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W ednesday, May 5th

W as an o th e r one of those  ja m -fille d  days. It began  w ith going 

to  the R ose  G arden  to  g re e t the Ju n io r League G arden  Club fo r p ic tu re s  

and thanks fo r  a ll  they  w ere  doing.

And then , one of the m ain  events of the day, a  t r ip  to  the  T rin ity  

Z ion C hurch, in  a  v e ry  poor C ardozo a re a , to see  a  p ilo t p ro je c t  fo r 

OPERATION HEADSTART. H ere  th re e  to f iv e -y e a r-o ld s  a re  given 

a  m ed ica l exam ination  and one ho t m ea l a day and busied  in  such  th ings’ 

a s  tak ing  c a re  of ch ickens, pain ting , dancing to the g u ita r m u sic  of 

re tu rn e d  P e a ce  C orps v o lu n te e rs , o r  going on field  tr ip s  to such  p laces  

as the m useum  and the  zoo and the  postoffice  and the  su p e rm a rk e t to 

le a rn  about the -world around  th em . You fo rg e t w hat they  a re  being 

taugh t when you look a t the peop le . M ost m em orab le  w as M rs . A udrey  

G ibson, b rig h t, d e te rm in ed , who knew how to cope w ith w h a tev er cam e 

along, and the  liv e ly , g iv ing-out P eace  C orps g ir l, C la ire  H oran .

And the ch ild ren  th em se lv e s , m o st of them  N egroes , one, I 

th ink , C hinese, a  s c a tte r in g  of w h ites , a ll sc rubbed  and c lean  and 

d re s s e d  in  th e ir  b e s t , and n e a r ly  a ll  of them  good raw  m a te r ia l  fo r 

such  ex p erien ces  as w ere  put b e fo re  them . The m ain  thing they  t r y  

to  te a c h  them  is  how to  com m unicate , because  when they  f i r s t  get 

th e re  th e re  is  l i t t le  re sp o n se  to the in s tru c to rs  o r to each  o th e r .
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W e d n e sd a y ,  M ay  5th  (con tinued)

T h e y  c o m e  f r o m  a n  a r e a  w h e re  ju v e n i le  d e l in q u e n c y  is  h ig h , ab o u t  

tw ic e  a s  h ig h  a s  th a t  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c i ty ,  an d  th e  d ro p o u t  a r e a  a t  th e  

h ig h  s c h o o l ,  C a r d o z o ,  i s  b e tw e e n  f if ty  an d  s ix ty  p e r  c e n t .

T h e  w h o le  r e a s o n  f o r  going is  b e c a u s e  n e x t  Sunday , M o t h e r ' s  

D ay , O P E R A T IO N  HEADS T A R T is  going  to  an n o u n ce  th a t  th e y  w i l l  

r e a c h  600, 000 c h i ld r e n  in  ab o u t 2, 000 c o m m u n i t i e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  

c o u n t r y .  B y  a t t r a c t i n g  a n y  a t te n t io n  to  i t ,  p e r h a p s  w e c a n  g e t  m o r e  

v o l u n t e e r s .  T h e  m o r e  you s e e  of t h e s e  young o n e s  an d  w h a t  h a p p e n s  

to  th e  l ik e s  o f  t h e m  a s  th e y  grow up an d  r e a c h  t^ .en -ag e  a n d  m a t u r i t y ,  

th e  m o r e  y ou  b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  f r u i t fu l ,  h o p e fu l  t im e  to  s t a r t  w o r k  is  

in  O P E R A T IO N  HEADS T A R T .

N e x t  I w a s  h o m e  fo r  a  g r e a t  c h an g e  of p a c e  - -  lu n c h  w i th  J a n e  

E n g e lh a r d ,  j u s t  th e  tw o of u s ,  in  th e  d in ing  r o o m ,  to  t a lk  a b o u t  p la n s  

f o r  th e  W h ite  H o u se  - -  w h a t  m ig h t  p o s s ib ly  be  done in  th e  S ta te  D in in g  

R o o m , w h a t  h a s  b e e n  done  in  the  W es t  H a ll  and  in  m y  l i t t l e  o f f i c e - 

d r e s s i n g  r o o m ,  a n d  a b o u t  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  c h i ld r e n  and  s u m m e r  p l a n s .

S he  c o m e s  f r o m  a  w o r ld  I know v e r y  l i t t l e ,  of w e a l th  an d  

e le g a n c e  an d  of l a d ie s  w o rk in g  a t  c h a r i t i e s  and  a r t ,  a n d  I l i s t e n  

e a g e r l y ,  aa  T w nnld  to  a.

