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Tuesday, April 27th

= An.intensely busy day began with a meoting with Nash Castro, Jim
Ketohu:m',_ and L1z and Bess to“di_scus s whé.t extra ‘service‘the Whité House
oouid .‘gi:ve the th_ousands of to.u:r:i.sts. tha..t_.file}in"in the Springtiﬁie and Sufnniér. }.
On a reco:.:d.wee.lAct;lay this Sbriﬁg thei'e bao been over 17,000 in two hoors.

We talked a.bout possibly one or two water fountains somewhere on

the per1phery -- the 11ne is sometlmes several blocks long I told Nash

how happy I was about the sohd mass of p1nk hyacinths in the little tr1ang1e
that greeted them as they approached the iron fence of the White House, °
We discoéoed av kiosk to sell film, give informaﬁ.tion o.nd so “for‘th in é pal;k-
close by, a gra.cefull;} designod oign saying '"The President's Park, ". »
mepfiobing the 12 or vso trees that have been planted : beginning in 1826,
by va.rious Presidenﬁs. This would be as they walk along the fence.

| ~ And mostly-we talked about the pros and cons of a tape recordmg
about the hlstory and the State Rooms at the White House tha.t people
could 11sten to in the long East Corridor by the theater, where they
sometimes back up'sa,x abrea.st. A tape record1ng would be unséemly' ‘
o‘n th'e.rstatelyv f‘irét Fioor, but useful in that area on the .GroundvF];o:or.
And probably no.rrow dispia& cases, to hold selectedv china; silver; |

mementoes such as Dolly Madison's earrings and locket enclosing some

. of her own hair, Mary 'I‘odd_L_incolh's note to a friend inviting her to

tea that Governor Goddard had given me.
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Tﬁesda.y,b April 27th {continued)

- No irrevocable decisions, but lots of things in the mill for the people
who come to see us.

. And then to the theater to see a very rough version oi the USIA's

.”The President's Country, " done by Roger Stevens -- much of it, a.ia.s, ‘

shot in dreary No_vember. . I wish I'd seen it earlier -- I'm glad I saw it
when I did -- I have firm feelings that we want to getv across the message

of REA and ch=ap .po'w er, farm-to-market roads, agricultural know -how, |

: whaf they have funneled to the folks throubgh the Cbunty Agents and the

Soil ‘Corllservation ‘people and what it has meant to that country. And we
want to catch thé pheno_m. of Spring.‘ |

We left, saying we would try to Iﬁeet in Texas and I wou’id be th.e‘
Personal Toﬁ.r C.r'uide to catch more of the ﬂa;\‘ror of the Hill Cout_ﬂ:ry. :

- In the a.fternoon, I had invited the Independent Agency wives for

‘tea, and at the same time Lynddn had é.rran'ged a press conference in

.the'ﬁa,st ’R.oom, so the house was really bursting! vMy hundreé.-a.nd-odd
ladies came at th;'eé o'clock -- sucﬁ ola friends as Dorothy Vre'denbur‘g
Bush, Liﬁby_Rowe, énd Katie Lou;:hheir.:ri,' and ﬁroud vnew additions. Théi'e'
was Dr. Mary .Bu'nting of the Atomié Energy'Commission_ and pretty
Virgihia May Brown 6{ the ICC, these last ‘two' government appoin_tées '
therhselves and not wives; Wives with vwhc:.}rn‘]';‘d shared tripé a;broad and

at home: ‘Mrs. Carl Rowaﬁ (her h.usba.nci was the Ambassador when \‘ne |
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Tuesday, April 27th (continued)

were in Finland) and Mrs. .Ja.r'nes’ Webb (Patsy went with us on our Space

trip to 'Alaba.ma)'. "Mrs. Rossmedl Hyde of the FCC, with whose husband I . -

had worked hé.rd years a.go,' and Mrs. Lawsoﬁ Knott of the GSA, whose ’

: husband Iam getting to know well, working with the Lyndon B. J ohnson

Libirary. '

| 'I‘-his.. was for many their first trip to the White House, ‘so I urged
the;r.z to be at héme and linger wifh wha.teve.r was theii' own spécial love -- .
the poz.'traits., tﬁ_e China Rdoin, or the J aéqueliné Kennedy Ga.r.den.‘

And then at four, amazingly we turned on the TV -- we moved sets

into the State Dining Room, into the Lincoln Room, into the Yellow Room

' upstaii's, for I had invited all the guests to see the upstairs ~- and we ail

stood around having tea and watching a live press conference in the White
House being conducted right down the hall. A . | E

: Liyndon-did well, and the profile shots of him were very lst‘rong‘.‘

" and very handsome. Once more he took Vietnam for his text, and he

hammered, ha.mh‘xered, hammered, telling the story. Also he announced

e‘ight a.i:poiﬁtménts, some béing the husbands of at least two or three of

© the ladies present, to other and higher posts, and -- a little bit to my

discomfort, the appointment of a replacement for Najeeb Halaby, who
had, I am told, :resignéd. His wife was there.
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Tuesday, Apfil 27th (continued)

~ What had started out as a snafu, having two affairs going on at the
same time in the White House, turned out as a lark. The ladies said they

would have something to tell their children and grandchildren about --

being almost at a White House press conference!’

