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: Fr1day, Ma.LZISt U.)h\y .

Somethmg ha.ppened that may be of utrnost J.rnportance in the

art future of the Nation‘s Capital. I had asked Mr and Mrs J oseph

Hu'shhorn to come down from New York for lunch w1th me, 1nv1t1ng

them 1ntent1ona11y th1rty mmutes before the other guests came SO that

- we co,uld;have‘a qulet, personal_tour_ ovf‘t_h:e State Eloor and the Seco'n_d o

"fln exlstence, accordlng 'CO D1llon R1P13Y and Roger StevenS, as well as. [

d . [ .

R an outstandmg collectmn of pamtmgs, 1nc1ud1ng 32 «Agi:onsn For some
: time the Sm1thson1an ‘has been _talklng of h1_m as, I understand, .have_
mani other museums, mcludmg some from'England (he:is Quite afh;.r_t,t.
‘ Mary' Lasker sa'ye») 1n theeffort; to ‘.gethi.m to will or gfve hfs eolleotfon .
to them He has agreed m a ietter to giue'it .to the Smitheonian 1f N
they i:.heet certain 'reQuirements :--a s'e'parate .an'd suita'.hle buflding

bearm g h1s name, _assurance of good care, and 50 forth

So I had asked the Roger Stevens, the D1110n R1p1eys, hls

frlends the Sam Harrlses, and dehghtfully enough the Abe Fortas es
. turn out to be old a.cquamtances of h1s, s0 for my own comfort and

- beneflt I had asked Abe and Ca.rol to Jom us for lunch

I had met Mr H1rsh.horn br1eﬂy before and gathered that

_he is one of those great Amerzcan stor:.es, a man of poor beg:.nmngs, o e

‘Mrz. Id:.rshho:i:-n has the g"reates"‘t collection of modern:seulpture SR




. salesman.
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Friday, May 21st (continued) . .
intelligerice and_'drive, ‘who siezes an opportunity offered in this marrrellous :
land anci acquires 'g'reat‘w: eaith, "a'11 in-'his lifetime. " 1 gtﬂl do not know much

*about it. - I think uranium is the source of his wealth.

. He has_beeh coll»éctin‘g'for forty years. When he began, ,éf o

- i’course he'didri't haife much.money,‘ 'so he told me'.-'; ,He had ar'na.'zi'n'g","-" o

,Tha.t‘s Roger Stevens estlmate. He has seen his collectlon. I ha’ven‘t. :

Well a.t any rate the H1rshhorns came and we had a del:.ghtful

t1me. He loved seemg the Whlte House collect1on and L love showmg it

to pe0p1e who enJoy 1t. He p1cked out one by one the thmgs I 11ke best

_, ii'a,s the ones he 11ked best The Rembrandt Peale, Thomas J efferson s |
. portra:.t, BenJamm Fra.nkhn., He loved the Wh1st1er too and a J ohn Smger
“'v‘/Sa.rgent ! h0pe, of course, that one.oi those 32 Agh:::s w111 come to
“ rest in the thte House, a.nd have charged Roger Stevens and Dr. Dlllon N

"»'-f'-R1p1ey and Abe Fortas w1th that hope, because I am. the world's poorest

\7

' 7 .-And wha.t_i a job I find myself in. I should be a showman arid'

'a salesman, a clothes horse and a publicity sounding board, with a good -
“heart and a real binterest in the folks in Dime Box and Rosebud, as welli-»‘ o

e as Newport.and _'whatever the .fa.n'cy places are. Weli, the last Wiﬁé S

interest I do have.

» ‘unerrmg sort of taste, and plcked out the th1ngs that were g01ng to last. o

et e e e By sl e A & o ek i
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‘- ’thanked Mr. H1rshhorn, and qu1te boldly sa1d what I had been wantmg to

rop e, mr TS =

'est1mates 1t w1ll cost ten m1ll1on. A des1gn ha.s already been drawn by
L Nat megs. Much of lus collect1on 1s statuary and w111 f111 and adorn the

'statua.ry garden, then the bu1ld1ng 1tself w111 house the rest and the pamt- o

: get used to it.

ke 1f the Wh1te House 1tse1f d1dn't get one’ Mr leshhorn could apprec1ate

: hlm,“ I thmk There 1s somethmg al1ke between them. They are both
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Lunch was pleasant ~--a little'sensing, ,talking about the building. -

Mr H1rshhorn is gomg to gwe a m11110n dollars toward it. »Roger Stevens

) The deSJ.gn 1s rather avant garde but also qu1te thnllmg when you o

: In the middle of lunch Lyndon came in, met everybod'y all around

- say and couldn't -- it was great wonderful that the people of the Umted

States were go1ng to en_]oy h1s works, but that it would be downnght se1f1sh

aggresswe. ‘

Mr. Hn:shhorn loves ms th1ngs - he ca.lls them h1s ch11dren -
he has collected them for 40 years. I asked him to make the announcement,

1£ he’ could when we have the Arts Festwal on the 14th of June, to wh1ch

of course, we hoPe Vel‘Y much that he w111 come. - But he 1s g01ng to EuroPe o

. ‘and I doubt that a11 the arrangements for the g1ft w111 be completed by then.«\' s




