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Monday, May 3 lst

Our last day at the ranch Much to do. v Tony and Matf1am)fa

a.rr1ve- from Santa Fe about 10 30 I asked them to r1de around over

the ranch w1th me and Pat Taylor 80 we could talk more plans w1th h1m

'f;’-'for harvestmg bluebonnet seeds, ,ﬂomon plant seeds from the Schornhorst, SR

‘v."“v‘plantz.ng :them up and' down the s1des of the runway, where they would be

| a carpet of. w11d ﬂow ers théﬁ' we taxted in from Washmgton some Sprmg

day :nerct &'ear, some .other year, puttmé 1n drar‘natlc.clusters of yucca.
- ;at the stone entrance where you turn off the old hrghway mto the LBJ Ranch VR

And perhaps at the turn, where the road branches to go down to Orrole 's .

_ or up to our house. And maybe a group of ﬂow ering trees in the 11ttle |

-curve of the road there'-#;- mainly, of course, ‘ retama.; redb‘ud'-#-' I have
always wanted a long alleq of bloommg trees, but don't have the eye to

?know where they should be.

'We went to the b1rthp1ace house. .I must findva new name‘for "that'

_ .-;_It sounds 80 pompous. The plantmg looks very small a.nd there are washes , e
| ‘but the pecan trees are growmg beaut:.fully and the bluebonnets.v’ We need
S a walkway Tony and Mat[:lana. were charmed Every t1me I come, Luc1a '

- has added somethlng ' Th1s time a qu11t done by Greatgrandmother George

'Washmgton Bames -~ over a hundred years old precxous and fragﬂe, it -

must be protected v‘m'ce_llophane.”'

‘- 1 -




_‘.'Ther‘e were'nurn‘erous v‘g’reet1ngs.; ‘requests for p1ctures. I d1d 11: a11 - ‘j
. gracrously, B! hope, but qu1ck1y We d1scus sved the alternate plans ‘for o
e ;pathwa.vs Lyndon w1th an unerrrng eye‘ sald‘ l”vDon't Just have .’c‘ernent
. .\'_Anybody can have cement | It looks 8o c-ommo‘n'r I-lave some kmd of_ ". ,‘
stone hke bw.hat wde have around here._'""" And:there 1t ﬁas before our"‘."'
re‘yes.!. vaiouSlv, "the stone »vfoundat.ion th.a,-ti‘t.}.lyep' house isv made Out o:.;E‘ TR
' and the well itself. So indigenous, o much st home. Butthiswe

- learned --it must be _laid"on a foundation of cement because from now .

- we, learn from tha.t is to bu11d strong.

.'I‘hat is'where evervbody goes to take pi'ctures." And fr'om—jessie'is’ o

lwalkway there must be a httle spur leadmg across the grass to 11:. L

', the w ell and a gently sloping curve by the gate on the west side.

1965

| Mondéy;"’May 31st (continued)

We drove onin toJ ohnson C1ty -- Pat, Mat,ﬁana. and I-- and

X met Roy Wh1te there at the Sam Johnson House. Pubhc hours had begun ; s

' on we are bu11dmg for heavy traff1c, and probably for a long tlme. N

Thls is the th1rd week that the house has been open.‘ The

smallest crowd a day has been 71 the largest about 397 Themoral >

T We decided there rnust be a ﬂagstone terrace around the well. i i

And then from the back door a fa:.rly smable l1tt1e apron 80 that when -

'a busload of people are ushered out the back door there is a b1t of a. i'

place to stand on en masse. - Then a walkway leading out atthe Y to C
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e had a n1ce talk wzth Da.le Malechek -- 1n fact he ha.d Spent the mght

L Monday."'Max"Sls't ‘(continued)“:’“'-."..*V;_.‘--'?:' e

ragged a bit unt1l 1t ca.n be mowed :m J une but how lovely it could be g

country boy not aira1d of work. He can handle the end of the shovel

f‘ house,

f'-";.a. park_rneetmg that m:Lght last all day, hz.s secretary sa1d I asked

1965 1

lked to Pat about rny' plans for w1ldflow er seeds across the south end,-‘ B

- ‘,where it would remam -rather natural I know 11: w1ll be 1ll-kept and

He fhas'ha.dthree years of college studymg gardenmg, landscape l _

‘work park admm:.stratmn and, accordmg to Mr ,Urbanovsky, 1s a

as:‘w ell as. the end of the penc1l Yesterday I show ed h1m the Mart:.n :

a.nd.tha.t 1s where he w:.ll lwe. The Dav1ses w1ll feed h1m He '? ; :

