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1965

F rid a y , M ay 28th

B egan  v er y  ea r ly . P oor dear Jean Louis w as routed out o f h is  

bed to be down at the White H ouse at sev en  o 'c lo ck  and com b m e for m y  

ABC day at Mount V ernon.

I le f t  about 7:30 - -  a jew e l o f a day, fresh -w a sh ed  by the ra in  

the night b e fo re , c le a r , bright, golden, the r iv er  sparkling, M t. Vernon  

so  green  and o rd er ly  and im p r e ss iv e .

We w ent into the C urator's o ffice , and th ere they had hot coffee  

and stra w b err ie s  fr e sh  from  G eorge W ashington's own garden, w ith  

pow dered sugar to dip them  in . It w as a litt le  p ast 8, they didn't open  

to  the public until 9. The cam eras w ere  on the front lawn, w h ere a l l  o f 

our n arration  took p la ce , and it  w as a w onderful two and a h a lf h o u rs. 

M ira cle  indeed, w e fin ish ed  on tim e, including p ictu res of m e and a ll  

th e sta ff. I am  getting quite chum m y w ith th ese  people now.

:. John and H elen  Jeanne Secondari, h is w ife — th ey  have a two 

m on th s-o ld  baby — th e ir  D irecto r , I think he w as, w ith a broad in fectiou s  

grin , who k eep s on talk ing about getting a toupé . It w ent fa st , though we 

had to stop and do it  over with an o cca sio n a l plane fly ing  o v er . The 

scr ip t  w as in  tune with what I think of G eorge W ashington's re la tio n  

to  the cap ita l i t s e lf  and th is V irg in ia  cou n trysid e. The only troub le w as, 

i t  kept the public from  th is view  for a w hole hour. The curator to ld  m e, 

to m y  su r p r ise , that a top crow d for them  w as 15, 000 a day. The W hite
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F rid ay , M ay 28th (continued)

H ouse had 17, 000 in  two hours th is sum m er , and on a peak Saturday, a 

fou r-h ou r day la s t  y ea r , w e had over 25, 000. We talked about the p rob lem s  

o f upkeep, crow d con tro l, a ll the things that happen when you a re  p reserv in g  

a house that is  r e a lly  a  sh r in e . How in terestin g  to think that th is  w as s t i l l  

in  p riva te  hands 60 y ea rs  a fter G eneral W ashington's death, and it  has only  

b een  open to the public for a lit t le  over a hundred y e a r s , and that by the 

devotion  and p e r s is te n c e  o f a group of w om en, the Mount V ernon L ad ies  

A sso c ia tio n .

The curator show ed m e som e ea r ly  paintings of M t. Vernon - -  

"p r im it iv e s ," I suppose you would c a ll them  - -  that had recen tly  com e into  

th e ir  hands by w ill from  som eone who lived  in M a ssa ch u setts .

On the w ay back  we film ed  the drive and the r iv e r , b eca u se  the 

r iv e r s '  r e la t io n s  to  c it ie s  are  one of the big prob lem s and the b ig  oppor-

tu n ities today in  the beau tification  p rogram .

And then, getting hom e about 11:30, I spent the next th ree  hours  

on d esk  w ork. But it  w as too beautifu l to be in d oors, so  I s e t  up shop on 

the Trum an B alcon y . F ir s t  A shton and I w orked, and then B e s s  and I, 

and then lunch on a  tray , and then L iz  and I talked about the V irg in  Islands  

tr ip . She had ju st gotten back the night b efo re , and looked exhausted .

-  2  -  ' .........
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F r i d a y ,  M ay  2 8 th  ( c o n t in u e d )

I w e n t  in  a n d  ta lk e d  w ith  L u c i .  H igh  on a  m o u n ta in - to p ,  h e r  l a s t
>•

f in a l  th e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  r e a d y  to b u rn  h e r  s a d d le  s h o e s  th a t  s h e  h a s  w o r n  fo r  

fo u r  y e a r s  a t  N a t io n a l  G a th e d r a l l  She  s a y s  she  t i e d  th e m  th e  f i r s t  d a y  s h e  

w e n t  to  s c h o o l  an d  n e v e r  has  un tied  th e m  s in c e .  T h e y  lo o k  i t .  I a m  th in k in g  

of b r o n z in g  th e m ,  a s  one  do es  a  b a b y  sh o e .

B i l l  H i tc h c o c k  h a s  b e en  o u r  h o u se  g u e s t  f o r  a b o u t  tw o w e e k s  n ow . 

L u c i  c a l l s  h im  h e r  b r o t h e r .  She le a n s  on  h im .  R e a l ly  h e 's  a  v e r y  c o n -  

g e n ia l ,  q u ie t  b u t  s o p h is t i c a te d ,  y o u n g s te r ,  an d  h e  h a s  j u s t  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  

a  y e a r  in  G e r m a n y  w ith  h is  f a th e r ,  w ho h a s  a  b u s in e s s  m a c h in e  o r g a n i z a -

t io n  r a t h e r  l ik e  IBM  o v e r  t h e r e .

