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1965

W ednesday, M ay 19th

Was one of th ose  days so  fu ll to overflow ing of dem anding ev en ts, 

each  one so  im portant that I stra in ed  to lea rn  a ll  about it, so  by the end of the  

day I fe lt  lik e  I had b een  trying to lea rn  C hinese in th ree le s s o n s .

F ir s t  on the agenda w as to go down to the Jacqueline Kennedy 

G arden to p resen t c er t if ic a te s  to the S . K lein D epartm ent S tore, who had 

planned and landscaped  the grounds of J e fferso n  Junior High School. The 

you n gsters th e m se lv e s  had done m o st of the planting, and the G reen leaf  

Com m unity C enter. And to the H echinger Company for furn ish ing plants 

and shrubs for the grounds of the R ichardson E lem entary  School and E a st  

C apital C om m unity C enter. L ittle  s c r o lls  ex p ressin g  m y app reciation  

and the C om m ittee’s ap p reciation  for th eir  w ork for the com m unity. It 

w as N ancy H ech in ger’s grandm other who rece iv ed  the award for the 

H echinger Company. T heir donations to ta lled  som e sev en  o r  so  thousand  

d o lla r s . This is  another of W alter W ashington's good d eed s . He w orks  

at th is , and the dull and c h e e r le s s  grounds of the D is tr ic t  sch o o ls  are  

cer ta in ly  p r im e  s i t e s  for contributions by p u b lic -sp ir ited  c it iz e n s .

About th is tim e I got an SOS from  Lyndon. He w as tied  up 

and would I p le a se  take h is p la ce  greetings, the M em bers o f the C harlotte, 

N orth C arolina, Cham ber of C om m erce in  the D ip lom atic R eception  Room ? 

(~ ^  So I bounced around saying h ello  to them , gathering them  togeth er out

into the R ose G arden until Lyndon c a m e  along, knowing that at about



• 1965  ' ■ , , ■ •

W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

the sam e t im e  I had Jane F reem an  holding down the fort for  m e w ith  the  

N ational F a rm  and Garden Club, w hich had ju st com pleted  its  W hite H ouse  

to u r .

. We converged  on our gay lit t le  m in i-b u s a  few m inutes la te  and 

s e t  o ff for the m eetin g  of the B eau tification  C om m ittee, th is t im e  on the
■ .. ■ ■

U .S .S .  SEQUOIA.  Stu U dall, Jane F reem an , Libby Rowe, B il l  W alton, 

M ary L a sk er , K ay Graham  for the f ir s t  tim e, and M rs. K itty H aynes  

: for  the l a s t  t im e . Som eone e ls e  has been  se le c te d  to su cceed  h er  as  

G arden Club P r e s id e n t, and N ash  C astro , on whom  I have grow n to  

depend m o re  and m o re . H e‘s the r e a l backbone of th is b eau tifica tion  

p rogram . And John S econdari w as going along ju st to s e e  what a 

m eetin g  w as l ik e .

Victor Gruen had brought h is w ife , m uch younger than

he and exotic  in  a quiet w ay. We w ere  to board the U .S .S .  SEQUOIA  

. at the N avy Yard and w ere m et and esco rted  through by the A d m ira l, 

saw the h is to r ic  old hom e that is  a W ashington landm ark, w ent b r ie f ly  

through the N aval M useum , and in sp ected  the m odel of the P otom ac  

R iv er  and the plans concerning it , the urban renew al in the Southw est, 

the proposed  c o n tro v ersia l bridge a c r o s s  the W ashington Channel, the 

new a q u a r iu m  for H aines P oin t, the in d u stries  on the G eorgetow n  

W aterfront, the hopes for an eventual park th ere , and the p roposed
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

developm ent of Jones P oin t as  a park.

