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o ‘Matf.xd”Tony and Dlana 1nto one car so that they could be r1ght behmd R

'. us, w1th a spht second departure of Ly'ndon, Lynda B1rd and me. "

: On the way inI had passed to my great dehght, Wllhe Day, Helen S

'and Gene. Luc1 had not forgotten them, but I ha.d been sad to nae e‘f
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1965

Tuesday, June 1st U.J*'\V ‘

e VLueytr's graduation day -- red-letter, great day in our lives,

I ro:ute.d poor Jean Louis out at dawn for a shampoo and set at the |
. 'White‘HOus.e, my hairk stiff as an African bushman's from a week
‘ spent with ABC and constant vspray"lng and from riding windblown = -

" on fast boats .o

And then at 10 ) clock ready for the Ca.thedral usherlng

Caught between sympathy for h1m and 1mpat1ence because of the '

1mportance of the day, I fre ted nervously, but we were only' hve

H
i
Lot
i
1
i
!

minutes late. :
And then into the great grey Cathedral Lynda and I Seated”

on the front row and Lyndon escorted to a chair below the pulp1t

' Zephyr, boardmg the elevator Just as I left the Whlte House, lookmg '

a.shen and being yhelped l)y the arms ups‘ta.irs'to lie down. She was ill,

all dressed for the graduatlon, but didn't feel hke gomg. Iam. worr1ed

| about Zephyr .

7:,-' __;_.'_I‘he cerernony was all pomp and display.. What'a“beautiful e .

_ instrument is the voice of 'Dean Sayre, _ Frail,. scholarl.y—look_'ing: IR
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' ‘Tuesdaj‘r, June 1st (contintied)

Bisho_p,Creighto‘nhwvas there, and also solid,'ma.sculine B1shop Hines from |

Texas.

The class f11ed in. Luc:. looked lovely in a long sleeved wh1te

., dress, lace, tha.t she had des1gned and Lucmda had made, her han: S
:,black and glos sy, her face angehc, uphfted When they called out the
. Cum La.udes, she was not among them' To her great credlt, her grades '
_.ha.ve’_heen bei-:ter_ahd hetter eaoh semester for the‘las’t‘year‘_and a halff "
And thal:._dnder}_t;he:shock of the'ohange in our lives. I‘am very proud -

' of her‘;

I was proud too, of Lyndon s speech He warmed up to- 1t by

saymg that he would miss the small consolatlon of knowmg that no matter

: fr‘o.m;l_\lat‘ional "Cathedral,and by 'aski.ng' their p'ardori for being a :rather,

solemn old man,

e —
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how much homew ork the night held for him, LuCi had b'rought home ,more...;:'/ G
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_ Tuesdayi, June l1st (continued)

and then asking the pardon_bf young and lnvely girls for the solernn'f:alk :

of an old man, he launched into a foreign policy speech. .. One of the' o

. lines 1 liked best,' as he intefpoleted it, I am sure, .‘v'v'hen he'éa.id {rery,
i -emotmnally how happy 1t ha.d ma.de h1m when Luc1 had deC1ded to lea.rn

) nur51ng a.nd spend her 11fe helpmg pe0p1e

It was a stra.nge speech dehvered on the ﬂoor of the Cathedral

. .’not 1n the pu1p1t There,'.w_'as no 1_ntroduct1on at all, and at the end'no .

Jare
L

i cla.ppmg, of course‘. ‘A robed official -:'-" a.sert of an acobgzte, I snppoee I
w1th a b1g mace (so 11tt1e 1 know of church h1erarchy and vestrnents)

' started to lead him back to join ns Lyndon walked aw ay from h1m.

I_had"'a. dreadful moment 'when I thought he was proba.bly gomg over - . -

~ and shake hands with all f:he assembled siﬁ;ty gifls - bnt what he did

was go over é.nd kiss Luci, and she looked 1ike~_a1.1 the angels had

descended from Heavenen{i.‘fofmed a ring a.:.;ound her.