IR .Blrmmgham Alabama, our old-t1me lawyer fr1end who helped us follow ‘

N
}

©ifitis made - to the Umted States since Andrew Mellon in the 30‘s ga.ve o A

L 'I'm not gomg to do 1t Oh yes, I'm g01ng to see that certarn people get

: expressmn that 1t was the greatest art glft that had been made - that 1s,

what formed the National Gallery: How wonderful to be asso_ciated our

‘Adrninistration Awith such a t_hingl
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' ‘Fr1day. May let (contmued)

But what a coup -~ what a crowmng event for the Arts Fest1val if they' could

: The Arts Festwal is somethmg that I 1ook forward to with sh1vers 1 S

and apprehension. : We could .fall ﬂat on our‘fac_es, or it could be great;

f“ Lyndon bounced in a moment later, bringing Mr -Arandt from

the w1nd1ng cobw eb of Uncle C‘ aude s estate years ago.

' ,_ :‘ Thls 0pens a great chapter. We will see. D1llon R1pley used the . -

. I sandwiched in a little talk with Luci about her invitations £or » .'

’ graduation. ' It turns'out she is positively deterrnined- not to send out any‘

She says, "Mother, 1t‘s Just a request for a present It‘s phony, hyproc:.sy --.',-'.,- |

f there, hke my fr1ends here 1n town, but I‘m not gomg to send out 1nv1ta-

D tions. : YI lost that battle.

' .And then came the second event of the da.y Four hours of work with

‘ ABC -- makeup by Mrs Brown, help from Slmone -- and then o£f to the E

meoln Memonal at five o clock A long scnpt, many retakes, as twﬂlght ST

deepened and the l1ght cha.nged and each hue more beaut:.ful than’ the last.

. | _ 4-




A .._the-Cus.tls Mansmvn,‘ giow 1ng lh.ke a pearl on the h1ilsrde, he pomted out down
below a small ﬂ1cker1ng 11ght and sa1d "'I‘hat's the Eternal Flame.'f It -
4 ".was'Pres’ldent Kennedy s grave. I felt eer1e. _ It is, w1thout a doubt, on o
. the axzs;,.v a.most'magmﬁcent \new, the most wonderful ‘\nstaz in a11 the

o :Umted States, to my th1nk1ng. . L M [ R _
' machmery, w1th a vast repertory of 1nterest1ng stones about other docu- 4

_mentaries he has done. One concerned the ﬁa-g-he had worked with the o g

- b‘anquets we_re elaborate, enormous - cour-se after course after course.
. There came .a"'tin1e' in the middie-of the 1ong banquet“,when a cat and a-

snake were brought in to put m a 11tt1e p1t-11ke arena --a stage, so ) to

- had a thermos of coffee. There was take after take after take, and every"v_ ; L
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. Friday, May 21st (continued) - - '

F1na11y at dark when there was a moment's pause, the guard asked

me to- walk around to the other 51de w1th h1rn.' -And there, as we Iooked at :

,_-»_r\v ; L ; T L . . R S

:,J ohn Secondarl 1ntersperses hlS taces wh11e they are changlng the |

v Rus sians on some fllrn They got qulte talkatlve, qu1te frlendly, he sa1d

E and talked about a State v1s:.t they had made to Ch1na They sa1d the

. Ca speak - r1ght in the m1dst of the dmers - and had a duel to death

Later on the dmers ate the Vanqu1shed Thls was a b1t hard on the
Russians. They sa1d ”You know, the Chmese are such barbarlans."‘ '

I had brought along a box of candy, wh1ch soon dlsappeared We




: ‘Friday, ‘May 21st {continued) |

light between the c,olumns at the ifoot of the statue of President Lincoin, and o
: then ﬁnally after 9 o'clock 1t ‘was over. And very weary, I rode back to an

‘the D1plomat1c Receptmn Room to fmd the Bll]. Whltes and mGy, thelr '

L ?daughter, and Mananne Means and Emmet Reardon and J ack a.nd Charlotte ‘
- :‘Brooks a.nd J ohn Chancellor and J ake J' acobsen and V1ck1 a11 ga.thered \ o

; ‘f"".".together and wa1t1ng for Lyndon to _]om us.’

The chcpper was on the ground the hohday spxrlt was in the alr, ‘

o Vwe.\.n‘ereias, good _as _headed fo:; Ca.mp Day1d._, Ina few»mlnutes Lyndon joined -
. us 'and‘”off we went 1n a very relaxed mood for a late dinner, reading in

" bed, ';hd‘ to sleep about one.

: 'I think the Dominican situation mu'st be 1ightening. 1do: not know

.how much to beheve in the papers, but Lyndon s sp1r1t is 11ghter and h1s

face less weary, less 11ned w1th trouble.“,"" |

-

I look back gt-pride on. h1s br1e£ moment or two at lunch w1th the

H1rs‘1horns. How quxckly he d1d and sa1d what they would remember a_ |

’ long 'time. ‘ Very graclous, very_v much aware of the1r gift,v or possible' o

gift. That's one of his greatest Aqualities -- being able to do in two minutes

what could take two hours. .




