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T uesday, M ay 18th

B egan w ith m y  second  cup of co ffee w ith the P e ter  Hurds on 

the Trum an B alcony, d iscu ss in g  Lyndon's p ortra it.

M y m ain  in te r e st  th is year is  ach ieving som e of the p h y sica l  

th in g s  that w ill  s e t  Lyndon’s p lace  in h is to ry . He w ill m ake h is  own 

r e c o r d , good or bad, but to  p r e se r v e  it  som e th ings m u st be done.

One I w ant is  a  good p o rtra it. M ost of a ll ,  I want the e s ta b -  

lish m en t of a L ib rary , and that is  up to the U n iv ersity  o f T exas at 

p r e s e n t .  Third, and th is is  sm a ll, I want the lit t le  boyhood hom e in  

Johnson C ity to be w e ll done and to be a s u c c e s s .  I think it  i s .

M r. Hurd and h is  charm ing w ife , H enriette , s is te r  o f Andrew  

W yeth, and I talked about the d ifficu lties  - -  how m any s it t in g s . We a ll  

decid ed  it  would be id ea l i f  it  could be done at the R anch. The dining  

room , w ith its  huge p ictu re window, a north ligh t, would be the b e s t  

p la ce  for s itt in g s , m aybe two hours a day, p referab ly  the m orn ing.

I p layed  it  hard about the d iff ic u ltie s  t h a t  would  be encountered w ith  

our s it te r , m any of h is own p erso n a lity , m ore of the job he h o ld s.

Then I arranged  for sp e c ia l tours for th ose  guests o f ours : 

who hadn't seen  the Second F loor  or perhaps had not gone over the 

State room s as c lo s e ly  as they liked.. The G oldbergs, the G ib son s, 

any of the T exans who could , and, o f co u r se , the H urds.
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T uesday, M ay 18th (continued)

But the m o st im portant thing in m y day was the beginning of the 

ABC p ro ject, w hich I hope w ill speak  to the w hole country and sow som e  

see d s  of in te r e s t  in nationwide b ea u tifica tio n . I have n ever b een  m ore  

sc a r ed  of anything or fe lt  le s s  confident or com petent to undertake i t !

 So w e began  it  in  the e a s ie s t  way, walking around on the South -  

Grounds of the W hite H ouse and te llin g  M r. S econdari about the P r e s id e n t's  

p ark, how it  has grown s in ce  the days of Thom as J efferso n , the tr e e s  that 

 the P r es id en ts  had planted to rem em b er them  by, from  John Q uincy A dam s 

 ̂ in  1826 to Lyndon Johnson in 1 9 6 4 .

I had m y r e fr e sh e r  w ith  our w onderful gardener, M r. W illia m s. '

I w ill  lea v e  h ere  thinking he is  one of m y  b est fr ien d s . ’

And then rushed  to the R ose Garden, la te , for an announcem ent 

that Lyndon w as m aking to an a ssem b led  group of new spaper peop le and 

p overty  p rogram  people about grants to P r o jec t Head S tart, O ver 1600 

grants to form  about 9500 p r e -sc h o o l cen ters that w ill s e r v e  375, 000 

ch ild ren  th is sum m er for eight w eek s , five and s ix  year o ld s , to m ake 

them  b etter  m a ter ia l to w ork w ith when sch oo l opens in  the F a ll .

V ery  w ise ly , th ere w ere  on the step s leading down to the R ose  

G arden, behind Lyndon, four of the ch ildren  who a re  going to be en ro lled  

 in  the Head S tart p rogram  - -  you n gsters w ith th eir  m o th ers , one from  Gum  

S p rin gs, V irg in ia  - -  I am  glad w e haven't forgotten  the ru ra l a r e a s  — and-
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T uesday, M ay 18th (continued)

Sargent S h r iv er , the b e s t  sa lesm a n  in  town, to explain  about it ,  when Lyndon  

had fin ish ed  h is  own sp eech , to any of the new spaper people who wanted to  

a sk  q u estio n s.

. O n e  t h i n g  t h e y  expect to d isco v er  am ong th ese  375, 000 ch ild ren  ,

a re  100, 000 eye d iff icu ltie s , and th is is  what L uci is  in terested  in . I hope 

ou r w ork  equals her in te r e st , and I think it  w ill .  Lyndon is  en titled  to be  

r e a l  angry w ith  m e for holding h im  up a good fiv e  m inutes w h ile  I w as  

.w alking arou n d  th e grounds. He ju st sa id , "Next tim e be on tim e when  

w e a re  holding a m eetin g  which you a r e  going to be in on ."  A  v e r y  

m ea su red  rep ly , dear m an, for som ebody who had been  up u ntil five  

o 'c lo ck  w restlin g  w ith a problem  of the m agnitude he had!

, . Then I w ent down to the th eater w ith Sim one to view  som e  

of the ABC f ilm  - -  cold , w et Spring, everything m itigating again st  

u s , had kept it  from  being as good as it  could b e . W ell, w e can ju st  

w o rk ! '  ̂ V’C'.

Lunch on a tra y  and then m akeup, Sim one and M r s . Brow n  

help fu lly  hovering , and then to the South G rounds. What an enorm ous  

crew  it  tak es! John S econdari in  ch arge . A good scr ip t, but m o st o f  

th is  I  ju st ta lked , b eca u se  th is  is  a fa m ilia r  fie ld  that I know and lo v e . - 

T h ree and a h a lf hours, and i t  w ill probably be two or three m inutes on
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T uesday, M ay 18th (continued)

the s c r e e n . I t’s am azing what a lo t  o f w ork goes into th ese  th in gs.

Then to  get d r e ssed  for the second big event of the day, the return  

recep tio n  of P r e s id en t and M r s . Park at the M ayflow er. One of those  

enorm ous barbarous th in g s . I am  su re  everybody does th eir  u tm ost to m ake  

them  graciou s and lo v e ly  and, indeed, the table w as m agn ificen t, a regu lar  

banquet, and M rs . P ark lik e  a flow er in  her b r illia n t red  K orean d r e ss  w ith  

w h ite  b ird s o f good om en em broidered  around the hem . I w as to ld  that it  

sy m b o lized  M rs . Park's good w ish e s  for the happiness of the P r e s id e n t and 

the F ir s t  Lady of the United S ta tes .

The only trouble is  th ere  a re  thousands of p eop le, so  it  s e e m s ,  

in  a room  m eant for  hundreds. The population exp losion  is  certa in ly  

getting to p o lit ic s .

Lyndon tow ered  over m o st o f them  and m ade h is w ay p u rp osefu lly  

enough, w h ile M rs. Park and I did our b e s t  to fo llow , speaking to r igh t and 

le ft , sm ilin g  and shaking hands, to ta lly  cerem on ia l, and hardly  a chance  

fo r  a r e a l w arm  encounter. We w ere hom e e a r ly  and Lyndon and I had an 

e a r ly  d inner, for him  - -  8:30 or so .

And then, r e a lly  to ta lly  tired , he w as in  bed at e lev en . I have 

no estim a te  of P res id en t Park, but M rs. Park  certa in ly  got an A w ith  a ll  

who m et h er for her r o le . In terest g ra c io u sly  ex p ressed , beauty, and



1965

T uesday, M ay 18th (continued)

an  untiring gratitude for a ll the things w e wanted to show h e r  -- a le s s o n  to 

m e and a ll  who go on fore ign  m is s io n s .
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