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1965

T u e sd a y , Ju n e  1 s t 

L u c i 's  g ra d u a tio n  day  - -  r e d - l e t t e r ,  g re a t  d ay  in  o u r  l iv e s .

I  ro u te d  p o o r J e a n  L o u is  ou t a t  daw n fo r  a  sham poo  and s e t  a t  th e  

W hite  H o u se , m y  h a i r  s tif f  a s  an  A fr ic a n  b u sh m a n 's  f ro m  a  w eek  

s p e n t w ith  ABC and  c o n s ta n t sp ra y in g  and  f ro m  r id in g  w indblow n 

on f a s t  b o a t s .

A nd th e n  a t  10 o 'c lo c k  r e a d y  fo r  th e  C a th e d ra l, u s h e r in g  

M a t i ana, Tony and  D iana  in to  one c a r  so  th a t  th e y  cou ld  be  r ig h t  beh in d  

u s , w ith  a  s p li t - s e c o n d  d e p a r tu re  of L yndon, L ynda B ird  and  m e . 

C augh t b e tw ee n  sy m p ath y  fo r  h im  and im p a tie n c e  b e c a u se  of the  

im p o r ta n c e  of th e  day , I  f r e t te d  n e rv o u s ly , b u t w e w e re  only  fiv e  

m in u te s  la te .

And th en  in to  the  g r e a t  g re y  C a th e d ra l, L ynda  and I s e a te d  

on  th e  f ro n t  row  and Lyndon e s c o r te d  to  a  c h a ir  below  th e  p u lp it.

O n th e  w ay  in  I h ad  p a s s e d , to  m y  g re a t  d e lig h t, W illie  D ay, H elen  

and  G en e . L u c i had  n o t fo rg o tte n  th em , b u t I had  b e en  sa d  t o  meet  

Z e p h y r, b o a rd in g  th e  e le v a to r  ju s t  a s  I le f t  th e  W hite H o use , look ing  

a s h e n  and  b e in g  h e lp ed  b y  th e  a r m s  u p s ta i r s  to  l ie  dow n. She w as il l ,  

a l l  d r e s s e d  fo r  th e  g ra d u a tio n , b u t d id n ’t  fe e l lik e  going . I  am  w o rr ie d  

ab o u t Z e p h y r.

T he c e re m o n y  w as a l l  pom p and  d isp la y . W hat a  b e a u tifu l 

in s t ru m e n t  is  th e  v o ice  of D ean S a y re , F r a i l ,  sc h o la rly - lo o k in g
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T u e sd a y , Ju n e  1 s t (continued)

B ish o p  C re ig h to n  w as th e r e ,  and a lso  so lid , m a sc u lin e  B ish o p  H in es  f ro m  

T e x a s .' - , v  ' ■

T he c la s s  f ile d  in .  L u c i lo o k ed  lo v e ly  in  a  lo n g -s le e v e d  w h ite  

d r e s s ,  la c e ,  th a t  sh e  h ad  d es ig n e d  and  L u c in d a  had  m ad e , h e r  h a ir  

b la c k  and  g lo ssy , h e r  fa c e  a n g e lic , u p lif te d . W hen th ey  c a lle d  ou t th e  

C um  L a u d e s , sh e  w as n o t am ong th em ! To h e r  g r e a t  c r e d i t ,  h e r  g ra d e s  

h av e  b e e n  b e t te r  and  b e t te r  e ach  s e m e s te r  fo r  the  l a s t  y e a r  and  a  h a lf .

A nd th a t  u n d e r  th e  sh o ck  of the  ch ange  in  o u r  l iv e s .  I a m  v e ry  p ro u d  

o f h e r .

I w as p ro u d , too , of L y n d o n 's  sp ee ch . H e w a rm e d  up to  i t  b y  

sa y in g  th a t  he  w ould m is s  the  s m a ll  co n so la tio n  of know ing th a t  no m a t te r  

how m u c h  h o m ew o rk  th e  n ig h t h e ld  fo r  h im , L u c i had  b ro u g h t hom e m o re  

f ro m  N a tio n a l C a th e d ra l and by  a sk in g  th e i r  p a rd o n  fo r  be ing  a  r a th e r  

so le m n  o ld  m a n .

