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. New York.

‘and fun Bess in her smooth qu1et way had gone up ahead of me and

E _ ha.d some clothes brought'm. And also the de51gner, Mollle Parnls, L

" of the Salute to Spring, and the Mayor came at four to fetch me,

1965

Friday, May 7th

S ) Was another day loaded with beautification. In the morning" I

worked some with Ashton ‘be.fo-re boarding an 11:30 plane to New York o

with_Liz, lunching on the way to save every moment for shopping in

Sh0pp1ng, for once, 1n31de the Carlyle wa.s frultful eff1c1ent, R

whohad made c10thes for Mrs. Eisenhower.' I bought the flrst th1ng

1 put on; a sum.mery, 'peach-colored bro'cade dress and coat, ‘a 6 .

o clock dress that was Just rlght for the Salute to Spring thlS very

| 'mght‘ Ina great hurry, Miss Parnis arranged to have the hem

shortened, to lend me some of.nu,'_shoes if I ,couldn't get mine dyedA
or b‘uy some, and to give ‘me a.‘purs'e'.

! found two other after-six dresses,b the great gap in my

_wardrobe. One 1s an elegant wh1te for Fall the sort of th1ng that

I would leave to the Sm1thson1an and be proud of. And a very
feminine dress for the Korean dinner.
Then I got. down to the business of the day. Anna Ro’s‘enberg

Hoftrnan’, ‘Lyndon's friend from the war days, who is Co -Chairman
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- Vaga1n at Rockefeller Plaza Such a. beaut1fu1 d1sp1ay of azaleas). It
.was. just changed 'for me that mornmg, they te11 me, v£‘r0m the ‘Eas‘ter : |

: 1111es, .whlch were Just about spent.

Friday, May 7th (continued) -

and we went ont in the grey and drizzling rain to see Mary Lasker_'s . h
ﬂowers on Pa.rk Avenue,' the tulips and the azaleas. We stopped at

67th and Park under u.rnbrellas, w1th the dr1pp1ng new smen, and

And then on to the Plaza Hotel where the Flfth Avenue

merchants cornb;.ned to keep up the d1sp1ay of tuhps --a three-

- seasonal change to begomas and chrysanthemumD

e " S ke
B Not too bad They ve had 1t for e1ght years, the Salute to Sprmg. R

It never ralned on’ The Day before. I guess we ought to take it in good
grace.. It had been dry, and the scarc1ty of water forced a c1ty ordmance ) _‘ S

to prevent watermg

Mary, whose bram ch11d all of th1s 1s, was in EuroPe w1th ﬁska

.Blan:, hav1ng, Anna sa1d two wonderful but t1r1ng weeks, go1ng to a

‘ round of parties.j

. Naturally it was disappointing. But you make these engagements

' ahead of time and then when the day comes, prepared as best you can be,

-\_.,,.

go ahead w).th a sm11e and don't 1et the Chau:ma.n know 1£ you Te d1sappomted ﬁj""‘
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"1965:

Fr1day, May 7th (contmued)

color guard a band Carol Cha.nnmg from Hello, DollX Sammy

v:'Daws from Golden Boy, the Radzo C1ty Musm Hall ballet, qu1te

none of them was ever as impressed as I to get it.

- Soit was w1th .theﬁcere’r‘nony' that was scheduled to be 1n front-
of the Pubhc lerary, where the b1g hons are. Trees had been’roped -
off for several blocks.“ They had had 10 000 pe0ple in past yeaxrs.

' Wlth a beaut1fu11y decorated stage, an Armed Servmes o

a group from the Metropohtan Opera, 1nc1ud1ng Rlse Stevens, J ohn

' F1or1to and J anet Pav1ck to g1ve some star-—studded entertamment -

before my small part.
L Alas, lt had to be ca.ncelledl Ram fe11 in torrents unt11
shOrtly before time for t_he show, so it was moved inside to the .

Library into cramped qﬁarters and a telesc0ped ceremony,, where

' Carol Chanhing gave some,amusing chatter, Sarrimy Davis a small R
o salute to beautification in general. And Anna was the woman we

rea.liy listened to. .‘ ‘

-.. Then the Mayor pr_ese'nt'ed me with the city's gold Medal
of Honor. It is usually given to only risiting Chiefs of State And’: :
it! My speech was

f

juet ito congra_.tulate New York oﬁ-‘setting é._n' example "and leading :
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: Fridaz, May 7th (continue‘d)

the way, but saying, "Don‘t’ rest on your iaurels.”' And it was al r_eal "
pzece of news from the Mayor that he had called a Grac1e Mansmn fv' :

Conference on Bea.ut1f1cat10n, 51m11ar to the. Whlte House Conference,

) 1nvolv1ng busmess leaders, la.ndscape des1gners, garden clubbers,

recreatmn pe0p1e, a11 of the facets that touch it.

