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Wednesday, May 5th

Was another one of those jam -'-ﬁiled days. It began with gomg '

to the Rose Garden to greet the J'umor League Garden Club for plctures '.“
-and thanks for a11 they were domg

And then, one of the ma1n events of the day, a tr1p to the Tr1n1ty :

Zlon Church, m a ver}r poor Cardozo area, to see a pl].Ot pro;ect for

OPERATION HEADSTART Here three 2. five -year -olds are gwen

a med1ca1 exammatlon and one hot meal a day and bu31ed in such thmgs R

as-taking care of chickens-,'_" painting,' dancing to the guitar ;mu_sic of

returned Peace Corps volunteers, or going on field trips to such places

as the museum and the zoo. and the postoffice and the supermarket to

_Y learn about the world around them. You forget what they_are being

taught when you look at the people. Most memorable was Mrs.. Audrey

Gibson, bright, determined‘ who .knew how to cope with whatever came'_
along, and the 11ve1y, g1v1ng-out Peace Corps g1r1 Cla1re Horan. .
And the ch11dren themselves, most of them Negroes, one, I :

think, Chmese, a scattering of whltes, all scrubbed and clean and -

dressed in their best, ‘and nearly a11_<5f them good raw materiaI ‘fo\r'

such experiences as were put before them. The main th1ng they try

to teach them 1s how to commum.cate, because when they flrst get

B

there'there is 11tt1e response”to the instructors or to‘each other. .
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Wednesday, May 5th (continued)

They come from an area where juvenile delinquency is high, about
twice as high as that throughout the city, and the dropout areca at the
high school, Cardozo, is between fifty and sixty per cent.

The whole reason for going is because next Sunday, Mother's
Day, OPERATION HEADSTART is going to announce that they will
reach 600, 000 children in about 2, 000 communities throughout the
country. By attracting any attention to it, perhaps we can get more
volunteers. The more you see of these young ones and what happens
to the likes of them as they grow up and reach t*.en-age and maturity,
the more you believe that the fruitful, hopeful time to start work is
in OPERATION HEADSTART.

Next I was home for a great change of pace -- lunch with Jane
Engelhard, just the two of us, in the dining room, to talk about plans
for the White House -- what might possibly be done in the State Dining
Room, what has been done in the West Hall and in my little office-
dressing room, and about each other's children and summer plans.

She comes from a world I know very little, of wealth and
elegance and of ladies working at charities and art, and I listen

eagerly, aa Twnnld to a

And then in the middle of the afternoon there was a long work
session with ABC. Makeup, cameras, reading of script, an attempt
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black t1e, T 30 the ent1re Corps, 114 countrles, a. battahon from the .

"State Department the press, and the Wh1te House 1tse1f

“of talent and POSSeSSmnsl' And others who have mv1ted us to many
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Wednesday, May 5thv(continued) .

to break me in, “-I suppose," to the 'formidablebusiness of doin"g‘the'beauti-" T

f1cat1on show, my part 1n 1t vaguely d1s sat1sfy1ng because I rea.lly want to’ L B

11ft and soar w1th my own poet1c words, wh1ch don't ﬂow out.

The most 1mporta.nt event of the day was the Dlplomatlc Receptlon --

| “ Nme Members of the Cabmet -- everybody except the McNamaras, S

and such personal guests as Patsy Derby and D1an]la and her husband and C

‘ the Burl Stugards (Chr1stme heads my soc1a1 correspondence off1ce), the' o

Dale M111ers, the Warren Woodwards, Perle Mesta s n1ece. the Leysus
Ellises-, Texans Harry Aiken, F red Erismanns of I".;ongvievy,":-Stanlely
Marcus; Vyho knoWs probably more Ar.nbas.sadors. than -I dov,v and Dr. o
and Mrs. EmmeﬂIRedford of Austm, who had more fun than anybody

at the party And many pe0p1e who do nice thmgs for the Wh1te House - ,‘l‘ .