■a

a tm



T u e sd ay . Ju n e  1 st (continued)

,0265 .

And th en  a sk in g  the p a rd o n  of young and  lo v e ly  g ir ls  fo r  th e  so le m n  ta lk  

o f a n  old  m an , he lau n ch ed  in to  a  fo re ig n  p o lic y  sp e e c h . One of the  

l in e s  I lik e d  b e s t ,  a s  he in te rp o la te d  i t ,  I am  s u re ,  w hen he s a id  v e ry  

e m o tio n a lly  how happy  i t  had  m ad e  h im  w hen L u c i had  d ec id ed  to  le a r n  

n u rs in g  and  sp en d  h e r  l ife  h e lp in g  p e o p le . '

 I t  w as  a  s tra n g e  sp e ec h , d e liv e re d  on th e  f lo o r  of th e  C a th e d ra l ,  

n o t in  th e  p u lp it. T here , w as  no in tro d u c tio n  a t  a l l ,  and  a t  th e  end  no 

c lap p in g , of c o u r s e .  A ro b e d  o ffic ia l - -  a  s o r t  of a n  a c o ly te , I su p p o se  

w ith  a  b ig  m a c e  (so l i t t le  I know of c h u rc h  h ie r a rc h y  and  v e s tm e n ts )  

s ta r te d  to  le a d  h im  b a c k  to  jo in  u s .  Lyndon w alked  aw ay  f ro m  h im .

I had  a  d re a d fu l m o m en t w hen I thought he w as p ro b a b ly  going o v e r  

and  sh ak e  hands w ith  a l l  the  a s se m b le d  s ix ty  g ir ls  - -  b u t w h at he d id  

w as go o v e r  an d  k is s  L u c i, and  she  looked  lik e  a l l  th e  a n g e ls  had  

d e sc e n d e d  f ro m  H eaven  and  fo rm e d  a  r in g  a ro u n d  h e r .  .

T hen  he s a t  w ith  us  fo r  th e  r e s t  of the  c e re m o n y  - -  im p re s s iv e ,  

th r i l l in g ,  p a t r io t ic .  So bound up w as I in  the  pom p and  c irc u m s ta n c e  

i t  w as h a rd  to  r e a l iz e  th a t th is  w as the  end of five  y e a r s  of NCS fo r  

L u c i.  End - -  and  the b e s t .  .

O u ts id e , Lyndon m ad e  s u rp r is in g ly  a g re e a b le  ta lk  w ith  D ean  

S a y re , ex to llin g  th e  v i r tu e s ,  m o s t  s in c e re ly  b e liev ed , o f the  fa c u lty  

o f NCS - -  M iss  L e e , M iss  F ry , a l l  o f th em  - -  w hat th e y  have done

■'■V, ' " -  1 - ’

/•



T u e sd ay , Ju n e  1 st (continued) '

f o r  th e  g i r l s ,  w hat th ey  have m e a n t in  th e ir  l iv e s .  T h e n  we w en t to  the  

G re e n s  an d  c o n g ra tu la te d  g ra d u a te s , s tan d in g  in  lin e  a  w hile  w ith  M iss  

L e e , hugged  and  k is s e d  H e len e . H e r  lo v e ly  M o th er and  jo v ia l F a th e r  

w e re  b eam in g  to o . W a lte r  a n d  B an e tta  W ashing ton  w e re  th e re  — th e i r  

d a u g h te r  h ad  b e e n  one of th e  cum  la u d e s , and  so  h a d  M a rle n a  Jo h n so n , 

th e  on ly  two N e g ro e s , I b e lie v e , in  th e  c l a s s . ;

I saw so m e  of L y n d a 's  old g ra d u a te s  - -  J e n n ife r  U r q u h a r t ,  

M a ry  A nna H ow ard , and  Ju n e  M c E lv e y 's  F a th e r  - -  s h e 's  s t i l l  in  

S co tlan d , r e tu rn in g  n ex t m o n th . L ynda  in  a  n avy  d r e s s  w ith  w hite  

po lk a  do ts  and  a  b o w le r  h a t  looked  v e ry  so p h is tic a te d , v e ry  s le e k  

a n d  g row n  - -  I w as so  p ro u d  of h e r .

