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'Club brunch a hlgh pomt of the year, the a.nnua.l b1g da.y of the Con-

, vgressmnal Club whlch I have been gomg to since 1938

| .by a Repubhcan Cha1rman and o. K 'd by a11 the Repubhcans on the K
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o Thursday, May 6th

' Was a busy Sprmg day 'After breakfast with Lyndon I worked -

- W:Lth Bess, dashed in to Garfmckel‘s w1th exactly 5 mmutes to buy a

black pa.tent purse, and then made it to the Shoreha.m for the Congres smnal

As I pulled up to the entrance, Mrs. Alvm O'Konsk:t the .

'Repubhcan Cha1rma.n, a.nd Mrs. ‘Chet Holhheld her Democrat1c

eC,o-_cha1rman, met me at the entrance with conductor 8 hats on a.nd

,.

B great big grins . That set the tone o_f the day. They had used the

L‘a.dy_B'ird Specia.l as the theme of the brunch. Each table was ,» S

centered with a toy train’ engme, gay thh a httle red and whlte ~ ‘, .

: canopy, a blrd perched on the top of 1t

The Ma.rme Band was pla.ymg Chattanooia Choochoo a.nd later

th1s tJ.me there were a thousand, more than I ever rememb_er -- was in__“‘
a party mood. I'll bet at lots the tables there were some good reminis- -
censes. of those unforgettable four days last October. Never was there

such a campa1gn venture. And for this theme to have been thoughrof

‘—1—_'

._»The Yellow Rose and, of course, Hello, Dollz' And all of the aud1ence --
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' artificial bird pinned on thelir 'shoulder o
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Thursday, May 6th (continued)

' Board, is sornehow especially delightful. ‘Coz’nmitteemember's. had'a._n'.

(AR

All the Cablnet was there, and I think a.bOut seven of the Court

_and 1f I had worked on it I would have called it a great success. From o :"f"‘ :

where I sat, 1t was. The decoratlons, the entertamment Sergm Franke‘ s

" of Do I Hear a Waltz, ‘ Mrs Kunkel's (the Premdent) smooth pres:.dmg,

' the v151tors w1th eyes out on stems from everybody s home town, and

 most of all the mood of the party, ‘gay a.nd bubbly

W1th the two t1ckets they had g1ven me for the glrls, I had

invited Mrs EmmeFRedford and Mrs Barefoot Sa.nders. All those

'years in the House and Senate, how I us ed to hoard my tlckets and

' parcel them out to‘my very favonte const1tuents. And then, standmg

in the ha11 hop1ng that I would at least get close enough to a Cablnet

/

or Court w1£e toj 1ntroduce my const1tuents .

‘ *’-.So when. 1'4{»;&’15,‘ in.'the"vw.ell;-stalg'ed'manner, lla.st of the
guests of honor, _ to the ‘bklare ofvmus1c and on the arm of a very erect
Jred coated Marme, I tried to look from rlght to left a.t all the Con- |
.gressmnal Club members,w'xth thelr very spec1a1 guests, wtth a .‘" '
sﬁﬁie’- that said it was special to r_ne too.‘ | V

One small catch The spothght was so b11nd1ng I couldn't see B

anybody‘ My g1ft was truly spec1a1 It was the or1g1_nal of the’cartoon
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. Garden Clnbs,‘ and nurseries -- but I did,w‘orry.that there,_was}ng'_'_t‘:_'_i;, RN
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Thureday, May .6th (continued)

of the Lady B:er Spec1a1 tram drawn by F red Sebol the one that a.ppeared:

on the cover of the breakfast program. This is for my own Archlves. B

Also, they gave ‘me a tram engme. And the table decoratxons they sold

handlly for $5 00 a,p1ece' o

't If I looked hke 1 was hav1ng an extremely good tu‘ne, 1t was -

eéca-‘it,lY becau_s,e_ I. was,, and'I knOW s‘omethmgl of all the work that g°es.‘ .

> into these'brunches..' A

, and Mrs Garrett, and we drove out to the Arboretum, where the

N a.zaleas are at the height of their glory and the dogwood~is sti.ll |

beatitiful In sp1te of all my years here, I had only been to the . ”

Arboretum once before, and that smce I got to workmg on beautlflcatlon. SRS

And I fea.r that‘s the case thh many Washmgtomans. It is very close -

to the heart of the c1ty and very bea.utlf.ul but it is 11tt1e known. It B

' had the gulded tour by experts, the three ladles themselves and Dr.

Skmner (I beheve 1t is) who is in charge. I had never heard of the =

r'educatlonal and research program that they. have and the services B

that they make available -- the Botanic Gardens, Experiment Station,

»f‘_ When 1t Was over I met Mrs. Warren Magnuson, Jane Freeman, R
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| enough real use by the publlc.‘ It would have beenwonderful to see bus- T
' loads of school children havmg a f1e1d trz.p, walkmg along the lovely
sylvan paths, learnmg to 1dent1£y the holly and magnoha and crepe
myrtle and h1b1scus. and_ camell1a, and‘the mcredible rainhow hJ‘.lls;lde.s':. '

‘of azaleas .

. Actually, who should I see walkmg down a path but Mr and

I . Mrs. Walter L1ppman, she in shorts and leadmg a great big Poodle._ | |
| o The perfect use for that day and that place' i
; o 5. The garden clubs have been the great henefactor .and sponsor
- of the Arbﬂretum, and I am glad that I got to go, ‘but I d1d feel uneasy -' R
" RN 'th“a.t lt wasn't mcorporated enough into the life of the c1ty B
| ; Back at th'e White l—I_ouse I had a session tvith Governor _and:l\drs o
_Pale'wonslty of the l’irgin Islands; w1thL1z and Buzz jolning us, 1n order‘ v
to learn somethmg about th‘e‘ collegejghose f1rst graduatmg class Iam
gomg to make ~a.l1t1:le spewech.tcf in June. I was am;zed to learn that
:there are only 40 000 people in all the V1rg1n Islands and that they
‘ sometlme.s have as many as 10 000 tourlsts on a busy'geason day.
| I had asked Abe and Carol to con‘le over and dlscuss with me
the'final disposition of Mrs. Johnson's album. We decided that we
; L would recommend that we go on a.nd.puhhsh it, om1tt1ng the parts

(some w1lls, some prohles) about e1ght in all, that are offenswe
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Thursdey, May 6th (continued) -

. as we- try to loek a.t ourselves w1th fresh eyes, and. some other parts ‘
tha.t are‘ Just plam dull “We ha:;re gotten the third letter from Lucia., S
‘say1ng it's aII rlght to pubhsh 1t and Abe has wrapped up his fmal
liconversatlons W1th Mr Gutw111g‘

Abe a.nd Ca:ge. sta.yed for a potluck supper, and Lyndon brought b E

’,

the Valent1s. It was a.n hllarlous even1ng Lyndon got strung off on ’

' ftellmg J ohnson Clty stones of h1s youth 11ke the ph1losoph1ca1 con-
versatmn between the boys who sa1d 'fHow would you. like to be an S
_ old wa.gOn wheel, -turnln'g over a.nd pver’,‘ '""and the one who, after

thinking a while, a.néwe:_réd, MI'd rather be that than have a big'povst.;ba.k e

tree hfe.f-a wa.tch fo'b'. "

And humerous Crlder stones about Governor Pa Feguson o

. a.nd“Black Dan” Cnder and .]' eff Cnder. And about Ben, who sa1d

"Il watch the car." He e_n_]pys them Just as much as his listeners_ e

doIt is a patf.'qi his therapy for relaxation. I |




