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F r id a y , M ay 2 1 s t

S om eth in g  happened that m a y  be o f u tm o st im p o rta n ce  in  the . 

a r t  fu tu re  o f  th e N a tio n ’s C ap ita l. I had a sk ed  M r. and M r s . J o sep h  

H irsh h o rn  to  co m e down fr o m  New Y ork  for  lun ch  w ith  m e , in v itin g  

th em  in ten tio n a lly  th ir ty  m in u tes  b e fo r e  the o th er  g u e s ts  ca m e  so  th at  

w e cou ld  h ave  a quie t ,  p e r so n a l tour o f the S ta te  F lo o r  and th e S eco n d  : 

F lo o r . ’

M r. H irsh h o rn  has the g r e a te s t  c o lle c t io n  o f m o d ern  scu lp tu re

in  e x is te n c e , a cco rd in g  to  D illo n  R ip le y  and R oger S te v e n s , a s  w e l l  a s  

an  ou tstan d in g  c o lle c t io n  o f p a in tin g s, in clu d in g  32 E akins.  F o r  so m e  

t im e  th e  S m ith so n ia n  h as b een  ta lk in g  of h im  a s ,  I u n d erstan d , have  

m a n y  o th er  m u se u m s , in clu d in g  so m e  fr o m  E ngland (he i s  q u ite  a  f l i r t ,  

M a ry  L a sk e r  sa y s )  in  th e  e ffo r t to g e t h im  to w il l  or  g iv e  h is  c o lle c t io n  , 

to  th em . He h as a g r ee d  in  a  le tte r  to g iv e  it  to  th e S m ith so n ia n  i f  

th e y  m e e t  c e r ta in  req u irem en ts  - -  a  sep a ra te  and s u it a b le  b u ild in g  

b e a r in g  h is  n a m e, a s su r a n c e  o f good c a r e , and so  fo r th .

: ‘ So  I had a sk ed  the R oger  S te v e n s , the D illo n  R ip le y s , h is   

fr ie n d s  th e Sam  H a r r is e s ,  and, d e lig h tfu lly  enough, th e A be F o r ta s e s  

tu rn  out to  be o ld  a cq u a in tan ces o f h is ,  so  for  m y  own co m fo r t and  

b e n e fit  I  had a sk ed  A be and C aro l to  jo in  u s for  lu n ch , 

z"-' ; ‘ I  h a d  m e t  M r. H irsh h orn  b r ie f ly  b e fo r e  and g a th ered  that

h e i s  one o f th o se  g r ea t A m e r ica n  s t o r ie s ,  a  m an o f poor b eg in n in g s .
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in te l l ig e n c e  and d r iv e , who s ei z e s  an opportunity  o ffered  in  th is  m a r v e llo u s  

lan d  and a c q u ir e s  g r ea t w ea lth , a l l  in  h is  l i f e t im e . I s t i l l  do not know m u ch  

about i t .   I th in k  uranium  is  the so u r c e  o f  h is  w ea lth .

He h a s b een  c o lle c t in g  fo r  fo r ty  y e a r s .  W hen he b eg a n , o f  

c o u r s e  h e  d id n 't have m u ch  m on ey , so  he to ld  m e . He had a m a z in g , 

u n er r in g  so r t  o f  ta s te , and p ick ed  out the th in gs that w ere  go in g  to  la s t .

T h a t's  R o g er  S tev e n s ' e s t im a te . He has s e e n  h is  c o lle c t io n . I h a v en 't .

W e ll, a t any r a te  the H irsh h o rn s ca m e  and w e had a  d e lig h tfu l |

n  t im e .  H e lo v e d  s e e in g  the W hite H ou se c o lle c t io n  and I lo v e  sh ow in g  i t  1

to  p eo p le  who en joy  i t .  He p ick ed  out one b y  one the th in gs I  l ik e  b e s t  :

a s  th e  o n es  he lik ed  b e s t .  The R em brandt P e a le ,  T hom as J e f fe r s o n 's  i

p o r tr a it , B en ja m in  F ra n k lin . H e lo v e d  the W h istler  too and a  John S in g er  

S a r g e n t. I h op e, o f c o u r se , th at one o f th o se  32 E akin s w i l l  c o m e  to  

r e s t  in  th e  W hite H o u se , and have ch a rg ed  R oger  S tev en s and D r . D illo n  

R ip le y  and A be F o r ta s  w ith  th at h op e, b e c a u se  I am  the w o r ld 's  p o o r e s t

  s a le s m a n .  ̂ '

And w hat a  job I find  m y s e lf  in ! I shou ld  b e  a sh ow m an  and 

a s a le s m a n , a c lo th e s  h o r se  and a p u b lic ity  sounding b o a rd , w ith  a  good  

h e a r t  and a  r e a l  in te r e s t  in  the fo lk s  in  D im e B o x  and R osebu d , a s  w e ll  

a s  N ew p ort and w h atever  the fa n cy  p la c e s  a r e . W ell, the la s t  w id e  

in t e r e s t  I do h a v e .