. B u t to d ay  w as L u c i 's  d ay . H e r  h a i r  w as a  r a v e n 's  w ing, 

a n d  h e r  face  w as r a d ia n t .  She had  s a t  up u n til  fo u r o 'c lo c k  th e  

n ig h t b e fo re  au to g rap h in g  M ITERS, th e i r  y ea rb o o k , and  a lso  a  

l i t t l e  s te e l  e n g rav in g  of th e  W hite H ouse fo r  e ach  of h e r  c la s s m a te s .

I s ta y e d  fo r  lu n c h . B ish o p  H ines s a t  b e tw een  L u c i and  m e, 

th e  L indow s a t  th e  sa m e  ta b le , a n o th e r  l i t t le  c la s s m a te  I  d o n 't  

know w h o 's  off to  S m ith . One of th e  n ic e s t  th in g s  I h e a rd  a l l  d ay  

w as M iss  S c u d d e r 's  " W e 'll  m is s  L u c i and w e 'l l  m is s  th e s e  b ig  

b o y s , too ," sh e  sa id  a s  she  p a tte d  one of th e  S e c re t  S e rv ic e  m en  

. on  th e  .a rm . ...

; i Y o u n g s te rs  had  sw a rm e d  o v e r  m e fo r  au to g ra p h s  — I d id n 't

•aifi
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T u e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 s t  (con tinued)

m in d  a  b i t .  T he  a i r  w as  fu ll  o f co n fu s io n  and  e m o t io n ,  t e a r s  a n d  

l a u g h te r  an d  b e a m in g  p a r e n t s .

L y n d a  h a d n 't  s ta y e d  fo r  lu n c h .  She had  gone to  jo in  'L i z  

f o r  lu n c h  w i th  H e r m a n  Wouk, a u th o r  of M a r jo r i e  M o r n in g s t a r  an d  

a  b o o k  a b o u t  th e  V irg in  I s la n d s ,  P l e a s e  D o n 't  S top  th e  C a r n i v a l .

SANITIZED

p u n c C ^ a s  I t l t s r s p e r s e a  w i t l i ^ c S o o l R o n g s ^ - s o m e o n e  w ou ld

g ive  a  s ig n a l ,  th e  g i r l s  w ould  r i s e  and  in  c l e a r ,  b e a u t i fu l  v o i c e s  

s in g  so n g s  a b o u t  s c h o o l  day s  th a t  w e r e  r e a l l y  q u ite  s u p e r i o r ,  v o i c e s  

a n d  l y r i ^ .  ^ I th in k  s o m e  of th e m  hav e  a  fu tu re  in  m u s i c a l  c o m e d y !

A nd th e n  th e  r e s t  of the  day  p e t e r e d  off in to  h u r r y  an d  c o n fu s io n  

an d  o v e r ta x in g  of m y  s t r e n g th .  F o r  the  f i r s t  t im e  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  

I w as  v e r y ,  v e r y  t i r e d  and  c r o s s  w ith  too m a n y  p e o p le .  M r s .  S m i th  

an d  M r s .  B ro w n  had  bo th  c o m e  down f r o m  New Y o rk  to s p e n d  th e  

n ig h t ,  th e  a f te rn o o n ,  w h a te v e r  it  took  to w ind up s m a l l  th in g s  in  

th e  W es t  R o o m  and  m y  o f f i c e - d r e s s in g  r o o m  and  b ig  th in g s  in  the  

R e c e p t io n  R o o m , L y n d o n 's  own o ff ice ,  and  the  C ab in e t  R o o m  i t s e l f .