And then on to the SEQUOIA, w hich I rem em b er happily from  

the days of J im  F o r r e s ta l . It was g ay with w hite fringe on the top.  We looked  

and listen ed  and tr ied  to l ear n . L ibby Rowe w as a so r t  of M aster  of  

C erem on ies for a s e r ie s  of in form al b r ie f in g s . F red er ick  G utheim , 

the "B o sw e ll o f the P otom ac," talked about the r iv e r , its  illu str io u s  p a st, 

and plans for the fu tu re. F ra n c is  L ethridge, who is  Chairm an of the  

Landm arks C om m ittee o f the Institute of A m erican  A r ch ite c ts , and 

Stu U dall d isc u sse d  the prob lem s and their p o ss ib ilit ie s , the in d u str ia l 

encroachm ent, the pollution , the b r id g es, the freew a y s.

We got one v ery  graphic p ictu re when w e p a ssed  by the lo v e ly ,  

g racefu l M em oria l B rid ge and then a lit t le  farth er up, a new bridge  

w hich cer ta in ly  got you from  h ere  to th ere  a c r o ss  the r iv e r , w hich w a s, 

I suppose, designed  by a c o st-c o n sc io u s  engineer of the B ureau  of 

P u b lic  R oads, in terested  in the functional and not th e ae s th e t ic . On 

th is  p articu lar  landscape I w ish  it  could have been  both.

It w as a cra sh  cou rse  in the past, p resen t, and future of 

the P otom ac, and I fe lt  stuffed with fa c ts . We cru ised  to 14th S tree t  

and then changed to the A d m ira l’s barge b ecau se the SEQUOIA can't 

go under that b rid ge, and then on up to K ey B ridge and c lo se  to the  

ro ck s ca lled  Three S is te r s ,  w here the r iv er  b ecom es a lm o st unpol l uted  

. _________ ■ ' ......... - . . 3  -  r  ...  . .
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

Then back to the SEQUOIA, w here we had a d elic iou s lunch. It's getting  

to b e so that the people I w ork w ith on the B eau tifica tion  C om m ittee are  

m y  c lo s e s t  fr ien ds in  town!

V What is  MY u se fu ln ess  to it?  I suppose the fact i s ,  only pub-

l ic ity ,  m aybe to som e extent exam ple, m aybe I can lea rn  a lo t  about it  

and be a spirt o f funnel for id ea s , put a so rt of a tag on it  and say , "This 

is  fa sh io nab l e . " , \  \  A: : j

; It w as a  big day and th ere  w as much to rep ort. A  $10, 000 check  

from  B rooke A sto r , M rs. V incent A sto r . In the back of m y m ind I w ished  

th is  could be used  for so r t o f a playground, such as she has esta b lish ed  

i n ‘N ew 'Y ork.

The form ation  of an arm  of our b ig C om m ittee, a so r t of a 

c lea r in g  house to a ccep t g ifts , to sc r e e n  them , and to do something: 

w ith  th em . M ary L ask er is  C hairm an, and T ru stees  Conrad W irth,

C aro l F o r ta s , B il l  R o g ers , R alph B eck er and P o lly  Shac kleton. The 

t it le  is  S o c ie ty  for a M ore B eautifu l Capital, and its  purpose, to handle 

g ifts  m ore w id espread  than the P a r k  S erv ice  could undertake.

A nother announcem ent. D r. Skinner, D irector  of the A rboretum , 

has agreed  to an idea that cam e from  M ary L ask er - -  the 50, 000 a za lea  

cuttings can be propagated into plants to be u sed  in public a r e a s !  A fter

th re e  y e a r s , w e hope w e w ill  have 200, 000 p lants, w ith the governm ent
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

helping the governm ent. And then there w ere g ifts , b ig  and lit t le ,  ranging  

from  one pink dogwood from  Gordon Junior High School, f iv e  tons of f e r t i -  

l iz e r  from  co lu m n ist Drew P ea rso n , a thousand m arigo ld  plants from  the 

W. A tlee  B urpee Company, to B rook e's $ 1 0 ,0 0 0 . gUajc Bu s in e ss  w as b oom -

ing! -'.V..'.''

