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Tuesday, M ay 4th

B ack  from, m y th ree days in T exas, m y d esk  w as in a h o p eless  

sta te  - -  the kind that takes digging - -  and so are m y appointm ents, 

Lyndon looks t ir ed  and worn . The D om inican troub les have 

taken th e ir  to ll .  P aul Glynn told  m e that he had had a bad co ld , and 

D r. Gould had b een  down doctoring h is throat. A lso , he gained back  

3 of 12 pounds he had so  proudly lo s t .  When he had gotten up to 226, 

that’s when it  r e a lly  stru ck  hom e to h im , b eca u se  that w as a lit t le  b it 

m o re than he had been  10 y ears ago. So in a litt le  over a w eek ’s  tim e  

he brought it  down 12 pounds. Once in gear, h is w ill power ca r r ie s  him  

along lik e  a tank. No drinks - -  but then h e ’s hardly had any drinks for  

m onths and m on th s. H is undoing is  10 o 'c lock  and 11 o ’c lo ck  d in n ers, 

before w hich he has had lit t le  lunch or no lunch and tea and m elon  for

b rea k fa st. And so  h e ’s ravenous and eats hugely, e sp e c ia lly  d e s s e r ts .
. OU ĵ aJ lP

He is  v e ry  q u iet and ca lm  in sp ite  of being so  w eary .

Lynda's a r tic le  has com e out in LIFE . It r e a lly  looks and reads  

b etter  than w e had thought. L uci, b le s s  h er , is  just bubbling w ith p r a ise  

o f her s is t e r .  Lynda is  choosing the ch a r itie s  with a great d eal of 

p lea su re  that sh e 's  going to give the m oney to . B le s s  her, one of 

them  is  m y  beau tification  p ro ject.

B ec a u se  o f being out of town for se v e r a l days, and ju st b ecau se  

i t 's  the M erry  Month o f May, m y publicity  p ictu res for good w orks had
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

m ounted up t i l l  th ere w ere f iv e . Then, b ecau se I hadn’t b een  able to go 

to  the S tate D epartm ent con cert la s t  night as I had planned, a group of ■ 

M etropolitan  opera s in g ers  headed by Ris e  S tevens had com e for  a tour  

of the W hite H ouse and I had wanted to m eet them ;

So, f ir s t  of the day, down to the State Dining R oom , w h ere they  

w ere  a l l  lin ed  up. And how young and pretty  opera s in g ers  have b ecom e!  

T h ese w ere  al l  A m erica n s. R ise  S tevens d oesn ’t sing  - -  sh e ’s the c o - 

m an ager. S h e’s taking them  to 70 A m erican  c it ie s ,  A ustin  am ong th em .

: They a re  so  fu ll o f youth and enthusiasm , I w as delighted  to s e e  

th em . O pera indeed has a  new fa ce .

N ext I w ent to the Red R oom  to m eet two w ork ers o f PROJECT  

HOPE and to r e c e iv e  tick e ts  to the Hope B a ll, w hich m akes m oney for  

the fabulous ship that docks in an A frican  port or a  South A m erican  

port, equipped w ith h osp ita l fa c ilit ie s , ex ce llen t doctors and n u r se s ,  

and handles a ll  c o m e r s . Young doctors donate m onths of th e ir  tim e  

f r e e .  It is  so r t of lik e  being a m iss io n a ry .

I'm  su re when the h isto ry  of th is period is  w ritten , the volunteer  

sp ir it , p a rticu la r ly  in th is country, w ill  stand out as a m agn ificen t  

phenom enon. V olu n teers, Foundations, autom ation. S pace, and the 

w ar on p o v erty  - -  what a decade, what a generation  I liv e  in!
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

It WAS an a ssem b ly  lin e! N ext I went to the B lue R oom  to hear 

M rs. Luther T erry  and John W alker of the N ational G allery  exp la in  

about P ic tu re s  for P atien ts - -  reproductions to be m ade availab le  for  

h o sp ita l patients to hang on the w a lls  o f th e ir  room s . They w ill  be- 

ro lled  around on a  cart, so r t of lik e  a B ookm obile, so that the patient 

could m ake a ch o ice , hang it  for a w hile, and then m aybe change it ,  

or the next patient could.  Im aginative delightful id e a !

And then to  the G reen Room  to m eet the M ultiple S c le r o s is  ■ 

M other of the Y ear, M r s . A llen  Som m , her husband and ch ild . She, 

M rs. Som m , in  a  w heel ch air, able to ta lk  only quite p itifu lly , giving  

you that u n easy  fee lin g  of, "My God, I do so  lit t le  to d eserv e  what I ’ve  

got. ” And, of a l l  p eop le , in  the group oddly enough S a lly  Jane H ight.

