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M onday, M ay 17th

W as the day of the State D inner for P resid en t Park of K orea and 

h is w ife . It was m em orab le m o stly  for the extraordinary sw ee tn ess  of 

M rs. Park and the ten se , la te  hours that Lyndon and h is  sta ff kept on the

D om in ican  situation .

■ M rs . Sm ith had com e down from  New Y ork to wrap up our various  

p ro jec ts  - -  L u ci's  S olarium  and m y  sittin g  room  and the W est H all, and, 

m o re  im portant, Lyndon’s lit t le  o ffice  and the F ish  R oom , and an exp loratory  

ex cu rsio n  into the Cabinet R oom .

The f ir s t  ord er of the day w as the recep tion  on the South G rounds.

In m y b e s t  Spring outfit, the yellow  and w hite d r e ss  and jack et, I w as in  

Lyndon's o ffice  at 11:30. I could understand why the G eneral and the Hands 

w ould g e t  ulc e r s  try ing  to m ake th ese  a ffa irs  c lick  on tim e .

How can one ever  get used  to such pomp and d isp lay?  The South
■: ' / . ■ ■ ,:'v

Lawn w as beautifu l w ith Spring. M rs. Park 's sm ile  w as radiant. The f ir s t

b la s t  o f  the 2 1 -gun sa lu te  a lm o st m ade m y heart jump out of m y throat, as

a lw ays, but I am  getting a lit t le  u sed  to them . One of the n ic e s t  things w as

to think how th rillin g  it  w as to the P h ilip  B aldw ins, who w ere  som ew h ere jp

back  in  the crow d w atching, and probably Susanne W alker King, Dorsy Davie[?]'s 

granddaughter who had com e w ith  B arbara Howar to watch and go through

the W hite H ouse, who would find it  a th r ill  to o . . ,
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M onday, M ay 17th (continued)

In a ll  th e se  m eetin gs Lyndon alw ays tow ers above the v is it in g  

C hief o f State or M onarch, and I co n fess  that p lea se s  m e . In th eir  

sp e e c h e s , Lyndon renew ed A m erica 's  guarantees to stand by K orea  

so  long as danger rem ained , spoke gra tefu lly  of the 2 ,0 0 0  or so  South  

K oreans who a re  fighting w ith us in  South V ietN am . P r esid en t P ark's 

a ch iev em en ts , it  ap p ears, .are to have begun m aking a norm al re la tio n -

sh ip  w ith Japan and lending th eir  aid to us in  South VietNam ; A fter a ll ,  

th ey  have one of the b ig g est m ilita ry  estab lish m en ts in  A sia .

On our w ay into the D ip lom atic R oom  to shake hands with the  

o ff ic ia ls , the way w as lin ed  w ith ; the beautiful young w ives o f our sta ff, 

a new fr i l l  added by L loyd Hand. Lyndon esco rted  P resid en t P ark and I 

M rs. Park, in  a  g la ss-to p p ed  lim o u sin e , and w e paraded down the c e r e -  

m on ia l s tr e e t , P ennsylvan ia  A venue, flag -d eck ed , and back to B la ir  

H ouse, and on the w ay w e talked about M rs. P ark's delightful g ift of 

25 m agnolia  tr e e s  to the E llip se  and to other parks in  W ashington. They  

a re  K orean m agnolias - -  th is is  a gracious gestu re on her part b ecau se  

of our b eau tification  p rogram . H er v iv a c ity  and enthusiasm  speak  in  any 

language, and her lack  of E nglish  (though she has som e) did not prevent 

her from  m aking con tact. How w ise  she w as to w ear the native d r e s s .
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M onday, May 17th (continued)

The paper d escr ib ed  it  as diaphanous lake b lu e . It w as long, flow ing, e m -  

b ro id ered . Your ey es  w ere  drawn to it  in  any crow d. It w as su ited  to the  

d e lica cy  and g ra ce  of her p erson .

We sa id  goodbye on the step s of B la ir  H ouse, and I breathed  m y  

s ile n t gratitude to Robin Duke or M r s . Kennedy, w hoever w as resp o n sib le  

fo r  esta b lish in g  that lo v e l y, p er fec tly  acceptab le G uest H ouse to take the 

p la c e  o f the Q ueen’s R oom  and the L incoln  B edroom  right down the hall j

from  m e .

 B ack  to the W hite H ouse I w ent, for m ore d esk  ch ores and j

decoratin g  ch ores with M rs. Sm ith .

And then I got a c a ll  from  Lyndon - -  a req u est to com e sw im  

w ith  h im . I have b een  trying to get h im  back to the pool, back  into : 

e x e r c is e s ,  ever  s in ce  la s t  Septem ber! This w as v ic to ry .

. When I a rr ived  th ere  I found, how ever, he had Jack  V alenti 

and B ill  and Abe, and they w ere talk ing b u sin ess  w hile they sw am . But 

ju st as w e ll .  We took Abe u p sta irs with us for lunch. He leaned  over  

when Lyndon w as on the phone and sa id  to m e, holding his thumb and 

fin ger  c lo se  togeth er, "We a re  th is c lo se  to a se ttlem en t."  He m eant 

f ^ the D om inican  R epublic.

