; and green Canbbean, changmg color w1th the depth br1111ant in the SRR

.them, black balls \tarying from the size of a lemon to a cantelope, -

) m1ght as well have been Portugese for all I could understand The .

2 coastlme is dotted w1th these lovely l1tt1e perfect horseshoe's of

best experxences -- a new world Sea fans, frag11e as lace. grey

.,as b1g as an elephant's 51de and perfec‘tly round exactly the

N e b i
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I woke at the reasonable but not self-indulg.ent'hOur of 8:'30, had

'break:fast,: and looked forward to five delicious free ho‘urs before: time

iorthe harness of hairdo and corset and gloves and off for the Commence-

" ment address. -

There is a long slope down to a perfect 11tt1e horseshoe of whlte

sandy beach 11ke lava rock to the left, and stra1ght in front the blue e

_sunshme, mountams on the _other e1de. , Iblay on the sancl, swam fa_r o
enohgh out to get good and tired, swam back and tried snorkeling. "

Get_ting‘in and out one had to watch for the sea urchins, myriads of -

10ng black spme stlckmg upwards in all d1rect1ons

Bess and Tony and I got our snorkehng masks and into : a

: motorboat w1th a Negro l1fe guard named Randolph whose Enghsh

wh1te sand _At the second one up was a promontory of craggy

rock and off 1t Randolph said there was' some good snorkehng. o |

' Fil‘St I tried the allover mask and the fins. lt was one of life‘s '_ S

) ;and P"""-’P]-"3 and green, wa.vmg gently in the current Coral, some »tl,‘ ey

S
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convolutlons of the hurnan bram -- thousa.nds of years in the makmg, A

they tell me.

‘The tall plants called gorgonian stretched upward some 8 or

: 10 feet as well as 1 could Judge, beneath the water, and 1t is probably

'decept1ve ‘-- long fmger -llke tubes, ,20 or more of them, sway1ng 1n .

the current for all the world l1ke those plants you see 1n horror

'moviesja_t a (:annibalistic 'feast, ‘wrapping themselves around the '_
: ‘f'yictim'if he COmes too clos'e" 'and devouring him. T swam through
"_:,-m11110ns of 11tt1e tiny’ sﬂver flSh -1 don't know what happened to

 “them because I didn't feel them, but there they were.

Tube sponge, 11ke hollow purple fmgers st1ck1ng upward

' va.nd some coral that was orange in color and much that was yellow, o

‘and every now and then a b1t of red.

I thought the flsh were: the wonderful thlngs Lots of 11ttle R

'.'. 'br1ght yellow fxsh young blue'l:ang, they ca.lled them -- as they

grow up they change color Rock beautles, yellow about half way

back a.nd yellow talls, and the rest ‘of them brown. Four odd

. butterﬂy fish - oval, almost- round,,' bright- black spots surrounded

w1th a whlte wmg close to 1ts ta11 -one on each sxde, for all the

‘ 4.world hke an extra pan- of eyes

But the most beaut1fu1 Were the Queen Angelflsh - yellow e

:»_'2-
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,'stdbd'out --"you could alxn'ost count them‘--‘shades' of ye‘llowl,_'oﬁra.nge,‘ o L

‘amber, brown, some bla.ck and undernea.th pmky red' It was

' number of night students and parttime students. They are very'

1965
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'and blue -green, varie gated so bnght you could almost hang it up and |

use. ‘it for an electrlc light. The banded butterﬂy £1sh -- grey-wh1te

' 'with‘precise bands. Each tlme Isaw a new one, I w1shed I could tell
- semebody about it, it was so e;;citing, so wonderful. Most of them. -

: are -Lquite thin, ".althéugh_ some seemed as long as two feet. .

- Perhaps most startling of“all was ‘o.ne_ \;_vhose _e\fei-y scale ol

f later that I fOund he was called the red-belhed angelﬁsh

‘ It was a wondrous world and I love it. But my reason for '

'c.e'rning waited for me. Fir st the hairdo, then my prettiest new
dress, white, cool-looking, with the blue -green beads at the

sleeves, and on the boat for St. Tho'rnas.'