. Then ‘h‘e:jsa.,twivthv usfor the- rest _oé .the ceremony _’.‘." imPreesiVé, ,
th‘z.-:\illing",. | patriotic. So".heund .up.v.‘)‘e.s Iin t.he Pdmpend Circqmstandze o
1twas hard to i-éalize tha,tvth.is was f.he end of five ye;rs of NCS for =
Luc1 -'End -- and the best

A Out51de, Lyndon ma.de surpnsmgly a.greea.ble talk w1th Dean '

R Sayre, extollmg the v1rtues, most 51ncere1y beheved of the fa.culty

- of NCS --<M1ss Lee, MISS Fry, all of them -- wha.t they have done ,

..1_'
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Tuesday, June lst {(continued)

.for'v_the g'irls, what they have meant in their lives. - Then he went to the
Greens and conératulated graduates,‘ standmg 1n 11ne a-while wtth M1ss .
Lee, hugged and kissed Helene. 4 Her lovely Mother and Jovlal Father |
" were beammg too.. Walter and ﬁanetta Washmgton were there -- thezr.-

| daughter had been one of the cum 1audes,' and so,'_had_Marlena‘Johnson,'

the only two Negroes, I beheve, in the class

Mary Anna Howard and June McElvey s Father - she s stﬂl m

'Scotland returnmg next month Lynda in a navyr dress w1th whlte

polka dots and a bowler hat looked very s0ph1st1cated very sleek
and grown -- I was so proud of her

" But today was LuC1 s day Her ha1r was a raven 8 wmg,

and her face was rad1ant She had sat up until four o clock the -
- nlght before autogra.phmg MITERS their yearbook and also = a ‘ . ‘i
_ ':-11tt1e steel engravmg of the Wh1te House for each of her classmates

I stayed f_or lunch.._» Bish0p H1nes sat betw_ een_ Luc1 and ‘rne,‘ .

the:if:Lindows'at the same table,‘ another little classmate Idon't o

know who's off to Smith. One of the nicest things I heard all day =

was Mlss Scudder's "We'll miss Luci and we'll miss these big R

bo'y“s,- too,' " she'_:sald as she patted one _of‘the Secret Service rnen S

l"

on the arm

"-'."‘_.v-’E‘J'Youngsters had swarmed over me for autographs - I d1dn't

I saw some of Lynda s old graduates S | enmfer Urquehart, S

T
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Tuesday, June 1st (continued)

mind a bit. The air was full of confusion and emotion, tears and
laughter and beaming parents.

Lynda hadn't stayed for lunch. She had gone to join 'Liz
for lunch with Herman Wouk, author of Marjorie Morningstar and

a book about the Virgin Islands, Please Don't Stop the Carnival.

SANITIZED

puncC”as Itltsrspersea witli*cSoolRongs”- someone would
give a signal, the girls would rise and in clear, beautiful voices
sing songs about school days that were really quite superior, voices
and lyri~. ~ I think some of them have a future in musical comedy!

And then the rest of the day petered off into hurry and confusion
and overtaxing of my strength. For the first time [ realized that
I was very, very tired and cross with too many people. Mrs. Smith
and Mrs. Brown had both come down from New York to spend the
night, the afternoon, whatever it took to wind up small things in
the West Room and my office-dressing room and big things in the
Reception Room, Lyndon's own office, and the Cabinet Room itself.
I had called Mr. Ketchum and Juanita to get some research and
information on Lyndon's desk -- it had been his as Majority Leader

. 3.
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Tuesday, June 1st {(continued) -

inv P;38 made a‘bout the turn of the century',by German'craftsmen in

'the Cap1tol 1tself It ha.d years of work 1nvested in 1t ‘I do not want

; to change 1t. And the chalrs 1n h1s off1ce I found were kput there m.- _
| the t1me of 'I‘vheodore Roosevelt; wlhen Roos.evelt h1msel£ had that
' ‘wzng”‘butlt -- I.clo not uant to change them : But the wh1te ‘goode 1n
h1s ofﬁce -~ God forb1d‘ : The‘ three-;faced televzslon set the huge ‘
| tlcker; _ They look like the cold rneat eOunter at the Safeway and the -

huge deepfree_ze of some very prov1dent'farmer. I yearn to get the one

'Dr.'Stanton has had designed hy a furniture creator who has researched -

“in the Metropolitan Museum’ Of Art.
T am gomg to love the Receptmn Room The red rug, the

-' 'red Fortuny wmg chalrs say, Come In WelcomeI Now we are '

= g01ng to do over the an01ent black lea.ther sofa.s w1th a red Chlppendale .

de51gn that is elegant and httmg Dr McClellan from the Sm1thson1an o

'has prov1ded a Wh1st1er, a Glackens, a Sloane We have Ruth Carter

J’ohnson s cowboy by Remmgton or Russell -- they are 1nextr1cably
w WX lmked 1n my mmd Dolores Brown obtamed for us A1d1ng_A Comrade

P Q.

M by R:nungton or Russell

’3@. ‘ o I would like so much though to get a portralt of Theodore
o Roosevelt, vbeca.use he crea.ted this Wlng, thereby savmg us who

et E L T 4 -
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Tuesday, June Ist (continued)

live in the White House from having all the business operation right on
top of us.

