M rs . C arl Rowan (her husband w as the A m bassador when w e
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•were in Finland) and M rs . Jam es Webb (P atsy  went w ith us on our Space  

tr ip  to A labam a). M rs . R o s e l  Hyde of the FCC, w ith w hose husband I 

had -worked hard y ea rs  ago, and M rs. Law son Knott of the GSA, w hose  

husband I am  getting to know w e ll, working w ith the Lyndon B . Johnson  

L ib ra ry .

T his w as for m any th eir  f ir s t  tr ip  to the White H ouse, so  I urged  

them  to be at hom e and lin ger  w ith w hatever w as th e ir  own sp e c ia l lo v e  - -  

the p o r tra its , the China R oom , or the Jacqueline Kennedy G arden.

And then at four, am azingly  w e turned on the TV - -  w e m oved  s e ts  

in to the State Dining R oom , into the L incoln  Room , into the Yellow R oom  

u p sta ir s , for I had invited  a ll the gu ests to s e e  the u p sta irs - -  and w e a ll  

stood around having tea  and watching a liv e  p r e ss  con feren ce in  the W hite 

H ouse being conducted right down the h a ll. •

Lyndon did w e ll, and the p ro file  shots of him  w ere v e r y  strong  

and v er y  handsom e. O nce m o re he took V ietnam  for h is tex t, and he  

hamm ered , ham m ered , ham m ered, te llin g  the s to ry . A lso  he announced  

eight appointm ents, som e being the husbands of at le a s t  two or th ree  of 

the la d ie s  p resen t, to other and h igher p o sts , a n d - - a  l it t le  b it to m y  

d isco m fo rt, the appointm ent of a rep lacem en t for Najeeb H alaby, who 

had, I am  to ld , re s ig n e d . H is w ife w as th ere .

' "V - 8  - ,
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What had started  out as a snafu, having two a ffa irs  going on at the  

sa m e tim e in the W hite H ouse, turned out as  a lark . The la d ies  sa id  they  

would have som eth ing to t e l l  th eir  ch ild ren  and grandchildren about - -  

being a lm o st a t a White H ouse p r e s s  con feren ce!

B ut the day w as not over y et. At s ix  Ann Hand cam e, bringing the 

w iv es  o f two of our A m bassadors: M rs . M atthew s, w hose husband is  

a lrea d y  A m b assad or to N ig er ia , and M rs. Dwight P o r te r , w h ose husband  

i s  going to: Lebanon as our A m b assad or. We had tea  b efore a lo v e ly  f ir e  

in the Y ellow  R oom  - -  the 27th of A p ril, and quite cold - -  it  w il l  n ever  

be Spring th is year - -  the lo n g est, r a in ie s t  that I rem em b er .— ^

And then we joined th eir  husbands and m ine in  the o ffice  and the W est  

G arden for p ic tu re s .

A l i t t le  later, w e had a sm a ll, gay, rather sp ec ia l fa rew e ll party  

for John and T heiline M cC one. He is  leav in g  the CIA, and A d m ira l R a b o rn  

i s ,  of c o u rse , rep lacin g  h im . It too w as in  the Yellow R oom , a sm a ll 

group - -  som e 50 or so  sp e c ia l fr ien ds of the M cCones from  the CIA, 

the State D epartm ent, and th eir  p erso n a l l i f e .  P u re ly  sp u r-o f-th e-m o m en t, 

but a w arm  happy sendoff and a  delightfu l sp eech  by Lyndon, a  p lay  on 

Jam es Bond. Som e M em bers of the Cabinet w ere p resen t - -  the R u sk s, 

the M cNam a ra s , the F ow lers and the C onnors. The durable, s t i l l  handsom e  

A v e r e ll  H arrim an - -  and I w as so  glad b ecau se  it  gave m e a chance to  t e l l
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T uesday, A p ril 27th (continued)

h im  q u ietly  m y ap p reciation  for som ething he is  doing for the W hite H ou se. 

T ogether w ith other A m b assad ors who have serv ed  at the Court of S t. J a m es, 

he is  buying the E p ste in  bust of W inston C hurchhill to g ive to the W hite 

H ou se, w ith  ju st the in scr ip tio n , "From  a w artim e friend of W inston  

C h u rch h ill."

And ju st as  one of 190 m illio n , I am  th rilled  and gratefu l for the 

sm a ll, s im p le  m onum ent to P r e s id e n t  R o o sev e lt - -  ju st a b lock  of w hite  

m arb le  on P enn sylvan ia  Avenue w ith a s im p le  in scr ip tion , "F rom  h is  

c lo s e s t  fr ie n d s ."  It is  what in  h is life tim e  he had sa id  he wanted i f  there  

w e r e  any m onum ent to h im .

Som e of the State D epartm ent people - -  I b e liev e  it  w as G eorge  

B a ll — to ld  m e that things w ere  looking b etter  in the D om inican  R epublic. 

Y esterd a y  it  had looked lik e  another ugly cloud on the h orizon .

I w as so  glad that M rs. R obert Woods B lis s  w as th e re . She h asn 't  

b een  h ere  b efo re  in  m y t im e , and it  gave m e a chance to sa y  that I wanted  

v e r y  m uch to com e out to D um barton Oaks and s e e  the garden, the p r e -  

Colum bian co llec tio n , e sp e c ia lly  P h ilip  Johnson's build ing.

This w as an hour gracefu lly  spent, and just b efore it  w as over  

G overnor and M rs . A llan  S h ivers a rr ived  in  evening clo thes - -  Lyndon 

had asked  them  to have dinner w ith us and for once w e had a reason ab ly
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ea r ly  d inner, at 8:30, fo llow ed  by the b r ie fe s t  dinner appearance - -  on ly  45 

m in u tes p orta l to p orta l - - a t  the annual dinner of the U . S .  Chamber of 

C om m erce, who w ere honoring Bob M cN am ara. We picked up the S h iv ers ,  

drove out, w alked in  ju st in tim e to l is te n  to the honor bestow ed  on h im , to  

hear h is  b r ie f  rejo in der and for Lyndon to sa y  h is few w ords - -  how he does  

ad m ire and depend on Bob - -  and back  at the W hite H ouse b efore  ten . The 

even ing had that p ecu liar  quality for m e , and I b e liev e  for the other th ree , 

of p le a su r e , r e le a s e ,  gra tifica tion  that two who have been  torn asunder by  

p o lit ic s  a re  once again quite naturally  good fr ien d s . Lyndon and A llan  

S h iv ers  had begun as fr ien d s , had gone through a knockdown, dragout - -  

I b e lie v e  it  w as in  1956, in w hich our v e ry  divided D em ocratic  P a rty  in  

T exas had re jo iced  and tr ied  to b loody up the sc h ism . But h ere th ey  w e r e ,  

ta lk ing in  a re la x ed  and com fortable m anner.

Looking back  on it , Lyndon’s l ife  has been  extraord in arily  fr e e  of 

lo s in g  fr ien d s in  a ll the 30 or m ore  y ea rs  that he has been  in  p o lit ic s ,  

having f ir m ly  held  the re in s and having to m ake c h o ic e s , but som ehow  

has m anaged to keep or to return  to m o st of our fr ien d s.

Today has been  one of th ose  fu ll Spring d a y s . A p ril and M ay for  

y ea rs  now have been  the peak of a c tiv ity . But I love it .
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