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I w as up e a r ly  to g reet the 20 m en and ■women who a re  lea d ers  o f 

the L e t's  B eau tify  A m erica  cam paign, who a re  h ere at the invitation  of the  

R ead ers' D ig est for a day of sem in ar and touring.

The Readers* D ig est has printed  a condensed v e r s io n  of m y U . S . N ew s  

and W orld R eport in terview  on beauty, and as a so r t of sa lu te  to the p ro jec t is  

donating 800 floribunda r o s e s  for the p laza  at Union Station and by inviting  

th ese  le a d e r s  in  th e ir  own com m unities to  d iscu ss  and exchange id e a s . I 

ran  into s e v e r a l o f m y frien ds through the m a il! M r. and M rs. Jam es  

F in n e ll of Paducah, K ansas, who, of a ll th in gs, has an auto junkyard!

He has gone to w ork on it  planting poplar tr e e s  and is  startin g  s la t  fen cing , 

painted red  and w hite, and a lso  tr ied  to persuade d ea lers  in  a fiv e -S ta te  

a sso c ia tio n  to do lik e w ise . And th ere  w as M rs. Krupp fro m  G reen v ille , 

M iss is s ip p i, who had staged  a one-w om an cam paign to get u n sigh tly  shacks  

torn  down or painted by th eir  ow n ers. It w as a 30 m inutes w e ll spent.

Then back  to w ork u p sta ir s --to find from  Lyndon that m y r e l ie f  

o v er  the D om inican  R epublic w as sh o r t- liv e d . He hadn't gone to s lee p  

until four A . M . th is m orn ing. There w as so m uch to read , so  m uch to  

w o rry  about and decide about.

T his w as the day for m y W omen D oers luncheon. M r s . V incent 

A sto r  of New York w as one of the f ir s t  to a rr iv e  and bow led m e over b y  

say in g  that she w anted to contribute $10, 000 to the b eau tifica tion  p rogram
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in  W ashington, and le t 's  be thinking up som e id e a s . I am  m oving in  

d ifferen t c ir c le s  from  any I have known! She is  a thoroughly delightfu l 

w om an.

And at Leila C lark 's su g g estio n  I had invited M rs . Crum; A rlen e  

F r a n c is , the a c te ss  and TV figu re , w as there; and M rs. H arrison , w ife  

o f the G overnor of V irg in ia , to w hose State w e w ill be going on a w onderful 

tour, part b eau tification , part art, the 11th of M ay.

One of the m o st in terestin g  people w as D r . V ictor ia  Shook, head  

o f the p o lit ica l s c ie n c e  departm ent at Mount Holyoke C ollege.. She is  

furn ish ing us w ith two bright young in terns th is sum m er for W hite H ouse  

w ork . They w ill  have 35 in terns in  a ll  in  d ifferent D epartm ents th is  

su m m er.

T here w ere  16 of us in  a ll, ranging from  the head o f the P en n sy lv a n ia
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H orticu ltu ra l S o c ie ty  to the ch ie f of the human factors group of B e l l  H e li-
.. .....  ■

cop ter in  F t. W orth, who had studied what m akes f lie s  act lik e  they  do and

a ll  so r ts  of s itu a tio n s.

But to m e the s ta r  of the day w a s , by a l l  odds, sm a ll, e ld e r ly ,

b ird lik e , g en tle -fa ced , M rs. Jam es Bush-Brow n, a m o st rem ark ab le

wom an, the Founder and P resid en t o f the Neighborhood G arden A sso c ia tio n

of P h ilad elp h ia . She talked to us and told  us a ll about the garden b lock

developm ent that she spent 12 or m ore years doing, what it  had m eant
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to the people who liv ed  th ere , how it  had changed the fa ce  of th o se  b lock s  

and the h eart o f them , I b e lie v e . It w as b e s t  sa id  in  the rem ark s of som e  

of the fo lks who liv e  there: "When I w ork in  m y garden, I ju st f e e l  c lo se  

to  God som ehow ." "In the m orning b efo re  I  s ta rt cooking b rea k fa st, I 

w alk  out on m y front porch  and I look  at m y flo w ers, and it  mak e s  the day  

for m e .” You had that delighted  fee lin g  that h ere wom an and job had m et  

at the height of th e ir  potentia l. She had a rem arkable sp ir itu a l quality , 

and see in g  h er m ade m y day.