And then the busmess of the day was over.. 'B'ows‘andautographs o

- and handShake_s as '_w.ek-"made,our_ Way 1ﬂ’ll?ollgh'the little gro‘-_lé» At‘hree or
| 'fou;vhﬁhdr”ea’ 1nthe Libfa:'i'y.k_’,bbY and ‘steps’, and out to our _Cars a,nd RERS

‘to the gay business of the evening, a party at Anna.Rosenberg Hoffman's. . |

",‘What a’beautiful house it was! : Right on the river,« in the heart

of New York w1th a b1g garden} shared by a.bout 15 other fam111es, 1

thmk --a Jew e1 of a house of fOur or f1ve ﬂoors Salvadore Dah
watercolor_s_. e
. There Were.' 'ahout'24 of us there. Jean and Bob Kmtner, the ‘

Ed Welsls, Andre Myer - Anna told me he had been a very substant1a1

contnbutor to the fortunes of the Democratlc Party and a real adm1rer '

| of Lyndon. :

The Laurance Rockefellers, = Mark Childs. There are snor‘ne |

' '_eveni_ngs that deserve the title of briiliant. "This one was. =

N I sat next to Mr._‘;H;offxnan'. 4I had ne'ver’knové_n ‘hir'n ‘well hefore_; |

"I‘hey were leaving for Africa the next morning, ‘and he talked about o

AT ¢ - -
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A resources of the country d1d they think were bemg utlhzed at present

were being 'utilfze'd at'p.res'entt -

_. rug m the Red Room. o »}if' f. T L L

1965

Friday, May 7Tth (continued)
the ‘economy thfrica, ‘the development of the continent. He spoke of a
sort of poll he had taken among business men, government leaders, T R

.people who know what'sfgoing on in the two dozen'or more countries ‘

| »'of that contment. He had asked them 1) what percentage of the S e

2) what percentage of the'human resources, '_the ,brams of the pe0ple,

The answer to the f1rst was 20%, the answer to the second
was 10%. So that means that could sure be a busy continent for the -
new few decades in the develoPment of goods and pe0ple.

What a n1ce l1fe for Anna. They are both so smart gi've' o '

v

80 much to living, »and love"it. Betw een them, they have about 24
grandch1ldren -- Anna has only one, Mr. Hoffman all the rest.
I had good talks w1th Laurance Rockefeller about all of our

Wattz)

current enthu51asms the Conferenc e, w Branch Parkway, '

" the trip to Virgfnia.

" The very. French, "‘hard to’ understand but very interesting
/' . B B o
Andréw Myer, who is one of the Wh1te House s greatest benefactors,

 dg
gave the Houd1n bust (but 1t's supposed to be absolutely sec:ret),,t the L

- Anna and Ed Welsl are concerned about Bobby Kennedy,

v“‘_5-
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Friday, May 7th (continued) |

thinking the bridge between him and Lyndon is uncrossable, the hostility -
deep and unbending toward Lyndon and toward Mayor Wagner also.
‘Anna is a fighter -- a g.ood person to have on your sidé -- an intellectual

with a hea.rt.

 ‘There wer'_e"toas't.s“‘.' A irery nice toast about me from Aﬁtl_é,,' I

liked it becé.use ehe: used the :\inlord"usefdl'.v" I wa.ntrery much to be. _. ;

. And for once I was satisfied with myselfy because I felt it, I could

" make a reallf good toa.St 'abotxt our host e.nd hostes.s

We left the fa.bulous c1ty a.t m1dn1ght ‘got into deserted Dulles, |

B R R LY

a.nd reached the White House about 2. I thought ba.ck on the da.y and

its r1ches, its unf111ed potent1a1 -~ but who could help the rain --

B er S Y

a.nd espec1a11y-%t an invitation I had given over the phone to Mr.

Jos eph H1rshhorn to come a.nd have 1unch w1th me at the Wh1te House

. on the 24th He has a va.st pr1va.te collectmn of sculpture a.nd a good
: : many pa1nt1ngs. Roger Stevens sa1d more than two dozen A:rk:e&s

‘And _ Carter J ohnson sa1d some Mary Cassatg D1110n Rlpley

h0pes that he is gomg to give it to the Smlthsoman. Roger Stevens

- says tha.t it is almost settled that he will, and that it will be
eornpa.ra.ble to theb Mellon gift to the government in the early 30.'s', o

an event of 'gr'e_at' significance in the art world and, if it should | -

e i




Club d1nner to be held late in May

- and ma.ybe wake Lyndon up at two o clock so I rea.d unt11 3, bemg 11ke )

1965

Friday, May 7th (continued) -

vh'apperi, a laurel for the Adrhiniétration He was -deliglii:ful over.the
o telephone. ' We had met when I had gone up ‘for the dmner at the Metro- o

o pohtan Art Mus eu.rn He told me also what I d1dn't know -- that he

was. a.n admlrer of Lyndon s and was worklng on the Pres1dent1a.1

,\,

B ’When I crawled 1nto bed I was sleepy. I cculdn't beai' t'o-'go '.in

a ch11d ha,v1ng the thxrd p1ece of candy, greedy but sa.t1s£1ed