I  d o  n o t  know, try  not to  know, m uch that's going on. W hat

I don't know I can 't ta lk  about unw ittingly and in  front of the w rong p eop le .
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M onday, M ay 17th (continued)
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The nam es of M r. G. and Davidson[?] a re  the nam es that go back

and forw ard . S om etim es I wonder i f  such people e x is t .

John Secon d ari drove with m e to the beauty p arlor to ta lk  about

our ABC p rogram , in  w hich soon  I m u st becom e im m ersed .

The P e te r  Hurds w ere  to be house g u ests . A fter m uch r e sea rch

and check ing, re ly in g  v e r y  m uch on John W alker, w ith C lark C lifford

speaking for the H isto r ica l S o c ie ty , I have asked  P e te r  Hurd to do the

P r e s id e n t’s p o rtra it.

' And then a v e r y  unpleasant incident cam e up in  the afternoon. 

P o o r  dear L iz , h a rra ssed  and angry, had to t e l l  m e about it .  It appears 

that a  le tte r  that M rs. Kennedy had w ritten  m e in  O ctober of '60 , ask ing' 

m e to com e to a party  to lis te n  to the TV debate betw een the then candidate  

K ennedy and candidate N ixon had som ehow le ft m y  f i le s ,  m y  p o sse s s io n ,

. and w as going to be auctioned off by a  New Y ork firm  of c o lle c to r s . How 

did i t  g e t th ere?  Who in  m y em ploy s te a ls ?  The com pany w ould only  

sa y  that it  had com e from  som eone who sa id  I "gave" it  to them  as a 

cam paign  sou ven ir . L iz  asked m e . Of cou rse I never did . On the 

other hand, w ith  d ozen s, hundreds of volunteer help , of m o v es from  

two h o u ses , it  is  quite p o ss ib le  it  m ight have been  lo s t , or s to len . At 

any r a te , it  w as em b a rra ssin g  and u gly  and took up too m any m inutes •

Safe- TMiMiaBBBiinS ma m i
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M onday, May 17th (continued)

of our t im e , even  h o u rs. Somehow I think L iz  fe lt  w o rse  about it  than I

■ did .

I w ore m y lo v e ly  new d r e ss  to the dinner - -  w hite w ith  lit t le  

flo w ers  a l l  over the s le e v e s ,  in ev itab le connection w ith the b eau tifica tion  

, p rogram . The H um phreys, the R u sks, A m bassador and M r s . Brow n, 

jo ined  us in  the Y ellow  R oom .

Lyndon, hurried , m ind hundreds of m ile s  southw ards, rushed

into h is dinner c lo th es , but w as n ev er th e le ss  dow nstairs on the N orth  1

■ ■ ' '■ ■ ■ y  ■ .1
P o r tico  in  tim e to g ree t the P r es id en t and M rs. Park.

And then w e spent a  v er y  p leasan t half hour, pointing out the J

M onum ent, exchanging the g ifts - -  a m ajor one from  them , a  m agn ificen t  

tenfold  s c r e e n , hand-painted w ith  K orean landscape s c e n e s , v e r y  muted and 

so ft, and the one I alw ays get the m o st k ick  out of pointing out to the  

v is it in g  C hiefs is  a p ictu re of th e ir  country taken from  our s a te llite  high  

up  in  the a ir .

How delightful that our A m bassador to K orea and h is  w ife , P eg g y

B ro w n ,. should turn out to be the s is t e r  of old friends of m ine in  Univ e r s ity

d ays. K itty B e ll , M rs. F ra n c is  Kel l y  B e ll ,  in w hose hom e I had v is ite d  

when I  w as 18, and I had m et h er  when I was in Thailand - -  she w as a 

refu g ee  then from  L aos - -  too dangerous for her to follow h er  husband  

th ere  to h is  d ip lom atic p o st.
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M onday, M ay 17th (continued)

Down sta ir s  in  the lin e , we greeted  the 139 or so  g u e s ts . This 

t im e  I  had asked  sp e c ia l friends of m ine to m ake a point of try ing to talk  

to  the sta ff of the v is it in g  C hief of S tate , who often see m  so  le ft  out and 

lo n e ly , and I found them  able lieu tenants - -  Jane F reem an  and G race  

Dodd e sp e c ia lly  knew a lo t about K orea, had been  th ere , w ere  v er y

■ in te r e ste d .^ ; ■

F ro m  the Senate th ere  w ere the H ollands, pretty  l it t le  M rs. 

Jack son  and h er husband Scoop, the C ottons, Senator B urdick  a lon e , 

V ick y and Rom an H ruska. V icky turned out to be one of the gayest  

and m o st help fu l g u e s ts . And Noel and J o e  C lark - -  I w as happy to ; 

get the opportunity to w h isp er to N oel that I needed her help  on our 

p lan s for the C apitol G rounds.

'G overnor Jack  Burns of Hawa ii, L incolnesque and handsom e  

in  a rugged so r t  of w ay, cam e without h is gentle lit t le  w ife , who is  in  

a w h eelch a ir , and the new G overnor of South C arolina and M rs. M cN air.

