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F r id a y , M ay 7th

W as anoth er day lo ad ed  w ith  b e a u tif ic a tio n . In th e m o rn in g  I 

w o rk ed  so m e  w ith  A sh ton  b e fo r e  b oard in g  an 11:30 p lane to New Y ork  

w ith  L iz , lunch ing on the w ay to  sa v e  e v e r y  m o m en t for  shopp ing in  

New Y o rk . : , '

Shopping, for  o n c e , in s id e  the C a r ly le  w as fru itfu l, e f f ic ie n t ,  

and fun . B e s s  in  h er  sm ooth  q u iet w ay  had gone up ahead o f m e  and  

had so m e  c lo th e s  brought in . And a ls o  the d e s ig n e r , M o llie  P a r n is ,  

w ho had m ad e c lo th e s  fo r  M rs . E ise n h o w er . I bought the f ir s t  th ing  

I put on; a su m m e r y , p e a c h -c o lo r e d  b ro ca d e  d r e s s  and co a t, a  6 

o ’c lo c k  d r e s s  th at w a s ju st  r ig h t for  the S a lu te  to  S p rin g  th is  v e r y  

night! In a g r ea t h u rry . M iss  P a r n is  arra n g ed  to have the h em  

sh o r ten ed , to  len d  m e  so m e  of h er  sh o e s  i f  I cou ldn 't g et m in e  dyed  

or  buy so m e , and to  g iv e  m e  a p u r se !

I found two o th er  a f t e r - s ix  d r e s s e s ,  the g rea t gap in  m y  

w a rd ro b e . One i s  an e leg a n t w h ite  fo r  F a ll ,  the so r t  o f th ing that 

I w ould  le a v e  to  the S m ith so n ia n  and be proud o f. And a v e r y  

fem in in e  d r e s s  for  the K orean  d in n er .

T hen I got down to  the b u s in e s s  of the day. Anna R o sen b erg  

H offm an, L yndon’s fr ien d  fr o m  th e w ar  d a y s , who is  C o -C h a irm a n  

o f  th e S a lu te  to  S p rin g , and the M ayor ca m e at four to  fe tc h  m e ,
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and w e w en t out in  the g r ey  and d r iz z lin g  ra in  to  s e e  M ary  L a sk e r 's  

f lo w e r s  on P a r k  A ven u e, the tu lip s  and the a z a l e a s . We  sto p p ed  a t  

67th  and P a r k , under u m b r e lla s , w ith  the dripp ing n ew sm en , and  

a g a in  a t  R o c k e fe l le r  P la z a . Su ch  a  b ea u tifu l d isp la y  o f a z a le a s ! It 

w a s ju s t  ch an ged  fo r  m e  that m o rn in g , th ey  t e l l  m e , fr o m  th e  E a s te r  

l i l i e s ,  w h ich  w e r e  ju st  about sp en t.

.A nd th en  on to the P la z a  H o te l, w h ere  th e F ifth  A ven ue  

m e r ch a n ts  com b in ed  to  k eep  up th e d isp la y  of tu lip s  - -  a t h r e e -  

s e a s o n a l change .to b eg o n ia s  and c h r y s a n th e m u m s ^

N ot to o  b ad . T h ey 've  had it  for  e igh t y e a r s , th e S a lu te  to  S p r in g .

It n e v e r  ra in ed  on The D ay b e fo r e . I g u e ss  w e  ought to  take i t  in  good  

g r a c e . It had b een  d ry , and th e s c a r c ity  o f  w a ter  fo r c e d  a  c i ty  o rd in a n ce  

to  p rev en t w a te r in g .

M ary , w h o se  b ra in  ch ild  a ll  o f  th is  i s ,  w as in  E u rop e w ith  D e e d  . 

B la ir ,  h av in g , Anna sa id , two w on d erfu l but tir in g  w e e k s , go in g  to  a  

round o f p a r t ie s .

N a tu ra lly  i t  w as d isa p p o in tin g . B ut you m ake th e se  en g a g em en ts  

ahead  o f t im e  and th en  w hen th e  day c o m e s , p rep a red  a s  b e s t  you can  b e ,  

go ahead  w ith  a s m ile  and don 't le t  th e C hairm an know i f  y o u 'r e  d isa p p o in ted .
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S o i t  w as w ith  the cer e m o n y  that w as sch ed u led  to  b e  in  fron t  

o f th e  P u b lic  L ib rary , w h ere  th e b ig  lio n s  a r e . T r e e s  had b een  rop ed  

o ff  fo r  s e v e r a l  b lo c k s . T h ey  had had 10, 000 p eop le  in  p a s t y e a r s .

