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 Tuesday, May Ilth. .

Began my long-awa.1ted 1andscape~1andmark tOur into V1rg1n1a. ’

A "'"I was up at seven, had breakfast qu1et1y --1 had really hoped to sl1p out

‘w1thout wakmg up Lyndon, but Liz with her 1dea always on the p1cture, '

) ;suggested he mlght come down to say goodbye to us  at the South Portlco, ’
o 'and .so;he‘did as,}yve got-1nto th_e big Gr_eyhound bus_ -- me,andall the

oy ~C.abinet-'?\rives. eieept Mrs. Rnsk -- and what fun' Ait is"to: be‘off'wit'h e

.....

(R them on a tr1p that prom1ses some chance for a good t1me and rea.l

ta.lkm’g,p:_as we11‘ as work.'

~.

s The La\rrance Rockefellers are'with us, and. the Roger Stevens,

' and the Rex Wh1ttens of the Bureau of Pubhc Roads, and Nash Castro '

'from the Park Serv1ce. There is also a b1g handsome State Senator -fromt
B y q L .
Cahforma, Fred_Bha—r‘f commg from a Jewel of a sect1on in Southern

: Cahforma, is part:.cularly knowledgeable a.nd mterested in h1ghw ay develop- '

ment -- and a pool of reporters -- Just behmd us a press bus w1th some o

"'.'40 or so reporters from all the med1a,‘ mcludmg A_BC NBC and CBS

. : . : AN A
il :
‘%an Robertson sa1d it was as relaxed as a famlly outmg in the country,

and so,1t was. W_e_ h_a.d come ,without our hats', soon took off our shoe_s,

moved around _:Erom person to person, while we drank coffee and munched '

. some delicious _horne -made cookies tha‘t Mrs .Rex Whitten‘had brou'ght

Margy had her camera and 1 had mme 'I‘he :E:.rst stop'was for

the ded:.catlon of the Du.xnjnrey 's Wa.ys1de Shelter. : Szlver -halred Governor
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- 1itt1eroof, a barbecne pit,'"wat'e'_i fonntain, and'toilet, 'a-gainst‘ the'ﬂhackdrop
o ;' of almost ent1re1y natxve trees -= many dogwood w1th a few azaleas planted
_'as Mary would say, \hke 11pst1ck on a woman

o etone which .said I dedicated it They hoped to have a tourlst fac111ty 11ke L

miles.

"'pan51es, marlgolds, planted by the ‘As soc:.ated Clubs of V1rg1n1a for Road51de e
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-'l.‘uesd'ay, Maydllth (continued)

. Harr,ison; the very prototype of a Governor, and Mrs. Harris‘on’,'-,o'n their
I way to New York, met ue there, and we had a cerernony_ d'edicating this

‘very complete .‘facillity for the tonrist. -~ picnic tables under an attractive :

There was a 11tt1e crowd a few speeches, an unve111ng of the

th1s on the major V1rg1n1a h1ghways, sprm.kled along every twenty or forty

Next down the road we saw a blazmg exhlblt of azaleas, dogwood

Development. And I 5paded in the d1rt on a dogwood Thls is the Year of the '

Shovel for me.

The chief‘lesson of this morning is to see what has been done with "

' Interstate '95,' which has a broad rightfof—way and ‘co'mplete control of ‘access,‘

By selective cutting, by skillfully maintaining the best native trees and

shrubbery, byvplantin.g_ the banks in erosion control, preserv_ing the visgtas,

this highway is a beautiful driye," eve_n if it is frequently s:x, or eyen' e‘ig“ht,’_‘ - o :

-lane‘s..‘ It:Ls a model of iﬁhat ca.n be done, and the median strip a greatvpluv’s-' o
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Tuesday, May 1llth (continued)

o The woods were laced w1th dogwood white and fan:yhke in the

~ brilliant morning Redbuds, Mr Whltten told us, had Just been gone a.

week or so.

