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Thursday, May 13th

' Was another back-—to -back w1th appomtments day. ',éhe he1ght :

of the S pring. -&tjt began early, w1th 20 laps in the pool about 8

o clock /&nd then to the beauty parlor > )
ﬁtoppmg by the D1plomat1c Receptlon Room to greet the

Daughters of the C1nc1nnat1,w 'who were takmg a Wh1te House tour, ’
's_haltlng hands: w1th all .ofl them and rem1n1sclng a bit about the;_loyel‘y‘ R
oldhouse thef 'own on .”I\‘/Iassachulsetts -- Andersonjl-l{ouse,. vvhere L

. Ma))ror Tom M1ller us ed to staty and tvhere 1 went to the Tom.Clarlcs

N pa.rty for Presudent Truman,b h1s. blrthday party in the Spnn.g after |

.h1s great v1ctory ' And the, Wh1stle St0p was. the mot1f of the table

~decorat10ns, and I sat next to great General George Marshall

Well, to;.ay s a big day, £or two reasons.. My luncheon for

the Senate Lad1es ---106 of them will be here at one o clock and
r‘”the opemng of Lyndon 8 boyhood home in Johnson C1ty. When 'Liz fx L

: brmgs me the cl1pp1ngs from some tr1p I’ve taken or some speech

I‘ve.made, Ilet them accumulate on the desk and seldom rea_d them. -'

: How funnir'it is -- here I am on tiptoe -- I can't wait for the stories.

about the 0pen1ng of Lyndon s boyhood home. I am eager, '.scared,

hopeful

- Bess and Mr. Ketchum. had collaborated to de31gn a very

-1
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Thursday, May 13th (contmued)

delightful little extra thing for the Senate Ladies -- the memorabilia -
which we '"'hOP.ie' to start ShOWing in cases in the East Wing for the tourists” o

S m are ba%kedup, -'often"'si..x-‘wide on‘busy‘surnmer days. They w111 be '

| "ready for thern to .see mearly Surnmer --‘ perhaps J'uly 4th. We gave
A’the Senate Ladres a preuxew of rt -- spread 1t out on the blue veivet l‘
B rt#‘?iéstin the,B_lue“R»@m'», Where, after T had xeceived therm in he ¥ Lo
kR GreenRoom they couldstoplnand have a sherry and look atit

K lelsurely. There wasf::r/xwtatlon from George ‘W-Nash.mgton for d1nner,

- f/) : 7. a rnzmature water .color of bDolls;v'»l\‘/IadJ.son that she had gwen as a |
"-.bread—and-butter present to some fnends she had spent a fortm.ght

" w1th ‘and an rnv1tat1on to éres:Ldent Wllson‘s marr1age to Edith Galt.“.'- 3

And there was also Pre51dent L1ncoln ] appomtment book ‘the flrst

record book that he kept in the Whlte House, found in a New York

. a.nt1que shop and g1ven to the Whlte House by the Lyndon Johnsons o

“ back m August of ’63,

5
i
i
b
i
;

It was a good day for me, because I can call nearly every
one of them by flrst name. A_nd t_hey were there in full force -- 106, o
elght of the Cabinet Wives, Muriel _of course, and such old-timers
as :Mrs.' Jay Hamilton Lewis, 'Frances Parkinson’Keyes of New L

RNY Hampsh1re (and I always wonder 1f she w111 wrlte someth1ng about |

.Q,ovely Baroness Sﬂvercr}rs , Sara.h Clements R Bess' Mother, S

S - 2‘ -
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Thursday, May‘ 13th (continued) -

’ lookIng_old and faziling,' and it ma.kes me sad to see her so -- she is so

,patriEIan and sweeg Esther Frear, one of the most capable Senate o

i

wwes I've known Md Mrs. Tom Connally, w1th somethmg of the
- '_quahty of the phoemx, lookmg Just as young and gay as a school g1r1
S ’a pretty young one..;Mrs Ross Bass, Marvella Bayh Mrs Brewster ,

T "of Ma.ryla.nd and my spec1a1 frlends, Betty Talmadge, Rosemary

. Smathers -- .we always hope to get tha.t afternoon of brxdge - Mary |
Ellen Monroney, Gra.ce Dodd and Bethme Church - I really yearn :

for our days of studymg Spamsh agam Nuala Pell one of those I

do not know partlcularly well and would most of all 11ke to know

better. Lovely V1rg1ma »R‘ussell, the frrst time she's been here in.

o her: new role. g

They lmgered over the Pres1dent1a1 memorabilia and approved

Pncai— B

B .the 1dea.» And then, wh11e we a11 d-rd—!:eve the Dmmg Room -- at least
) § d1d I encouraged everybody to have a look at the other tables before R

j they sat down., Mme had a Thomas Jefferson centerplece, a Chmese

export a.nd the Theodore Roosevelt place settmgs. ‘ ‘Each table made

use: of a d1fferent Adm1mstrat10n,. sometlmes Gom-b-m-g' two, as mine .

did. _'I'h.e Lincoln tab]_.e:be.ivng'arnongst the ._most handsome, and the -
Ruth'erford_ Hayes" certa.1n1y the most uniiine_; ‘with its ,extraor'dina'ryv Sl

Lo omes S




N

1965

: Texas .

