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1965

Wednesday, April 28th L | U
- I was up early ta greet the 20 men and wpmén who are leaders of
the Let!'s Beautify America campaign, who are here at the invitation of the

‘Readers' Digest for a day of seminar and touring.

" - The Readers!' bigést has printed a condensed version of my U. S. News

and World Iié'port intervieﬁ on beauty, énd as a ‘sqrt 6£ saluj:e to 'the‘ projecl; is ,. '
donating 800 ﬂoribuﬁdé roses for:the plaza at I_iﬁiori Statién and by inviting |
t.hes’e leaders in »their‘own éomniunities to discués and exchahgé'idea.s. 1
ran into se#e_ral of my friends through the mail! Mr. and Mrs. J ames -

-~ Finnell of- Paducah, Kansaé, who, of all things, .h§s an auto junk‘yard!A ’

He ha.g gone to work on it planting popl,a..r trees and is starting slat fencing,

. 'pa.intéd‘ red and ﬁhite, énd a.lsQ tried to per‘sua‘c‘ié dealers in a five —Staté |
as sociation to ‘do' lﬂ{ewise.; And theré Was Mré. Krupp from Greenvil'le,‘ '
Mis sis-sippi, lWilo ha;d sfa.ged a one-woman »c‘arn‘paign fo get unéightiy shlacks‘_
torn down 'lbr_‘p‘ainted By tﬁeir o.\.nngrs - It was a 30 minutes well 'spent.

Then back to work up.s.tairs.—-v ‘tﬁ find from Lyhdog that my vrelie‘fiv .
oyef the Domiﬁicaﬂ Républi; was short-lived. vHe‘ hadn;t gone to sleep
until foﬁf A.. M'. this mo.rning. ‘There was so much to read, so much ta
worry abox;.t and 'decide about;

AThi.s was‘the- dé,y for my Women Doers Luncheoﬁ. Mrs. Vi‘nce'nt»
Astor vo_f .Nbew :Yo'rklwas 'oné of the fifst to a.rri\.re.and bowled me over bby
saying that she wanted 1;0 contribute $10, 000 to the beaut.iﬁcatic;nprogram
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1965

Wednesday,' April 28th (continued)

in Wash1ngton, end let‘s be th1nk1ng up some ideas. Iam moving in
dlfferent c1rcles from any I have known! She is a thoroughly dehghtful
woman.

And at Le{la. Clark's suggestion I had invited Mrs. Crum; Arlene

Francis, the actess and TV £1gure, was there a.nd Mrs Harrlson, w1fe

of the Governor of 'Virginia, to whose State we will be going on a v_vonderful -

tour; ﬁert beautlfica.tion, pa.rt' art, the 11th of May.

| 'One of the most 'inter'esting people was .Dr. Vlctoria Shook, llead
of the politlcal scienoe depaftmeht at Nlount Holyolce College.. She is |
furnishing us vsithtwo bl’ight young interns this summer for White Hou‘se ,
w_ork. They wlll have 35 inte:rns in all in differ_ent Departments this

summer.

There were 16 of us in a.ll ra.ngmg from the head of the Pennsylvania

Hort1cultural Soc1ety to the chief of the human fa.ctors group of Bell Heli- _

"R.a_/ ?

| copter in Ft Worth who ha.d studled what makes ﬂles act like they do a.nd

all sorts of sltuat:.ons.

But to me the star of the (la.y v;as, by all odds, ‘sma.ll elderly,
birdlike, gentle-fa.ced Mrs. James Bush-Brown, a most remarkable |
woman, | the .Founder and.President of the Neighborhood Garderl Assomation. .
of Philadelphia. She talked to us encl told us all about the garden block
development that she spent 12' or more 'yea.rs (Iioing,r what it. had nleant
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- Wednesday, April 28th (continued)

1965

-

to the peopie who lived there, how it had changed the face of those blocks

and the heart Aof them, I believe. It was best said in the remarks of some '

' of ‘the folké who live there: "When I work in my garden, I just feel close_

- to God somehow." '"In the morning before I start éooking breakfast, I |

walk out on my front porch and I ldok_ at my flowers, and it makes the day -

for me." You had that delighted feeling that hei‘e woman and job had méti :

- at the height of their potential. She hé.d a rlemark'ablle hpiritual Quality,

and s eeing-her made my day.

It was a good luncheon, good talk, followed by a trip to the Queen's

. Room and the Lincoln Room and a rather early departure; after which I.

went down to .s.a..}‘r vhello to Senator Fred Harris and three generations of
his family, thé eldest his wife's Gi'andmother -'-‘a 'full-bloo‘ded Indiatil.,
wéaring-her. Indiaﬁ triba.l'clc’)thes, ‘speaking» little Englisl;, to me at least -
and her granddaughter, Mrs. Fred Harris, .t‘he Senator's wife, iybﬁn‘g,
active, very much at home in hgr role.. Thg lines o_f that' fitle "Onljr in ,
Afnérica” sang fhro'ugh my mind. | |
"L'ater Lyﬁda and I ibqkedv;t sli&es of the ranch by‘Okamoto' --; son:.ué
great bluebonnet ones -- ;and then back upstairs for a little rest. ’.Ht:.)w I
WiSh. it could have been Lyndon instead of rr;ei -- before obu:brbdinner for

the Johnson appointees.
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Wednesday, April 28th (continued)

I got the word that he would be late. I went down at once on time

to mix w1th our 184 or so guests in the East Room. Being late didn't bode

’w ell for the news from the Dominican Republic.

There were the Tyler Abells, for once in the role of guests, our
longt1me fr:.ends the Ramsey Clarks, the Buford Ellmgtons, the Lloyd
Hands, and the Fred Vlnson, Jr k. Young Edd1e and Reyna. Welsl And
our staff members of whom I.am so proud _the Marvm Watsons and Bill
Movers, the Douglas MacArthurs whom Lyndon had brought back from

Belglum to be As sistant Secretary of State, and the Tom Manns (he had

elevated him to be Under Secretary of State for Economic Aﬁalrs), elegant

Mar1etta. Tree. (the eyes of all the gentlemen :ln the room follow1ng-her),
and poor dear Vlce Admiral William Raﬁburn, uprooted from a com-
fortable lucrative 11:Ee and landmg right in the eye of the hurncane hrs
£1rst day. , o

| ‘Some time during the evening Lyndon said, ”At least there's one’
happy man around: John MeCone,. "

lNe had a long visit before Lyndon arrived at almost 9, and then

a cllppety-clip bicture ~taking session with all the oouples; then dinner |

in two rooms -~ I had Henry Fowler on my right -- he's alWays easy to

~ talk to. He's another we brought back at considerable sacrifice to himself,
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Wedne3day, April Z8th (continued)

-
Lyndon made a toast that made every appointee there, I think,
feel closer to him and to that entity we call the Administration, and Joe
Fowler responded, with a sweet line to me. He had about an hour's
notice, he told me, that he was expected to answer. A
The'*lingering over coffee and liquers in the hall and parlors

and upstairs to a reasonably early bedtime, about 11:30.

Luci had come down for a moment in the afternoon and described

them as decorations on the shelves, thereby replacing some of the books.
She's a very positive little girl, speaking the strange vernacular of a

different generation. The liveliest, loveliest, most lovable little sprite!