Brieﬂy we go.t_lof‘_f-bf 95 to go down to Highway Ovne, to see ;wha.t '

. 1t meanswhen there 1s anarrow rlght-of—way w1th uncentrolled access.
I Wilgt 1tls is ag_u_r_lg_glofﬁlhngstatmns hiylllboards, neon, ‘ai;na ‘r;ther'-_“
crumby11tt1ebu11d1ngs Andyet these arelfor nf:'e‘o'pll'e,‘ .a‘.nd this is prwate A
enterpnse ;‘.:‘And:Where is theansw er? Maybesome .‘control by éo&ernrnenti;-i .
and‘ some raising of fasfel. : |
| At noon we arrvi;'yreo‘ a@_v Charlottesvilie, our luck still hoiding With '
v lovelyw e..ather s ’a.nd chmbed Teﬁerson's'mountain to Monticejllor. Ma.ny
" tirnes I've heen- here, bnt n'e\}er certainis('in 'rhis fashion, tra;iling 40 news- |
: paper pe.opl.e w1th heavy camera equlpment, and met by the Trustees o;‘. |
Mont1cello, among them the very charmmg Mr Hlldreth of Charlottesv111e, ,
= ;.'Iwhose own bank had sponsored some very ha.ndsome plantlng on the out-

skirts of Charlottesville, and the extreme}.y cons ervative columnist,and

eommentatOr, Mz, Henr'y“]" .',‘Taylo'r of New York, and also the Pre.sident

of the University of Virginia,' Dr. and Mrs. Edgar Shannon. And' deiight‘- |

'fully enough the he1rs of Thomas J efferson, severa.l elderly 1ad1es -= M1ss |

' 011v1a Taylor, MISS Margaret R Taylor, and Mrs. Edwm Kn:k We went '

’.__'_3.‘. .
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Tues day,‘ Mai 11th (continued')

through thve house wrth a dehghtfully knowledgeable gu1de; .
o ‘To house speaks s0 much of the man who bu11t 1t and loved it »
lee everybody ells‘e who has been .here, I partlcularly love seelng hls -
' ‘:.mventxons‘-- the revolvmg ch.arr', the cha1se lounge, the duphca.tmg

T machme - great, grea.t ancestor of Xerox. Hrs solrtary I had never

: _seen before, nor had I been up: to the topmost ﬂoor undernea.th the dome, o

- . wrth its beautlful ‘v1ews‘ in every direction. You wonder 1f he had in mmd _ f 4
Q - being-gan artist, itb,lookediso much like a studio'.‘ What an exquisite ballroom, o } :

if it w‘eren"t up those very nar’row etairs.l' -

I did find myself looking at it with new eyes-,_ the eyes' ofv-isorn'eone e

who some day might leave a _sirn.p'le house, but not anything so great in our

o et o e A sy A S met s o ase e+ e

history as 'Monticello, - one to which other generations of American tourists “
'm1ght come. Sol gave a thought to the future as I drank up the past. B

And another thought I had -- I wonder where those 100 slaves 11: TR

- spoke ahout lrved. 'vaerywhere', everywhere, ,there were evrdences of his
' induétrjr, of his Ietter-writi.ng‘.“‘ In the more than 80 years he‘cl':ro'w'deia:‘ s0

much.

We ha.d sherry under the great tuhp trees, a.nd I took movres .




' of Virginia. I sat by the Pre31dent Dr Shannon, and by Mr. H11dreth
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.Tuesday, .May 11th {(continued):

~ and of all his folloiners_.

And then we had lunch on the terrace overlookmg the Umversny

Close by at the table the he1rs of Thomas Jefferson It'was a jewel of.an
'-’Z'_»c;‘ccasron in a ney_er-to‘-be‘-'-:r.epeated. sett1ng e- a.;lthoughb_vv.hen I sa‘-ythatj: ;*

'. last,I must remembeerHﬂdreth d1d 1nv1teme to the annualCandleht
E D1nner -- 'they are thetrustees éf M‘ontioello .'.'_:w.hen- they me‘e‘t.and haye'- »’:

. a good social time in Jefferson's own dining room and discuss the business

of the's‘house.
The menu was superb V1rgm1a ham, Sally Lundn an oyster :

I rec1pe that was supposedly Jefferson s own and de11c1ous -- and creme

Rouillade. I threw .discretion to the winds and ate everything.

| .Itnagine my surprise to look up a'nvd see John from the White -

House -- or was it Charles" Anyhow, one of them was there presxdlng - .

another of that capable Bess s arrangements

There w:=re some speeches 'and for-once I was pleasea with
my own -- I gness bec_ausebi.t WAS ’mine’, | haying come‘vout of my own"
feelings .and my own words blarg.ely.

W

Jefferson, the inventor Jefferson, and the landscape lover Jefferson. _‘:'_It

"is also to remember him as a man of letters, a gracious host, a man for - .

