. '”».hls w1fe. It was memorable mostly for the extraordmary sW eetness of
_ Mrs Pak and the tense, late hours that Lyndon and his staff kept on the

”"Dom1n1can s;tuatmn. S
o -"prOJects '-- Luc:. s Solarlum and my s1tt1ng room and the West Hall a.nd
o :more 1mportant Lyndon's httle oﬁlce and the Flsh Room, and an exploratory

' excursmn mto the Cablnet Room

' In my best Sprmg outf1t, the yellow and whlte dress and Jacket, I was in

o Lyndon s oiﬁce at 1l 30 I could understand why the General and the Hands |

the Whlte House, who would fmd ita thrlll too. , ;

1965 o

-‘Mon.day, May 17th

’ ' PMK - '
Was the day of the State D1nner for Pres1dent &of Korea and

‘,;ii‘. Mrs Smlth had come " down frorn New York‘to wrao up .our various o

! .

e .The first ,order of the day was the re'ception' on the Southk Ground_s o

' "w ould get ulcers trymg to make these a£fa1rs chck on t1me

v How can one ever get used to such pomp and display? .Th'e. South

‘Lawn was beautlful w1th Sprmg Mrs Pdk‘s smile was radiant.- The flrst
i blast of the Zl-gun salute almost made my heart Jum.p out of my throat as '
. always, but I am gett1ng a 11tt1e used to them One of the n1cest th1ngs was |

. to think how thr1ll1ng it was to the Ph1l1p Baldwms, who were somewhere . C‘@_

'7
back in the crowd watch1ng, and probably Susanne Walker K1ng, "On— Y !,uvé-’\nc\"\f

: granddaughter who had come with Barbara Howar to watch and go through

i TI ;‘;',N
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Monday, 'May 17th (continued)
©Inall these rneetings”Lyndon always towers above the "vis.i_tivng |
| ,Chief of. Sta.te orliMonarch, and I confess that pleases rne. _"1n their =

- speeches, Lyndon renewed .Amenca s guarantees to stand by Korea |

80 long as danger remamed spoke gratefully of the 2 000 or so South

; ii-",.._“*;rKoreans who are fl.ghtmg w1th us m South VletNam. Pre51dent Pak'

o achlevements, 1t appears, are to have begun makmg a normal relatmn-
:sh1p w1th J apan and lendmg the1r a1d to us 1n South VletNam. Ai'ter all cLT

they have one of the blggest mlhtary estabhshments in A51a,.

Bt = f"“‘On our way 1nt0 the D1plomat1c Room to shake hands V;lth the R
.‘off1c1als,' the way was 11ned w1th the beaut1fu1 young wwes of our staff ;
';Z:.a new fr111 added by Lloyd Hand Lyndon escorted Pres:.dent Pa'k and I -
O ;‘,_Mrs Parfc in a glass-topped 11mous1ne, and we paraded down the cere-}_’_ .
-: . momal street Pennsylvama Avenue, ﬂag-decked | and back to B1a1r -
._.",':.Hou’se, and on the way we talked about Mrs Pa{( s dellghtful gift- of

L 25 magnoha trees to the Elhpse and to other parks in- Washmgton. They

T

o ‘are Korean magnohas - thls 1s a grac1ous gesture on  her part because B |
- of our beaut1f1cat1on program Her v1vac1ty and enthu51asm speak in any B
' language, and her lack of Enghsh (though she has some) d1d not prevent

.‘her from.rnaklng contact. ‘How wise she was to wear the native dress.‘ o




’€:7¥.\an‘,3;;'tl~f" ‘

: sJ.lent grat1tude to Robm Duke or Mrs. Kennedy, whoever was resPOnslble ‘,
. ior estabhshmg tha.t love y, perfectly acceptable Guest House to take the -

L place of the Queen s Room and the meoln Bedroom rlght down the hall

1 don‘t know I can‘t talk about unw1ttmgly a.nd in front of the wrong peoplel ~

1965

.Monday, Mayl?th (continued-)f |

' The paper described it as diaphanous lake blue. It was long, flowing, em-

' broidered.' Your eyes were drawn- to it in any crowd. It was suited to the "

dehcacy and grace of her person. v

We sa1d goodbye on the steps of Blazr House, and I breathed my

from me.

i . 'Ba.'Ck"to:the White House I went, for more desk chores and -

' 'decorating chores with Mrs. Smith.

| | | And then I got a call frorn Lyndon --a request to come s.wlm
w'ith h1m I ha.ve been trymg to get h1m back to the pool ba.ck mto ": : |
e‘xerczr.s‘es‘, ever since last September. Thls was v1ctory._ |
. . When I arrivedth_ere I f.ound,‘;'how ever; he had J ack Valent1 a

and B.i’llan'd 'Abe, and they'.w ere talking business 'while they swarn. But

just as well. We took Abe upsta1rs w1th us for 1unch He leaned over :

when Lyndon was on the phone and said to me, holding his thumb and | " ‘
finger close together, ""We are this close to a settlement. " He meant .-
'the Dom1n1ca.n Repubhc. :

