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' Tuesday, May 4th

,» _.Back from my three days in Texas, my'desk was in a lloi)eles‘s.
3 state -- the kmd that takes d1gg1ng -- and 50 are’ my appolntments :,_ S s
Lyndon looks t1red and worn. The Dom1n1can troubles have '

e taken the1r toll Paul Glynn told me that he had had a bad cold and

: “Dr Gould had been down doctormg h1s throat Also,. he gamed back" o
- 3 of 12 pounds he had S0 proudly lost.» When he had gotten up to 226

L 'that‘s when 1t rea.lly struck home to h1m, because that was a 11tt1e b1t L

: 'more than he had been 10 years ago.v So in a httle over a week's t1me
he brought it down 12 pounds Once in gear, hlS w111 power carrles h1m

-‘ along 11ke a tank No drinks -- but then he s hardly had any drmks for _

months and months. HIS undo1ng is 10 o clock and’ 11 o clock dmners,
J)“ﬁ”}/lrnch he has had 11tt1e lunch or no lunch and tea and melon for : o
- breakfast And 8o he's ravenous a.nd eats hugely, espec1ally des s,-er'tsv.wb G
He is very . and ca.lm in sp1te of bemg so- weary ‘. |
| Lynda s artlcle has come out in LIF E. It really looks and r.‘eads.'
v | . better .than we had thought Luc1, -bless_her, 1s'4 just bubbling w:lth praise |
~of her 51ster_, ‘Lynda_. is choosing the charlities with a éreat__deal of S
o nleasure-that she's golng to give the money to. Eless'her, o'ne of
them is my be.autiﬁcation project. o
! a o » lBe‘caus’e of bemg Out of town for severaldays. and Just be’c.ause

1t's the Merry Month of May, my publ1c1ty p1ctures for good works had
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'mounted up tillv the_rewefre‘ ﬁve-. Then, because I ha_dn't 'been able ’to Ago‘ L

to 'the."State Depattment concett.iast ‘night as I had planned‘, a group 'of. -_
Metropohtan opera smgers headed by Kise Stevens had come for a tour .‘ R

of the Wh1te House and I had wanted to meet them. o

j‘_{:So, f1rst of the day, down to the State D1nmg Room, where they |

| were a11 hned up. And how young a.nd pretty opera smgers have become‘

These were a11 Amencans. Rlse Stevens doesn't 51ng - she s the co- |

manager. She's taking them to. 70'.Amer1can c1t1es-, Austin among them.
- They are 50 full of youth_‘and enthusiasm, I was delighte‘d__to see
them‘.'}. Opera indeed'has a new face..

Next I went to the Red Room to meet two workers of PROJECT

: HOPE and to recewe tlckets to the H0pe Ba11 wh1ch makes money for

the £abulous sh1p that docks in an A_frlcan port or a. South A1ner1can " o

7port, equ1pped w1th h05p1ta1 fac111t1es, excellent doctors and nurses,
‘ and jha.ndles all comers. “Young doctors, donate.months- of their'tir_ne -

free. It is sort of like being a missionary.

I'm sure when the history of this period is written, ‘the volunteer

spirit, paf;ticu‘].arlyv in this country, will stand out as a magnificent =~

- phenomenon. - Volunteers, Foundations, automation, Space, and the .- - ...

war on poverty -~ what a decade, what agener_ationi live iﬁ!-
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or the next patlent could Imagmatwe dehghtful 1dea! _
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It WAS an assembly 11ne' Next I went to the Blue Room to hear G

. Mrs. Luther Terry and J ohn Walker of the Natmnal Gallery explam -
, about Pictures for Patlents -= reproductlons to be made avallable for

' hosp1tal' pat1ents to hang .'on the walls ot their rooms. They w111 be
_rolled around ovn'a‘ cart,.’sort ‘of 11ke a Bookmoblle, ; so that the pat:.ent

i could make a cho1ce, hang 1t for a wh11e, and then maybe change 1t

And then to the Green Room to meet the Mult1ple Scleros1s |

.Mother of the Year, Mrs Allen Somm, her husband and child. She,
Mrs Somm, ina wheel charr, able to talk only qulte p1t1fu11y, g1v1ng
. .you Ithat uneasy £ee11ng of _"My God I do so 11tt1e to deserve what I've '
dgot " A_nd of all people, in the group oddly enough Sally J ane H1ght.

| And then downsta1rs to the hbrary for qu1te a change of scene. .

