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 Sunday, May 2nd.

’ I awoke early with that feeling of having scarce coin to spen&,_ ',

a day of my own/] a.nd wantmg to make it stretch a.nd use it well

I went to church at St. Barnabas, takmg Dorothy Terrlto and .'

Simone Poulame.; _For two reasons, really. I miss it -~ I haven‘t beevnt DT
" theré the last two t'i.i“:nes' I have been to the ranch. And then I wanted . .

. to see»the planti‘ng;"t'j

I found the ';valkway, lined With cedar:fposts, soon to be covere‘d‘ o

- with a'wist¢ria arbor and quite charming. But there is still much to"

be done, and they.haven't set _the value that I do on local plants -- the -

" things ‘of V:the country: m retama, wildflowers that I ﬁnd: so en-

chanting.:j '

I left in rather an unérac1ous hurry, because.we must get to
'Jeﬁerson by 12 30. I.nz a.nd‘_h_er ﬁve charges, Isavb‘e_lle, Wauhillau, o
Winzola, Nan and Fran‘ces were 'corn_fortahle in Ithe lifrihg room,l ﬁith‘ |
'tales‘n;'o}f barhecue ai{d bluehonn:ets ye sterdast. We rushed out to the -

: pia}lé; h1ch turned out to be the N27W. On the way I briefed them :
about my two years in Jefferson -- the h1story, culture, air of the -
old town, and 1ts revival through the hard work and 1mag1nat10n of
the. Women s Garden Club Unhapp1ly, I us ed the phrase that it

remmded me in part of a scene from Tennessee W1111ams -- deca.yed

: -gentﬂlty, ,threa.db_ar_e charm -- but the grea.t story is what the women, e
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Sunday, May 2nd (continued)

- have done to put it on the map, “to give it a feeling ofAmarch and a taste

-of success.

,,_Y:At.the Marshall airport, to'my amazement there was quite a -

'little crowd I had only called Dorls some t1me Saturday a.fternoon.

Ruth was there, the Ph111p Baldw1ns - llttle Ph111p W1th a red carnatlon

bouquet'--- a.classmate from Marshall H1gh School Wew to the
Excelsxor Hotel and there the town really was assembled Ruth Lester ,'4 S

met me at the front door, ﬂanked by all the members of the. Pllgr]m ge

2 ot L
Comm:.ttee, Luc1lle Terry, bs Ben&ﬁeld the Benny Moseleys We

toured the old hotel bu11t by a Mlssm s1pp1 steamboat Capta1n 1n the

1850"3 and in busmess ever smce, still furnlshed almost entu'ely by

' or1g1nal furmshmgs in rosewood and mahogany Roc;oco Vlctorlan, o

Napoleon beds, sle1gh beds, Jenny Lmd beds, one table almost 1dent1cal

to the blrd‘ -nest table in the meoln Room in the Wh1te House. I s1gned ‘_ S

the reglster that had been s1gned by two Pre51dents, Ulysses S Grant
and Rutherford Hayes, f1nanc1er J ay Gould, and many notables. 'l‘he’
hostesse_’s w_ere arrayed in cr_inolirls of‘Civil ‘War days, some old, 'all :
picturesque, and everywhere‘fo’un'd memorl‘es of the two years’ I ‘s'pent
there.» ‘ S

The tvnn daughters of J. H Bennnﬁeld pretty y0ung g1r1s vof
about 16 or so, Mary Lou Dav1s, to whose house I used to go to study, _‘
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: them w1th my donatlon. I am very proud of the room, really.
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: Sunda.y, May an (contmued)

Gladys, who had worked at 'I'ommy‘s wholesale groeerybcompan’y, class--,. v

- mates Will Alice Rose and N_ellie Ford ~-- even a relative_of Lyndon'bs

named Large‘nt, whose family had moved from out' close to Merkel.

Sarah was with me throughout‘the visit, and Susan on crutc’hes,’ lobkirig o

: pretty and sSw eet and thankmg me for her stay in Washmgton.

We went to the two Pres1dent1al Su1tes and to the Lady B1rd

».Room. -;_"I‘here was the clock Daddy had g1ven Mother for an a,nniversary-

_. pre’seiit I have lent 1t to the room and 1t 31ts on the pett1coat table. S _f

And two lovely p1nk lusters on the mantel -- Ruth Lester ha.d bought

We rode out to Guardmg Oak Ruth's home -- she s the real |

movrng_ force behmd the P11gr1mage -- ha.d a del1c1ous llght lunoh -

in the»;hack-yard,__ahd-toured her house, where there are some jewels - . o

~of antiques, amor‘ig.thema brass bed -- part brass,';_part_Dresderi ==

of a type I never saw before.
” " We met a éouple. of gezltlem_en that could easily have been L
mistaken for Rhett Butler, toured the Knights' home across the street -- N

he was a gréat friend of Tommy's -- and then went to the Carlson's

" house. Here 91 -year-old Mrs;.‘ Carlson lives in her grandfather's ,

house, and the furniture has not changed since his-day. Erect and .

L ar1stocrat1c, she was wearmg a dress made partly from the Battenberg

la.ce._of her Weddmg gown, a»_ cameo at_her throat She was a wonderfully‘
authe’ntic pi.cture’»of; another day and tlme., nght and fra.g1le, but very
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Sunday, bMa.y Z.nd"(continued) -k

much alive, ‘she talked aboutMisls Berniece and Miss Alice and Aunt
Effie’.‘-f- she had known Vher;'{vell .and. just loved to talk to her. How nice
bit'iwas' to _hea_.r someone who spoke about Aunt Effiel

. The walls_v..'w ere hungw1th ancestors that I would have s\norn w ere ..