And then dow nstairs to the lib ra ry  for quite a change of sc e n e .  

Two v er y  happy, v e r y  e ld er ly  people,, a lady and a gentlem an, seated  

on the so fa  beam ing, ju st delighted  to t e l l  m e a ll  about the E p iscop a l 

Hom e for the A ged. She, M rs. W hitehead, had worked h e r s e lf  for  

som e 40 y ea rs  w ith a p roject v ery  m uch like HEADSTART and had 

plenty  of inform ation  and ad vice to give m e on it . They both seem ed  

so  happy. They wanted m e to com e to the sty le  show w hich r a is e s  

funds for  the E p iscop al H om e.



T uesday, May 4th (continued)

Then out to the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, w here the B ethesda  

Cham ber of C om m erce (rather, about s ix  m en rep resen tin g  it) showed  

m e a b ig  co lorfu l photograph of th e ir  66 thousand b eau tification  p roject, 

w hich w ill  extend down the heart of the b u sin ess  sectio n  of W isconsin  

A venue. F ru it t r e e s ,  f low ers in  la rg e  cem ent tubs, a charm ing drawing, 

a c r o s s - s e c t io n  of m en , a rch itec ts , b u sin ess  m en, Cham ber of C om m erce  

m en who have b een  working on it  for se v e r a l y e a r s .

I w as glad to do a ll of th is , but it  w as an a ssem b ly  lin e  and 

seem ed  ungracious to them . I to ld  L iz  to le t  us not p erm it it  to happen 

a n y m o r e  — five  or s ix  in a ro w .

Then I w as off to a b ig  event of each  Spring - -  the Senate L adies  

luncheon. And so  it  has been  for m e s in ce  1949 a high point o f the y ea r .

P a ss in g  out o f the W hite H ouse g ro u n d s,. I thought w ith  a  pang of 

em b a rra ssm en t that we had c lo sed  off the to u r ist hours b eca u se  of a ll  

our a c t iv it ie s . Lyndon's b riefin g  the M em bers of the H ouse and Senate . 

in  the E a st R oom , a joint C o n g r e ss io n a l lead ersh ip  m eetin g , then a  

p resen ta tion  to A dm iral Sm ith of the D istinguished  S erv ice  M edal in  

the R ose G arden. Oh, th is old house has been  rocking th is m orn ingl

The Senate L ad ies are  back once m ore in  the Senate Caucus 

, ^  R oom  in  the Old Senate O ffice B uild ing, one of the handsom est room s

in  th is town - -  c la s s ic  e leg a n ce , en orm ou s.
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

M r s . B re w ster  of M aryland was D em ocratic  Chairm an, w ith  

B etty  K u c h a l  as  C o-ch airm an . B etty  is  getting to be p ra c tic a lly  . 

p ro fess io n a l - -  th is is  about the th ird tim e in m y m em ory  she has 

. done it .  V'-'

A s a lw ays, the d ecoration s w ere  im portant. This tim e , 

p a is le y  green  ta b lec lo th s, m ade by the Senate W ives th e m se lv e s .

G reen and w hite c e n terp ieces , and the m ost elaborate and d e lic io u s  

lunch. The f ir s t  co u rse , avocado w ith crabm eat M aryland, would  

have b een  enough i t s e lf .  M rs. B re w ste r 's  con stitu en ts, I am  su re , 

provided that, a s  did B etty 's  the C alifornia  roya l squab and M u rie l's  

the M innesota w ild r ic e .  P r a c tica lly  a ll of the Cabinet w as th ere and, 

am ong the o ld tim ers p resen t (and how that w ord changes w ith the y ears)  

M rs. Irving Ives o f New York and M rs. P r e sc o tt  Bush of C onnecticut. 

The two M rs. K ennedys, M rs. Bobby and M rs. Ted, sa t together  

and chatted w ith each  other m o st of the t im e . Two of the p r e ttie s t  

w om en in  the room .

