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T hursday, M ay 20th

This is  a w eek  dom inated by the D om inican R epublic and its  

tr o u b le s . Som e tim e in the m iddle o f the night Lyndon cam e and craw led  

in  bed w ith  m e . T his m orning, haggard and worn, he looked at m e and 

sa id , "The m o st awful thing has happened. " I know that e fforts  had been  

going on to form  a coa lition  governm ent agreeab le  to a ll  s id e s .  To B o sch , 

to the Junta, the r e b e ls , w hoever they a ll a r e . He sa id , " B osch ’s fr ien d s, 

fiv e  o f them , w ere  returning to Santo D om ingo. The one who is  the k ey  

to the situation  w as shot in s tr e e t  fighting and k illed ." I w ondered if  

that w as the end to what Abe had m eant Monday night, when he had sa id  

"We are th is  c lo se  to an a g r e e m e n t." Lyndon sa id  he had on ly  s le p t  two 

hours M onday night and v er y  litt le  la s t  night.

How I w ish  I could reach  h im , ea se  him! A ctu a lly , the only  

thing I can do is  not im p ose  upon h im  any q u estion s, d e c is io n s , tro u b le s . 

F ortu n ately  m y  own life  has been  sm ooth and free  of th ese  th ese  la s t  

few m onths.

 ̂ ! This tr iv ia l thing w hich has bothered L iz  grea tly  and m e not 

so  m uch, about the sa le  of a le tte r  M rs. Kennedy w rote m e in  the F a ll  

of 1960, by som e autograph house in  New Y ork. An ugly  in cid en t. It's 

a funny com m entary o n the p r e s s  that it has taken up as m any in ch es as  

i t  h as, in  view o f the im portant things going on in the w orld . Of co u rse  

I n ever gave the le tte r  aw ay, and i t ’s frightening to  think that a  w orker
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T hursday, May 20th (continued)

som ew h ere in  one's o ffice  would take such a le tte r  and put it  up for  s a le .

I flin ch  a b it  to think what M rs. K ennedy m u st fe e l  about e ith er m y  m anners  

■ or m y  e ffic ien cy .

A nother funny thing. Having put th eir  heads togeth er, L iz , /  ,

s e v e r a l o ffice  standbys, M ary R ather, they fin a lly  decided  who the p erso n  ^

w as who had kept the le t te r . L ucy Cum mings was her nam e. I rem em b er   ■ V 
h er s lig h tly . At any ra te , w ith m any b ig s to r ie s , a  great b la st o f  in fo rm a -  

tion , the le tte r  w as withdrawn from  sa le  by the com pany offering  it  and 

i s  to be returned  to the W hite H ouse.

The b ig  event of the day w as a luncheon given  by the 8 1 st Club 

. for  m e . They had a lso  invited  the few forlorn  rem ain ders o f the old 75th 

Club, the one I cam e h ere  with in  1937. We w ent to the hom e of M r s .

^     L o v e y ,  a n d  it  w as two delightful  hours w ith old fr ien d s, n ea r ly  e v e ry  one

o f whom  I knew by f ir s t  nam e. H enrietta  H ill, M attie L ee G rant, L era  

; T h om as. H er looks and her w ords ind icate that A lb ert is  r e a lly  a v e r y  

s ic k  m an. She sa id  that Anne, returning from  South A m erica , did not 

know how s ic k  he w as, and she hadn't told her b ecau se she is  eight  

m onths pregnant. Jeanne B a tes , May S im pson, M rs. Andy B ie m ille r ,

30 or so  old fr ien d s . We had d e lic io u s covered  d ish es , buffet s ty le ,  

prepared  by the la d ie s  th e m se lv e s , and sa t around in  the liv in g  room  / r

trad ing new s about each  o th er's  ch ildren  — by now it's  grandchildren —
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T hursday, M ay 20th (continued)

and as I looked around rather sad ly  I noticed  how m any w ere e x e s , not 

actu a lly  in the C ongress any m o re . I sent back for m y cam era  and got 

so m e m o v ie s . Everybody w as taking p ic tu re s . T here w as a  cute lit t le  

c a r t  w ith  an u m b rella  g a ily  bedecked w ith flow ers over it .  The la d ies
‘ . 

had gotten up at dawn to w ork on it, and in  it  t h e r e  were l oaded books 

.. that had b een  given by m em b ers of the Club and w ere so ld  w hile w e w ere  

th e r e . I bought two - -  only a dollar each  - -  The Guns o f A ugust and H aw aii 

b y  M ic h e n e r . And then I got everybody to s ign  H aw aii -- the money is to go to

our ch arity  p ro ject, D . C . G eneral H osp ita l. S ince 1948 we have m ade 

a sm a ll donation each  year to it  to help  out w ith recrea tio n a l fa c ilit ie s  

for  the peop le th ere  - -  ra d io s, a TV. They shouldn't have given m e  

anything, but they did - - a  gold charm  - - a  Horn of P len ty  sp illin g  out 

r u b ie s , and on it  w as engraved, "To Lady B ird  from  the 81st Club." It 

w as a fun t im e .

