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W hen I cra w led  in to  bed  w ith  Lyndon fo r  c o ffe e , he p a s s e d  m e a  

s h e e t  fr o m  the S itu ation  R oom , w h ich  w as headed  4:25 A .M . I a sk ed  h im . 

i f  he w a s c a lle d  at that t im e . He sa id  y e s , and two or  th re e  t im e s  m o r e .

So  it h as b e e n  a v e r y  atten u ated  n igh t.

T he s itu a tio n  in  the D o m in ica n  R ep u b lic  s e e m s  lik e  a  s a c k  fu ll  

o f f ir e c r a c k e r s  th at so m eo n e  has dropped  a  m a tch  in . T he p a p ers  a re  

fu ll o f  ca rp in g s  and r e c r im in a t io n s  about M cG eorge B undy n o t show ing  

up fo r  th e te a c h - in  S atu rday  a ftern oon  and sp ecu la tio n s  a s to w h ere  he  

m ig h t b e .

I w atch ed  a  p a rt o f the p ro g ra m  on TV, and it  w as a lm o s t  !

enough to  shake your fa ith  in  the in te l le c tu a ls .  One w on d ers  i f  th e r e  

i s  a n e c e s s a r y  r e la t io n sh ip  b e tw een  in te lle c tu a l a tta in m en t and good  

ju d gm en t and e x p e r ie n c e . I w atch ed  A rthur S c h le s in g e r  a  w h ile  on  

S atu rd ay  and w a s qu ite fa v o ra b ly  im p r e s s e d  w ith  h im , a lthough I u n d er-  

stand  he took  so m e  sw ip es  a t us b e fo r e  I tuned in . B ut I m u st  w e ig h  V 

th at a g a in s t  th e contin u in g e ffo r ts  o f fr ien d  and fo e  to  sa y  "S ik' em ,  S i k' em " 

a t a l l  the Joh n son  ad h eren ts  and a l l  the B obby K ennedy a d h e r e n ts .

L yndon a sk ed  m e w h ere  I'd lik e  to  go to  church  and I sa id  

th e  c lo s e s t  E p isc o p a l ch u rch  that had an e le v e n  o 'c lo c k  s e r v ic e .  So  

w e wound up at l i t t le  S t . A n n e's in  S m ithb urg , w h ich  w as ju s t  a s  s m a ll  '
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a s  S t . B a rn a b a s . The m in is te r , young, v e r y  n ic e , and I th ink a  b it  

f lu s te r e d , stood  w ith  us a t th e  door as th e  f la sh lig h ts  popped. I t 's  gettin g  

to  b e  a  fam iliar , se tt in g  in  how m an y  l i t t le  ch u rch es a c r o s s  the co u n try ! 

And th en  w e w e r e  back  at Cam p D avid  p r e se n t ly , and June and  

D avid  B r in k le y  and I had a cou p le  m o r e  qu ick  g a m es o f b o w lin g . T hen  

: L yndon and I, w ith  H im [?] on  a  le a s h , flew  to  S en ator  B y rd 's  h om e in  

B e r r y v i l le .  I t 's  one o f the in stitu tio n s  o f Sp rin g  for  th e se  la s t  16 y e a r s ,  

m u ch  lo o k ed  forw ard  to . That lu sh  and lo v e ly  se ttin g  in  an  app le  o rch a rd , 

w h ite -co lu m n e d  h o u se , th e B lu e  R idge in  the d is ta n ce , p ink dogw ood .

T he chopp er s e t  down in  the m ead ow , and th ere  w as S en ator B y rd  in  

a  w h ite  "ic e - c r e a m  s u it", w ith  h is  th re e  so n s  and th e ir  w iv e s  - -  th e  w h ole  

fa m ily  on hand to  m e e t  u s .

It is  a  w ay  o f l i f e  that m a y  be departin g  th is  s o c ie ty , but a  

v e r y  p le a sa n t o n e . I lo v e  S en ator B y rd  for  m any r e a s o n s . The s ig n  

b e s id e  th e en tra n ce  to  h is  b ea u tifu l, tr e e -s h a d e d , dogw ood-banked  

e s ta te  th at s a y s ,  "V is ito r 's  W e lc o m e ."  The s im p le  ou tsp ok en  w ay

h e a t te s ts  th at h e 's  an u n reco n stru c ted  C o n ser v a tiv e . H is g ifts  to  the
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P a r k  S e r v ic e  on h is  own b irth d ay  e v e r y  y e a r  o f a R e s t  L odge a lon g  the  

A p p alach ian  T r a il .  A  c o lo r fu l, ir r e p la c e a b le  fig u re  in  A m e r ica n  p o l i t i c s . '

S en ator  H a rry  B y rd , J r . w anted  to know a l l  about L u c i, th e ir  

A p p le B lo s s o m  Q ueen o f la s t  y e a r . And at le a s t  a d o zen  o f the g u e s ts ,  

n e ig h b o rs  fr o m  surrou n d in g  V ir g in ia , to ld  m e w hat a w on d erfu l Q u een  • 

sh e 'd  m ad e and a sk e d  m e about h e r .

