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‘o r_’more I see of the Natlona.l Park Serv1ce and 1ts employees, the more
G I res_.pect a.nd_like them. He took us for a walk around vCaneel Pla'.nta.- .
» tioﬁ.,:?.'ié.hsw ered innumerable questions, showed us the mango trees,

: eorrie.hee.vily laden wvith fruit; the white -blossomed ﬁ'angi—pangi, the -
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: 'Saturda'..y.; June 5th

T ProduCed the'most ibnf'ormation and'most 'excitement of any da.y"

| yet.. True to my schedule of dlsc1p11ne, I recorded after an early '

breakfa.st a.t 7: 30 until nearly 1. . | | Rt

4w And then Mr. Muehler, the Park na.turahst Jomed us. | The SRR

Royal Poinciana with itsf o.mbrellé, of brilliant orange -red,“ very well

cé,lled Fla.mboya.nt. The cashew tree, with its nuts and hulls j'ust'the '

"sha.p.e of the'casheWs that we buy in cans. The hulls are green, and = . .

they are poisoh. Once it's boiled, the nut inside is delicious.

‘ There‘ were olcl' familia.r »trees, too: the retama’ and oleander

,from 'I‘exas the bougapv:.lla a.nd h1blscus from the Valley, breadfrmt |

brought in by Capta.1n Bl1gh from Tah1t1, the sta.ple of d1et for the

' slaves, sta.rchy, potr-.toe -llke fru1t The ma,hoganys, f1rst tha.t I

ever saw, and the gumbo llmbo, so full of llfe that you can make

hvmg fence posts out of 1t -- tha.t is, _]ust chOp up a tree, Sthk 1t

" in the ground L0 ma.ke a fence out of and presently 1t will sprout




in ma.kmg oc’e'angoing iress‘els Gl

e .I ha.d only assocm.ted w1th a.nd country And century plants tha.t Mr.

. Muehler says have been measured as hlgh ,"as 40 feet. :

- several mongoose (or would one say mongeese?) in our very own front

‘yard. Long, s'lim, ratlike creatures brought in from Asia to eat o

; a.nd they eat small f1sh

rebellzon in 1733, and all the slaves were dnven to the end of =

-an 1sla.nd from whlch there was a steep chff They all Jumped off
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, Satui'day; June 5th (continued)

and you have a,long.all‘ey of ‘trees_. " The fhignum vitae, with which the

. whole V‘Virgiri Islands had been covered before they were 'den‘udeci to

: »,pla.‘nt:sugar cane. It is so hard it will not smk in water, and it's used .

Surpnsmgly, there are mnumera.ble varletles of cactus, whlch o

& _‘ There is _not‘ a g'r'ea.t deal of wild life. . Amaziﬁgiy, ‘.there were -

the,xats.A And onjthe/moﬁnta‘ins», wild donkeys. Mr. »Mt.iehleir said
'that .ba.t‘s' are the .only hative rriammal in the V.irgin Islands -- :

: everythmg else was brought in. Some ha.ve a two-—foot wmg sPan, ‘

The Danes settled here 1n 1716 a.nd soon brought in sla.ves e

ﬁom the_ Gold Coast and began to clea.r‘ off the timber fr.ol,n'the ) s

" steep moimta.insides and plant sugar cane. There was a sla.ve_

to theu- deaths, and the story 15 tha.t YOu can st111 see then: blood v B




' Columbus s flrst landfa.ll somewhere in the terntorv of the now

. »[‘Imted States between about 1496 and 1716 I don't know. But the DR

.. '_:lDanes d1d not really settle here, ‘ on thzs 1sland They hved in St. .
.;'Cro_"u; or theyl:wed ba.c_:k mk Denma.rle, and they h1red‘Irls‘hr_nen ha.s‘.;_I L

- their overseers",i‘ so Mr. Muehller told“ us.

| pxcturesque 51ghts on the 1sland They had ﬂounshed from shortly

) ,after 1716 unt11 the slaves were. freed in 1848 And then they had

the m1lls were buﬂ.t and’ a.dded to and changed over a penod of 150
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Saturday, June 5th (continued)

" on the rocks belew . But the'Dan'es'brou‘ght in "rno‘re slaves

What had happened in the lapse of time betw een Chr1st0pher -

#

e He tookus to the ruins of the sugar mills, ‘one of thelmOSth

| graduauy dlminished as a mcne'y-—producing pr0perty and clesed up,

one bv one, the last ene elosing in ‘1916'.'

" The mill on Caneel Plantation wae',built of riative_ stone, coral --

much hrain‘éoral 'sa.w ed ‘lhto bloeks; ‘and frequehtly you could see.the :

'» Vcontour of a.11 the httle convolut1ons - and of brlcks of many d1fferent :

colors -- wh1te, buff red darker This'is one way they can tell a

" 'b1t about the age of the mlll because the brlcks were brought over

from Denmark as ballast in the sh1ps, and they know ‘what k1nd of

br1cks were belng made in Denmark at such-—and-—such a t1me. Beca.uee

or so years. e




-~

“and 1t was crushed either by the pow er of a horse gomg round and round
. a.nd round in an endless clrcle and a mechan1cal gadget m the mlddle, ) A
: ‘Just as 1t.‘was m East Texas 1n my chlldhood or 1n soxne cases by the
" ;:p’ow‘er ofxa w1ndm111 . And then the squeezed out cane, called.ba.gaet,—
-was used as fuel under the huge pots -- flrst they were c0pper, later |