And then I went on to the second  big event o f the day, the ABC  

f ilm in g  on the South P o rtico  of the T rea su ry  D epartm ent, w here th ere  is  

a m a r v e lo u s  view  of P enn sylvan ia  A venue. The hazards of such  w ork a re  

p len ty  - -  a  plane w ill roar over in  the m iddle of a tape and you have to try  

it  aga in . O nce a f ly  l i t  on m y fa c e . I rem ained  im m obile and w ent on 

w ith  m y  scr ip t, w ith  con sid erab le  effort. I thought I could t e l l  on the 

fa c e s  o f the cam eram an that he knew the fly  w as th ere, could s e e  the
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T hursday, M ay 20th (continued)

fly , and after a •while he burst out laughing and sa id , "W e'll have to do 

that one over a g a in .” John Secondari sa id , "The n ic e st  people to w ork  

■with are  P op es and F ir s t  L a d ie s ." H e’d done a docum entary on Pope  

John and w as fu ll o f great ta le s  about h im . One of the b e st, when the  

P ope w as s t i l l  on cam era  but didn't r e a liz e  that he w a s, he looked up 

 and sa id , "Finito ? " John Secundari  decided  to u se  it b eca u se , as m any  

knew at that tim e , it  w as n ea r ly  fin ito  for the P op e. He had can cer  and 

h is  days w ere  lim ite d . So John Secondari added on som e m a r v e lo u s  

^  : l in e s  about fin ito  to th is great and good l i fe .

: / The South P o rtico  of the T rea su ry  Building is  the b e s t  p lace  

in  town to get a good view  of P enn sylvan ia  A venue. M r. S econdari to ld  

m e that the m od el would be looked at and explained la te r , but m y  scr ip t, 

m y part of it  w as done from  that vantage point.

S u rp risin g  how tir in g  th is i s !  Two and a half hours and I 

w as quite w ea ry  and glad to be back at the White H ouse for a few m om ents  

w ith  Lyndon. He i s  to have a top le v e l  m eeting  tonight w ith M cN am ara  

and Abe and B a ll and Vaughan and R a b orn. Eating and s leep in g  a re  

sandw iched in  betw een the things that m ust be done.

I talked w ith B e s s  and Lynda about h er dance for P r in c e ss  

C h ristin a . Lynda is  n o t only a g reea b le , but eager to look up the sons  

and daughters o f her D addy's and M other's fr ien d s. She se e m s  to want
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T hursday, M ay 2Oth (continued)

to branch  out, to m eet m ore p eop le . I am  delighted .

I w orked with L iz  on m y d esk . Once I heard the sound of m u sic  

in  the h a ll, a p iano, I looked out and th ere w as L uci a t the piano at the . 

end of the h a ll, d re sse d  in  a long red v e lv e t h o ste ss  gown, p laying The 

. L ord 's P r a y er  and then la ter  Old Man R iver , w ith an an gelic , d ram atic  

look . -She se ld om  touches the piano a n y m o r e , but when she does she  

handles it  w ith lo v e , and m u sic  com es forth, though not ex a ctly  as  

w ritten  on the page, I think, but L u ci's own v e rs io n . She w as m aking  

a p ictu re as she sa t th ere , and she knew it .  Red band on h er je t  b lack  

h a ir , dow ncast ey e la sh e s  on her iv o ry  ch eek s, an an gelic  ex p ress io n  

w hile she so ft ly  played The L ord 's P r a y e r .  D ear litt le  L u ci, it 's  

she  that ought to b e the a c tr e s s .

K aren and B il l  H itchcock a r e  in and out of the house at a ll  

h o u rs. She lead s her own life  and is  a p ecu lia r ly  independent, capable, 

r a r e  l it t le  g ir l, although at t im es  deep ly  intu itive and ap p recia tive  o f  

lo v e .  
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