S o m e th in g 's  a b re w  w ith  L u c i .  W e 'l l  so o n  s e e .  J  SANTITt j j H

SANrnZBD I h ap p y  a s  a  l a r k ,  fu l l  of

g Io r io u 3 ^ T a n s"? o ^ ! ! I5 ‘? f f l f f f i e r ^ m 5  a  s e r io u s  p lan ,  to o .  S h e  r e m i n d e d

m e  th a t  on h e r  b i r t h d a y ,  J u ly  2nd, sh e  w an ted  to be  c o n f i r m e d  o r  b a p -

t i z e d ,  w h a te v e r  you  c a l l  i t ,  in to  the  R o m a n  C a th o l ic  C h u rc h .  S h e  g o es  

to  w o rk  on J u n e  2 1 s t  a n d  b e tw een  now and  th e n  sh e  s a y s ,  " M o th e r ,  y o u 'v e  

n e v e r  s e e n  a n y b o d y  p la y  l ike  I 'm  going  to  p la y .  " She lo o k ed  lo v e ly .

N oth ing  r e m a i n s  of NCS ex ce p t  p r a c t i c e  and  F la g  D ay  and  p re p a r . ; . t io n  

f o r  f in a l  g r a d u a t io n  T u e s d a y ,  Ju n e  1 s t .
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F r i d a y ,  M a y  28 th  (c o n t in u e d )

_____1 ____ _________3 ____ ___________________  C U ^

p.

hope m o s t ly  she  ■will s l e e p .  S h e  h a s  d eep  

c i r c l e s  u n d e r  he  e y e s .  She  looks too th in .  She  h a s  w o r r i e d  m u c h  and  

s l e p t  l i t t l e  th i s  l a s t  w e e k .  She s t r i v e s  so  h a r d  f o r  A 's ,  an d  s h e ' l l  p ro b a b ly  

m a k e  th e m .

I h a d  b e e n  a d a m a n t  abou t n o t  going to T e x a s  w ith  L y n d o n  l a s t  

n ig h t  b e c a u s e  I w a n te d  to f i l l  th is  d a te  w ith  A B C , and  a l s o  a  m o n th  o r  so  

ag o  I h a d  a c c e p te d  a n  in v i ta t io n  f r o m  th e  R e g e n ts  and  th e  S e c r e t a r y  of th e  

S m i th s o n ia n  f o r  a  d in n e r  an d  th en  to c u t  the  r ib b o n  a t  th e  S t u a r t  D a v is

M e m o r i a l  E x h ib i t io n .  So , a t  s e v e n  o 'c lo c k  in  m y  w hite  s a r i  d r e s s  - -  th e
t

f i r s t  t im e  I 'v e  w o rn  i t  - -  I w ent to  B a r n e y  H o u se ,  a  r e l i c  of d a y s  p a s t  

on  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  A v e n u e .  The g h o s t  of C h a r le s  M a r s h  w e n t  w i th  m e .

He l iv e d  n o t  m o r e  th a n  a  b lo c k  aw ay .

In  i t s  d a y  i t  w as  an  e leg a n t ,  th o u g h  odd, o ld  h o u s e ,  b u i l t  b y  

a  w e a l th y  fa m i ly ,  w i th  a  s o r t  o f s tu d io .  The w ife  p a in te d .  T h e r e  w as  

a  l i t t l e  s t a g e  in  th e  h o u s e ,  r o o m s  on d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s ,  c a r v i n g s ,  a r c h e d  

w in d o w s w ith  le a d e d  p a n e s .  I w as  to ld  th a t  W alt W h itm an  u s e d  to  c o m e  

t h e r e  to  r e a d  h is  p o e t r y  and  S a r a  B e r n h a r d t  to a c t ,  j u s t  a s  a  g u e s t .  I t 

w a s  f r e q u e n te d  b y  m a n y  a r t i s t s  in  h is  d a y  and  is  fu l l  o f th e  p a in t in g s  of 

M r s .  B a r n e y ,  q u i te  r e m i n i s c e n t  of W h is t l e r  and  v e r y  good, I th o u g h t .

S o m e b o d y  th a t  sh e  had  p a in te d  lo o k ed  to m e  l ik e  E d w a r d  the  

f e i g n i n g  l^Ionarch  of E n g lan d ,  and  a n o th e r  looked  l ik e  W h i s t l e r ,  q u ite
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F r id ay , M ay 28th (continued)

rom an tic  looking pain tings, m o st of them .