This whole project -- the Reception Room., his office, the Cabinet
Room -- should take weeks, and not harried minutes. I'm fighting for
time, maybe a losing battle. It was a torn afternoon -- Bess needed
some time to talk about the Arts Festival coming up June 14th that I
look forward to with so much apprehension and uncertainty -- Liz to
talk about the Virgin Islands and brief me on all of it -- Ashton to get
me to sign mail and discuss many small problems and the disposition
of rooms to the many, many house guests that are coming for the next
five days while I will be gone -- Helen to talk about clothes to take on
the trip -- and finally, and more importantly, goodbyes to Lynda. I
found myself being very cross with her when she phoned in a casual
voice just to chat, and with Luci, who is still riding the peaks. Luci
had finished with her saddle shoes. She had said she was going to burn
them. 1 told her I was going to bronze them and save them as one
\pould a baby shoe. All four years through NCS, and never, according

to Luci, untied since the first day she put them on!

SANmZBD
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Tuesday, June 1st (continued)

Meanwhile, Stevie and Bill had been excitedly chattering with
me about a surprise party they'were going to put on for Luci in the
Solarium, beginning at 9 o'clock. They had collected a list of her
friends -- something between 30 and 45 -- they had some soft drinks
and beer and rather clumsy decorations done by themselves alone --
cute little cabaret tables, chairs, and candles out under the stars
off the Solarium.

But how to get Luci up there. Luci had decided that she was X

cX.

going to Camp David.
In true fashion,she wa”“bei**veryTa"""*"Sfmgread”ogoTver*musS
at home with them, she had decided to go with her hair rolled up in
curlers, simply because it "just wouldn't dry in time." She had on
shorts and a sloppy shirt. It was 9 o'clock, the guests were coming,
Stevie was on pins and needles, everybody was tiptoeing into the
Solarium, and Luci was under the dryer in her room.

I had sent Mrs. Smith and Mrs. Brown to their guest room
after we had had a couple of drinks together, wearily, and a steak

6 -



-'who had aston1shed us by opemng the door, puttlng hlS head in the Flsh

', .wonderful -- hale and hearty and happy -= and 1t makes me look forward E

g to ret1rement

_ have dec1ded to buy you equlpment to follow your professmn. ' He -

1965

Tuesday, June lst (continued ) A
WOuId follow thern 'there.:

Lyndon was downstalrs havmg a stag party for General Elsenhower, B

Room I ha.d 1ntroduced h1m to Mrs Sm1th and Mrs ‘Brown. He looked ‘

I am 1o} glad that he and Lyndon can. be fr1ends . Lyndon

too had looked as weary as I had felt - I w1th no reason, he w1th every .

reason -~ 50 many _sleepless 'nights. Even three tonie days in Texas is -

not _enough to re’:idvenate 'c.:ona.pletely'. .

'.’ So Lyndonand the bandand_:some :5b-odd rnen were having a 'sta..g
,'pa‘rty- dolw‘nstatr's,- and Luci, ':vc-o.ereed by “St.'evie upstairs on sorne‘pretext R
to the Solarlum, and all of her frlends Ju;mped up shr1ek1ng the1r- con-
gratulatmns. : It ‘\;vas gay and fun Helene and her Mother and Father

were there, Ashton a.nd her husband (they were go1ng to be chaperones _ '

at Camp Dav1d), W1111e Day, of course, bless her, a few fnends from
o KaBg :
NCS pretty 11tt1e Sharon Chapman, Stidbeno Carter, home from the

Umversn:y, fr1ends from Luc1 ] days at the Cap1tol her long love _—

affaxrs with the Pages in general

'. -E'\' :

And then Stev1e got up and dehvered a small speech "Because h g

of our great love for you and our 1nterest in your £uture career, we

T
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Tuesday, June 1st (continued)

produced a large and very complete Nurse's Kit. And then he said,

"Georgetown, in view of their appreciation that you are coming to

learn nursing in the Fall, has sent you over a body to work on. " In
came a stretcher, carried by several of Luci's huskier friends --
a white sheet, covering a body -- the sheet was lifted back -- there

was Beth Jenkins! He raised her up, Luci shrieked, they hugged
and kissed, the whole room exploded. It will be one of the unforgettable

moments in our life.
/

SANinZED
F'ISii*iTth*iapp” oomr'*rhapp”nightr TB*

I am too weary, so I left them for a massage and an early bed.