H i m  p ro m p tly  got in to  a  figh t w ith  S en ator  B y r d 's  c o c k e r  

s p a n ie l . On th e  w h ite -p illa r e d  fro n t p o rch  I had a drink , took  m o v ie s ,  

ta lk ed  w ith  th e K u c h e ls ,  the S en ator M cC arth ys, the E dw ard L o n g s o f  

M iss o u r i, th e C liffo rd  C a se y s . And a rem a rk a b le  o ld  g en tlem a n , qu ite  . j

b lin d , who ow ned A sh law n , the hom e of P r e s id e n t  M on roe, and to ld  m e  

a ll  about how he had bought it  one hundred y e a r s  to  the day a fte r  M onroe  

h im s e lf  so ld  i t  in  1830 . It s e e m e d  th at M onroe is  the f i r s t  o f th e g r e a t  

P r e s id e n ts  who d ied  on J u ly  4th , John A dam s and T hom as J e f fe r s o n  th e  

o th er  tw o . H e p lan s to  le a v e  i t  to th e p u b lic  in  so m e  w ay, p rob a b ly  w ith  

th e S tate o f V ir g in ia , b e c a u se  he to ld  m e that "You know, 90% o f th e  

h is to r y  o f th is  cou n try  took  p la ce  in  V ir g in ia , " and th en  w en t on to  

d ocu m en t th e s ta te m e n t.

I s a t  a t S en ator  B y r d 's  r ig h t, h is  th re e  son s and th e ir  w iv e s  

and Lyndon and so m e  o f th e ir  c lo s e s t  V irg in ia  fr ie n d s , and th e K u c h e l s  

w e r e  w ith  u s .
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T he d in n er w as the sa m e  a s  i t  a lw ays w a s . If i t  w a s  an y  d iffe re n t  

I w ould b e  h u rt. V irg in ia  ham., the w ond erfu l cra b m ea t c a s s e r o le ,  fr ie d  

c h ick en , hot b is c u its  and g ra v y , s tr a w b er r y  sh o r t cake on th at han d som e  

fa m ily  ch in a .

S en a to r  B y rd  in trod u ced  - -  and how app rop ria te  th a t he should  —  

th e  m a id  w ho a lw a y s took  c a r e  o f  us y ea r  a fter  y e a r .  We m e t s e v e r a l  o f  

the h e lp  and I w a s d e lig h ted  to  g iv e  th em  au tograp h s.

T he y o u n g est B yrd  so n , B e v e r ly , i s  m a r r ie d  fo r  th e seco n d  t im e ,  

to  a  B r it is h  g ir l .  In ta lk in g  about m y  tr ip  into V ir g in ia , sh e  sa id  sh e  

d id n 't s e e  w hy A m e r ic a n s  w anted to  go tr a v e llin g  abroad  w hen th ey  had .

ev ery th in g  b ig g e r  and b e tter  in  the U nited  S t a t e s . .

W e le f t  about th r e e -th ir ty , d r iv en  b a ck  to the m eadow  by a lm o s t  

th e w h o le  fa m ily  o f B y r d s . And the thought i s  a lw ays in  m y  m in d  that th is  

i s  a  c er e m o n y , a r itu a l, and I w il l  be sad  w hen th e Spring c o m e s  th at th e r e  

i s  no lo n g e r  th e  r e a so n  to  go to  th e B y rd s  fo r  Sunday d in n er .

W e w e r e  b ack  at th e W hite H ou se by fo u r . Lyndon had a  s e r io u s  

m e e tin g  - -  m o r e  than fou r h ou rs he w as in  h is  o f f ic e , see k in g  a so lu tio n  

to  the p r o b le m s  o f the D om in ican  R ep u b lic  and our r e la t io n s  to  i t .

I w en t to  the p o o l and had 2 0  l ap s ,’ and then  a fter  10 d in n er w ith  

ju s t  th e  tw o o f u s , and to  b ed .