'Two very happy, very elderly people, a lady and a gentleman, seated

on the sofa beammg, Just de11ghted to tell me all about the Ep1sc0pa1

Home for the Aged She, Mrs. Wh1tehead had worked herself for

some 40 years w1th a pro;ect very much like HEADSTART and had
plenty of 1nformat10n and adw.ce to give me on it. They both seemed
so happy They wanted me to come to the style show wh1ch raises .

funds'for ‘the Ep:.scoPal Home._'
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"mev:a{big colorful‘photograph‘ of their 66 thousand beautifieation ‘pr‘:otject, v.

. Avenue.' Fruit trees, flowers in large cement tubs, a charming drawing,

‘a cross-section of men, architects, business men, Chamber of Commerce:

‘ any more -- ﬁve or six in a row. _

i embanfassment that we .had closed'_off the tourist hours because of a11

- Room 1nthe GldSenate Q'ffice.Building,' one of the handsorne's_t'x':oo'rns‘ ‘ a

‘in this town -- classic elegance, enormous.

Tuesday, May 4th (contmued) -

Then out to the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden, where the Betheeda.‘ o ‘

Chamber of Commerce (rather, about six men representing it) showed

wh:.ch w111 extend down the heart of the businees_ section of Wisconsin

men iv'ho have.been 'Wofking'.on it for several years.

I was glad to do all of th1s but 1t was an assembly 11ne and

'seeined ungracmus to them I told Liz to let us not perm1t it to happen '

Then I was off to a b1g event of each Sprlng ~- the Senate Ladles
luncheon And 50 1t has been for me since 1949 a hlgh pomt of the year. i

Pas s:Lng out of the Whlte House grounds, I thought w:.th a Pang of :

our activities. - Lyndon's ‘briefing the Members of the House and Senate . . -

" in the East Room, a joint Con gressional leadership meeting, ‘then a

‘ pfesentation to Admiral Smith of the Distinguished Service Med_al" in

the Rose Garden. Oh, this old house has been rocking this morning!

. The Senate Ladies are back once more in the Senate Caucus -

> -4 o




1965 - .

- Tuesday, May 4th {continued) ‘

Mrs. Brew ster of Maryland was Democratic Chairman, W1th
' 'B'etty Kg¢uchal as..’Co -ohair‘man'.‘ Betty is getting to be practically . -

professional -~ this is ah'out the third time in my memory she has

~ done’it.
P 0 . As alwa'}fe, ',the’de'eoi'atione were important. This time , -
: 'paisiey green ta'ble.eloths, _._;nade"hy:th_e Senate Wives themselves.

o Gr.ee'n.and white oenterpieoes,_"and the most elaborate and delicious -

_:lunc'.h.‘ The -'f'irlst oourse,--'avocado with crabrneat Maryland, would

" have been enough 1tse1f Mrs. ' 'B:'l:ew ster's oonstituents; Iam sure, -

‘ prov1ded that as d1d Betty s the Cahforma royal squab and Mur1e1'

the anesota wild rzce. Pract1ca11y all of the Cabinet was there and

, | A almong the. oldtuners present (and how that word cha.nges‘wa,ththe years)ﬂ
. Mre. 'Irvmg Ives of New York and Mrs. Preecott Bush of Connec_tiout-.
The two Mrs. Kennedys, Mrs Bobby a.nd Mrs Ted eat together .

? S and chatted w1th ea.ch other most of the time. Two of the prettlest-‘ -
Wotnen in the room ‘. | »

V' -It is a thoroughly fel‘axing'oocasion,' because nohody hae to

f ‘make a speeoh Munel pres1ded and I thanked thern for the green.