I h a d  c a l l e d  M r .  K e tc h u m  and  J u a n i t a  to ge t s o m e  r e s e a r c h  a n d  

in f o r m a t io n  on L y n d o n 's  d e s k  - -  i t  had  b e e n  h is  a s  M a jo r i ty  L e a d e r

-  3 -
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T u e sd ay , Ju n e  1 s t (continued)

in  P -3 8 , m ad e  about th e  tu rn  of the  c e n tu ry  b y  G e rm a n  c r a f t s m en in  

th e  C ap ito l i t s e l f .  I t  had  y e a r s  of w o rk  in v e s te d  in  i t .  I  do n o t w ant 

' to  change  i t .  And th e  c h a ir s  in  h is  o ffice  I found w e re  p u t th e r e  in  

th e  t im e  o f T h eo d o re  R o o se v e lt, w hen  R o o sev e lt h im se lf  had  th a t 

w ing  b u il t  - -  I  do no t w an t to  change th e m . B ut th e  "w hite  goods" in  

h is  o ffice  - - G o d  fo rb id !  The th re e - f a c e d  te le v is io n  s e t ,  th e  huge 

t i c k e r .  T h ey  lo o k  lik e  th e  co ld  m e a t  co u n te r  a t  th e  S afew ay  and  th e  

huge d e e p f re e z e  of so m e v e ry  p ro v id e n t f a r m e r .  I y e a rn  to  g e t the  one 

D r ,  S tan to n  h as  h ad  d es ig n ed  by  a  fu rn i tu re  c r e a to r  who has  r e s e a r c h e d  

in  th e  M e tro p o lita n  M useum  of A r t .

I  a m  going to  love th e  R e c e p tio n  R oom . T he r e d  ru g , th e  

r e d  F o r tu n y  w ing c h a ir s  say , C om e In, W elcom e! Now we a r e  

going to  do o v e r  th e  a n c ie n t b la c k  le a th e r  so fas  w ith  a  r e d  C h ippendale  

d e s ig n  th a t  i s  e le g a n t and  f it t in g . D r .  M cC le llan  f ro m  th e  S m ith so n ian  

h a s  p ro v id e d  a  W h is tle r ,  a  G lackens, a  S lo an e . We have R u th  C a r te r

J o h n s o n 's  cow boy by  R em in g to n  o r  R u s s e l l  - -  th e y  a r e  in e x tr ic a b ly
CJu. ^ ,

lin k ed  in  m y  m in d .  D o lo re s  B row n  o b ta ined  fo r  us  A iding A C o m rad e  

by Re m in g to n  o r  R u s s e l l .  .

. ■- I w ould  lik e  so  m u ch , though , to  g e t a  p o r t r a i t  o f T h e o d o re  ■

R o o se v e lt , b e c a u se  he c re a te d  th is  W ing, th e re b y  sav in g  us who

. i 
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T u e s d a y ,  J u n e  1 s t  (con tinued)

l iv e  in  the  W hite  H o u se  f r o m  hav ing  a l l  the  b u s i n e s s  o p e r a t io n  r ig h t  on 

top  of u s .

T h is  w h o le  p r o j e c t  - -  the  R e c e p t io n  Room., h is  o f f ic e ,  th e  C a b in e t  

R o o m  - -  sh o u ld  ta k e  w e e k s ,  and  not h a r r i e d  m in u te s .  I 'm  f ig h t in g  fo r  

t i m e ,  m a y b e  a  l o s in g  b a t t l e .  I t  w as  a  t o r n  a f t e r n o o n  - -  B e s s  n e e d e d  

s o m e  t im e  to  t a lk  a b o u t  th e  A r t s  F e s t i v a l  c o m in g  up  Ju n e  14th t h a t  I 

lo o k  f o r w a r d  to  w i th  so  m u c h  a p p re h e n s io n  a n d  u n c e r t a in t y  - -  L i z  to 

t a l k  a b o u t  th e  V irg in  I s la n d s  and b r i e f  m e  on a l l  of i t  - -  A sh to n  to  ge t 