■ ■ ■ ‘ ■■
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' L unch w as p le a sa n t - -  a l i t t le  s e n s in g , ta lk in g  about th e b u ild in g . 

M r. H irsh h o rn  is  go in g  to  g iv e  a m il l io n  d o lla r s  tow ard  i t .  R o g er  S tev en s  

e s t im a te s  i t  w il l  c o s t  te n  m il l io n . A  d e s ig n  has a lr ea d y  b een  draw n by  

N a t O w in g s. M uch o f h is  c o lle c t io n  i s  s ta tu a ry  and w il l  f i l l  and adorn  the  

s ta tu a r y  gard en , th en  th e  b u ild in g  i t s e l f  w il l  h o u se  th e  r e s t  and th e  p a in t-

T he d e s ig n  i s  ra th er  avant gard e but a ls o  quite th r illin g  w hen  you  

g e t u se d  to  i t .

. In. th e m id d le  o f lu n ch  Lyndon ca m e  in , m e t  everyb od y  a l l  around, 

thanked M r. H irsh h o rn , and qu ite b o ld ly  sa id  w hat I had b een  w anting to  

s a y  and c o u ld n 't—  it  w as g r e a t , w on d erfu l th at the p eop le  o f th e U nited  

S ta te s  w e r e  go in g  to  en joy  h is  w o r k s , but that i t  w ould b e  dow n righ t s e l f i s h  

i f  th e  W hite H ou se  i t s e l f  d idn't get one! M r. H irsh h orn  could  a p p rec ia te  

h im , I  th in k . T h ere  i s  so m eth in g  a lik e  b etw een  th em . T hey  a r e  both  

a g g r e s s iv e .

M r. H irsh h orn  lo v e s  h is  th in gs -- he c a lls  th em  h is  c h ild re n  - -  

h e h a s c o lle c te d  th em  fo r  40 y e a r s .  I a sk ed  h im  to m ake the an n oun cem ent, 

i f  he co u ld , w hen w e have the A r ts  F e s t iv a l  on th e 14th o f Jun e, to w h ich , 

o f c o u r se , w e  hope v e r y  m u ch  th at he w il l  c o m e . B u t he is  go in g  to  E urope  

and I doubt th at a l l  th e a rra n g em en ts  fo r  the g ift  w il l  b e  co m p le ted  by th en .
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B u t -what a coup - -  w hat a  crow n ing  ev en t for  the A rts  F e s t iv a l  i f  th ey  co u ld .

The A rts  F e s t iv a l  is  so m eth in g  that I lo o k  forw ard  to w ith  s h iv e r s  

and a p p reh en s io n . We cou ld  fa l l  f la t  on our f a c e s ,  o r  i t  cou ld  b e  g r e a t .

L yndon b ou n ced  in  a  m o m en t la te r ,  b rin g in g  M r. A randt fr o m  

 B irm in g h a m , A lab am a, our o ld -t im e  la w y er  fr ie n d  who h e lp ed  u s fo llow  

th e  w ind ing cobw eb  o f U n cle  C lau d e’s e s ta te  y e a r s  ago.

T h is  opens a  g r e a t  ch a p ter . We w il l  s e e .  D illo n  R ip le y  u se d  the  

e x p r e s s io n  th at i t  w as th e  g r e a te s t  a r t  g ift that had b een  m ad e — th at i s ,  

i f  i t  i s  m ad e - -  to  th e U n ited  S ta te s  s in c e  Andrew M ello n  in  th e  3 0 ’s gave  

w h at fo rm ed  the N a tio n a l G a lle r y . How w on d erfu l to be a s s o c ia te d -- our  

A d m in is tr a tio n  .with su ch  a th ing!

I san d w ich ed  in  a  l i t t le  ta lk  w ith  L u c i about h e r  in v ita tio n s  for  

grad u ation . It tu rn s out sh e  is  p o s it iv e ly  d e term in ed  not to  sen d  out an y .

Sh e s a y s ,  "M oth er, i t ' s ju s t  a  r e q u e s t  fo r  a  p r e se n t . I t’s  phony, h y p r o c is y  --  

I ’m  n ot go in g  to  do i t .  Oh, y e s ,  I ’m  going to s e e  that c e r ta in  p eo p le  get  

th e r e , l ik e  m y  fr ie n d s  h e r e  in  tow n, but I 'm  not going to  sen d  ou t in v ita -  

t io n s ."  I lo s t  th at b a tt le .

And th en  Cam e th e seco n d  ev en t o f the d ay . F ou r  h ou rs o f w o rk  w ith  

A B C  - -  m ak eu p  b y  M r s . B row n , h elp  fr o m  S im on e - -  a,nd th en  o ff to  th e  

' , L in co ln  M em o r ia l a t f iv e  o 'c lo c k . A  lo n g  s c r ip t , m an y  r e ta k e s , a s  tw ilig h t

d eep en ed  and th e lig h t changed  and ea ch  hue m o r e  b ea u tifu l than  th e la s t .



