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Thursday, M ay 13th

Was another b a ck -to -b a ck  with appointm ents day - -  t h e height

of the S p r in g .  I t began ea r ly , w ith 20 laps in the pool about 8 

o 'c lo c k ,  a nd then to the beauty parlor,  

s topping by  the D ip lom atic R eception  R oom  to g reet the 

D aughters of th e  C incinnati, who w ere taking a  White H ouse tour, 

shaking hands w ith a ll  of them  and rem in isc in g  a b it about the lo v e ly  

old house they own on M assach u setts Ave -- A nderson H ouse, w here  

. M ayor Tom  M iller  used  to sta y  and w here I went to the T om ;C larks' 

party  for P resid en t Trum an, h is birthday party in the Spring after

h is  great v ic to ry . And the. W histle Stop was the m otif of the table  

d ecoration s, and I sa t next to the great G eneral G eorge M arsh all.

W ell, today 's  a big day, for two r e a so n s . My luncheon for  

the Senate L ad ies — 106 of them  w ill be here at one o 'c lock , and 

the opening o f Lyndon's boyhood hom e in  Johnson C ity. When L iz  

b rin gs m e the clippings from  som e trip  I've taken or som e sp eech  

I've m ade, I le t  them  accum ulate on the desk  and seld om  read  them . 

How funny it  is  - -  h ere I am  on tiptoe - - I can't w ait for the s to r ie s  

about the opening of Lyndon's boyhood hom e. I am  eager , sca red , 

^  , hopeful. ■ ■

B e s s  and M r. K etchum  had collaborated  to d esig n  a v ery
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Thursday, M ay 13th (continued)

deligh tfu l lit t le  extra thing for the Senate L adies - -  the m em orab ilia  

w hich  we hope to sta rt showing in c a se s  in the E ast Wing for the to u rists

who a re  bac ked up, often s ix -w id e  on busy sum m er d ays. They w ill  be

read y  for them  to s e e  in ea r ly  Sum m er - -  perhaps July 4th. We gave 

the Senate L adies a preview  of i t  - -  spread it  out on the b lue v e lv e t  

ta b les  in  the B lue R oom , w h ere, a fter  I had rece iv ed  them  in  the 

G reen R oom  they could stop in and have a sh erry  and look  at it  

le is u r e ly .  There was an invitation  from  G eorge W ashington for  d inner, 

^  a m in iature w ater co lor  of D olly  M adison that she had given  as a

b read -an d -b u tter  p resen t to som e friends she had spent a fortn ight 

w ith , and an invitation  to P resid en t W ilson’s m arriage to Edith G alt. 

And th ere  w as a lso  P resid en t L in coln 's appointm ent book, the f ir s t  

reco rd  book that he kept in the White H ouse, found in  a New York  

antique shop and given  to the White H ouse by the Lyndon Johnsons 

back in A ugust o f ’63 !

It w as a good day for m e, b ecau se I can ca ll n early  ev ery  

one of the Senate Ladies by f ir s t  nam e . And they w ere there in  fu ll fo rce  - -  106, 

eight o f the Cabinet W ives, M uriel of cou rse , and such  o ld -t im e r s  

as M r s . Jay H am ilton L ew is , F ra n ces P arkinson K eyes of New 

H am pshire (and I alw ays wonder i f  she w ill w rite  som ething about 

it);  l ov e ly  B a ro n ess S ilv e r c roys ,  Sarah C lem en ts, B e s s '  M other,
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T hursday, M ay 13th (continued)

looking old and fa ilin g , and it m akes m e sad to se e  her so  - -  she is  so  

p atr ic ian  and sw eet; E sther F r ea r , one of the m o st capable Senate

w iv es  I've known;  a n d M rs. Tom Connally, with som ething of the

quality of the phoenix, looking just as young and gay as a sch o o l g ir l, 

a p retty  young o n e ...M r s . R oss B a s s , M arvella  Bayh, M rs. B re w ster  

o f M aryland, and m y sp e c ia l fr ien d s , B etty  T alm adge,  R osem ary  

S m athers - - w e  a lw ays hope to get that afternoon of bridge - - M ary  

E llen  M onroney, G race Dodd and Bethine Church - - I r e a lly  yearn  

for our days of studying Spanish again . Nuala P e ll ,  one of th ose  I 

do not know p a rticu la r ly  w e ll  and would m o st of a ll like to know 

b e tte r . L o v e ly  V irgin ia  R u sse ll , the f ir s t  tim e sh e 's  been  h ere  in  

h er new r o le .