‘Governor and Mrs ; Pai%'v'onsky teok us up the hill to the‘ -

"',College of the V1rg1n Islands, and. 1f you ask five people how many .

the student body 1s, you w1ll get five dlfferent answexrs. I f1nally

dec1ded it was about 275 full-tlme students, 11 graduates, and a -

..\ '.».-‘._;1-3‘_ '
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sens:bly geared teachmg them the occupatlons they can make a 11v1ng
'out of on the 1sla.nds Hotel adm1n1strat10n, constructmn, bus1ness _ -

‘ administration, engineering.

Fl£3t 1 met é'nd éongl'aliulated the‘ eleven graduates. One z..V."?v’:s

e ‘A;\}blte, one Span1sh (Judg1ng by the name), the rest Negro. '.l‘othe S
tune of pomp and cn:cuxnstance, played by the Chrlstlansted honor ‘ o .
_rband ot St Cro:x, slow as‘ .a.r funeral d1rge; we marched Aup.the h1gh

h111 faculty, the graduates, the trustees,‘ and I, by thls tune in my

o long black gown w1th the whlte band of my degree from the Umversu:y

PR

It was. probably the most glormds view I W111 ever see a ’
commencement ceremony rn We stood on the toP of the hlgh h111
e 4w1th the sea stretched before us a.nd mountams on the other s1de.v.
o ’l‘here "was an exc1tement 1n being pre'sent_at the first _commencemen_t, »V .’
'cf _a.";new 1nst1tut1on . A | ' |
There were several br1e£ speeches, one wh1ch startled me a‘ '
- 11tt1e b1t -- Senator Madura of the V1rg1n Islands Leg1slature. requested

that I take back to the Pres1dent the hope of the 1slands that they ’

could elect theu- own Governor and partxclpate in Natmnal electxons.

0
e A
e e Sheeea ek s
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: ‘ f,l_and_sand shlmmenng waters. The changes w1ll be w1se m pr0port10n
8 as they are directed by a trained generatmn whlch really cares. That

1s what we all hOpe th1s college will produce. "

.of the college, Dr.A Laurence Womners,. 1ntroduced Mr Henry Relchholt ‘

: who announced a g1ft of a hundred thousand dollars to the College of .

: but really rather lengthy sPeech

[P U S STV CT SRS

And then ‘AGo'vernor Pafwonsky l_ntroduced me. My brief rnessage |

- was that I was glad that they '\‘were-preparing to keep their brains'and |

. talent at home - thexr best people, by tra1n1ng them a.t home, so that

they could g1ve the 1slands the leadersh1p it would need in the expandlng

decades ahead The best 11ne in 1t I thought was-u "The wmds of :

~change, certam as the Trade Wmd ‘are speaklng over these lush % w-m-&

‘ .And then the really 1mportant event of the day The Pre31dent

' the Virgin Isla.nds. ThlS is the second portlon of a glft that w1ll
"tot_al one m1ll1on. Mr. HRelchholt has chem1ca1 plants, it seems,

: on'the"island and also a hotel'called 'Bluebeard's Castle: He was

qu1et and shy and had httle to say. But not so the other benefactor

" of the Vn'gln Islands Colle ge -- Ne1ll Harvey, who had glven a
' 'seventy thousand dollar check to bu1ld a student center. I pulled

: the ribbon on a placque ded1catmg it, and he made a very dehghtful




o2 L . i l.‘ - . g s . ! . .
~ Mrs. Paiwonsky, various University officials took turns introducing

' hundred I stood m 11ne for an hour and a half a.nd I do be11eve two _

vthousand people flled past No great feat but I d1d feel like I was :,

even elegant; some qu1te modestly dressed, poor in fact, but equally

1965
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" There was a reception; I stood in line with the Governor_and

me . .' 'A'nd here 1 'got the surlarise of my life,i because I would'ha.ve o

’ sworn the crowd before us d1d not number more than two or three o |

earnmg my vacatmn' :
’ The 1nterest1ng, the thoroughly dellghtful thmg to me a,bout .

