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S 1965

Wednesday, 'M'ay 19th

Was one of those days so full to overﬂowing of demanding events, : "
each one 80 unportant that I stramed to learn all about 1t, so by the ‘end of the
da.y I felt like I had been trylng to learn Chlnese in three les sons,

. F1rst on the agenda. was to go down to the J acquelme Kennedy

Garden to present certlﬁcates to the S Klem Department Store, who had )

‘planned and landscaped the grounds of J efferson J unior H1gh School The S .:

youngsters themselves had dOne most of the plantmg, and the Greenleaf

"'Commumty Center. And to the Hechmger Company for furmshmg plants

ﬁ V_ —and shrubs for the grounds of the R1chardson Elementary School and East".
' Capltal ACommum.ty Center. ‘thtle sfcrolls' expre851ng my apprematmn - ‘
and the Commltteeis appreciatlon for thelr'vﬁork for the 'COMunity.i ;It
.was hIancy Hechmger s vgrandmother who recelved the award for the *
.He.chlnger Company.' The1r donat1ons totalled some seyen or_fso thousand
dollarsy. This is another ot::l”alter Wash’lngton's_ good de.evds’. _l-Ie works
atth:.s,and .thedull and eheerless 'grounds of. ‘the Distrtct sehools are A.
| g e : S
A certalnly prlme saghéc- for contr1but1ons by pubhc sp1r1ted C1tlzens.
. About th1s time I got an SOS from Lyndon. He was t1ed up.
and would I please take hls'place greetmgs. the Members of the Charlotte, :
| North Caro‘lina,‘ Chamber of Corm'nerce‘in the Diplomatic .l{eception Room?.
f) ‘So Z“[:bounced around say1ng hello to them, gathermg them together. out |

1nto the Rose Garden untll Lyndon came along, know ing that at a-bout ST

S
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. Wednesvda}‘r, May 19th (continued)

‘the same. t1me I had J’ane Freeman holdmg down the fort for me with the
Natmnal Farm and Garden Club wh1ch had Just completed 1ts Wh1te House

- tour.

>We converged on our gay l1tt1e m1n1-bus a few mmutes late a.nd U

g.;set off for the meetmgl of the Beaut1f1cat1on Comm1ttee, thlS t1me on the

U S S SEQUOIA Stu Udall Jane Freeman, L1bby Rowe, B1ll Walton, o

‘;.;Mary Lasker, Kay Graham for the f:.rst tune, and Mrs. K:Ltty Haynes N '

: :Eor the last tlme. Someone else has been selected to succeed her as’

; ;‘Garden Club President, and Nash Castro,' on whom I hav_e grown to

L% depend more andmoreHe'sthe real backbone o’f th1s beauti.ficatlonv.vv
i PrOgram And"J OhnSecondar"was Jgoing- .a:19f.1“g 5ust to 's;e what a
meeting was like. o =
4_4Victor {%a.uﬁe,:p had brought hls- wife, much .youngerf' than - |

-'g'_he and exotlc in a qu1et way. We were to board the U S S SEQUOIA L

S a.t the Navy Yard and were met and escorted through by the Adm1ra1, g
'saw the h15tor1c old home that 1s a Washmgton landmark went bneﬂyﬂ -
through the Naval. Museum. and mspected the model of the Potomac e

. 'R1ver and the plans concernmg 1t, the urban renewal in the Southwest

L ,the pr0posed controverslal br1dge across the Washmgton Channel the EE

- Ty
i IREEFIEIEN
SN - A B 8

: :-new a¢quar1um for Ha1nes Pomt the 1ndustr1es on the Georgetow !

W Waterfront, the h0pes for an eventual pa.rk there, and the pr0posed .




T

o

’ -‘fand l1stened and tried to lea:

L the Bolsw ell of the f’otomac, talked about the rlrrer, its 111ustr10us past,- o s
X and pla.ns for the future. iFrancz.s l..ethrldge,‘ vtho .is ‘Chairnlan of the S z
...‘_'Landmarks Comm1ttee of the Instltute iof Amencan Archltects, and o R i
| Stu Udall discussed the .vproblems and their pos sibilities, the industrial |

' encroachm'ent, the pollution, the bridges, the freeways.b

’ _xand then changed to the Admu'al’s barge because the SEQUOIA can't
'go under that br1dge, and then on up to Key Brldge and close to the ‘--4',.; i

rocks called Three S1sters, where the r1ver becomes almost unpolluted" '
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' Wednesday, May 19th (continued)

| deve10pment of Jones Point as a park

And then on to the SEQUOI_A. Wthh I remember happlly from .
Gr Aoz '

_the days of J1m Forrestal,,\Zay w1th wh1te frmge on the topg W/e looked L

. leby Rowe was a sort of Master of

f Ceremonies for a 'series of informal brieﬁngs.‘ Frederick Gutheirn, S

e

We got one very graphlc p1cture when we passed by the lovely, |

graceful Memor1al Br1dge and then a 11ttle farther up, a new brldge

jwhlch certamly got you from here to there ‘across -the r:.ver, wh1ch was,' o
,I suppose, de51gned by a cost consc1ous engmeer of the Bureau of
qubhc Roads, mterested in the funct1onal and not the‘“esthetm. On . .

thi‘s particular lands cape I wish it could.have been both.