Q uite a co te r ie  from  the H ouse, the Graham P u r c e lls  of T exas  

am ong them , and the m o st h a rra ssed  m an in  W ashington - -  poor dear  

"Red" R a b o r n  of the CIA.

G en eral Jam es van F le e t , a sp e c ia l friend  o f K orea, th ey  

t e l l  m e , con sid ered  the father o f toe K orean A rm y. F rom  T ex a s , D r. 

and M r s . Trum an B lock er , M r s . Douglas Chandor, widow of the a r t is t ,  

ow ner of a  p ortra it o f Eleanor R o o sev e lt  that I w ish  the W hite H ouse
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M onday, M ay 17th (continued)

had. An am azing halo of bright red  h a ir .

The C harley G ibsons of A m arillo , and nobody th ere had m ore  

fun, and our old fr ien d s , Irv and M arian G oldberg, alw ays w ith  us in  . 

tro u b le . How good to have them  w ith us for a gala  t im e ! -

And the B il l  H obbys, young, a ttractive  and, I exp ect, am b itio u s.

N ic e s t  o f a ll  w as to s e e  M ildred S teg a ll. That’s the so r t  of 

thoughtful thing that B e s s  and L iz  both do, even  when I forget.'

; An d  p layw righ t A rch ib a ld  M acL eish .  And I think the n icest,

thing anybody sa id  to m e a ll  evening w as what he said; "M eeting your  

daughter w as an e le c tr ic  ev en t."  Lynda B ird  had asked  to be sea ted  

by h im , had b een  a ll  aglow af terw ard  w ith  how w onderful he w a s .

D r. and M rs. R obert Scalap ino. In a tea ch -in  he had taken
■' —' -'V: . ■

the p art of the A d m in istration, when M cG eorge Bundy le ft  so  suddenly on

h is  c loak -an d -d agger m is s io n . The John S econ d aris, Lyndon's

b eautifu l young frien d  fro m  New York, Jeanne V anderbilt, and,

of co u r se , our house gu ests  the P e te r  H urds.

G uests that I  hope to s e e  m o re  of w ere  the E rn est B ro ck etts .

H is m other w as Janet B a in es , kin to Lyndon's m oth er. He is  now .

P r e s id e n t of Gulf O il. S ince I have been  w orking on her book, I have

b ecom e m ore resp ectfu l tow ard genealogy and m ore in terested  in  it .

I had hoped to  ta lk  about i t  w ith  h im .
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, I had the P r esid en t on one s id e , and E n g lish -sp eak ing Ky Yung 

: Chong, the Deputy M in ister  of E conom ic P lanning, on the other s id e , w ith  

■whom I had no d ifficu lty  at a ll  in  ta lk ing. But I adm it it  i s  w ork, even  when  

I  have read  a ll  the b r ie fin g s  and tr ied  to lea rn  the things of m utual in te r e s t .  

Looking a c r o s s  at Lyndon, w ith lo v e ly  lit t le  M rs . Park on one 

; s id e  and the w ife  o f th eir  A m bassador on the other, I sm iled  ru efu lly  to 

 m y se lf .  D utifu lly  he spoke a sen ten ce or tw o, and then leaned over in  ;

urgent, ten se  con versa tion , f ir s t  on one s id e  w ith the V ice P r esid en t, [

then  on the other w ith  the S ecre ta ry  of State., , :|

Our en tertainm ent w as a friend  of A b e's, M r. W alter T em plar, 

who played an instrum ent with a  d e lic io u s nam e, v io la  d 'am or, and a v ery  ’

lo ve-in d u cin g  sound it had. I had asked our gu ests e a r lie r  what tim e it  

w as for them , accord ing to the tim e in  th eir  country, and got the answ er  

that it  w as som ething lik e  two o 'c lo ck  or four o 'c lo ck  in  the m orning, so  

I w as r e lie v e d  when they m ade an e a r ly  goodbye, but not u ntil a fter  Lyndon 

had grabbed M r s . P ark for  a w h irl on the dance floor  to the tune of H ello ,

D o lly .  S h e's a good sport, as w e ll as  a charm ing fem in ine p erson , and 

w as equal to the o cca sio n , although I d a resa y  she'd  never danced b efo re !

; Lyndon le f t  v e r y  e a r ly  a fter  that, although I knew it  would not 

_ v/  ̂ be th e end of h is day. But I turned on the stea m  to try  to m ake it  an

e sp e c ia lly  gay and l iv e ly  o cca sio n  for th o se  who had com e after dinner . X

' y  . ■
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M onday, M ay 17th (continued)

such  as the P h illip  B aldw ins, who w ere obviously  having a grea t t im e .

Had a sw eet m om ent w ith  the G oldbergs, the G ibsons, the H obbys, 

s tr o lle d  from  group to group, and w as u p sta irs c lo se  to one.

It w as n ext day that I found that Lyndon spent p r a c tica lly  a ll night, 

having gone back to the W est Wing to the situation  room . He stayed  until4:30.