: the Ba:.;\acmls, who donate candy for the orphans part1es the man who

~ decorates the Chrlstmas tree 50 beautlfully, Dr. ’Cole, :wh'o_ sends us

orchids that appear in our lovely bouquets from time to time. The
man from the Amencan Greetmg Card Company who produced our

beaut:.ful Chrxstmas card 'I‘hls house rece1ves 50 many lovely g1fts
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;,th_e ;U ."__S. in se’nding tr00ps "into,‘:the Dominican Republic, and gallant _'.-
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‘ Wednesday, May 5th (contmued)

' ,’ nice thmgs, ‘most of wh1ch we can't go to: Mrs . Cafritz, Peggy I‘..:eBaron,.yf g
‘ the Eugene R1§:zkes. : | | S
o Th1s party was bemg. .glven a.gamst the backdr0p of tenseness and
at least two trouble spots, _V1etna.m and the Dommlcan Repubhc. At 9

o clock the O.AS was to meet to dec1de whether or not they would Jom

Ser“'r]‘._lal—Saca.sa,‘i‘hending' low’ ouer my hand;‘ -_.was of course .the_fir“st in

“line ~-:"'-'the D'ean_'o:_fv' the Corﬁs‘""-'\';-‘:with, surprisingly", th_e revpresentativeii‘ :-;__j ST

- from Great Britain being close to the last - Amba.ssador and-La.dy

tDea-n .,_é beCause' they ha.v'e' '_only'recently'come. And one ‘couldn't help

but wonder 1f it were on purpose or by mlschance the French Amba.ssador' ol

and Madam Alphan&were nOt present They were in’ Europe. , ,: R

The Afr1cans a11 make a pomt of bemg in the1r natlve dress, L S

Wthh I thlnk adds greatly to the color a.nd 1nterest of the occas:.on) The i.}

iy Ao

BuuBuus. of Madam Dlop from Senegal and the North Afrlcan French-
dosdL s
o(r1en‘ted countrles bemg very gay.
Y - At the last moment -Bess_ had informed us that we were _supposed'
to take pictures ‘of each diplo'matic‘ couple coming down the line. That

: was one complete, unalloyed m1stake ’ Nobody understood ain‘i it was

o one horrendous tra£f1c Jam. Flna.lly Lyndon and I ga.ve up, Heelbow 'é'd-

a.ll those he c.ould into standmg qu1et1y wh11e the p1cture was made, and
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_ at hSrﬁ_e_’,‘ had as g’bod a tjif;e as I could ma.ke them, " From the ‘St'ai.té'l'}: i

._ Dini.ng" Room, ‘whéfg the elaborate buffet was laid out, to the'--Ea.-r_st.",

 Freeman and leaves the stamp of Italy"
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Wednesday, Méy 5th (conti‘nuevd):‘

m(’)st_‘vokf -vtherr.x Qépdgred OVI"J..O‘ff. u‘.nc.:ertair»lly'.

Nine o'ciocicI bfougi;t the departure'vof ali fhé mérﬁbe_rs éfv_the‘ . o
0AS, ‘..Yand very shortly 'thelféa;f;.tef Lyndon's departure. The lést ten
d'a.ys::fl'ixé.'v'é be.e.r;'dr‘ainin.g_'o.tri'e';s ' = | |

’  : "";-";’f-’:'_."S'O‘I d;el'c'idedi_-to pour mall th_é gayety and énergi I éopld,fﬁ .