A nd  th e n  in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  a f te rn o o n  t h e r e  w as  a  lo n g  w o r k  

s e s s i o n  w i th  A B C . M ak eu p , c a m e r a s ,  r e a d in g  of s c r i p t ,  a n  a t t e m p t
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W ednesday, M ay 5th (continued)

to b re a k  m e in , I  suppose, to the fo rm idab le  b u s in ess  of doing the b e a u ti-

f ica tio n  show, m y p a r t  in  i t  vaguely  d issa tis fy in g  becau se  I r e a l ly  w ant to 

l if t  and so a r  w ith m y own poe tic  w ords , w hich d o n 't flow out.

The m o st im p o rtan t event of the  day w as the D ip lom atic  R e c e p tio n - -  

b lac k  tie , 7:30, th e  e n tire  C o rps, 114 c o u n trie s , a  b a tta lio n  fro m  the 

S ta te  D ep artm en t, the  p re s s ,  and the  White House i ts e lf .  ■ '

Nine M em bers of the C abinet - -  everybody except the M cN am aras, 

and such  p e rso n a l guests a s P a ts y  D erby  and D ia n a  and h e r  husband and 

th e  B u rl S tugards (C h ris tin e  heads m y so c ia l co rresp o n d en ce  office), the  

D ale M ille rs , the W arren  W oodw ards, P e r le  M e sta ’s n iece , th e  Lew is 

E ll is e s ,  Texans H a rry  Aiken, F re d  E rism an n s of Longview , S tan ley  

M a rcu s , who knows p robab ly  m o re  A m bassado rs than  I do, and D r. 

and M rs . E m m ett R edford  of A ustin , who had m o re  fun than  anybody 

a t  the  p a r ty . And m any people who do nice things fo r the W hite H ouse - -  

the B arrac in is , who donate candy fo r  the o rp h an s ' p a r t ie s ,  the  m an  who 

d e c o ra te s  the  C h ris tm a s  t r e e  so beau tifu lly . D r. C ole, who sends us 

o rch id s  th a t ap p ea r in  ou r lovely  bouquets fro m  tim e  to t im e . The 

m an  fro m  the A m erican  G reeting  C ard  Company who p roduced  our 

^  b eau tifu l C h ris tm a s  c a rd . T his house re c e iv e s  so m any lovely  gifts

of ta le n t and p o ssess io n s!  And o th e rs  who have invited  us to m any
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W ednesday, M ay 5th (continued)

n ice  th ings, m o st of w hich we c a n 't  go to: M rs . C a fritz , Peggy  L eB aron , 

the  E ugene Rietzk es .

T his p a r ty  w as being given a g a in s t the backdrop  of te n se n e ss  and 

a t le a s t  two tro u b le  sp o ts , V ietnam  and the D om inican R epub lic . A t 9 

. o 'c lo c k  the  OAS w as to  m ee t to decide w hether o r not they  would jo in  

the  U . S . in  sending tro o p s into the D om inican R epublic, and  g a llan t 

S e v illa -S ac a sa , bending low over m y hand, w as of co u rse  the  f i r s t  in  

line  - -  the  D ean of the  C orps - -  w ith , su rp ris in g ly , the re p re se n ta tiv e  . 

f ro m  G re a t B r ita in  being c lo se  to  the la s t  - -  A m bassador and L ady  

D ean - -  b ecau se  they  have only re c e n tly  com e. And one co u ld n 't help 

bu t w onder if  it  w ere  on p u rpose  o r by m ischance  the F re n c h  A m b assad o r 

and M adam  Alphand ,were not p re s e n t. They w ere  in  E u rope.

The A frican s a l l  m ake a  poin t of being in  th e ir  native d r e s s ,  

w hich  I th ink  adds g re a tly  to the co lo r and in te re s t  of the o c c a s io n , the

B o o b o o s  of M adam  Diop fro m  Senegal and the N orth  A frican  F re n c h -  

o rien ted  co u n tries  being v e ry  gay.

A t the la s t  m om ent B ess had in form ed us th a t we w ere  supposed  

to  tak e  p ic tu re s  of each  d ip lom atic  couple com ing down the  l in e . T hat 

w as one com plete , unalloyed m is ta k e . Nobody understood , and  i t  w as 

one h o rren d o u s tra f f ic  jam . F in a lly  Lyndon and I gave up. He. elbow ed 

a ll  those  he could in to  standing qu ietly  while the p ic tu re  w as m ad e , and
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m o s t of th em  w andered  on off u n certa in ly .

Nine o 'c lo c k  b rought the d e p a rtu re  of a ll  the m em b ers  of the 

OAS, and v e ry  sh o rtly  th e re a f te r  Lyndon’s d e p a r tu re . The la s t  ten  

days have been  d ra in ing  ones.