,d then we drove by the bank Roy had gone mto Austm for

Ernest to come out and talk w1th us, ‘and tactfully (I hoPed) went over

T~

" the attra.ctwe plans Mr Mynck had drawn for the plantmg around

‘ the bank and also a dr1ve-1n to the w1ndow, and 1n the space between

the dnves ‘a hve oak tree. some ground plantmg, a 11ttle 1vy along

the walls of the ban.k somethmg na.txve a.nd proba.bly ﬂower1ng at

the s_outh end to screen what"I belxeve wxll be air ~-conditioning equipment.
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.the stra1ght st1f.f 11nes. Ernest cbuldn't have cared less. Lyndon w1ll
E :_: i_:.t“be my best ally I h0pe we can wm over A W It could make a dﬂference

B :'betw een functmnal and charmmg So far the bank is really dehghtful

| l.Lynda Blrd's and my g1ft to Johnson Clty.'. There are scrubby, ragged
| 'hackbernes lmed up in the mxddle of the broad street betw een the bank
* and the c0urthouse. I would love to take them out and' replace them.
‘w1th l1ve oaks 1n a ‘sometnhat. lar gerv“oval shaped area, sand f111ed for
Jdralnalge, and w1th plnk gramte ch1pp1ng ‘or blocks to top the sand. .-
‘Pat Taylor thought 1t was a good 1dea and they would grow .' Lynda‘
B Bn:d is w1111ng to use part of her check from LOOK for that purpose..

e I have put in the flfty dollars Lyndon gave me for Mother 8 Day and
A »Mother and Daddyl.

- »_and hardware. go1ng on. out the ma1n h:.ghway street Oh yes, an.d the :

‘attract:.ve old : Ja1l woul_d be __o.ne bonn‘dar_y.. I vc_:ontnbuted the 1dea of a

Y
A
O
4
]

W

1965

Monday, .May' 31st (continued) v

Largel'tnbs' of greene’ry, about four 'across the_unort_h front of the"ban‘k,'

and then, most»delightful;, at :the'northwest corner, a live oak to softeri ,

And then I show ed h1m what I hoped to be my glft or maybe

wha.tever else 1t took A g1ft to J ohnson Clty, really in honor of Lyndon s ';

Lyndon Jomed me, that very remarkable man, _and outlined“his i

plans for a small c1ty park bounded by the bank pr0pert:y, the postoffzce B
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Monday, May 31st (continued)

‘cedar rail fence around it such as we have at the Sam Johnson house..

There are nice trees ther‘e. " And the four old men who play dominos

and who go on and on for decades, since my earliest memory, could .

: :.rr‘zo\vrie __their g;me from CaéPar_is'_s_ to the park. vTher’e— 'couid -be natlve
'shrub.s.' ".a‘hd‘henche‘e ‘,. '.a. ‘pl.a_tce tohold ‘politi..oa-l”rheeting's'vlvhen they nee&_‘ec‘l”-‘
Ft‘o be outdoors b‘ Itwouldbe somethmgto be prOud of, lncase -TOhnson
- _C1ty grmvns.v.,_.. ' | R | | A » |
| S We w‘ere back a.t the ra.nch for lunch about 1 30 tak1ng ROY whlte o
w1th us and d1scuss1ng the wa.lkways at the Blrth Place house, a fan_";b

sha.ped exit from the west entrance of the mam house, the problem of

_’thmgs to the porch and the rugs. '
-'_.I heard the shocking hews_ thet my long-time tree 'rhan, Mzx. I

: .:»1:1.a'.d been killed in an automobile accident a week or SOhefore. He had

just ﬁuished w orklngon the trees at the main ranch and the greveyard |
About four o clock we hehcoptered over to the Ha,ywood ta.kmg

Tony a.nd Matytlana., and went boa.tmg Lyndon rode in the small boat

o

. taking Beegle and no dOubt giving a near hea.rt attack to the‘Secret' '
Servvice as he roe,red' up ’a.nd' dowh the lake, hi.ms elf at the wheel, very‘
- fa.st Wlth Bea.gle barklng a.t us as though he would eat us up, a.nd Liyndon

