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M o th e r's  Day, Sunday, May 9th

We slep t late, w ith  a s o r t  of tacit agreement that we would sk ip  

church, and how few we have skipped since th is  heavy obligation fe ll 

upon u s .

Lynda B i r d  gave me two d a rling  l i t t le  books, S p rin g s of H um o r 

and S p rin g s  of Joy . L u c i had already given me; a t in y  bouquet, w ith  a 

sweet l i t t le  message on i t .  We a ll  sat down at the table and had a 

gourm et b re a kfa st, re v e llin g  in  the g r it s  and the hot cakes and the 

bacon and a fr ie d  egg. How funny that a fr ie d  egg i s  m y idea of lu x u ry !.

T h e  d a y  was b rig h t and c lea r, a b lessed  g ift in  th is  cold, 

g rey S p rin g . We a ll went bowling, long enough to get good and t ire d .. 

The n  we walked. Then everybody la y  down fo r a nap o r fo r reading, 

getting up in  tim e to watch F o re ig n  M in is te r  Thanat Khoman of Tha iland  

on M E E T  T H E  P R E S S . Calm, authorita tive , a rtic u la te , i t  couldn't 

have been better i f  we had w ritte n  i t .  He sa id  categorically that the 

Un ited  States was on the way to w inning in  V ietnam .

Some tim e during the day B i l l  W hite told me, in  a ra th e r 

d iffid ent, a lm o st em barrassed manner that he w ished I  would t e ll 

Lyndon how much he approved of everything he was doing in  the 

Dom inican Republic and V ietnam . O ur re la tio n sh ip  - - B i l l ' s  and 

o u rs  - -  though i t  couldn't be c lo se r, is re ined in  by a v e ry  d ist in c t
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M o th e r's  Day, Sunday, May 9th (continued)

s o rt  of d ig n ity  and respect. We don't t r y  to w rite  h is  colum ns, and 

he doesn't t r y  to co lo r the P re s id e n t 's  po licy, o r quote u s .

  I  rounded up two o r three of the guests fo r a l i t t le  m ore bowling, 

and then we had d inne r, which was actually a combination lunch and 

d inner, and le ft  fo r the W hite House.

Lyndon had given me $50 as a M o th e r's  Day p re se nt and 

sa id , "G o  and get whatever you want. Th a t 's  what you'd ra th e r do 

anyhow. "  A c tua lly  i t  i s ,  but I  don't want h im  to know it,, and I  l ik e  

i t  better when he spends the tim e to go out and get me whatever i t  i s  

that he wants me to have. However, I  know exactly what I'd  l ik e  to 

do w ith  th is .  I 'd  l ik e  to put i t  in  w ith  some m ore to buy tre e s fo r 

Johnson C ity ! The  plans fo r them, drawn by a M r .  M y r ic k , are on 

m y d esk. L iv e  oaks between the courthouse and the postoffice.

I t  was a quiet, pleasant, so a k-it-u p  re s t ,  s o r t  of day.

One big piece of news in  i t  was that Gwen C a fritz  would give 

$80, 000. 00 fo r the new scu lp ture  garden which i s  pa rt of the 

beautification p rogra m . I t  i s  to l ie  between the Sm ithso n ia n  

and the National G a lle ry . We m u st s ta rt  putting together some 

packages that w i l l  appeal to people who w ish  to be th is  generous. 

P laygrounds in  low-incom e d is t r ic t s ,  c h e rry  tre e s fo r everybody 

. around the Washington Monument, and a statue in  the outdoor garden.
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