 ̂ ; With a  b ea u tifu lly  d eco ra ted  s ta g e , an A rm ed  S e r v ic e s  

c o lo r  guard, a  band, C aro l Channing fro m  H e llo , D o lly , S a m m y  

D a v is  fr o m  G olden B o y , the R adio C ity  M u sic  H a ll b a lle t , qu ite  

a group fr o m  th e M etrop o litan  O p e r a ,. in clu d in g  R ise  S te y e n s , John  

F io r ito  and J a n et P a v ick , to  g iv e  so m e  s ta r -s tu d d ed  en ter ta in m en t  

b e fo r e  m y  s m a ll  p a r t.

■'» ■' /
A la s , i t had to  be c a n c e lle d !  R ain f e l l  in  to r r en ts  u n til 

sh o r t ly  b e fo r e  t im e  fo r  th e show , so  it  w as m oved  in s id e  to the 

L ib r a r y  into cra m p ed  q u a rters  and a  te le sc o p e d  cerem on y , w h ere  

C a r o l C hanning gave so m e  am u sin g  ch a tter , S am m y D a v is  a  s m a ll  

sa lu te  to  b e a u tif ic a tio n  in  g e n e r a l. And Anna w as the w om an w e  

r e a l ly  l is te n e d  to .

T hen  the M ayor p r e se n te d  m e  w ith  the c ity 's  gold M ed al 

o f  H on or. It is  u su a lly  g iv en  to on ly  v is it in g  C h iefs o f S ta te . And  

none o f th em  w as e v e r  a s  im p r e s se d  a s  I to  get i t ! M y sp e e c h  w as  

ju s t  to  co n g ra tu la te  New Y ork on se ttin g  an  exam p le  and lea d in g
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the w ay , but sa y in g , "Don't r e s t  on your la u r e ls ."  And it  w a s a  r e a l  

p ie c e  o f n ew s fr o m  th e M ayor that he had c a lle d  a G ra cie  M an sion  

C o n feren ce  on B ea u tif ica tio n , s im ila r  to  the W hite H ouse C o n feren ce , 

in v o lv in g  b u s in e s s  le a d e r s , la n d sca p e  d e s ig n e r s , garden  c lu b b er s , 

r e c r e a t io n  p e o p le , a l l  o f  th e fa c e ts  th at touch  i t .

And th en  th e b u s in e s s  o f the day w as o v e r .   B ow s and autograp hs  

and h an d shakes a s  w e m ad e our w ay through the l i t t le  group, th r e e  or  

fou r hu ndred, in  th e L ib r a r y  lobb y and s te p s , and out to our c a r s  and 

to  th e gay  b u s in e s s  o f the even in g , a p a r ty  at Anna R o sen b erg  H o ffm a n 's .

W hat a  b ea u tifu l h ou se  it  w a s ! R ight on the r iv e r ,  in  th e  h e a r t  

o f  New Y ork  w ith  a b ig  garden sh a red  b y  about 15 o th er  fa m il ie s ,  I - 

th ink  - -  a je w e l o f  a  h ou se  o f four or f iv e  f lo o r s .  S a lv a d o re  D a li  

w a te r c o lo r s .

, T h ere  w e r e  about 24  o f us th e r e . J ea n  and B ob K in tn er , the  

Ed W e is ls ,  A ndre M yer - -  Anna to ld  m e  he had b een  a v e r y  su b sta n tia l  

con tr ib u tor  to  the for tu n es o f the D e m o cr a tic  P a r ty  and a  r e a l  a d m ire r  

o f L yndon.

T he L au ran ce R o c k e fe l le r s , M ark C h ild s . T h ere  a r e  so m e  

ev en in g s  th at d e s e r v e  the t it le  o f b r il l ia n t . T his one w as . ,

I sa t  n ex t to  M r. H offm an. I had n e v e r  known h im  w e ll  b e fo r e .  

T h ey  w e r e  le a v in g  for  A fr ic a  the n ex t m orn in g , and he ta lk ed  about



1965

F r id a y , M ay 7th (con tin ued )

th e eco n o m y  of A fr ic a , the d ev e lo p m en t o f the con tin en t. H e sp ok e o f a  

s o r t  o f  p o ll he had tak en  am ong b u s in e s s  m en , govern m en t le a d e r s ,  

p eo p le  w ho know w h at's going on in  th e two d ozen  or m o r e  c o u n tr ie s  

o f  th at co n tin en t. He had a sk ed  th em  1) w hat p ercen ta g e  o f  the  

r e s o u r c e s  o f  the: cou n try  did th ey  think w e re  b e in g  u t iliz e d  a t p r e se n t ,

2) w hat p e r ce n ta g e  of the hum an r e s o u r c e s ,  the b ra in s  o f  the p eo p le , 

w e r e  b e in g  u t iliz e d  a t p r e se n t .

