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F r id a y , M ay 14th

I awoke to a darkened room , had no idea what tim e it m ight be, 

turned r e s t le s s ly ,  couldn’t go back to s leep , but ch erish ed  the steady  

breath ing, the q u ietn ess o f Lyndon,  f o r  a long, long tim e, a fter what

- seem ed  h ou rs, I tip toed  quietly  out, headed for m y room , only to have 

h im  say  when I stepped on a creaking board, "W here a re  you g o in g ? "

Then I couldn't persuade him  to go back to s le e p . He turned on the
' . ."■V;;; '  CL,yr> •  ■. ;■

ligh t and, su re enough, it  w as 10:30  a.m.! What a b lis s fu l ,  w onderful event!

' ^   ̂ We had b reak fast, and then I took turns working w ith L iz ,

A shton, and B e s s ,  having the fee lin g  that th is is  a day that had been  

handed to m e - -  a new -m inted , fresh -in v en ted  day, b ecau se I had se t  

. it  a s id e  to go to T exas w ith Lyndon; w e w eren 't going, so  th ere  w ere  

no appointm ents and th is w as a m arvellou s chance to catch  up on e v e r y - 

thing that needed doing - -  of w hich there w as plenty.

F ir s t ,  th ere  w ere  ca lls  about the opening of the Johnson City  

house y esterd a y  - -  from  L iz  Odom, from  M ariallen , a c a ll from  J e s s ie  

H unter. They a ll  sounded lik e  it  w as a sm ash ing s u c c e s s .  H om er's  

sp eech , Arthur W altz's p erform an ce, the r is in g  to the o cca sio n  of the 

hom efolks in  finding cem en t fra m es to put together an im prom ptu sidew alk  

! ^  when it  had rained  buckets the night b efore and the yard w as squishy .
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The rea ctio n  of the th ree or four hundred p eop le, quite a few o f them  to u r is ts ,  

and then afterw ards the guest book record ed  S tates as  far apart a s  C aliforn ia  

and New J e r s e y . E veryth ing w as fin e, except b ecau se  of the ra in  the night 

b efo re  and the muddy yard they couldn't s e rv e  — the lo c a l la d ies  couldn't - -  

the lem onade and cook ies under the t r e e s .

The s to r ie s  about it  w ere  good, and I, who le t  them  p ile  up on m y  

d esk  unnoticed, to L iz 's  d ism ay , th is  tim e w as ju st lik e  the m other o f a 

debutante - -  couldn't w ait to get m y hands on the c lip p in gs, so  hoped they  

would be w arm  and co lorfu l and liv e ly . And they w ere .

Then I went down to the m ovie to s e e  David B rin k ley 's  h ou r-lon g  

show on W ashington, a la rg e  part of it  b eau tification . What it w as a ll  about 

I n ever  gras p ed. At any rate i t ’s the prototype of what NOT to d o . No 

cen tra l th em e, and I had the fee lin g  that he w as laughing a t m y effo rts  - -  

m ine and Lyndon's - -  w h ile at the sam e tim e saying they needed to be done.

I hope I understand th is w on't be the la s t  tim e w e 'll be laughed a t.

Then I w orked on correspondence with A shton, but I w as du ll and 

l i s t l e s s  and bright thoughts wouldn't com e for the w elcom ing sp eech  for the ' 

C onference on N atural B eauty.

P iled -u p  fatigue m u st have been  taking its  to ll, b eca u se  I  couldn't 

get going, although I did get som e b u sin ess  se ttled  with L iz  on M rs . Johnson's  

album , w ith  M r. Urbanov sky o f T exas T ech  on h iring  one of h is  park  tra in ees
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F rid ay , M ay 14th (continued)

for  Summer w ork at the ranch, w ith Lyndon and then with B u zz about w riting  

le t te r s  to the Cabinet and A gency H eads about m aking th eir  p apers availab le  

to  the Johnson L ib rary  in the fu tu re. And then a long and in terestin g  talk  

w ith M rs. M ellon about the White H ouse grounds. She is  opposed to in d is -  

crim in a te  g ifts of plants and tr e e s  to it, and so  am  I, although som e w e  

accep ted  - - M r .  Steichen's, for in stan ce , had som e of h is p r iz e  delphinium  

plants brought in th is v e r y  m orning, and I want them  and sh a ll a ccep t th em . 

