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s Jseemed hours, I tiptoed qu:.etly out, headed for my room, only to have
: him say when 1 stepped on a creakmg board "Where are you gomg”" o
Then I couldn't persuade h1m to go back to sleep He turned on the 4_" -

. light and sure enough 1t was 10'30' What a bl ssful wonderful event' .

,handed'to me -- a hew -minted, fresh-mvented day,v ,because I had set =

1965 -

——

: Friday,,'May 14th

I aw oke to a darkened room, had no 1dea. what time it might be, }
turned restlessly, couldn‘t go back to sleep, but cherished the steady

breathing, the quietness of Lyndon} ,For a long, long time, after what

& -

We had breakfast, and then I took turns workmg w1th le, '

Ashton, and Bess, havmg the feeling that this is a day that had been e

it aside to go to Tex'as with Lyndon; we v'veren't going, "so there were' ‘

- thlng tha.t needed d01ng -- of Wthh there was plenty

no appomtments and this was. a ma.rvellous chance to ca.tch up on every- :

First there were calls about the opening of the J ohnson City -

" house lyesterday - from Liz Odm'n, from Mariallen, a call 'from J'essie :

'Hunter; 'I‘hey all sounded like it was a smashing suc._ce,s‘s. Homer's

'speech, 'Arthur Waltz's ,performance, the rising to the occasion of the

homefolks in fmding cement frames to put together an 1mpromptu s1dewalk .

when 1t had ramed buckets the mght before and the yard was squshy.
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F riday, May 14th {(continued) .

The reaction of the three or fo_u_r:hundred people, quite a few .ofthem tourists,

a.nd then afterwards the guest book recorded States as far apart'as Californial

and New Jersey Everythmg wa.s f:.ne, except because of the rain the mght '

- before and the muddy yard they couldn't serve - the local ladles couldn't --‘_[

' the lemonade and»-cook1es under'_’_the tr__e.es. 0

Can desk unnotlced to L1z s d1smay, thls txme was _]ust 11ke the mother of a

, 'show on Washmgton, a large part of it bea.ut1f1cat1on. What it v was all about

- ‘:'"The ‘st‘ories about ’lti,v‘v'e‘re‘goOd "’and I, .wh.o 1et them pile up on my sl

debutante -- couldn't wa1t to get my hands on the cl1pp1ngs, , ‘50 h0ped they

would be warm and colorful and hvely And they were,

~ Then 1 went down to the movie 'to see Davxd Brinkley's hour -long,

I never grab@ed At any rate 1t's the pro otype of what NOT to do. No

. ‘central theme, and I had the feehng that he was laughmg at my efforts - B

. ‘m1ne and Lyndon § -- wh11e at the same time saymg they needed to be done._ Rt

1 hope l understand this won't be the last time we'll be la.ughed at

N s»-.l--.‘__.,_‘The.n I worked Qn co:;espondence w1th Ashton, but I was dull and i-

- 1istle:'s"s:;and bright thoughts wouldn't come for the welcoming sPeech.fo'rwthe R

——

Conference on Natural Beauty EE

- Plled—up £at1gue must have been takmg its toll because I couldn't
get gomg, although I d1d get some busmess settled w1th L1z on Mrsb ‘Johnson 's g
album, w1th Mr Urbanogsky of Texas Tech on h1r1na one of lus park trarnees |




L

.,v_.,:crz.mmate g1fts of plants and trees to 1t, and ‘so .a.m I although some we
’:v;{j&-‘_:-’a_ccepted -- Mr. Stynka.n-a for‘ 1nstance, had some of lns pr1ze delph1n1um =
.'?:.".;Tpla.nts brought in thls very mornmg, and I want them and shall accept them._ v
. So I asked her if she would please, vthen she sa1d no to the so-and so .:

o nursery that wanted‘ to g1ve 20 trees that perhaps w(e d1dn‘t have any place

‘ffor, if they would please kmdly -~ oh, so much it would be apprec1ated\1£

| the head °f GSA' ‘ Ihat‘s~been two We‘?ks':and-=n° a.nswel',. Yet, .but,ma,nY‘ .
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" Friday, May 14th (continued)

:‘ ;for sumrher work at the ranch with‘Lyndonr and then with Buzz about Writing .
| i letters to the Cabmet and Agency Heads a.bout makmg the1r papers ava11a.b1e
S '_to t.he J’ ohnson L1brary in the future And then a long and 1nterest1ng talk

E ,‘f:_w1th Mrs._ Mellon about the Wh.1te House grounds. She is opposed to 1ndls- '

..—"

they would g.we them 1nstead to X School in the D1str1ct of Columbla, whlch ,‘ =

'needed them badly And I w111 do b3 'uy best, by letter or 1nv1tat1on to tea
. or whatever, to ma.ke sure that they know that their generos1ty is appre- S

, c1‘ated .

She responded by sa.ymg that she too would part1c1pate in some .

. way in th1s sort of a program I hadn‘t dared ask her, she does 50 much

for the Whlte House.

' .A long talk with Clark Cliffo'rd about the progress of the J’ ohnson " |

. L1brary He ha.s composed a letter for the Unlver51ty of Texas to send to
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Friday, May 14th (continued)

people must pass on it. It's a good next step.
About sundown Luci came in to my lovely little combination dressing-
room and office. Lovely it is now, pink and ivory -- and she was a pink and

ivory little girl, with a pink bow in her black hair and bubbling over with talk -m

must have been all of two hours.

It was nearly ten when Lyndon came over for dinner, bringing
with him Bob McNamara, McGeorge Bundy, and Secretary Vance. Dinner
itself was full of telephone calls and plans being made. They are concerned
with the Dominican Republic. I do not wish to know too much about them.

It all involves a departure tonight or early in the morning of McGeorge,
Secretary Vance, and possibly Tom Mann, to talk to Dominican leaders.

It's odd to hear people like Adlai Stevenson and many, many columnists

-4 -
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Friday, May l4th (continued)
say that the President, alas, is not as interested in, does not give as much
‘time to;v foreign affé,irs as he does_ to domestic ‘.affairs. .Foreign affairé "

- devour hlS days a.nd mghts It's Just tha.t the problems are harder to solve ‘

' \.than domestic affa.lrs.' True, he ta.kes less Joy in them, but whatever bad

I Went to bed a 11tt1e pa.st eleven, not even reactmg to the exc1te-

' "':ment m the air and soggy w1th the w1111ngness to sleep, and happy that Ly'ndon"

had at lea.st had h1s one la.te mormng

L 'f__tha,t happens in them, 1t's not :Eor 1ack of trymg, for workmg on the problem S
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