1 L~ 'leather photograph album 1nscr1bed, ."To Lady B1rd Johnson, Wlth
J ' 'a.ffectmn, from the Senate lees " And of course one of the h1gh
. motnents wae to hear Mz;s. ‘Tobey s report on bahndage maklng; .".:l ‘
S : S -5 . ;
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: aglow Wlth lus remarks, and I must say for once I wa.s pleased w1th
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Iam almost sorry tha.t they are a.head of the record made while I was 1n",‘4 =

charge. I almost asked, ”Where s my maple sugar candy'?" but, sure _‘ ‘

enough there at the door was Mrs. Flanders from Vermont w1th the s

» maple-leafed shaped candy we have rece1ved every year. A pleasant, f -

- easy occas1on full of v1ta1 stat1st1cs about so-and so s ch11dren or S

grandch11dren and news of the H111

dcarrled the loa.d for the Whlte House 11brary, and w1th the other com -'

m1ttee members, ,frtends, "a.nd donors of ,the library,; to thank themv '

" for Bringing it to ’its "pres'ent state of completion. Except that it isn't

really,.l because as long as‘vlife"“goes' on and pe0pie write, thervev w111

be more to choose from and add to it."
“ And then presently Vve were ‘joined by a cro;}ws '-se‘ction of the |

world of books' authors, pubhshers, cr1t1cs for the ceremony to

'award the fxrst Nat1ona1 Meda.l for L1terature to, Thornton W11der

for the whole body of hlS works. It turned out to mes, for me, one.“’
of the most thoroughly congemal and, in a way, 1ustrous gathermgs
that I have ever had in the White House. I was dehghted to be w1th

Thornton W1lder, and I thought he was a happy cho1ce.‘ He left me N S

- -1‘6 .

‘ Back at the Whlte House, I met w1th Mr. James Babb who ha.s .
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' myse_l_f. 1 felt at home with these people and with what I said.

Donald MoGannon of Westinghouse Broadcasting, who is

respons1b1e for the movie on the pa.mtmgs of the Whlte House, was

‘ there. My old fnends El1ot Janeway, Robert Gutw111g of McGra.w -
H‘1.1l --; he's workmg with us on Mrs Johnson 5 a.lbum -- Cass “
Cant1e1d of Ha.rper a.nd Itoo; 011§e£ tl;enesen of Amerrce.n Herltage," '
‘_..who vls‘work1ng on' the booklet for Lyndon e boyhood home, the

Ja ames Fosburghs from the Commxttee for the Preservatmn of the -

Whlte House.A o g

e ‘;’." ‘Mrs Kennedy s mother and stepfather, the H\lgh AuchlﬂCloases" :
a.ncl thelWﬂha.m Be1neckes,‘ | great contrlbutors to the Wh].te Honse -
11brary a.nd fnends of the Ed Clarks .This. wae one of the cultural |
events o£4wh1ch Er1c Goldman‘ and Roger St evens a,'re the“mi‘dwliveis ‘,/.i e

a.nd I very ha.pplly go along wrth I mea.nt it When I sa.id of all the

‘ talents I wmhed I possessed the one I most env1ed ‘was the ability

to ma.ke words' march and _sing and connonade and talk the cool,,
demanding voice of reason.

Well, it was a good afternoon A nice thank you to the ‘
L1bra.ry Comm1ttee, combm1ng 1t w1th a laurel for the brow of Thornton

Wilder, made for a; very pleasant time.

One of my problems of the day was a ca.ll frorn Van Chburn -

,to Lucx, a.skmg her to a.ppea.r vnth h1m .in the Hollvwood:BowLJulv.(:th i
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to do Peter. and’ The ..Wolf, My dnstinct, 'm'y mefe sto.rnach ‘rea'ction,f

R | was agamst 1t, a.lthough I'd loved her domg it at Inte.rlovchen But I |
A have to tread carefully- w‘1th Luc:., fny dear 11tt1e free eoul, so I sought
EEE the adv1ce .of ‘people ehe lakes and Vrespects, ._.who know the shoﬁ v:;orld”

and/ or Cahforma. '_ Dr. Frank Stanton, the Lloyd Hands, and Margy

McNama.ra.» ‘

B 'It was aftef "11 when Lyndon came hon&ie' to d‘inner. He had

called over A W Moursund 1n town for some REA busmess, and
very weary and ha.ggard he had dmner. He talked about the Dominican

: Repubhc affanr, and got to’ bed but not to sleep, well after m1dn1ght