So I asked  her if  she would p lea se , when she sa id  no to the so -a n d -so  

n u r se ry  that wanted to give 20 tr e e s  that perhaps we didn’t have any p lace  

fo r , i f  they  would p le a se  k indly - -  oh, so  m uch it  would be a p p recia te  -- if  

th ey  would give them  in stead  to X School in  the D is tr ic t  of C olum bia, w hich  

needed  them  badly. And I w ill do m y b est, by le tter  or invitation  to tea  

or w hatever, to  m ake su re  that they know that th eir  g en ero s ity  is  a p p re-  

c ia ted . .

S h e  r e s p o n d e d  b y  saying that she too would p artic ip ate  in  som e

w ay in th is  so r t o f a p rogram . I hadn't dared ask  h er, she does so m uch  

for the White H ouse.

A long ta lk  w ith C lark C lifford about the p ro g ress  o f the Johnson  

L ib ra ry . H e has com posed  a  le tte r  for the U n iv ers ity  o f T ex a s to sen d  to 

the head of GSA. That’s b een  two w eek s and no answ er yet, but m any  
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F r i d a y ,  M ay  14th ( c o n t in u e d )

p e o p le  m u s t  p a s s  on i t .  I t ' s  a  good n ex t s te p .

A bout sundow n  L u c i  c am e  in  to  m y  lo v e ly  l i t t l e  c o m b in a t io n  d r e s s i n g -  

r o o m  a n d  o f f ic e .  L o v e ly  i t  is  now, p in k  and  iv o r y  - -  an d  sh e  w a s  a  p in k  a n d  

i v o r y  l i t t l e  g i r l ,  w ith  a  p in k  bow in  h e r  b la c k  h a i r  an d  b u b b lin g  o v e r  w i th  t a l k  -■

m u s t  h av e  b e e n  a l l  o f  tw o h o u r s .

I t  w as  n e a r l y  t e n  w hen Lyndon  c a m e  o v e r  fo r  d in n e r ,  b r in g in g  

w i th  h im  Bob M c N a m a r a ,  M cG eo rg e  Bundy, and  S e c r e t a r y  V a n c e .  D in n e r  

i t s e l f  w as  fu l l  of te le p h o n e  c a l l s  and p la n s  b e in g  m a d e .  T h e y  a r e  c o n c e r n e d   

w i th  the  D o m in ic a n  R e p u b l ic .  I do not w ish  to know too  m u c h  a b o u t  th e m .  v

It  a l l  in v o lv e s  a  d e p a r t u r e  ton igh t o r  e a r l y  in  th e  m o rn in g  of M c G e o rg e ,

S e c r e t a r y  V an ce , and  p o s s ib ly  T om  M ann, to  t a lk  to  D o m in ic a n  l e a d e r s .

I t ' s  odd  to h e a r  p eo p le  l ik e  A d la i  S te v e n so n  and  m a n y ,  m a n y  c o lu m n is t s
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1965

F rid a y , M ay 14th (continued)

sa y  that the P r es id en t, a la s , is  not as in terested  in, does not g ive as much  

t im e  to , fo re ig n  a ffa irs  as he does to d o m estic  a ffa ir s . F o re ig n  a ffa irs  

devour h is days and n igh ts. It’s ju st that the problem s are  harder to so lv e  

than d o m estic  a ffa ir s . T rue, he takes le s s  joy in  them , but w hatever bad 

that happens in them , i t ’s not for la ck  o f try ing , for working on the p rob lem .

I w ent to bed a lit t le  p ast e leven , not even  reactin g  to the e x c ite -

m ent in the a ir  and soggy  with the w illin g n ess  to s le e p , and happy that Lyndon  

had at le a s t  had h is one la te  m orning.

y . .  
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