T he a n sw er  to  the f ir s t  w a s  20%; th e a n sw er  to  the seco n d  

( ^  w as 10%. So th at m ea n s  th at cou ld  su r e  be a b u sy  con tin en t fo r  the

new few d e c a d e s  in  the d ev e lo p m en t o f goods and p eo p le .

W hat a n ice  l i f e  for  A nna. T hey a r e  both so  sm a r t, g iv e  

so  m u ch  to  liv in g , and lo v e  i t .  B etw een  th em , th ey  have about 24  

gra n d ch ild ren  - -  Anna has on ly  on e , M r. H offm an a l l  the r e s t .

I  had good ta lk s  w ith  L au ran ce  R o c k e fe lle r  about a l l  o f our  

c u r r e n t  en th u sia sm s: th e C o n fe r e n c e , Watts B ran ch  P ark w ay ,

th e tr ip  to V ir g in ia .

The v e r y  F r en ch , hard to  u nderstan d  but v e r y  in te r e s t in g  

A n d re M y er , who is  one o f the W hite H o u se 's  g r e a te s t  b e n e fa c to r s ,
dCu-jl—

gave  the H oudin b u st (but i t ' s  su p p osed  to  be a b so lu te ly  s e c r e t ) ,  and the

ru g  in  th e R ed  R oom .

Anna and E d W e is l a r e  co n cern ed  about B obby K ennedy,
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th inking the b r id g e  b e tw een  h im  and Lyndon is  u n c r o s sa b le , the h o s t il i ty  

d eep  and unbending tow ard  Lyndon and tow ard  M ayor W agner a ls o .

Anna i s  a  f ig h te r ----a  good p e r so n  to  have on your s id e  - -  an in te l le c tua l

w ith  a  h e a r t .

T h e re  w e r e  t o a s t s .  A  v e r y  n ic e  to a s t  about m e  fr o m  A nna. I 

lik ed  it  b e c a u se  sh e  u sed  the w ord  " u se fu l." I  w ant v e r y  m u ch  to  b e .

And fo r  on ce  I w a s s a t is f ie d  w ith  m y s e lf ,  b e c a u se  I fe lt  i t ,  I cou ld  

m ak e a r e a l ly  good to a s t  about our h o st and h o s te s s .

W e le f t  the fab u lous c ity  a t m id n igh t, got in to  d e se r te d  D u lle s ,  

and rea ch ed  the W hite H ou se  about 2 . I thought b ack  on the d ay  and  

i t s  r ic h e s ,  i t s  u n filled  p o ten tia l - -  but who cou ld  help  the ra in  - -  

and e s p e c ia l ly  about  an in v ita tio n  I had g iv en  o v er  the phone to Mr .

J o sep h  H irsh h o rn  to  co m e and have lunch  w ith  m e  at the W hite H ou se

on the 24th . He has a  v a s t  p r iv a te  c o lle c t io n  o f scu lp tu re  and a  good  

m an y  p a in tin g s . R oger S tev en s  sa id  m o re  than two d ozen  E a k in s . 

And Ruth C a rter  Joh n son  sa id  so m e  M ary C a ssa tts. D illo n  R ip le y

h o p es th at he is  going to g iv e  it  to the S m ith so n ia n . R o g er  S tev en s  

sa y s  th at it  is  a lm o s t  s e t t le d  th at he w ill ,  and that i t  w il l  be  

co m p a ra b le  to  the M ellon  g ift to  the govern m en t in  the e a r ly  3 0 ’s ,  

an  ev en t o f g r ea t s ig n if ic a n c e  in  the a r t w orld  and, i f  i t  should
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happen, a  la u r e l  fo r  the A d m in is tra tio n , He w as d e lig h tfu l o v e r  the  

te le p h o n e . We had m e t  w hen I had gone up fo r  the d inner a t the M etro - 

p o lita n  A r t M u seu m . He to ld  m e  a ls o  w hat I d idn't know - -  th at he 

w a s an a d m ir e r  o f L yndon's and w as w ork ing on the P r e s id e n t ia l  

Club d inner to b e  h eld  la te  in  M ay.

W hen I cra w led  into bed I w asn't s le e p y . I cou ldn 't b ea r  to  go in  

and m ayb e w ake Lyndon up at tw o o 'c lo c k , so  I rea d  u n til 3, b e in g  lik e  

a ch ild  having the th ird  p ie c e  o f candy, g reed y  but s a t is f ie d .
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