It w as a good luncheon, good ta lk , follow ed by a tr ip  to the Q ueen's  

R oom  and the L incoln  Room  and a rather ea r ly  departure, after  w hich  I- 

w ent down to sa y  h ello  to Senator F red  H arris and th ree gen eration s of 

his fam ily , the e ld e st  h is w ife 's  G randm other - - a  fu ll-b lood ed  Indian, 

w earin g  her Indian tr ib a l c lo th es , speaking litt le  E nglish , to m e at le a s t  - -  

and her granddaughter, M rs. F red  H a rr is , the S en ator's w ife , young, 

a c tiv e , v e r y  m uch a t hom e in  h er  r o le . The lin es  of that t it le  "Only in  

A m erica"  sang through m y m ind.

L ater  Lynda and I looked at s lid e s  o f  the ranch by Okamoto - -  som e  

grea t bluebonnet ones - -  and then back u p sta irs for a lit t le  r e s t .  How I 

w ish  it  could have b een  Lyndon in stead  of m e! - -  b efore our dinner for  

the Johnson ap p oin tees.
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W ednesday, A p ril 28th (continued)

I got the w ord that he would be la te . I w ent down at once on tim e  

to  m ix  w ith  our 184 or so  gu ests in the E a st R oom . B eing la te  didn't bode 

w e ll for the new s from  the D om inican  R epublic.

T here w ere  the T yler A b e lls , for once in the ro le  o f g u e sts , our 

lon gtim e fr ien ds the R am say C lark s, the Buford E llin gton s, the Lloyd  

H ands, and the F red  V inson , J r .s . Young Eddie and R eyna W e is l. And 

our sta ff m em b ers o f whom I am  so  proud: the M arvin W atsons and B ill  

M o y ers, the D ouglas M acA rthurs whom  Lyndon had brought back  from  

B elg iu m  to be A ss is ta n t S ecre ta ry  of State, and the Tom  Manns (he had 

e levated  h im  to be Under S ecre ta ry  o f State for E conom ic A ffa irs), e legant 

M arietta  T ree (the ey es  of a ll  the gentlem en in the room  follow ing h er), 

and poor dear V ice A d m iral W illiam  R a b orn, uprooted from  a c o m -

fortab le  lu cra tiv e  l ife  and landing r igh t in  the eye of the h u rricane h is  

f ir s t  day.

Som e tim e during the evening Lyndon sa id , "At le a s t  th er e 's  one 

happy m an around: John M cCone. "

We had a long v is it  b efore  Lyndon arrived  at a lm o st 9, and then  

a c lip p ety -c lip  p ictu re-tak in g  s e s s io n  w ith a ll  the couples; then dinner 

in  two room s - -  I had H enry F ow ler on m y right - -  h e 's  alw ays ea sy  to 

ta lk  to . H e's another we brought back at con sid erab le  sa c r if ic e  to h im se lf .
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Lyndon m ad e a to a st that m ade e v er y  ap p oin tee  th e r e , I th ink, 

f e e l  c lo s e r  to h im  and to  that entity w e c a ll  the A d m in istra tio n , and Joe  

F o w le r  resp o n d ed , w ith  a sw eet lin e  to m e . He had about an h ou r's  

n o t ic e , he to ld  m e , that he w as exp ected  to a n sw er . ^

The'^lingering o v er  co ffee  and liq u ers  in  the h a ll and p a r lo r s  

and u p sta ir s  to a rea so n a b ly  ea r ly  b ed tim e, about 11:30 .

L u ci had co m e down for a m om en t in the a ftern oon  and d e sc r ib e d

th em  as d eco ra tio n s  on the sh e lv e s , th ereb y  rep la c in g  so m e  o f the b o o k s .  

S h e 's  a v e r y  p o s it iv e  l i t t le  g ir l, speaking the s tra n g e  v ern a cu la r  o f a  

d iffe re n t g en era tio n . The l iv e l ie s t ,  lo v e l ie s t ,  m o st lo v a b le  l i t t le  s p r i t e !
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