m e  to  s ig n  m a i l  a n d  d i s c u s s  m a n y  s m a l l  p r o b le m s  and  the  d i s p o s i t io n  

o f  r o o m s  to  th e  m a n y ,  m a n y  h o u se  g u e s ts  th a t  a r e  c o m in g  f o r  th e  n e x t  

f iv e  d a y s  w h ile  I w i l l  be  gone - -  H e len  to  t a lk  a b o u t  c lo th e s  to  t a k e  on 

th e  t r i p  - -  a n d  f in a l ly ,  and  m o r e  im p o r ta n t ly ,  goodbyes  to  L y n d a .  I 

found  m y s e l f  b e in g  v e r y  c r o s s  w ith  h e r  w hen  sh e  phoned  in  a  c a s u a l  

v o ic e  j u s t  to  c h a t ,  a n d  w ith  L u c i ,  who is  s t i l l  r id in g  th e  p e a k s .  L u c i  

h a d  f in i sh e d  w i th  h e r  s a d d le  s h o e s .  She had  s a id  sh e  w a s  go ing  to  b u r n  

t h e m .  I to ld  h e r  I w as  going to b ro n z e  th e m  an d  s a v e  th e m  a s  one  

\pould a  b a b y  s h o e .  A ll  fo u r  y e a r s  th ro u g h  NCS, a n d  n e v e r ,  a c c o r d in g  

to  L u c i ,  u n t ie d  s in c e  th e  f i r s t  day  she  p u t th e m  on!

SANmZBD
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T u e s d a y ,  Ju n e  1 s t  (con tinued)

M e a n w h ile ,  S te v ie  and  B il l  had  b e e n  e x c i te d ly  c h a t t e r i n g  w ith  

m e  a b o u t  a  s u r p r i s e  p a r t y  th e y 'w e re  going to pu t on f o r  L u c i  in  the  

S o l a r i u m ,  b e g in n in g  a t  9 o 'c lo c k .  T h ey  had  c o l le c te d  a  l i s t  o f  h e r  

f r i e n d s  - -  s o m e th in g  b e tw e e n  30 and  45 - -  th e y  had  s o m e  so f t  d r in k s  

a n d  b e e r  and  r a t h e r  c lu m s y  d e c o r a t io n s  done by  th e m s e lv e s  a lo n e  - -  

c u te  l i t t l e  c a b a r e t  t a b l e s ,  c h a i r s ,  and  c a n d le s  ou t u n d e r  th e  s t a r s  

o f f  th e  S o la r i u m .

B u t how to  ge t L u c i  up t h e r e .  L u c i  h ad  d e c id e d  th a t  s h e  w as

I 1go ing  to  C am p  D a v id .

In  t r u e  f a s h io n ,  s h e  w a ^ b e i ^ ^ v e r y T a ^ ^ ^ S f m g r e a d ^ o g o T v e r ^ m u S  

a t  h o m e  w ith  th e m ,  she  h ad  d ec id e d  to  go w ith  h e r  h a i r  r o l l e d  up  in  

c u r l e r s ,  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  i t  " ju s t  w o u ld n 't  d r y  in  t i m e . "  She  h a d  on 

s h o r t s  an d  a  s lo p p y  s h i r t .  It w as  9 o 'c lo c k ,  the  g u e s ts  w e r e  c o m in g ,  

S te v ie  w as  on  p in s  and  n e e d le s ,  e v e ry b o d y  w as  t ip to e in g  in to  the  

S o l a r i u m ,  and  L u c i  w as  u n d e r  the  d r y e r  in  h e r  ro o m .

I had  s e n t  M r s .  S m i th  and  M r s .  B ro w n  to  th e i r  g u e s t  r o o m  

a f t e r  w e had  had  a  co u p le  of d r in k s  to g e th e r ,  w e a r i ly ,  a n d  a  s t e a k

-  6 -
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T u e sd ay , Ju n e  1 st (co n tin u ed ) 

w ould follow  th e m  th e r e .