It was a crash course in the past, present, and future of.

R th'e-‘Potomac, “and 1 felt stuffed with facts. We cruis ed to 14th Street




"*"“11c1ty. maybe to some extent exa.mple, maybe I can learn a lot about 1t

;ta,'nd b_e_’a‘ s,ort’of vfu,nn’_el for _1d_eas,_”put a s‘ort_,lof a tag on 1t and sa.y, ,Z,"“_'T_hls

L .'-'from Brooke Astor, Mrs Vmcent Astor. In the back of my mind I w1shed

U

' this could be used for sort of a playground such as she has established

' in New York

vCarol Fortas, B1ll Rogers , Ralph Becker and Polly Shackleton The b. R o

g t1t1e 1s Society for a More Beautlful Capltal and its purpose, to handle
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e ‘Wednesday, May 19th'(continued)

©: Then back to the SEQUOIA where we had a delicious lunch It's gettmg
'.to be ﬁﬁe&e the pe0p1e I work w1th on the Beautification Committee are

. .-'_my closest friends in town'

o What is MY usefulness to 1t‘? I suppose the fact is, only P“b"

......

:\'1

is ‘f_a_s&;i;nsié-. W

It was a b1g day and there wa.s much to report A $10 000 check

L “"The formation.of an arm of our big Committee, a 'sort of a o

"_clearmg house to accept gifts, _ to screen them, and to do somethmg

- w1th them. Mary Lasker is Chairman, and Trustees Conrad Wirth

L gifts more w1de3pread than the Park Serv1ce could underta.ke. |

- Another announcement Dr. Skmner, Director of the Arboretum,
has agreed to an idea that came from Mary Lasker -- the 50 000 azalea

cuttmgs can be pr0pa gated 1nto plants to be used m public areasi, After

[PERAR SV AN UV S

" three’ years, we hope we wﬂl have 200 000 plants, w1th the govemment B



O

ing

' Téxaco Company signed by its Chairman of the Board Howard Ramben,
" to inform us about a long -range program of beautification that the company

- is going to undertake to prbvide attractive service stations all over the

' .1965-f

Wednesday, 'Ma.y 19th (contiﬁued)‘

helping the go;réfriment. And then there were g‘iftbs, big and little, ranging -

" from one pink ddgﬁéood frorﬁ Gordon Junior High School, five tons of ferti-

lizer from colﬁmnist'Drew Pearson, a thousand marigbld plants from the

W. Atlee Burpee Company, to Brooke's $10,000. §ke business was boom- -

—

- »B_ut;. ’tﬁ;e"xfriost”i‘ﬁ;i)c;ftaiht ﬁhing’of the da.y wé.s a 1ett'ér.'frc_jrvr;£ The RE |

country, ‘urging all Texaco dealers to maintain high standards of house- _ s
keeping; " eliﬁinafe 'lvitter', prbvide for landscaping and beautification in ‘

all the new Texaco stations, and establish model service stations in each

of the nearly “_\10,0 Texaco sales districts in the United States.. And herein B
lies "a,v""great opportunity in the hands of an imaginative 'and'jaggr_es;sii_re L g
",cﬁb"r_xirhittee'_ or of one woman who had plenty of time, this could turn into

a sort of an architectural revolution in filling stations. What is there

mo:‘:.e':bf s.pread‘.;av..c'ro‘ss t}lle‘co.u:titi'}y'? Weli, here's. our dpl.:oi-tuhvi‘.ty...

Let's try to seﬂe‘tha.t'it doesn'f dwiﬁdle é.way to a pot of geraniums. '

o But .iv'-e’all'.y .t‘he'rrig_siv: ’exclit;,vin.g‘ev‘vent,o.i.thé :i;'a,y-ipa;is: é.fte:;.”‘.wéf got R
ba.ckon _.land‘,:"about three ;‘cvlq"ck-, ‘we drove by ti';e J:efv.f'e;:;bﬁ .]’ umorH:.gh I

e

Schoro'lv on the‘-w‘a;'y .bé.ck-to. the White House. ‘There, fs.pi‘l]'.ivng», ailove: th_é




o Somebody produced a mlcrophone, I told them how happy I was about 1t.

NS v"proud they must be of them and how you l1ked them better 1£ you yourself L
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 Wednesday, May 19th (continued) .