.,.7.—.5_'

Loe

"To walk around this house and grounds is to recall the architect " o

. 5 ; .
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i, tree -- a white one

: charnung -= almost PrOfeSSlonally so, and full of good stones.;. Not many

.'people create somethxng in the1r lwes, a.nd he has mdeed created 'a. qu1te

“Tuesday, May 11th (continued)

‘ a—man‘for whom beauty and symmetry were synonymous. And then I

spoke of my great l1k1ng for h15 puttmg the phrase ”pursult of happlness"'

1n the Declaratmn of Independence, and of the four Thomas J effersons m

g . my own family. And then I gave a seedlmg of a flow ermg horse chestnut '

| é‘ mOundwh1ch ‘Th:ozlna.s J}e}}f'ferson_. had deslgned for y;hat he called "Th’e .
Pres1dent's pa.rk. " e - l R

F°r Inelt -..{’éa'sl a é;é#;succevss ;];.‘hen'w‘e went .én‘down:fé the '

| Unwersﬁ:y of V1rg1n1a tor a brleftour around the/campu‘s ’w 1th iDr.‘ Sha.nno&

‘j}éeeing .the handivtorh of .Thoma's".l eff'ersonb at eyery turn /'I‘nto‘ two o‘f"the

homes of the professors. and mto the garden, Just dedlcated as a lgx:Et from ,

' the V1rg1na Garden Clubs, whlch had been recreated along the 11nes lazd

out by Thomas Jefferson Tralled by the contmgent of press and by a. B

varymg host of curlous young students, it was a 11tt1e less than a sere.k,.. o
. view of the grounds. | l‘" 5
We got on Laurance Rockefeller s la.rge and comfortable pr1vate' =

plane and ﬂew to the Brlstol Tr1-C1t1es Alrport, and from there by carto

Abingdon,_ riding with handsome 'young Congres sman Pat Jennings, great

_._'ntha.t grows in one. of the mOunds on the South Lawn L

- friend of our Admihis.tration, and Bob Porterfield Whom 1 found' tobe Lo
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N Tuesday, May llth (continued)

unique, quite delightful cosmos of culture in the Barter Th'ea,tre. _The local
. ‘people are all proud of it, it is a pa‘rt of the things to see in Virginia for the
: tourlst and it has a pla.ce m the world of the theater -- qulte a warm and

L spec1a1 pla.ce, I thmk

As usua.l on such trlps, . the three hours of rest t1me that we were : ;'_:

L supposed to ha.ve va.mshed mto one hour. . Ram was falling as. we drove up :

3
Y

the streets of Ah:.n on, but nevertheless we were preceded by two hzgh T
'J o school ha.nds and there w.as a s:.zeable crowd of local people a.long the side.—:: &
Cw a.lks, _ and then as we approa,ched the old Martha. Washlngton Inn, ‘the ya.rd
' was full We went up on the porch and he.d va. little welcomlng ceremony -
roses‘f‘or Murieh yellow roses‘for, me, 'welcoming ‘words by the ‘Actin.g
rMayor; a nice mﬂ; talk b§ Bob 4Ptorterﬁeld‘. 1 just took 2 bow and intro- |
’, ”duced the Ca.b.inet Ladtes and ‘the Stevens_ and the f{'ocketeiiers. o
Then we went._ups._tairs tomy r‘oorr.lv., furnished \‘n;ith‘v ant'ic.:iues_ ;-d.tvhis.‘ .
..old _é.nd eherming building has manya.nthues .- it used to be a 'scho‘ofll, ia-.t one '.
| time, ."rvhere.Edith Ge.it Wilson}ettended school, and Eleenorl i’tooseueltfs
father hed 1ived here in this town. I had a canopied bed ahd a‘ funny.l.it.tle.
p1cture of Lyndon and Lady Bird J ohnson, circa 1937 on my beds1de ' 'A

¢ ( a " table, and the most exquzsxte bouquet from the local garden club I d1d

have about an hour s rest, and then a nice 11tt1e g1r1 performed a m1rac1e

i , : R ST e T -
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L :_:"But thlS 1s the f1rst t1me it has been awa# d in the Barter Theater 1tse1f :

: the street to the Barter Theater, each w1th her Jug of sorghum, ¢ bucket"_' L

"of tomatoes and squash -- to go mto soup, not to be thrOWn, or whatever' o

‘ her barter was_.