L yndon  w as d o w n s ta irs  hav ing  a  s ta g  p a r ty  fo r  G e n e ra l E ise n h o w e r, 

who had  a s to n is h e d  us b y  opening  th e  d o o r, p u ttin g  h is  h ead  in  th e  F is h  

R o o m . I  had  in tro d u c e d  h im  to  M rs . S m ith  and  M rs .  B ro w n . He looked  

w o n d e rfu l - -  h a le  and  h e a r ty  and  happy  - -  and  i t  m a k e s  m e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  

to  r e t i r e m e n t .  I  a m  so g lad  th a t  he and  Lyndon can  be f r i e n d s . Lyndon 

to o  h ad  lo o k ed  a s  w e a ry  a s  I had  fe l t  — I w ith  no r e a s o n , he w ith  e v e ry  

r e a s o n  - -  so  m an y  s le e p le s s  n ig h ts . E ven  th re e  to n ic  day s  in  T exas is  

no t enough  to  re ju v e n a te  co m p le te ly .

So L yndon and  th e  band  and  so m e 50-odd  m e n  w e re  h av in g  a  s ta g 

p a r ty  d o w n s ta ir s ,  and  L u c i, c o e rc e d  b y  S tev ie  u p s ta ir s  on so m e  p re te x t  

to  th e  S o la r iu m , and  a l l  o f h e r  f r ie n d s  jum ped  up s h rie k in g  th e i r  c o n - 

g ra tu la tio n s .  I t w as gay  and  fun . H elene  and  h e r  M o th er an d  F a th e r  

w e re  th e r e ,  A sh to n  and  h e r  hu sb an d  (they  w e re  going to  be  c h a p e ro n e s  

a t  C am p D avid), W illie  D ay, o f c o u r s e ,  b le s s  h e r ,  a  few f r ie n d s  f ro m  

NCS, p r e t ty  l i t t l e  S h a ro n  C hapm an, K a th leen  C a r te r ,  hom e f ro m  the 

U n iv e rs ity , f r ie n d s  f ro m  L u c i 's  days a t  th e  C ap ito l, h e r  long  love 

a f f a i r s  w ith  th e  P a g e s  in  g e n e ra l .

And th e n  S te v ie  got up and  d e liv e re d  a  s m a ll  sp e e c h . " B e c a u se  ' 

o f o u r  g r e a t  love fo r  you and  o u r  in te r e s t  in  y o u r fu tu re  c a r e e r ,  w e 

h av e  d ec id ed  to  buy  you eq u ip m en t to  follow  your p ro fe s s io n ."  He
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p r o d u c e d  a  l a r g e  and  v e r y  c o m p le te  N u r s e ' s  K i t .  And th e n  he  s a id ,  

" G e o r g e to w n ,  in  view  of t h e i r  a p p r e c ia t io n  th a t  you a r e  c o m in g  to  

l e a r n  n u r s in g  in  th e  F a l l ,  has  s e n t  you o v e r  a  b o d y  to w o r k  o n .  " In 

c a m e  a  s t r e t c h e r ,  c a r r i e d  b y  s e v e r a l  of L u c i ' s  h u s k i e r  f r i e n d s  - -  

a  w h ite  s h e e t ,  c o v e r in g  a  body  - -  the  s h e e t  w a s  l i f te d  b a c k  - -  t h e r e  

w a s  B e th  J e n k in s !  H e r a i s e d  h e r  up, L u c i  s h r i e k e d ,  th e y  h u g g ed  

a n d  k i s s e d ,  th e  w ho le  r o o m  e x p lo d ed . It  w i l l  be  one  of th e  u n f o r g e t t a b le  

m o m e n ts  in  o u r  l i f e .
/

SANinZED

F'lSii^iTth^iapp^oomr'^rhapp^nightrTB^
I a m  too  w e a r y ,  so  I l e f t  th e m  fo r  a  m a s s a g e  and  a n  e a r l y  b e d .
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