. : 51dewalk, were several hundred students grouped around the new. plantmg
| . they had done with matenals furn1shed by the S. K1e1n Company wav1ng

and wavmg It would have been too bad ifwe hadn't gone by, and 1t was '

o Just a cha.nce droppmg by

Walter Washmgton s urgmgs usually brmg results, however. -

"There were no plans. . I walked up the steps, met the Pr1nc1pa1 and some
_of the youngsters, among them a mece of/\ ead Doormany\ Whrte House.
: ,/) .
they told me how they ha.d planted th1ngs. Th1s was a real campa1gn

: s:.tuatmn and l was very much at home and Just as happy as they were.

1 told them I knew they were gomg to take care of the plants becauSe '

U they looked so pretty and 1t would add so much to the1r school a.nd how T

g had worked on them. . And then I started across the street and was soon L

'.'enveloped in the exc1tmg, shnekmg, 'applaudmg crowd of youngsters, all ,i '

_fshak:.ng hands. ,. '
And then back on the bus. The new spaper sa:Ld "It was a perfect :
end to a perfect day for Mrs J'ohnson and the 20 Members of her Com-

ttee £or a More Beautlful Cap:.tal " But actually 1t wasvﬂxe end of what

was mdeed a very full day, %vmuch more was to come. o s




o took-me‘down Pennsylvam.a Avenue, along w1th Slmone.. We drove slowly e
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Wednesday, May 19th (continued) e

i
L]

S A = ?\:&_% :,: :‘hﬁ» o
I had been supposed to spend a couple of hours w1th M‘art‘t"UW‘é‘ﬂ‘s,

' pr1nc1pal archltect of the Pennsylvama Avenue plan. He had been prevented T

from commg because his house in Cahiorma had been robbed and many

: ,beautlful thmgs destroyed So Moyn1han, who is nurnber two in charge,

e '_-_",'1n an un1dent1f1ed car, part of the t1me we walked and he explamed step e

o »by _step what w ould come out,, what would.remam, wher_e the Natmnal ’

'Square as planned would be, the proposed Statuary Garden, what trees -

¥

o At A A b A amm hoh bk e .

would- go, where the streets would go under the ground, the underground
parl;ing." We popired over the draw'ings, we walked over the ground itself.
I felt once more like a student trying to absorb Chinese in threefhours! |

S And then a llttle past six back at the White House for a br1e:E

session w1th D1ck Goodwm, hopmg to 1mbue h1m W1th my feehngs about

the Conference on Natural Beauty, ;so_that by osmosis he can absorb what

1 think a'nd 'turn 1t into lovely crystalline' words.

And then, the most 1mportant probably, bus1ness of the day,
Mary Lasker and Nash Castro Jomed me. It has become apparent, because -

of the enthusrasm, because people everywhere are doing such wonderful

tlungs A such generous, overwhelmmg thlngs for the Comm:.ttee for a More :

Beaut1fu1 Cap1ta.l tha.t we must have sort of packages to offer, sa.y:.ng

that 1f you want to g1ve a thousa.nd dollars here is someth1ng _]ust lovely N




1965

Wednesday, May 19th (continued)

for the city that you can give! X number of weeping cherry trees to be planted

around Haines Point. A d0g\900d at the end of such-and-such bridge.” Or if
you want to give $10, 000, that can form a*'tot lot™ or go toward it. Mary’s
sights are very high indeed -- up in the hundred-thousand class, and even

higher. Mine are more for the one redbud.

N

SANinZED I f
rmanmmt AN gy amiT aaEE TepsonoloTelT$SSed the possibility of something that
their name can be associated with, something that will make the city lovelier
and will go on into the future. Maybe there will be a little plaque. There
must be a wide range of possibilities, and this new arm of our Committee
called the Society for a More Beautiful Capital would serve as a sort of
clearing house and perhaps to some extent a sort of salesman.

We spent about two and a half hours talking about what we could
do. Nash will attempt to put some packages together.

Lynda csune in, radiant, lovely, in a two-piece white dress, going
out on a date, bubbling. How happy I am to see her like this! She has dates
so frequently withj handsome boy. To her
he's a fun date,! SANTITTI»

Lyndon was going out to a stag dinner for Max Freedman. I had
asked Mary to spend the night with us, so I called Luci and she and Sharon

. 8 .

cL
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Wedne'sday, May 19th (continued)

_ en;oymg her.

‘and Bill Hitchcock and ‘Mar}.r and I sat down to dinnexr »t'ogetheii. ~Such fun to

have a 'rea.l meal with my vfanﬁily, 'a:ﬁy or all of it be ginning 'Quietly with

' .blessmg and then havmg a lot of gay, g1ddy, funny, ser1ous conversa.tmn

_ wu:h the ch11dren that were present I found myself really proud of Luc1 i

in front of Mary, and Mary was kmd enough to give every ev1dence of