T hey lin gered  over the P resid en tia l m em orab ilia  and approved  

the id ea . And then, w hile we a ll m o v e d  to the Dining Room  - -  at le a s t  

I did, I encouraged everybody to have a look at the other tab les b efore  

they  sa t down. Mine had a Thom as J efferso n  cen terp iece , a C hinese  

export, and the Theodore R o o sev elt p lace se ttin g s . Each tab le m ade 

u se  of a d ifferent A dm inistration , so m etim es combining two, a s  m ine  

did. The L incoln  tab le being am ongst the m o st handsom e, and the ' 

R utherford H ayes certa in ly  the m o st unique, w ith its  extraord inary
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T hursday, M ay 13th (continued)

flo ra  and fauna glaring up at you.

T here -were no sp e e c h e s . We had coffee in the p a rlo r , a p leasant  

but v e ry  w arm  tim e, I thought, and the guests w ere gone ten  m inutes  

b efo re  th ree , so  that I had about an hour and a half for d esk  w ork and 

r e s t  b efo re  I went down to m eet, of a ll  th ings, the W hirly G ir ls , a 

group of lad y  h elico p ter  p ilo ts  w ith M r s . P h il H art th eir  honorary  

P resid en t, who had asked  to bring them  to the White H ouse on a tour. 

T his they had done and I went down to m eet them  for a cup of tea  and 

a m om ent of con versation . One of them , Dora Daugherty, had been  

m y guest at a W omen D o e r s ’ luncheon. Another had m ade an em ergen cy  

landing at the ranch when she encountered w eather on a fligh t a c r o ss  

■ T exas!

La te  in  the afternoon I went over to Lyndon's o ffice  to  s e e  if  

I could find out without ask ing anything about the re su lts  of h is c a ll  

la te  the night b efore from  P uerto  R ico . I didn't, but I found that 

he w as about to go in to s e e  the N ational Review Board for the 

E a st-W est C enter, am ong them  Jack  Burns the Governor and M ary  

L a sk er . So I asked  M ary to c a ll  m e la te r , and when she did w e had 

a delightfu l hour and a half talking about how to put together packages  

for p ro sp ectiv e  g iv ers  to  the b eautification  program , and about
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Thursday, M ay 13th (continued)

Lynda's party, the dance for  the P r in c e ss  of Sweden, and what ch ildren  

of fr ien ds we m ight su g g est that she in v ite .

And then we went down P ennsylvania  A venue, getting out to 

w alk  at the M ellon  Fountain, looking at the FDR M em orial - -  M ary  

sa y s  it  needs som e planting - -  it  d o es . D rove on down to the C apitol, 

w e w alked up the long broad w alk and the great step s on the W est 

Front to  s e e  the te r r a c e  w here I hope som e day there m ight be 

tab les  for outdoor dining, even  if  just sandw iches and cold drinks 

brought down by carts  . It is  the m ost p restig o u s, m agnificent v ie w . 

But w e w ere  sad about the old build ing. The sandstone or w hatever  

it  is  i s  chipping off so  badly it looks d o w n -a t-h ee ls . There is  m ore  

planting being done —  a few tr e e s  around with stockings on, and 

the tu lips have ju st p a ssed  th eir  zen ith . They a re  going to put 

cannas in the great stone recep ta c le s  along the te r r a c e . A ll o f  

w hich adds up to a p lu s, but is  it  the b est that could be done.

When I got back I went u p sta irs  to w ork, and suddenly the 

phone rang and Lyndon asked m e to com e o v er . I sa t qu ietly  in  

h is  o ffice  w hile he phoned for about an hour and a half, reading  

NEWSWEEK, getting in  a word when I could . H is sm a ll o ffice  

look s v e r y  handsom e - -  green  v e lv et, trad itional furniture, elegant  

but co ld . I look  at the tick er  and the th ree wide TV se ts  in the
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Thursday, M ay 13th (continued)

b ig  o ffice , and I thought it looked lik e  w e ‘d gone into the White Goods 

b u sin ess  — the cold m eat counter i t s e lf .  Oh, w e ll, m aybe -we can get  

it  changed. \ . -

D ear H im  w as th ere , a c tin g  slow a nd dull and s le e p y  - -  not 

lik e  h is bouncy s e lf .  It w orried  m e . There is  s t i l l  a pang when I 

think o f B ea g le  and of dear litt le  H er.

We had dinner at 10:30, just the two of u s . Then I got back  

to  m y  e x e r c is e s ,  n eg lected  of la te , perhaps only three t im es  a w eek . 

Lyndon gave h is up in Septem ber of la s t  year and w e haven't b een  able  

to get h im  started  s in c e . I haven't the heart to r ea lly  keep a fter  h im . 

H is days a re  so  fu ll o f tro u b les .

Lynda is  going to New York tom orrow , staying at the C arly le , 

su itab ly  chaperoned by friends and having dates with D ave. She has 

b een  excited , and how glad I a m  about taking a trip  in the United  

States th is  summ er and w riting for M cC alls and National G eographic.