So I decided  to pour in  a ll  the gai e ty  and energy  I could to 

see ing  th a t the  r e s t  of the A m b assad o rs  and th e ir  w ives fe lt as m uch 

a t  hom e, had as good a tim e  as I  could m ake th em . F ro m  the S ta te  

Dining R oom , w here  the  e lab o ra te  buffet was la id  out, to  the E a s t  , 

Room , w here  the  dancing was taking p lace , I w alked pu rp o se ly , 

looking fo r those I  knew o r  d idn’t  know but who seem ed  lo n eso m e .

The handsom e A m bassado r of G reece  and M rs . M atsos, the liv e ly  

w ife of the  A m bassado r fro m  Ire lan d , M rs . Fay,: the e a s y - to - ta lk - to  

H arm ans of I s r a e l ,  and A m bassador and M rs . F enoa ltea  of I ta ly . I 

danced  w ith h im , and he ta lked  about our p ro je c t b ring ing  p lan ts  fo r 

b eau tifica tio n  fro m  Ita ly , bu t he sa id  it  would be like  b ring ing  coals  

to N ew castle . We w ill su re  have to find som ething that p a sse s  O rv ille  

F re e m a n  and leav es  the stam p of Ita ly !

The handsom e A l-G housseins of Kuwait, th a t in c red ib le  o i l - r ic h  

country , w ere  w ith the Dale M ille rs  in  the h a ll, mak ing an  am using  

j  exchange about the A m bassado r being  S c o o te r 's  cousin  and the  luscio u s -
... a : ' . ; " ; ' .. h.- ■
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W ednesday, M ay 5th (continued)

looking M adam  A l-G housse in  being  D a le 's  cousin . They have c e rta in ly  

m ade  an  im p rin t on  W ashington so c ie ty .

M eanw hile, D obrynin of R u ss ia  sa t on the sofa in  the Red Room  

w ith  Dean R usk  fo r over an hour talk ing  quietly , w hile people p a ssed , 

castin g  g lances over th e ir  shou lder, w ishing, I  suppose, th a t they  . 

could e av e sd ro p . ■ ” •

; And the v e ry  chic M rs . B engelloun of M orocco and h e r  husband 

^  e a s ily  g a th e red  around  them  a group of those who go to  p a r t ie s .  They

a re  one of the  m o st a ttra c tiv e  couples in  town.

W alking th rough  the E a s t Room , I saw the A m bassado r fro m  

India a lone , M r. N ehru . He is  one of the m o st handsom e m en  in any 

ro o m . I quickly  w ent o v e r, took  h is  hand and asked  h im  if he d id n 't 

w ant to  see  the re a lly  lovely  view fro m  the South P o r tic o . So we w ent 

out to su rv e y  the W ashington M onum ent and the Thom as Je ffe rso n  

M em o ria l - -  I had asked  tha t the doors be opened from  the G reen  

Room , the  B lue Room , and the Red Room , and a le r te d  lo ts  of m y 

frien d s  to  suggest people s tro l l  out and see  the ligh ted  fountain, s u r - 

rounded  by tu lip s , and the  sm e ll of w is ter ia .  The A m bassado r and I 

^  ta lk ed o f  M rs . N eh ru 's  sp eech es , the way they  have put so m uch  of

India in to  th e ir  E m bassy , i ts  fu rn ish in g s, its  a r t  w ork . But we d id n 't 

have  a  w ord  to  say  about K a sh m ir.

''saJ
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Two of the m o st a ttra c tiv e  wom en in  the room  w ere  the wife of 

the  A m bassado r of V ietN am  - -  you could fee l the a i r  get a  l it t le  e le c tr ic  

when they  cam e down the line  - -  and the wife of the A m bassador from  

T hailand , v e ry  fem inine and d e lic io u s .

, :M e a n w h ile , M r . S e c re ta ry  R u sk  a n d  M r. A m bassado r D obrynin ' .

s a t  im p e rtu rb a b le  on the dolphin-footed couch in  the  Red Room  as 

cham pagne p a sse d  down the h a ll and to the room s and d ip lom ats and 

h o s te s se s  and frien d s fro m  Texas w andered  th rough  the ro o m .

It w as a  good evening. But I m ade plans fo r next tim e and fo r 

a  co rp s  of sp e c ia l fr ien d s  - -  F re n c h  sp e a k e rs , Spanish sp e a k e rs , who 

would sing le  out th e ir  q u a rry  and m ake them  fee l a t hom e and sp e c ia l, 

and th a t th e ir  one two~hours- a -y ear th a t they  spend in  the  W hite House 

would be som ething  to re m e m b e r, not ju s t a  fo rm al exchange of 

c o u r te s ie s .
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