Thurs day, May 13th (continued)

ﬂora 'and fauna glaring u.p.at' you.
i There were- no s_peeches. We ha'd coffee ‘in the parlor, ' a pleasant: " R
but very warm time, I thOU—ght and the -g“lestslwere gone tevn'minutes"
be.fore three, so’ that I had about 'an hour and a half for desk \rorh and
‘irest beforevI \rent down to meet, of all th:mgs, the Wh1r1y Glrls,i_j'. .
grOup of lady hehcopter pllOtS w1th Mrs . Ph11 Hart the1r honorar;t S

| ','Pres1dent, who ha.d asked to brmg them to the Whlte House on a tour, e

' _‘ThJ.s they had done and I-went down to meet them for a cup of tea and :

a moment of conversation. One of them, Dora Daugherty, had been ;‘ i

- my guest at a Women Doers‘ 1uncheon. Another had made an emergency

1anding at the ranch when she encountered weather on a ﬂlg_ht across el

X

Late in the afternoon I went over to Ly'ndon J offxce to see if .

| : 1 could fmd out without askmg anyth1ng about the results of hlS ca11
- ‘late the n1ght.before from Puerto Rico. "I d1dn't but I :Eound that :: " o
" he was about to .go in'to see the National Review Board for the |
'4East-—West Center, among them Jack .ﬁurns the Governor and Mary
_Lasker ’So I asked Mary to call me‘ later,.. and when she did we had

‘a dehghtful hour and a half talkmg about how to put together packages

for prospectlve givers to the beaut1f1cat10n program, and about

,_4'_‘,
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Thursday, May 1J3th (continued) '

'Lynda's party, the dance vfor‘_:the Princes_s Aof Sweden, and‘ what v_chi'ld_ren .‘ .
of friends _we mxght suggeist,"that vshe inuite'. ) R
: And then we Went down Pennsylvamal Avenue, gettmg out to

walk'at the Mellon Fountam, lookmg at the FDR Memonal “' Ma:ty
sa)ts “1t needs sorne plantmg --- it does. Drove on down to the Cap1tol

. we walked up the long broad walk and the great steps on the West

s al T

‘ Front to see the terrace where I hope some day there m1ght be Ty

.t.ables_-for outdoor d1n1ng, 'eve‘n if Just sandw1ches and cold.dri.nks 2
. brought down byvcarts . ..It 1sthe most prestigous, magnificent vlew ‘.‘ :
But we were sad about the old bulldmg ;I‘he sandstone lor.whatreyer
it 1s-1s ch1pp1ng off so badly it looks down-at-heels. “T.here is rnore' ‘
) plant1ng bemg done --a few trees around with stockmgs on, and |
the’ tuhps have Just passed the1r zemth. _ They are going to put
cannas in the great stone receptacles along the terrace. CAll of
wh1ch adds up to a plus but is it the best that COu].d be done.

" When I got back I went upsta1rs to work and suddenly the
" phone rang and Lyndon asked me to come over. I sat quletly in
his o£f1ce while he phoned for about an hour and a half, readlng .

NEWSWEEK gettmg in a word when 1 could H1s small office ' . -

looks very handsome - green velvet, trad:.tlonal furmture, elegant .

but cold. 1 look at the t1cker and the three w1de TV sets in the

e . . . . - ~ e e
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1t changed.

B 5_11ke h1s bouncy self It worned me., There 1s st1ll a pang when I

' chmk of Beagle and of dear 11tt1e Her.

y to my exerc1ses, neglected of late, perhaps only three t1mes a week.

_ su1tably chaperoned by £r1ends and havmg dates with Dave. She has

_ been excxted and ‘how glad I am about takmg a tr1p in the Unlted ‘
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. Thursday, May 13th (continued)

b1g off:.ce, and I thought 1t looked like we‘d gone mto the Wh1te Goods

busmess -- the cold meat counter 1tself Oh well maybe we can get

| Dea.r H1m was ther ',_ a.ct mg slow and dull and sleepy -~ not

We had dlnner Iat 10 30 Just the two of us. Then I got back

Lyndon gave hls up September of last year and we haven't been able 5 .
Ato get him started smce. I haven't the heart to really keep after h1m
H1s days are 80 full of troubles. E

Lynda. is gomg to. New York tomorrow, staymg at the Carlyle, A

Sta,_tes this. s\umrner‘and wr:.trng for 'McCalls and National Geograp‘h_ic'."_ R