“seeing that the rest of the Ambassadors and their wives felt as much

Room, wheré th'el"'dancing was taking place, I walked pﬁrposely,

looking for those I knew or didn't know but who seemed lonesome |

' The ha.ndsome":A:‘rnBassa.dor of Greece and Mrs. Ma.tsos,".thhe_"liv'ely R -

wifé of the Ambassador from Ireland, Mrs. Fay,: the easy-to ~talk-to -

Hari;éﬁs of Isré.élj, é.nci Aﬁbassador and Mrs... Fenoaltea of 'Ita.ly'. I
dz;nclﬁ:ei:’éj’i:vi_th him, ‘_ a;x;d he'té.l.lcéd about our pi'oj.ect bringiﬁg pié;nts i.'or.
be_‘a..ut;iflica.ti»onf;-ér:h‘ Italy?,. but he s.aid it w‘o.ulld be like bringiﬁg céé;is

to Né;:v"ca.stle. .'>‘We wiil sure ﬁa&e to find s§rf1ething that pa‘s.:ées Oi'ville' v
The handso'n‘o.e Al-.('}hodsiseins of Kuﬁait, that incredibié oil—riéh

c>.c'>un_try, were with the Dale Millers in the'hall, makmg an amusing

excha.nge 'abqut_ :f{hre/_A;nba_,ssvadoi' being Scooter's cousin and thé hﬁious‘-; :
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Wednesday, Ma.y 5th (contmued)

looking Madam 'Ai-thousse'ins';heing Dale‘s'co‘usin. - They have certaiynly .

- made an imprint on Washington society.

¥
:
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":Meanwhile, .D‘IObr'Ynin:\ of Russia sat on the so'fa'in the Red Room -

with Dean‘Ru'sk lfory.'o‘ver an hour talkingA'quietly,. while neopie passed, B

ca‘st‘ijng' glances over the1r shoulder, \uishing, I suppose, that they B

‘ ‘eoul)d_"\'eaves'drop

’- And the very ch1c Mrs Bengelloun of Morocco and her husband
o éa'si'ly gathered_ around them a group of those who go to_partles. They

- are one of the most attractive'couples'”:"m town.

Walking'_'through the East Room, I saw the Ambas sadorfrom..

- India:'alone,‘ Mr "Nehru. He is one of the most handsome men in any
’ room. I qu1ck1y went over, took h1s hand and asked h1m if he d1dn't

; . ' want to see the really lovely view from the South Port1co._ 'So we went- -
: _o_ut“to survey‘the_ Washington' Monument and the Thomas .Tefferson’.
Memorial --1 had‘as'ked that_the'doors be 'opened from the Green =

Roo;rjn,_'.:the Blue Room, and the Red Room, and alerted lots of my -
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' :Eriends to suggestpeoPIe stroll out and see the lighted fountain, sur -
rounded by tuhps, and the smell of w1stﬁr1a.y The Ambassador and 1 ,i

' talked of Mrs Nehru s speeches, the way they have put so much of

T AP D SR ey e
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Ind1a 1nto the1r Embassy, 1ts furm.shmgs, 1ts art work But we d1dn

have a word to say about Kashm1r._
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: ‘Wedr'xesday, May 5th (continued)

. Two of the'.most att';t“acti:ve‘ vhomen in the room were the ‘\;vi'fe of
the Ambatsvsador.ot»VietNavm - you could feel the a.irl.get a little ,electri.c‘- - '- .
when they came a;,w'n the line -- and the wife of the Ambassador from
'Thalla.nd very Ifemmlne a.‘nd‘dehollous. | -

' Meanwhlle, Mr Secretary Rusk and Mr. Ambassador Dobrynm j"’.;\

‘ sat mperturbable on the dolphm footed couch in the Red Room as "

ha.mpa.gne pa.ssed down the ha.11 and to the rooms and dlploma.ts a.nd

hostesses a.nd fr1ends from Te#a.s wandered through the 1.:oom.

N o .‘ . It w.a.s ad good evemng ‘. But I made plans forlnext time ar;d fod:
a coxips of eoeciel fri.e'n‘ds -- Ffenoh spea;kers,l Spa;nish'eoeakers;‘:‘who |

. 'would s1hg1e out the1r qua.rry and ma.ice them feel at home and. spec1a.1

a.nd tha.t their one tw o~hours‘a.-year that they spend tn the. Wh1te House.
wot_xld“be somethmg to remember,. not Just_a formal exchange of |

~courtesies.