'sa.ylng "Slc em, Beagle,kslc 'em ”  :

Tiobes
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: parkmg there -- 1t‘s a regula.r mudhole by the gate now and does dreadful S
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Monday, May 31st (continued)

" The grea.t bush ten feet high at the corner of-the Haywood house

was covered with gardenias. ; Mal?tiana and I put one in our hair.  After

‘ two grey days, Saturday and Sunday, Monday was beautiful and we .

couldn‘t hear to leave, so we put off the time until '9 o‘clock. I?rhade ;

a.rrangements for Lynda‘s 11tt1e frlend Mary Ne11 van F 1eet, to Jom

us and r1de back w1th us. We boated down to Mary Mar garet‘s hous e,

‘ ‘and then I took a good 1ong walk There are new houses gomg up every
‘time we return. All the pe0p1e were out worlung in their yards, and 1

spoke with everybody as we passed but they pay less attentlon to us

there than if we were some place away from home, 'which is pleasant,

i

Melvin WintJrs bad promised to give us a fish dinner, so we

| heiicbptered 1n to h."ts house 1n Johnson City a.nd sat out in his lovely .
.‘vback yard -- San Augustme grass’ ‘like a lush carpet, br1ck-paved pat1o;
~;.}Me1v1n hunself irymg the f1sh -- and such a d1nner, fJ.t for a Klng
: Manallen told us - N1taneuer \‘roould have ‘-\- that theJ.r grahddaughter, ‘

ACarol had won the Statew1de contest in prose rea.dmg I love for people

to be thrilled about my- chlldren, and so I congratulated them enthus1as -
tically, and then Nita did talk about it. She used the express:.on, ”Nobody

from here ever won a.nythlng before. " We11 really, at least I can th1nk

of one other! .
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' .know a word of. Spamsh.' I tnought it was ad.:.‘:

Mr. Gu\.rra wa.s refreshmgly charmmq Pe sa.1d “I have a lu}mp ;'.n‘my»' :

| St. ofephens, then Harva.rd fO.). la,w, ihem uhe thmks, even O}:ford - T am . ,-‘ ‘

Mbnda.y, May 31lst {continued)

“They ha.ci_ a friend from El Paso, Ia.Mr. Gﬁerré, Mexican -4: ‘

' A“nerlcan now, of cour e. Tony remarke& that he had learned to speak
N Soamsh befo*e he lea.rned Engl ish. Hl‘-} ate *a.ct ive 11ttle son, who d1dn‘t

’A'look in the leo.st Mex1ca.n, sand -- a.nd ra,ﬂxer proudly - that he d1dn‘t

EE

I sat at the ta.ble w1th the Guem‘nae, father and son, and Marlallen. . _‘ : :

‘fthroa.t ever since I met the President, bui: he" is just a irian, like dfherl G :
: men, isn t he 2 Marla.J.en had been catl\mg to ‘me a'bout her amb:tmn s

v A )
‘to serd W 11 off to school before he is throu;;,h w1th hlgh school probably ;
. : i)

- proud of hex for .Wanting it I ho‘;x-z sho.wins. She (has‘obsta_‘nclesf - a
'v‘sellir;g job to do. But I'm with her, at leaet as far as Harv'a'rd,‘ Na‘.ncl I
-den‘t put it past her. She has indeed g;irowh with the years I hav'eik"nbwnni :

“hex, and they are now 15 or more. -

ot —

I*Ir.)w We savor every,da.y herei Fou the first tixne Iam beglnnlng

to beheve ‘rhat Lyndon could retlre and bc nappy Maybe tcach a 11ttle, .

| be 1Lterested in the Johnso*x Library if 11_ u}nﬂ s into be1ng, ranch bam:, _'

C r1de ovcr country endlessly, esp\.cw.ally Lt the sun 5é'rh mn{r and there is .

grass and ca Lﬂ.e to se\,, and Inaybe bu!Ld the Johnson Clty Pdrk Th

will always be interests for kis ‘ravening energy.
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Monday, May 31st (continued)

It was nine o'clock v'vhen‘we‘vrea.c'he'd Austin,' Bergstrom, .entered

QUcdresrr

Lo Air Force One, a.nd set off for Arme-tan After an hour of talk w1th the staff
- Lyndon went prornptly to sleep, a g1ft from God and I la.y rather wretchedly

o in the dark, but restmg. We were home in bed by 2 o clock