■ I sa t n ex t to  D illon  R ip ley  and a c r o ss  from  M rs. A deline B r e e sk in .

' Strong, p atr ic ian  fea tu res , looks like a D u c h e s s ,  and h a s, am azin g ly , v ery  

avant garde ta ste  in  pain tings.

The widow of the a r tis t  w hose paints -were to be shown, M rs . Stuart 

D a v is , and h er young son, rath er for lorn  looking litt le  boy, not m o re  than ten , 

he looked , w ere  am ong the g u e s ts . A lso , v e ry  su rp r is in g ly , G eorge Mahon 

o f T exas and H elen , who is  one of the R egents of the Sm ithsonian . I hope he 

enjoys it  a s  m uch as Lyndon. And the B il l  F u llbrights — no su r p r ise  that 

he should be a  R egent - -  v e r y  appropriate.

One of the things that delighted  m e m ost about that m a n y -facete d 

husband of m ine i s  th a t his w orks as V ice P resid en t included two things I had 

thought he would not take m uch in te r e st  in - -  being a part o f the Sm ithsonian  

and a p art of the N ational G eographic — and they turned but to b e  two things  

he lik ed  m o st, studied m o st, and attended.

In the group of 70 th ere  w ere m any arty  p eop le . B i l l  Walt o n  w as 

th ere  m aking things l iv e l ie r .  I had talked with h im  about try ing  to m ake our 

ABC film  m ore d ow n -to-earth , able to  give m ore ideas to the lady w atching  

i t  in  her liv in g  room  in Sioux F a lls  or D im e B ox, and he has b een  search in g  

for  som e id e a s . L iv e ly , a ttractive  m an. No wonder M rs . K ennedy found 

him  so  con gen ia l.

— ---- _______________________ -------------- ------------------------------  -- --------- ^
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F rid a y , M ay 28th (continued)

Then down to the Sm ithsonian  - - fam ilia r  scen e  - - that i s ,  a 

■whole phalanx o f retrea tin g  cam e r am en with flash ing b u lb s. But suddenly  

som eth ing  quite unfam iliar - -  an enorm ous elephant right in  front of u s, 

one of the S m ithson ian’s m ain  ex h ib its . ,

The ribbon w as stretch ed  c lo se  by.; I cut it, and then w e had 

about th irty  m inutes o f v iew ing the paintings . Stuart D avis (I had looked  

at h is  b roch u res ea r lier ) w as b illed  a s  being one of the A m erican  G reats  

for the la s t  30 or so  y ea r s , having died only th ree y ea rs  ago . B old , p r im a ry

c o lo r s  - -  I lik ed  h is  e a r lie r  things m uch b e tter . They looked lik e  the

in sp ira tion  for a  lo t o f a ttr a c t iv e  m odern w allp ap ers, household d es ig n s .

am using fa m ilia r  things a ll  thrown in together in a so r t of a m ontage.

And winding up h is  l ife  w ith great sp la sh es  of b r illia n t red s , 

oran ges and y e llo w s, to w h ich  I do not re la te  at a l l .  I asked  M rs. D avis  

i f  I could arrange a lit t le  p r ivate  tour through the White H ouse for her and 

h er lit t le  boy the next day. I tr ied  to m ake m y v is it  m ean a lit t le  som eth ing  

to  a l l  the Sm ithsonian  people who are so  helpful to us at the W hite H ouse.

And le ft  about 9:30 for freed om , a quick change of c lo th es, out 

to  the a irp ort in  a gust of ra in  w ith  a threatening sky, on to the lit t le  p lane, 

and T exas-b oun d . And high tim e . I  fe lt  such a sen se  of r e le a s e ,  so  glad  

to  be going hom e for a few d ays.
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F rid ay , M ay 28th (continued)

It had b een  a bad day for Lyndon. We had gotten w ord of h is  ^  

tr ip  to W aco to r e c e iv e  the honorary d egree through NATO w arn in gs, the 

p r e s s  plane carry in g  h is lit t le  podium  and telep rom p ter and being held  up 

b y  th e  s to r m  and n ever  getting th ere , but I know he had fin a lly  gotten  hom e 

to  the ranch to r e s t ,  to haven.

I f e l l  a s leep  sh ortly  a fter  w e got aboard, and lucky it  w as that 

I did, b eca u se  when I got to the ranch the p ilo t sa id , rather a p o lo g etica lly , 

"I am  so r r y , M rs. Johnson, about that bad w eath er." I d idn't  even  know 

it  had been , but they  t e l l  m e it  w as as rough a trip  a s  w e have ev er  had.

And so , d e lic io u s ly  at hom e and craw ling into bed with Lyndon  

at about two o 'c lo ck  - -  in stead  of landing at the ranch, w e had had to land  

in  A ustin  and d rive  out b ecau se  of the w eath er..

- 7  -
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