But the m o st im portant thing of the day w as a le tte r  from  T h e , |

T exaco Company signed  by its  C hairm an of the B oard Howard R am ben, 

to  in form  us about a lon g-ran ge program  of b eautification  that the com pany  

i s  going to  undertake to provide a ttractive  s e r v ic e  station s a l l  over the !

country, urging a ll  T exaco d ea lers  to m aintain high standards of h o u se -  >

keep ing, e lim in ate  lit te r , provide for landscaping and b eau tification  in  

a ll  the new T exaco sta tio n s, and e s ta b lish  m od el s e r v ic e  station s in each  

of the n ea r ly  100 T exaco sa le s  d is tr ic ts  in  the United S ta te s . And h erein  

l ie s  a great opportunity in  the hands of an im aginative and a g g r e ss iv e  

co m m ittee  or of one wom an who had p lenty  of t im e , th is could turn into  

a so r t  of an a rch itectu ra l revolu tion  in  fillin g  s ta tio n s. What is  th ere  

m o re of spread  a c r o s s  the country? W ell, h e r e ’s our opportunity.

L e t's  tr y  to s e e  that it  d oesn 't dwindle away to a pot of geran iu m s.

/ But r e a lly  the m o st excitin g  event of the day w as after  w e got 

b ack  on land, about th ree o 'c lo ck , we drove by the J efferso n  Junior High  

S chool on the w ay back  to the White H ou se. T h ere, sp illin g  a l l  over the
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

s id e walk , w e r e  s e v e r a l hundred students grouped around the new planting  

th ey  had done w ith m a ter ia ls  furnished  by the S . K lein  Company waving ' 

and w aving. It would have been  too bad i f  w e hadn't gone by, and it  w as  

ju st a  chance dropping b y . ■

W alter W ashington's urgings u su a lly  bring r e su lts , how ever.

T here w ere  no p la n s . I w alked up the s te p s , m et the P r in c ip a l and som e < |

o f  the you n g sters , am ong them  a n iece  of the head D oorm an at the W hite H ouse.

^ Som ebody produced a m icrophone, I told  them  how happy I w as about it,

th ey  to ld  m e how they had planted th in gs. This w as a r ea l cam paign  

s itu a tion and I w as v e ry  m uch at hom e and ju st as happy as they  w ere .

I to ld  them  I knew they w ere  going to take care  of the plants b ecau se   

th ey  looked so  p retty  and it  would add so  m uch to their sch o o l, arid how 

proud th ey  m u st be of them  and how you liked  them  better if  you y o u rse lf  

had w orked on th em . And then I started  a c r o ss  the s tr e e t  and w as soon  

y enveloped  in  the excitin g , shriek ing, applauding crow d of y o u n g sters , a ll  

s haking hands. •

And then back on the b u s. The new spaper sa id , "It w as a p er fec t  

end to  a  p er fec t day for M rs. Johnson and the 20 M em bers of her C om -  

m ittee  for a M ore B eau tifu l C a p ita l." But actu ally  it  wasn't the end of what 

w as indeed a v er y  fu ll d a y , / ^ m u c h  m ore w as to com e.
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

' • ■ (JiiJiKq <>
I had been  supposed to spend a couple of hours w ith  N a t O w in g s,'

p rin cip a l a rch itec t of the P enn sylvan ia  Avenue plan. He had b een  prevented

fro m  com ing b eca u se  h is house in C alifornia  had been  robbed and m any

b eautifu l th ings d estroyed . So M oynihan, who is  num ber two in  ch arge,

took  m e down P enn sylvan ia  A venue, along w ith  S im one. We drove s lo w ly

in  an unidentified  ca r , part o f the tim e we w alked, and he explained step

by step  what would com e out,, what w ould rem ain , w here the N ational

Square as planned would b e, the proposed  Statuary G arden, what tr e e s

would go, w h ere the s tr e e ts  would go under the ground, the underground

parking. ■ We p o r e d  over the draw ings, we walked over the ground it s e lf .

I fe lt  once m ore  lik e  a student trying to absorb C hinese in  th ree hours!

And th en  a lit t le  p ast s ix  back at the White H ouse for a b r ie f

s e s s io n  w ith D ick  Goodwin, hoping to im bue him  with m y fe e lin g s  about .

the C onference on N atural B eauty, so  that by o sm o s is  he can absorb  what

I think and turn it  into lo v e ly  cry sta llin e  w o rd s .