"“..the curtain rose there we were, lined up in front of Caesar, Cassius, = -

o . Brutus ','.riCalpfe)rnia, a.nd the lot, i and we gave the award to Ro'ger S'tevens.

: """Laurette Taylor and mcludmg Ethel Barrymore and Helen Hayes, Tallulah

;“Bankhead Fredenck March Corneha OtlS Skmner, and Mary Martm.

” although not the fn:st t1me, I beheve, by a F1rst Lady, because Bob

o Porterﬁeld was a frlend of Mrs Roosevelt' and she'd been to the Barter,f '

.of a scholarshlp for two young actors, to be chosen by the man recewmg R

. the award and an acre of land on the mountam close by, dehghtfully

1965

~ Tuesday, lMay 11th {(continued) .
S on rny_"hair,"'and I dr_essed‘up‘ in my peach_' theater suit, clutching my N
"z'nagnolia _seedling from the Ancl_re_w J ackson magnolia, wlhich_ had orig-~-

.inally co"na'e from The He'rmitage,' and le'd.the nine Cabinet‘l.ladies across

Roger_étevens, Bob Porterfield and I went hackstage, andwhen -'._";f:

g . -‘ . . . .
B.’has 1ndeed gone to a star studded group smce 1939, begmnmg w1th

";.

and I believe had made the award onc_e. .I-borrow ed 2 a line from thev pl_ay
and said, nFriends, .Rornans, cou'ntryrnen,- lend me your ears. We' c'onne‘:

to praise. Roger Stevens." For once I got a laugh The small qualnt

E theater was full the award 1tself a V1rg1n1a ham, a platter to eat 1t of.f '
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. Tuesday, May 11th (continued)

v_ chosen; ~1 asked Bob Portertleld about that acre of 1and thmkmg h:.s patrt- |

mony was decreasmgvvnth the years -- this ha.e been go1ng on about 15 now aa
L but no, I.he says 1t'svstra1_ght up :o_n'a rnountain and one of the aw‘ardees.,_ when |
asked what he'_'lwas_‘”g:oing to do "v'vbith ms acre, ",.%aiq he was ‘thinkingf of renting -

There 1s no other play I can th1nk of w1th as many oft-quoted

G lines- I.[venJoyed 1t, although by that t1me wearlness. yvas beg1nn1ng to tell.
Cassme yvas a thorough rascal Marﬁ Antony had sex appeal as he always
does,‘ I thmlt, and p‘oor Brutua w‘orrled through all the acts‘ in an mtellec—.
'tual, philo,eophical :sort of way about Whether what he yvas‘ doing was "right.
When it was over we went across. the street to.the Ballroorn of
" the Martha Washmgton Inn) | é,andle -iit, .ﬂower ébedeeked, testive.’ and had
' | an after -theater supper party, by which t1me I was' ravenous; If they B

: .hadn't had V1rg1n1a ham I Would have practlcally gone out to the kltchen

o to hunt some. And fr1ed chmken and spoon bread What can there be :

~ about .such a day to make. one hungry? Maybe trying to learn about every—
h thing that is put before you and pro;ectmg your apprec1at1on of it and your ’

i 1nterest in it does take muscle and effort, although 1t doesn’t look 11ke 1t

does,

"Imetan attractlve 11tt1e g1r1 at the party named La.nghorne, » who

is a great great niece of Lady Astor, and another beaut1fu1 young gu'l whO
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“to an elegant tea. at h1s Park Avenue apartment I met and chatted with. all.

the a.ctors' and w1th the townspeople, a.nd 1t wa.s so 1nterest1ng my fa.t1gue ;, |

B d1dn't blunt my feelmg for it a.ll t1ll after one.' It wa.s a grea,t da,y.i ,

o then, \smce 1t was a. qua.rter of tw elve in Washmgton, 1 thought I had better

L ‘not ahswer it. He__might, ha.ppily, be on his way to-sl_eep.

§ Tu’esd.a.y., May llth (eontinued)

" . is the ‘Vda',ughter_ of Tony Akers, who had taken me around all over New York . -
: in the "cé.mpaigri of 1960, frorh a 'Times Sque.re place”where a record player

. remted campa.:.gn speeches in a.bout six la.ngua,ges to a very motley audlence,‘

I had had a call from Lyndon 1mmed1a.tely after the show, but




