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'»recorb , good or bad but to preserve it some th1ngs must be done. e

B State rooms as closely as they hked The Goldbergs, the G:.bsons,

Tuesday, May 18th UJ*\?

| Began with my second cup of coffee with the Peter Hurds on °

the Truman Balcony, discussing Lyndon's portrait;

Lk : My main 1nterest th1s y'ear is ach1ev1ng some of the phy31ca.1

BT -}thmgs that w111 set Lyndon‘s place in h1story. . He w1ll make h1s own ‘

" One I want 1s a good portra1t. Most of all I want the estab-

ﬁ.‘"j ij-;hshment.' of a L1brary, nd that is up to the Umver31ty of Texas at
d‘ g . present.__ Thn:d and thls is small I want the l1ttle boyhood home m

' Johnson C1ty to be well done a.nd to be a success. I thmk 1t is. o

‘Mr. Hurd and h1s charmmg w1fe, Hennette, s1ster of Andrew

Wyeth and I talked about the d1ff1cult1es - how many s1ttmgs. We all

| dec1ded it would be 1deal 1f it could be done at the Ranch The d1n1ng

L room, .w1th 1ts hugeb pxcture w1ndow, a north l1ght would be the best _.: L
place for 51tt1ngs, maybe two hours a day, preferably the mornlng.

I played it hard a.bout the d1£f1cu1t1es-thﬂ&wod d be encountered w1th l. |

', our s1tter, many of hlS own personahty, more of the Job he holds.

Then I arranged :Eor spec1a1 tours for those guests of ours -

who hadn't seen the Second Floor or perha.ps had not gone over the

'any of the Texans who could a.nd of course, the Hurds. : f,i L




ok~ T

L Ga.rden, behmd Ly-ndon, four of the ch11dren who are gomg to be’ enrolled _ |

o ".scared of anythmg or felt less confldent or competent to undertake 1t.
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' Tuesday, Maj 18th (contmued)

. But the most 1mportant th1ng in my day was the beg1nn1ng of the .

' - A_BC pro_]ect whlch I hope W111 speak to’ the whole country and sow some

seeds of 1nterest in nat10nw1de beautlf"catmn. I have never been ,more .

L

. So we began 1t 1n the eas1est way, walkmg around on the South

. \_Grounds of the Wh1te House a.nd telhng Mr.{Secondarl a.bout the: Pres1dent' f
. pa.rk how it has grown smce the days of Thomas Jefferson, the trees that
i 'the Pres1dents had pla.nted to remember them by, from John Qulncy Adams

in 1826 to Lyndon J'ohnson in 1964

I had my refresher with our wonderful gardener, Mr. W1111ams

S Iwill leave here thmkmg he is .one of my best fr1ends._

. And then ru'shed 'to"the Rose Garden, late, for an annOuncement

: *that Lyndon was makmg to an assembled group of new spaper people and
. poverty program pe0p1e about grants to Pro;ect Head Start Over 1600
. grants to form about 9500 pre school centers that will serve 375 000 _

'chlldren thls summer for elght weeks, five and six year olds, to make

them be‘tter material to work with when school opens in the Fall.

'Very wisely, there were on the steps leading d'ow'n to' the Rose

: ' 1n the Head Start program‘ - youngsters w1th thelr mothers, one from Gum B

'Spnngs, V1rg1n1a “- I am glad we haven't forgotten the rural areas -- and

mEs
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: Tuesday, Ma.y 18th (contmued)

| Sarg'ent'S_hriver,’ the best salesman in town, to explain about it‘,v.vhenb‘Lyndon'
L __'had ﬁnished his oﬁn speech,"t‘o any' of‘the new spaper.pe'Ople who wanted to .. -

N ask quest1ons .

‘:‘?'are 100 '000 eye d1££1cu1t1es, and th1s is what Luc1 is mterested 1n._ I hOpe '”;i

rour workvequals her mterest, _and I thmk 1t w111 Lyndon is entltled to be -

real angry w1th me :Eor holdmg hun up a good fwe mmutes whﬂ.e I was

T ‘.b:‘;walklng around the grounds. He Just sa1d . ”Next t1me be on t1me .when
L we are holdmg a meetmg Wthh you are gomg to be in on." A very
o measured reply, dear man, for somebody who had been up unt11 ﬁve .

.o clock wresthng w1th a problem of the magmtude he had.}

B :,l', ‘ ‘I‘hen I went down to the theater w1th S1mone to v1ew some .

e of the ABC :E11m ‘-- cold wet Sprmg, everythmg m1t1gatmg agamst . |

.@.

_ work.

Lunch on a tray and then makeup, Slmone and Mrs. Brown

. helpfully hovenng, and then to the South Grounds. What an enormous ,

crew 1t takes' J ohn Secondar1 in charge. A good scnpt but most of

this. I )ust talked because th1$ is a fam111ar f1eld that I know and 1°ve. el

Three and a half hours, and 1t w111 probably be two or three mmutes n

) »‘:’QOne thlng they expect to d1s cover among these 375 000 ch11dren o

S us, had kept it :Erom bemg as good as 1t could be.f. Well we can Just L R
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Tuesday, May 18th (continued)

the so'reen It's amazmg wha.t a lot of work goes into these thmgs.
Then to get dressed for the second big event of the day, the return

receptmn ofﬁu! Pre51dent and Mrs P;k at the Mayﬂower One of those

enormous barbarous thmgs. I am sure everybody does the1r utmost to make _.

- them grac:.ous and lovely and,'_:mdeed the table was magmﬁcent a regular
. banquet and Mrs. Pa‘.k llke a ﬂow er in her brllhant red Korean dress w1th
'whlte b1rds of good omen embro1dered around the hem. I was. told that 11: N
'symbohzed Mrs. Palc's good w1shes for the happlness of the Presnient and
the Flrst Lady of the Umted States. .

The only trOuble is there are thousands of pe0ple, so it seems,
ln a room meant.for hundreds. The populatlon explos1on is certamly

: gett1ng to pol1t1cs.

Lyndon towered over most of them and made h1s way purposefully v_ ]

E »enough wh1le Mrs. Paﬂc and I d1d our best to follow, speakmg to rlght and '
' left, sm11mg and shakmg hands, totally ceremomal and hardly a chance :
for a real warm encounter.‘ We were home early and Lyndon and I had an .

. early dlnner, for h1m -- 8: 30 or so. ‘v

And then, really totally t1red he was 1n bed at eleyen. I ha.ve -
- no estunate of Pre31dent Pa)'k but Mrs PLk certamly got an A w1th all
who m'et her for her role._ Interest gracmusly expressed beauty, and
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, -Tuesdéy, May 18£h .(continued).

~an unt1r1ng gra.titiideﬂfor all the fhings we wanted to show ‘_her - a lesson to

me and all who go-on foreign missions. -