And then, the m o st im portant, probably, b u sin ess  of the day,

M ary L ask er and N ash  C astro  joined m e . It has b ecom e apparent, b ecau se

o f the en th usiasm , b ecau se  people everyw here are doing such  w onderful

th in gs, such  gen erou s, overw helm ing things for the C om m ittee for a M ore

B eau tifu l C apital, that w e m u st have so r t  o f  packages to o ffer , say in g

that i f  you want to g ive a thousand d o llars h ere is  som ething ju st lo v e ly

■ ■  ̂ ■ - ‘ 7  - ' ■ ■  ■ ’ - . '
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W e d n e sd a y ,  M ay  19th (continued)

f o r  th e  c i ty  th a t  you c a n  g ive! X n u m b e r  of w eep in g  c h e r r y  t r e e s  to  be p la n te d  

a r o u n d  H a in es  P o in t .  A d0g\900d a t  the  end of s u c h - a n d - s u c h  b r i d g e . ’ O r  if  

y o u  w a n t  to  g ive $10, 000, th a t  can  f o r m  a*'tot lot^^ o r  go to w a r d  i t .  M a r y ’s 

s ig h ts  a r e  v e r y  h ig h  in d e e d  - -  up in  th e  h u n d r e d - th o u s a n d  c l a s s ,  a n d  e v en  

h i g h e r .  M ine  a r e  m o r e  fo r  the  one re d b u d .

C LI ~ I
SANinZED I fI SANinZED r

""" '^^"'''""^^w anr^acE I'^erson T o T e T S S i‘̂ w a n T ^ a c E T p e r s o ^ o T e T S ^ e d  the  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f  s o m e th in g  th a t  

t h e i r  n a m e  c a n  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith , so m e th in g  th a t  w i l l  m a k e  th e  c i ty  l o v e l i e r  

a n d  w i l l  go on in to  the  f u tu r e .  M aybe  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a  l i t t l e  p la q u e .  T h e r e  

m u s t  b e  a  w id e  r a n g e  of p o s s ib i l i t i e s ,  a n d  th is  new a r m  of o u r  C o m m i t t e e  

c a l l e d  th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  a  M o re  B ea u t i fu l  C a p i ta l  w ould  s e r v e  a s  a  s o r t  of 

c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  and  p e r h a p s  to  s o m e  e x te n t  a  s o r t  of s a l e s m a n .

We s p e n t  ab o u t  two and  a  h a l f  h o u rs  ta lk in g  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  c o u ld  

d o .  N a s h  w i l l  a t t e m p t  to  pu t s o m e  p a c k a g e s  to g e th e r .

L y n d a  csune in , r a d ia n t ,  lo v e ly ,  in  a  tw o -p ie c e  w h i te  d r e s s ,  go ing  

o u t  on  a  d a te ,  b u b b lin g .  How happy  I a m  to s e e  h e r  l ik e  t h i s !  S he  h a s  d a t e s  

so  f r e q u e n t ly  w ith j  h a n d s o m e  b o y .  To h e r

h e ' s  a  fun  d a t e , !  SANTIT T I^ I
L yndon  w as  going out to a  s ta g  d in n e r  f o r  M ax  F r e e d m a n .  I h a d  

a s k e d  M a r y  to sp en d  th e  n ig h t w ith  u s ,  so  I c a l l e d  L u c i  a n d  s h e  a n d  S h a r o n

-  8 -
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W ednesday, M ay 19th (continued)

f

and B il l  H itchcock  and Mar y and I sa t down to dinner togeth er . Such fun to 

have a r e a l m ea l w ith m y fam ily , any or a ll of it, beginning q u ietly  w ith  

b le ss in g  and then having a lo t  of gay, giddy, funny, ser io u s  con versation  

■with the ch ild ren  that w e r e  p resen t. I found m y se lf  r e a lly  proud of L uci 

in  front o f M ary, and M ary w as kind enough to give ev ery  evidence of 

enjoying h er .

-  9 -