- 1 do not know, try not to know much that's g01ng on.. What"' R




X other hand w1th dozens, hundreds of volunteer help, of moves from
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Monday, MaLl'?th-(continued) -

- | O midsad? S |
The names of Mr G. and m-&. are. the names that go back

and forward Sometlmes I wonder if such people ex1st. :

s T ohn Sec_ondarl dro_ve‘, me to the be_auty parlor to talk about‘

. our ABC program,‘ifin which so'on I must become immersed. D

and check:.ng, re1y1ng very much on J ohn Walker, w1th Clark Chfford

' V'ZA‘.'speakmg for the H1stor1cal Soc1ety, 1 have asked Peter Hurd to do the o

Pre51dent' s portraxt.

¥ :.:"‘? And then a very unpleasant 1nc1dent came up m the a.fternoon.

- 'Poor dear le, harrassed and angry, had to tell me about 1t It appears

" that a letter tha.t Mrs Kennedy had wrltten me in October of '60 ask:.ng

" me to come to a party to hsten to the TV debate betw een the then candldate

-Kennedy ‘and cand1date N1xon had"somehow left my f11es, my'posses sion,

andlw‘haj,:s ;gbing" to be :“auctionve'd off by a New ”Y‘o.rk firmbf coll'ectors.'v( Hoxﬁ

: _A did 11: get there" Who in my employ steals ‘P The company would only

| say that 1t had come frorn someone who sa1d I gave 1t to them as a

campa1gn souvemr. L:.z asked me. Of course I never did. On the

- two houses, it'is qu1te poss1ble 1t m1ght have been lost, or stolen. At e

any rate, 1t was. embarrassmg and ugly and took up too many mmutes

The Peter Hurds were to be house guests. After much :w-search 7

D e iy




e
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~Monday, Ma.y 17th (contmued)

©of our time, even hours. _S‘omehow iI think Liz felt worse about it than I

-+ - Iwore my Iovely new dress to the vdinner -- white with little :

'ﬂow ers all over the sleeves, 1nev1tab1e connecuon W1th the beaut1f1cat1on

program. The Humphreys, the Rusks, Ambassador and Mrs Brown, -

Jomed us in the Yellow Room. o

mto h1s dmner clothes, but was nevertheless downstalrs on the North '_' o
Portxco in time to greet the Pre51dent and Mrs Pa’\k

"And then we spent a very pleasa.nt half hour, po1nt1ng out the :

: Monurnent, exchangmg the glfts --a maJor one from them,. a magm.ﬁcent
ten:l:'old screen, hand-—pamted W1th Korean landscape scenes; ‘very muted M
.soft and the one I always get the most lek out of pomt1ng out to the ‘.

: Yis1t1ng: Chiefs is a plcture ‘o'_f‘,'thelr_ count_ry t_al;en ;Erom ou.r _sa.telhtehvxgh :

up in the air. ..

' How dehghtful that our Ambassador to Korea and his w1fe, Peggy

'Brown, should turn out to be the sister of old fr1ends of mme in Umver51ty

days. Kltty Bell, Mrs. Franc1s Ke:oésy Bell in whose home 1 had v151ted . |

when I was 18, and 1 had met her when I was in Tha.11a.nd - she was a

','refugee'then from Laos -~ too dangerons £or‘ 'herfto follow fher husb_and o

there to his diplomatic post“; S

: Lyndon, 'hurried, mind hundreds of miles. southwa.rds , “rushed" i




’ ::‘-'Dodd espec1ally knew a lot a.bout Korea, had been there, were very

;'lonely, and 1 £ound them able l1eutenants ~-- .T ane Freeman and Grace B
v»mterested

| J’ ackson and her husband Scoop, the Cottons, Senator Burdmk alone, |

: get the opportumty to whlsper to Noel that I needed her help on our:

- "plans for the Cap1t01 Grounds, A

. ina rugged sort ,o_i _way, _Ac.:am_e withOut his gentle little wife, who ‘is' in".f ,

.
Red Raebo,rny_k C/ LA

tell me, cons1dered the £ather of the Korean Army. From Texa.s, Dr.g':v o

' and Mrs Trurnan Blocker, Mrs. mandor, w:dow of the artlst, BE ‘

1965 .7

| . Monday, May 17th (contmued)

