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I w oke -with a  s e n s e  o f u rg en cy  that I m u st u se  m y  two d ays at th e

ra n ch  f u l ly .   I t  w as a b ea u tifu l day . W ith D oroth y  T e r r ito  and M r. K le in ,

I d rove  to  L yndon’s b oyho od h om e in  Joh n son  C ity  and w e hung th e p ic tu r e s  

of th e  ca m p a ig n s around th e fra m ed  n ew sp a p er  th at cam e out on E le c t io n

-D a y -la s t  N ovem b er, and the p ic tu re  of M r. John son  w hen he w as in  the ;
•'

L e g is la tu r e . We put out the h an d som e B ib le  contain ing the fa m ily  r e c o r d s .  

And th en  I r ea d  o v e r  m y  s c r ip t  and got rea d y  fo r  the m ee tin g  w ith  th e  

p r e s s .

L iz  a r r iv e d  at 9:30 w ith Isa b e l l e S h elton , W inz o la  M cL endon ,
f

N an R o b er tso n , Wauh illa u  L aH ay, and F r a n c e s  L ew ine and so m e o n e , a  

m an , w ho sh e  la u g h in g ly  in trod u ced  a s ,  "T his is  H elen  T h o m a s' s ta n d -in , 

s in c e  sh e  has a  b rok en  fo o t . "

R oom  b y  r o o m  and s to r y  b y  s to r y , I w ent lo v in g ly  th rou gh  th e  

h o u se , try in g  to  pa in t a  p ic tu re , tu rn ing to  L u c ia , who has done m o r e  

on it  than anybody, fo r  e la b o ra tio n , and a ls o  M r s . G liddon - -  I a m  glad  

I had r e m e m b e r e d  to c a l l  h e r , and so m eb od y  fro m  th e B la n co  p a p er ,

M r s . H ow k. W e had te a c a k e s  and c o f fe e . I ta lk ed  p lan tin g  w ith  M r. 

C a r te r . T he yard  is  look in g  lo v e ly . S o m e o f the w is te r ia  h e  p lan ted  

i s  a c tu a lly  in  b lo o m . I lo o k ed  w ith  d e lig h t a t the hanging b a sk e ts  o f  

W andering Jew and p etu n ias that N an cy  N e g ley  had brough t, and d isp a tch ed  

th e  la d y  p r e s s  w ith  a  jug o f B lo o d y  M arys brought fro m  the ra n ch  th a t  

th ey  w ould  have b e fo r e  th e ir  b a rb ecu e  lu n ch  a t C e c il P r e sn e l l ' s  ran ch
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h o u se .

T hen S im o n e  and I le f t  w ith  G eo rg e  S tev en s  of the USIA and Judy  

W illia m s  o f N BC  and G e o rg e ’s c a m e r a  crew  fo r  the L B J .  I w anted to  

im p a r t m o r e  o f  the s p ir it  o f the cou n try  that produ ced  Lyndon, m o r e  '

o f  our f e e l  fo r  i t  and its  e f fe c t  on h im , than I had s e e n  in  th e U SIA 's . 

ro u g h  v e r s io n . A s w e ro d e  I gave a  running co m m en ta ry  on th e ca ttle  

and g r a s s e s  and h is to r y  o f the ran ch , th e  h ou se  w h ere  he w as b orn , 

th e sch o o lh o u se , the g ra v ey a rd .

And th en  w e had ham  and g r its  and p ea ch es  fro m  the D e e p fr e e z e  

and th en  le f t  fo r  the S ch o r n h o r st, w h ere  D a le  w as brand ing r e g is te r e d  

c a tt le  on th e ir  h orn s w ith  a s m a l l  i r o n  that m a rk s  the n u m b er. D a le  

in  h is  p la id  s h ir t  and b oots and cow boy hat d id n 't n eed  a b it o f m akeup  

to  go  in  th e m o v ie s !  A lfred o  w as la c o n ic  and p ic tu re sq u e . D a le ’s l i t t le  

b o y s  b rough t h im  th e brand ing iron, h e ld  the h e ife r s  up to put th e ir  

n e c k s  in  th e  v ic e ,  th e brand w ent down on th e horn , i t  sm ok ed  and  

s iz z le d ,  and I ground aw ay w ith  m y  c a m e r a , to o .