L.' X ' ; , . . . .

■ 1965

F r id a y , M ay 2 1 s t  (continued)

 F in a lly  a t d ark , w hen th e r e  w a s a m o m en t's  p a u se , th e guard  a sk ed  

m e  to  w a lk  around to  th e o th er  s id e  w ith  h im . And th e r e , a s  w e  lo o k ed  at  

th e  C u stis  M an sion , g low in g  lik e  a  p e a r l on the h i l ls id e ,  h e  p o in ted  out dow n  

b elow  a  s m a ll ,  f l ic k e r in g  lig h t  and sa id , "T hat's th e E te r n a l F l a m e ." It ' 

w a s P r e s id e n t  K en n ed y's g r a v e . I fe lt  e e r ie .  It i s ,  w ithout a  doubt, on  

th e  a x is ,  a  m o s t  m a g n ific en t v ie w , th e  m o s t  w on d erfu l v is ta  in  a l l  the  

U n ited  S ta te s , to  m y  th in k in g .

_  J o h n  Secondari intersperses his takes, while they are changing the 

m a c h in e r y , w ith  a  v a s t  r e p e r to r y  o f in te r e s t in g  s to r ie s  about o th er  d o cu -  

m e n ta r ie s  he h as d on e. O ne co n cern ed  the tim e  he had w ork ed  w ith  th e  

R u ss ia n s  on  so m e  f i lm . T h ey  got quite ta lk a tiv e , qu ite fr ie n d ly , h e  sa id , 

and ta lk ed  about a  S ta te  v is i t  th ey  had m ade to C hina. T h ey  sa id  th e  

ban q u ets w e r e  e la b o r a te , en orm ous - -  c o u r se  a fter  c o u r se  a fter  c o u r s e .  

T h ere  ca m e  a  t im e  in  the m id d le  o f th e lon g  banquet w hen a  ca t and a  

sn a k e  w e r e  brough t in  to  put in  a l i t t le  p it - l ik e  a ren a  - -  a  s ta g e , so  to  

sp e a k  —  r ig h t in  the m id s t  o f  the d in ers  — and had a  d u el to  d eath .

L a te r  on th e d in er s  a te  the van q u ish ed . T h is w as a  b it  hard  on the  

R u s s ia n s . T hey  sa id , "You know , th e C h in ese  a r e  su ch  b a r b a r ia n s ."

• I had brough t a lon g  a  box  o f can d y, w h ich  soon  d isa p p ea r e d . We

had a th er m o s  o f  c o f fe e . T h ere  w a s tak e a fter  take a fter  ta k e , and e v e r y

- 5 - \
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lig h t b e tw een  the co lu m n s at the fo o t o f the sta tu e  of P r e s id e n t  L in c o ln , and 

th en  f in a lly  a fter  9 o ’c lo c k  it  w as o v e r . And, v e r y  w e a ry , I rod e  b a ck  to  

th e  D ip lo m a tic  R e cep tio n  R oom  to  find  th e B i l l  W hites and V ick y , th e ir  

d au gh ter , and M arian ne M eans and E m m et R i o rdon  and J a ck  and C h arlo tte  

B ro o k s  and John C h an cellor  and Jake J a co b sen  and V ick i a l l  g a th ered  

to g e th e r  and w a itin g  fo r  L yndon to  jo in  u s .

T he chop p er  w as on th e ground, th e h o lid ay  s p ir it  w a s in  th e a ir ,  

w e w e r e  a s  good a s  h ead ed  fo r  Cam p D av id . In a  few m in u tes  L yndon jo in ed  

us and o ff w e  w en t in  a v e r y  r e la x e d  m ood  for  a la te  d in n er, r ea d in g  in  

b ed , and to  s le e p  about on e .

I th in k  th e  D om in ican  situ a tio n  m u st b e  lig h ten in g . I do n o t know  

how m u ch  to  b e l ie v e in  the p a p e r s , but L yndon’s s p ir it  i s  l ig h te r  and h is  

fa c e  l e s s  w e a ry , l e s s  lin ed  w ith  tr o u b le .

I lo o k  b a c k  with pr id e  on h is  b r ie f  m om en t or two a t lu n ch  w ith  th e  

H ir sh h o r n s . How q u ick ly  he did and sa id  w hat th ey  w ould  r e m e m b e r  a  

lo n g  t im e . V e ry  g r a c io u s , v e r y  m u ch  aw are  o f th e ir  g ift , o r  p o s s ib le  

g ift . T h at's  one of h is  g r e a te s t  q u a litie s  - -  b e in g  ab le  to  do in  tw o  m in u tes  

w hat cou ld  tak e tw o h o u rs .
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