= Downstairs in the line", We greeted the 139 or.’s'o. guests; ,'.This

a , tune I had asked spec1al frlends of mine to make a pomt of trymg to talk e

" to the sta.ff of the v151tmg Chlef of State, who often seem 8o left out and

U From the Senate there were the Hollands, pretty l1ttle Mrs.__ i

Vlcky a.nd Roman Hruska Vlcky turned out to be one- of the gayest

" a.ncl most helpful guests. And Nm‘l and J’ oe Clark -- I was ha.ppy to

Governor Jack Burns oi Hawan, meolnesque and handsome

- - a wheelchair, and the —new Governor of South Carolina and Mrs. Mel‘\lair.fv.': et

' QQluiteﬁa ooterie from the House, the Graham' Purcells off'Texas o

AR

among them, and the ‘most harrassed man in Washmgton -- poor dear Q&M‘_ e

General J' ames van F leet a spec1al fr1end of Korea, they

owner of a portra1t of Eleanor Roosevelt that I WlSh the Whlte House T
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_' »yM:onday, 'Mg'l;{t}l (COntinued)

"fhad An amazmg halo of br1ght red ha1r.

The Charley G1bsons of Amar1llo, and nobody there had more |

“fun, and our old frlends, Irv and Marlan Goldberg, always w1th us in ,

'trouble. - How good to have them w1th us for a gala time.l ]

/

L ",,_thoughtful thmg that Bess and L1z both do, , even when I forget. _

' .thmg anybody said to me all evemng was what he sa1d "Meetmg your o
: ,.'daughter was an electric event Al Lynda B1rd had asked to be seated g

’ by h1m, had been all aglow afterward with how wonderful he was .

And the B111 Hobbys, young, attractwe and I expect amb1t1ous.

N1cest of a11 was to see M11dred Stegall 'I‘hat's the sort of -

T And pla.ywrlght Arch1ba1d MacLelsh And 1 thmk the mcest.‘ .

Dr. and Mrs Robert Scala.pmo. ‘Ina teach-m he had taken 2

; vthe part of the Admmlstratmn/, McGeorge Bundy 1e£t so suddenly on
‘ 'h1s cloak-and-—dagger m1ss1on. The J ohn Secondans, Lyndon s:

beautﬁul young friend from New York .]' eanne Vanderb:.lt and

of course, our house guests the Peter Hurds. _'

‘His mother was Janet Baines, kin to Lyndon's mother. He is now
'President of Gulf Oil. Since I have been working on her book' I have ;
C become more respectful toward genealogy and more mterested in 1t

. 1 had hoped to talk about 1t w1th him.

4,-*?-;'

Guests that I hope'to see more of were the Ernest érocketts.' ,



who played an mstrument W1th a de11c1ous name, v1ola d'amor, and a very :
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Monday, | May 17th'-'(continued)

I had the Pres1dent on one s1de, and Enghsh speak1ng Ky Yung

- ‘Chong, the Deputy Mnuster of Econom1c Planmng, on the other s1de, wzth

A I have read all the bnefmgs and tned to 1earn the thmgs of mutual 1nterest

: 4;‘ ﬁmyself Dut1fu11y he spoke a sentence or two, and then 1eaned over 1n ; .‘

__?’..urgent ,Jtense conversatlon, f1rst on one 51de w1th the V1ce Pres1den1:, B
-‘/_"then on the other w1th the Secretary of State.

---Our entertamment was a fr1end o.f Ahe's,'- Mr. Walter .Ten'iplar, - L

o K love -mducmg sound 1t had I had asked our guests earher what tune 1t

B ':',', that 1t »héas ‘some‘thihg like ti;'v'o'f“o'clock or four o'cIoCk in the morning, so.- L

ok I was reheved when they made an early goodbye, but not unt11 after Lyndon

.:'»,‘was,bf_or them, accordmg_to thve tn_:ne in their country, and- got‘the answer_

~ ';—‘ B

;:"Lookmg across at Lyndon, w1th 1ove1y 11tt1e Mrs Pak on one e

'd the w1fe of the"r‘ .A.mbassador on the other, I sm11ed ruefully to

ER whom I had no d1££1culty at a11 in talkmg But I adrmt it is work even When S

g

had gra'bbed Mrs. Pa%c for a wh1r1 on the dance ﬂoor to the tune of Hello, : ’

o ‘was equal to the occas1on, although I daresay she'd never danced before. -

| especlally gay a.nd hvely occasmn for those who had come after dmner

"'Dollyv She sa good Sport, as well as a charm1ng femlmne person, and | L

: Lyndon lef.t very' early after that, although I knew 1t would not

o f-j._be the end of hls da.y. But I turned on the steam to try to ma.ke 1t .a.n o

el
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Monday, May 17th (continued)
such as the Ph1111p Baldwms, who were obvlously havmg a great t1me."

Had a sweet moment w1th the Goldbergs, the G1bsons, the Hobbys,.

o strolled from group to group, and was upstan:s close to one.

It was next day that I found that Ly-ndon sPent pract:.cally all n1ght £

B ’ havmg gone back to the West ng to the s1tuat1on room. He stayed untﬂ.