On the w ay  w e  had gotten  so m e  w on d erfu l h ighw ay p ic tu r e s  o f  . 

b lu eb o n n ets , p a in tb ru sh , w in ecu p s . T hen w e drove around o v e r  the  

S ch or n h o r st, c lim b in g  o v er  the g r e a t  pink gra n ite  outcropp ing a lon g  

th e  road  th at I c a l l  "Hold Up the S ta g eco a ch  D r iv e ." T h ere  two d e e r  , , 

le a p e d  a c r o s s  th e r o a d . And fin a lly , to  the g r ea t m ea d o w , s t i l l  fu ll
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o f b lu eb o n n ets , th ou gh  they're gettin g  w hite  a lon g  th e  to p . It ex ten d s fo r  a lm o s t  

a m i le ,  ending a t th e tan k . " ,

T h ey  s e t  up th e ir  cam e ra s  and sh ot and sh ot for  the p e r fe c t  p ic tu r e , 

•while I -went w alk in g  a lon g  one o f the ston e  w a l ls .  Suddenly a sn ak e r a r e d  . 

up in  fro n t o f m e  - -  about two fe e t  in  the a ir , it  look ed , and tow ard  m e  - -  

and I tu rn ed , s c r e e c h in g  - -  no h ero in e  m e! - -  and the sn a k e , eq u a lly ' 

s c a r e d , sc u tt le d  o ff into the b u sh  in  th e o th er  d ir e c t io n . I do not th ink  

i t  -was a r a tt le sn a k e .

B e l ie v e  m e , I tr ie d , but not h avin g any c a m e ra  a t a l l ,  o n ly  one  

g ir l ,  a  r e s e a r c h is t .  M iss  W illia m s, r e p r e se n tin g  N B C . I ex p e c t i t  w a s  

a  d ry  h a u l. I b e lie v e  NBC is  r e a l ly  try in g  fo r  a show w ith  L yndon and  

th a t i s  a l l .  "C o u n try " to th em  is  sec o n d a ry . B ut I lo v e  i t ,  and to m e  i t  

i s  a  s ta r  in  it s  own r ig h t.

H eading fo r  th e H ayw ood R anch , w e d rove  a c r o s s  cou n try  through  

th e  W est R anch , and th e r e  I to ld  th em  th ey  w ould have th e ir  b e s t  ch an ce  

to  g et so m e  good d e e r  p ic tu r e s . T hey put th e ir  c a m era  on top of the  

c a r , and in  the lo v e ly  lon g  hour b e fo r e  su n se t w e drove s lo w ly , w e  

stop p ed , w e saw h erd  a fter  h erd  o f d e e r , th ey  had a lon g  le n s ,  but 

w e w e r e  n e v e r  r e a l ly  c lo s e  to  an y . We had so m e good su n se t  sh o ts  

o f P a c k sa d d le  in  the d is ta n c e .

T hen th ey  put th e ir  c a m e r a s  b a ck  in  the ca r  and, su r e  enough,
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w ith in  th e n ex t f iv e  m ile s  the d e e r  w e re  r ig h t jam b up to th e ro a d ! We had  

hoped to  go b y  the N ic h o lso n . Two w eek s ago the b lu eb onn ets th e r e  had 

s u r p a s se d  th o se  a n y w h ere . B ut our day w as ea ten  up and it  w a s too  la t e .

A t d ark  w e a r r iv e d  a t the H ayw ood, had drin k s and b a rb ecu e  out 

on  th e  p a t io . D oroth y  T e r r ito  had r id d en  o v er  to jo in  u s , and A . W . and  

M a r ia lle n w e r e  th e r e , and J e s s e  w ith  a w idow , M r s . Upton, p r e tty , 

a ttr a c t iv e , c a p a b le -s e e m in g . H e had found h er  h im s e lf  - -  noth ing a rra n g ed  

b y  th e e a g e r  la d ie s  so  anxiou s to  f ix  h im  up.

D a le  and J e w e l w e r e  w ith  u s . G eorge  S tev en s is  a p e r so n a b le ,  

a ttr a c t iv e  young m a n . I tr ie d  to e l ic i t  fro m  A . W . and D a le  an y  ex tra  

lo c a l  c o lo r  th at m ig h t h elp  pain t A  P r e s id e n t 's  C ou n try . T hen I w ent 

in  to  w atch  G u n sm ok e, sa id  goodbye to  ev er y o n e , and w as hom e a t the  

L B J R anch , t ir e d  and rea so n a b ly  s a t is f ie d  and rea d y  for  s le e p  a t 11.
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