1t was the great var1ety of the pe0p1e --'some well - dres sed sthlStha.ted

, d1gn1f1ed equally at home, poxsed and sure of themselves. There

were a good many Danlsh names left over from the days of Danlsh

L dommmn, , but most of the populatmn, it seemed to me more than

four -‘ﬁfths, ‘“}'e":.-e' Negroes; |

Y

F:ma.lly the last guest £11ed past hasty goodbyes all around

- and back to the boat a.nd three days' freedom'

My thoughts went to Luci. Just as I was getting my hair,done'

I had a breathless call from her "Oh Mother, the most wonderful

' thlng 1n my l1fe has happened Daddy wants me to go to Ch1cago w:.th
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“him and play FirSt'Lady. n And' I said "That's _]ust wonderful " but I was

a 11tt1e surprlsed that she was s0 dehghted to play Flrst Lady . And then i

)

4w eekend -- they re hav1ng dances and all sorts of part1es, and she

'a.nd spend the weekend w1th the Fethems, who had had one of the

' barbecues durmg the campalgn for Young Democrats. She had stayed

- she went on to say ”Oh no, that's'not it at all Mother. Beth is here, :

- and she is gomg back to Marquette and they re havmg a b1g college |

brought down a boy W1th her and he s JU.St tons, Mother -— he s a tmfgh |

k1d " "TOugh means great wonderful nlce, attra.ctlve

So she wanted to spend the nlght in Chlca.go after her Daddy s

A ik 458 Sk B b Bt 8 o e ¥ A

speech was over with frlends of Beth's and then go on to Mllwaukee

D s i b e

. with them, she had trave.lled with them, she sa1d They had been _ |

P

;back frantlcally and said tha.t one of her Agents, &m Goodenough I B e '

very fond of her It was very mce, Mother, very rellable.” Actually -

‘I remembered they had been to the Whlte House and 1 had had several
- nlce letters from them, ‘s‘o I d1dn't feel too ayer‘se to callmé them and
‘ 'as‘king ‘them if it '\tould be ,convenv.ient to have a little‘girl sPend, the. '

, weekend' with them The problem was, "vDaddy yvas leaying in an honr,

‘,I had to do it.right now‘. 'I‘hat is the way Lu01 s life goes.

I called the Fel'i/tems,- nobody answered.. Then Luci called .

beheve 1t was, who ha.d left her deta11 had gone to settle in Mllwaukee,

-7'.-'
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. '.he and his -wife';'fi..She'd A'D‘ORI;D“to‘ stay with thern, and she KNEW1t
: woul.‘.,i'.r;it trouble them.' in the least:. SoItried to reach him, or, 'rather', _—
1 h:.sw1fe | To no ayaill Her number d1dn't ans@er e
I Awas gettmg franttc,d too Then I got .Terry to help me. : He
:found Agent Goodenough the Agent sa1d yes, mdeed Luc1 could stay
' 'w1th them, but he thought that he could locate the FelosLtems -- perhaps "
, she'd enJoy 1t more with them, they'd have more .room. Sure enough
,he d1d talked to Mr | and Mrs Fefj/teln, they d1d sound dehghted I 4
phoned Luci back and she got off in the mck of t1me -~ the greatest -
b.'weekend of her 11fe' o | |
'Ba.ck at .the_/beautifut Haven cottage number seven, '_Tony and
Matrana and’Bess and I »sﬂat:out on the terrace for a drink -- this
tirne not the exot1c rum punch, -'»butthe. more conseryative rum tonic .

‘v,d"‘

‘I remembered the adv1ce of my dear Senator chk Rus sell, who sa1d

- ,"Always choose the wine of the country You‘ll get the best that way oLk

L ntalked comfortably and happrly about Belle Patt1lo T1ppett and E1a1ne -

 But the sweet, fru1t-f111ed rum punches of the n1ght before were. a »
_ 11tt1e too young and gay for me,

Bess went to bed rather early, and Tony and Matlana and I ,’

A
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and Bernice and Edwina and.their possible visits to Washington this .

S ',éummer. And the visit that I did have and enjoyed so much with

Winst.on, | And,not Quite_éo'haépiLy, about S‘ara.h' an& Susar;,. 'whosé .
hves ié.re fllledw1th s‘h.a;d;QVS' ei:ht:esé days, .a.nd aﬁéut Tofn’y‘ s‘ ‘f.ri'enQSH '
1n Santa. Fe,. the McKlnneys , the Newmans W’e eventa.lk.ed about 3
the Bnck ﬁoué e: v‘a-nd 1ts -’pf;:;}‘a.‘able éut.ﬁr; -- 1 think‘ ‘a.'v vér.yr_'ff'é,il'. égantéps;ni

of é fﬁﬁure,' and ..ivts ;i;enﬁie;s;ee‘ Wiil»ié.m's‘-_-‘w'illi‘a.m Faulkriéf ;;J’:.vesgr;t.b

me,is' Part of wﬁat ~fcame for -- quiet and peace.' ’
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