It is  a thoroughly relax in g  o cca sio n , b ecau se nobody has to 

m ake a sp eech , M uriel p resid ed , and I thanked them  for the green  

lea th e r  photograph album  in scr ib ed , "To Lady B ird  Johnson, w ith  

affection , .from  the Senate W ives."  And of cou rse one of the high  

m om en ts w as to h ear M r s . T obey's report on bandage m aking.
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

I am  a lm o st so r r y  that they a re  ahead of the reco rd  m ade w h ile  I w as in  

ch a rg e . I a lm o st asked , "W here's m y m aple sugar candy?" but, sure  

enough, th ere at the door w as M rs. F landers from  V erm ont w ith the 

m a p le -le a fed  shaped candy we have rece iv ed  ev ery  y ea r . A p leasan t, 

e a s y  o cca s io n  fu ll o f v ita l s ta t is t ic s  about so -a n d -so 's  ch ild ren  or ‘ 

grandchildren  and new s of the H ill.

B a c k  at the W hite H ouse, I m et w ith M r. Jam es Babb, who has

ca r r ie d  the load  for the White H ouse lib rary , and with the o th er c o m -  

m ittee  m em b ers , fr ien d s, and donors of the lib ra ry , to thank them  

for bringing it  to its  p resen t state  o f com pletion . E xcept that it  isn 't  

r e a lly , b eca u se  as long as life  goes on and people w r ite , th ere  w ill 

be m o re to ch oose from  and add to i t .

; And then p resen tly  we w ere  joined by a cr o s s -s e c t io n  of the 

w orld  o f books: authors, p u b lish ers , c r it ic s ,  for the cerem o n y  to 

aw ard the f ir s t  N ational M edal for  L iteratu re to Thornton W ilder  

fo r  the w hole body of h is w ork s. It turned out to b e , for m e , one 

of the m o st thoroughly congenial and, in  a way, lu strou s gatherings  

that I have ever  had in  the White H ouse. I w as delighted  to be with  

Thornton W ilder, and I thought he w as a happy ch o ice . He le f t  m e  

aglow w ith h is  rem a rk s, and I m u st sa y  for once I w as p lea sed  with

' , : - 6  - , ' ■ : V̂/  ̂ :
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

m y se lf . I fe lt  at hom e with th ese  people and w ith what I sa id .

Donald McGannon of W estinghouse B road castin g , who is  

resp o n sib le  for the m ovie  on the paintings of the White H ouse, w as 

th ere . M y old fr ien ds E lio t Janew ay, R obert G utw ilig o f M cG raw - 

H ill - -  h e 's  w orking w ith us on M r s . Johnson's album  — C ass  

C anfield  of H arper and Row, O liver J en ssen  of A m erican  H eritage, 

who is  w orking on the booklet for Lyndon's boyhood hom e, the 

Jam es F osburghs from  the C om m ittee for the P reserv a tio n  of the  

W hite H ouse.

M rs . K ennedy's m other and step father, the Hugh A u ch in c lo sse s ,  

and the W illiam  B e in eck es , great contributors to the W hite H ouse  

lib r a ry  and fr ien d s of the Ed C la rk s ., This was one o f the cu ltu ra l 

even ts o f w hich E r ic  Goldman and R oger Stevens a re  the "m id w ives" 

and I v er y  happily go along w ith . I m eant it  when I said  of a ll  the  

ta len ts  I w ished  I p o s s e s se d , the one I m ost envied w as the a b ility  

to m ake w ords "m arch  and sin g  and connonade and ta lk  the coo l,, 

dem anding v o ice  o f rea so n ."

W ell, it  w as a good afternoon. A n ice  thank you to the 

L ib rary  Com m itte e , com bining it  w ith a la u re l for the brow of Thornton  

W ilder, m ade for a: v e ry  p leasan t t im e .

One of m y prob lem s of the day was. a c a ll from  Van Cliburn  

t o L u ci, a sk in g  her to appear w ith h im  in_the H ollywood Bowl  Jul y  6th«.^
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T uesday, M ay 4th (continued)

to do P e te r  and The W olf. My in stin ct, m y m e r e  stom ach  reaction , 

w as aga in st it ,  although I'd loved  her doing  it  at In terlochen . But I 

have to tread  ca re fu lly  w ith L uci, m y  dear litt le  free  soul, so I sought 

the ad vice of people she lik es  and r e sp e c ts , who know the show w orld  

a n d /o r  C aliforn ia . D r, Frank Stanton, the L loyd Hands, and M argy  

McNam a ra . ■

It  w a s  a fter  1 1  w h en  L y n d o n  ca m e h o m e  to  d in n er . He had

ca lled  over A . W. M oursund, in town for som e REA b u s in e ss , and, • 

v e r y  w ea ry  and haggard, he had d inner. He talked about the D om inican  

R epublic a ffa ir , and got to bed, but not to s leep , w e ll a fter  m idnight.
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