But the dé.y was not over yet. At six Ann Hand came, bringing the ‘

wives of two of our Ambassadors: Mrs. Matthews, whose husband is

already Ambassador to Nigeria, and Mrs. Dwighf Porter, whose husband

is going to Lebanon as our Ambassador. We had tea before a lovely fire

in the Yellow Room -- the 27th of April, and quite cold -- it will never

be Spring this year -- the longest, rainiest thatl remember.—fj -

And ther joined their husbands and mine in the office and the West -

' Garden for pictures.

A little.later. we had a small, gay, rather special farewell party

“for J ohn and Theiline McCone. He is llea..ving the CIA, and Admiral Ragbarn

is, of conrse,v 'Vrepla.cing hi.tn.‘ It too was in the Ye];low»Room, a srhall.
group‘..‘-- some 50 o:r.; so speci.al friends of the McCones fr'om fﬁe CI.A,

the _Sta-te Department, .and their perslonla.l life. Pur'e];y .‘svpur -0f>-th‘e -moment,
but al warm i’xappy séndoﬁ and a.. délightful speech by Lyndon, é. play on ‘
James Bond. 'So‘rne_ Members of the Cabinet were éreserit -- i:he\_Rusks,' '
the McNamaras, thé Fowlers and the Connors. ;The'durabl_é, st‘ill-‘ha.nd.so‘rnev E
Averell Harriman -- and I \sas so gla& bec#use it gave me a chanée to tgll

-9-




1965

Tuesday, April 27th (continued)

him quietly my appreciation for -sdméthing he is doing for the White House.

" Together with other Ambassa.d’ors‘ who have served at the Court of St. James,

" he is buying the Epstein bust of Winston Churchhill to give to the White

House, with just the inscription, '"From a wartime friend of Winston

Churchhill. "

And ju‘s.twa.s one of 190 million, I am thrilled ‘a.nd gfateful for the

' small,' simple monument to President Roosevelt -- just a block of white

marble on Pennsylvania Avenue with a simple inscription, "From his

closest friends." It is what in his lifetime he had said he wanted if there

were any monument to him.
Some of the State'Department'people ~~ I believe it was George

Ball -5-' told me that thingsv were looking better in the Dominican Republic. - .

. Yesterday it had looked like another ugly cloud on the horizon.

Iwas so-glad that Mrs. Robert Woods Bliss was there. She hasn't

been here before in my. time, and it gave me a chance to say that I wanted

very much to come out to Dum barton Oaks and see the garden, the pre-

C

Colﬁmbia.n colle‘ction, especially Philip J ohnson's‘ building.

Thi..s waé an hour gracefully spent, and just bvefor:e it was over
Governor and Mrs. Allan Shivers arri\;ed in.evening clothes -- Lyndon -
had asked them to have dinner with us and fé:; .once. we had a ‘reasona‘.bly
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Tuesday, Aprn 27th (continued)

| aa.rly d1nner, at 8:30, follow ed by the briefest d1nner appearance -- only 45

mmutee porta.l to portal -~ at the annual dinner of the U. S Cha.mber of

Commerce, who were honormg Bob McNe,mara.; We picked up the Shlvers,
drorr'e out, walkAedi in jnst in time to listen to the honor bestowed on him," to _
hear his brrelf‘rejoinder -and for Lyndonto 'say. his few words -~ how he does .
admire.' a.nd depend on Bob -- and ba.ck et the White House before f:en. ‘. The '
evemng had that pecuhar quality for me, and I believe for the other three, |

of plea.sure, relea.se, gra.tlhcatzon that two who have been torn asunder by

' pol1t1cs are once aga.m quite naturally good fr1ends. Lyndon and Alla.n

Shivers ha.d hegun as frie.nds, had gone through a knockdown, dragout --
I believ.e it.\.ava.s in 1956 , in ‘which our very divided Democr}ati.c Partsr in
Texas had rejoiced .and tried to bloody up the schism. But here_thef were.; ,
talking in a relaxed and comforfable rnanner. o |

Looking back on it, .Lyndon's life has been ext:x:a.ordi.na.:‘rildyv free of

losing friends in all the 30 or more years that he has been in politics,

having firrnly held the reins and having to make choices, but somehow .

has manaiged to keep or to return to most of our friends.

Today has been one of those full Spring da.ys Apr_il and May for

love
years now have been the peak of act1v1ty But I Hice it.
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