,. authentm When' '-]"Z‘compluirnented'the very"old ‘very handsorne piano,’ she 5
' sa.1d tha.t it had come from New Orleans by rlver boat up the M1ss1ss:.pp1

‘ and the Red R1ver to Cypress Bayou, and so had the bed m whlch she

> -was‘ born, an elaborate V1ctor1an one 1n the next room. , There ha.d
o ‘been little cha’nge in'a centnry; and my whole day was worth it for those | .} .
fe'v'v- .‘I;é?'_nntes: si)ent. w1th her, ‘es_l‘pecially because .she re_called Auntthe ‘.
as thongh 1t \vnere yesterda; } | |
| W~yyead” o
Then we left and drove to the home of Mems-J usta’ Ben-&ﬁeld
.where.I had spent so many gay n1ghts after the Germans at the Chesterf:.eld
Club I would have a date w1th J. H, and several g1r1s would spend the .v
mght \nlth h1s s1ster Frances there Frances was there, and Lorrame
and Sy& had been in town -- I had actu.al].yr passed Syb& wh11e I was

vr1d1ng the surrey and thought I recogmzed her. I had gotten to say Just

hello to Walter Dolan, who is st111 teachmg music. The old school had

B T e

: bnr'ned 'do'wn, a new'one had been built on the ,_site. T
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Sunday, ‘May 2nd (continued)

- " L Il - - : - v R " . . ; ) . o .’ . .. L
“Miss Justa's home was very rocgtoco late Vlctonan, outside and m., o

Hexe I sa1d goodbye to L1z and the f1ve newspaper women, trymg to wrap

~up my day ina nutshell h0p1ng so much that it would do some good for

‘the ‘Pilgrimage for whlch I have'so rnuch adm:_.ra.tmn. For. once pub11c1ty - K

was a'_ tool'and not a burden; :

And then, leavmg 1t rather nebulous as to what my plans were

for the next 24 hours, I drove off w1th DOI‘IS, Whlle they headed :Eor the

a1rport to make a hurrled connectmn at Dallas _w1th the Washmgton plane.

Co Doris and I drove slowly to Karnack,' getting the Secret Service to ride

in another car,'v‘doyvn Bneertas.a—]:y and through the Park, ‘which needs a '

' real shot in the arm, . Dor1s says, past the old brick store, qulte d11ap3,—-‘"i

dated lookmg, a sad ghost, past the Moore s Irisk gardens and Mrs. A

Wld home, the postofflce (they need a new one), heard all about

the plans for communlty development in Karnack -- cleanmg and pla.nting L

with ﬂow ers the little plot Just in front of our store, the p0531b111ty of
making a commumty cente_r out of the store, the tr1umph of a new f1re

truck, the problems of the Rural Routes, and the building of the dam on "

| Caddo, and fmally wound up at Dons‘ house, to see her pr:.de and JOY, :

her grandchﬂd 11ttle Dudley, have a drmk meet with Hugh and start
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' there, a11 pretty, a11 beaut1fu11y dressed D1an‘e s own home had been‘ f"; :
- 0pened for a tour for the Belle Malson Club proceeds to go to ahosp1ta1
- or t‘o“s“ome charlty.’ She ‘1s>don:el of th‘e sleek and afﬂuent'young ones'l”of |

'the corr:rnunlty now, and 11fe is stocks and bonds and golf and a flne- |

' ‘lookmg young son. , : -
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Sunday, May an (cont1nued) o

out for Marshall ' We drove past the Brick House. Sprmg is kmd to 1t

It has 2 certain statelmess W1th a11 thls domg over of houses, it is. the o

one I’d really like to take on m a scholarly fashlon, w1th a good budget

and.a great respect.

We went to D1anne s house in Marshall She had three fr1ends N

e We went on to the Ph111p Baldwms, where Mert:Le and Ph111p and
their four dehghtful ch11dren,‘ and Wmston, walted for us.. Drmks, ‘and

good snacks, and talk about a11 the folks we knew. ~Mertie has a rare

quahty for maklng every meetmg a party, and her ch11dren are growlng

up the’ same way. ‘Her 11tt1e boy was the center of attentmn, the loud

lawn-mower toy 'drowning out the conversation,at'its height and ‘nobo'dy' :
min_ding, lea\st of all me, he was 80 funny.
: gﬂ ' e
I left early and was airborne by » with Dale Meeks in the
&r for the LBJ Ranch And then began, Just a.fter I reached home, the |

most 1mportant hour of the da.y I saw what my husband had been do1ng

.‘_-'6'.-
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Svun'da.y,‘ May 2nd {continued) .

"'He had made a report on TV to the Nation on the Dominican

- Republic and the reason for the American presence there. Isawa.

tw erity-minute_news clip of it. He had a cold, he was obvidiisly \,r-ery

v . t1red, " the telepreméter d'idn-'tiw_ork_ (1 _seon heee.me awa"re'),‘ hut w1th ‘._Af
P greatearnestness,qulteclearly e,nd'vquite_so_lemhl.y,: heexplamedwhy :
wew ere there -'--:'l.'to ~sa.ve 11ves, to prevent a take“ever b}t acommumst
. reglme that d1d n.ot.really represent the countrgt but Was domlna.ted by

' outside forces. I felt a wave of syrnpa.thy -- what the last two or three o

da.ys mu.st ‘have cost hun in terms of sheer phys1ca,1 endurance. o

: But I remembered gratefully the way DOI‘lS had expressed it.. She B B o

‘said, "I‘m so gla.d he talks to us, he tells us what's gomg on._',' For

over a month he :srea.lly been talk.mg to the whole 190 million the best' '

he knows how. . If that has been a failure of the Admini_stra;tion' in the

‘last year, two years,. or whatever, it has ceased to be a failure.