. ‘vca.ste.i.ron‘\avas’ used. | ’l‘hev vare‘st1ll th_eref; three of thern. The juice' '
'it heca‘x.ne brovvn sugar._ 4' "I.fhe dregs,‘ so to speak, ‘w’erelused to make
. sa1d alljth,e trees were c'ut ofi the mountains and thev were terraced
= }that nobody in the world except slave lahor could or would have -nertormed

o .that mhuman to1l

“on the h111 the house of the owner, who came very seldom, really, .

because he 11ved e1ther in St Cr01x or perhaps in Denmark As :Eor

| ‘{tl'f S vva“_m_

. the slaves, they 11ved a half a m1le or so. away 1n huts about 10 by 12

SR SIS PSS
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| . Saturday, June 5th (continued)

',:_AThere was a round ﬂat area on top ., to which the slaves hrought ‘

sugar cane down from the rnountains on their backs or‘ on donkey-carts,

=V

was i)oured into them, the_fire stoked below, and it cooked down until

rum.  Somewhere along the process molasses came in. Mr. Muehler

B ‘aboutvl7’50. And as steep as these mountains are,’ it is easy to see

There were the remains of the m1ll and the factory, and then on

the h111$1de above them, the house of the overseer, and then, st1ll h1gher '

. ‘.-_e-'...-,.




1965

Saturday, June 5th (continued)
feet iﬁ_size and about 8 to a hut. They did try to keep families'toget_her.
They encoﬁraged familiee'. '

.. Surprisingly, there were more than twice as‘many people'on‘the.

'isia:,‘nvds a hundi-ea ?ears agb.

g . ments to go out on a ca.ta.ma.ra.n, a double hull lashed together, very safe,
o '.t_hey said, w1th an enormous »sa.11, w_1th a Capta1n who had been.sa;hng

- f‘c‘>r','6‘0 years ‘in these waters.

The sky véas overCa.st, but that meant nothing to me except that -

I wouldn‘t get qmte as good a tan, However, Tony, who had e:q.aected

"

to leave a.bout noon in a- sea.plane, going to see h1s frlend Mrzx. Kramer,

.yi»'n St.' Croix, got word tha.t‘ the seaplane was fogged in, couldn't ﬂy, .
‘bad weather. - So that trip was cancelled. We got‘dr; the catama:aﬁ, o
_ Tp_riy,‘ Matiana, Mr. AMubevhle.r, Bess and I vahd.the Seeret Service and -

_crew, and a very nice young man, handsome, brown, a real lover of

ﬁhese islarids,f as are all the people I have met here, named Hamer,

.2 Marine biologist and his fiance.

Out we put in the cafa.mara.n, 'with box lunches. ehd 'i&eas of . o

gomg 1sland-h0pp1ng and la,ndmg on some. sandy bea,ch I iﬁas a.bs'erbed. .

1n stor:.es of Sn: Francxs Drake a.nd Henry Morga.n and buned trea.sure - |

-5 -

And then bega.n the a.dventure of the da.y We had ma.de arrange-
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Saturday, June 5th (c-ontinue'd)

some'was' actually found not more than two months ago. And then Bess

told me that at the commencernent address an old gentleman had come

‘ up to her 'and handed her a le'tter to d‘eliv-e"r"to mer containing two old |

"La.te'r 'when T looked.at them'theY were fascinating.

R ._~.

because the sky was no more nor less cloudy than 1t had been a.ll along

e It‘wa.s _:only moments. _befor_e the_wind began to lashiand the waves began

S

L Ui _ R e .
to mount and the wimd came down in sheets. Mr. Hamer urged me to
go below .. "'Below"' was just’a f;in)‘r little cuhicle I took the one" on

my s1de, ‘Matiana the one on the other The rest of them stayed up

' '.jon the ﬂa.t deck | The wmd howled the seas rolled and rolled and
E ‘ roare'd;’ Mr. Hamer kept upa running fire ofa con;rersation _'~ the
' .bestetones he could thmk of.to keep me‘from gettmg scared and 1 o |
.‘knewilwhy he ‘wae» -do1ng it, and. I \ﬁas Just ehort of pamcky, but excltedl

and delighted at the same_ t1me.’

e

wh1ch he sa1d he had found m a cachement close by two skeletons. o

saw our Ca.ptam puttmg on h1s sl1cker and wondered Why' B

© e it e g e
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Saturday, J une 5th {(continued) -
‘A Coast Guard cuti_:e,r somewhere in the d_istance s_ignalled to
ask if we wanted them to come alongside. The Captain said no: I

'exp"ect it was* a bad moment for Jer:y. Bess was_loving it. The rain

; 'a.nd the seas were bea.tmg on her Itvlookedvso easy to fall off that

';,.‘slldc ﬂat surfaCe. e

- ) rsa'1dlh before I could ask h1m, tha.t 1t would be better if § we d1d not turn '
A-.;back, because we would go back mto the face of the squall -- we'd
blb.eil:ter go on vtil], it passed‘, _and then ‘tack aronnd and a:ei_:unn home.‘ A L
: So we did, "getti.ng back to the doclcan hour or 80 1ater as 15@ an’"
_hour as.I ev'er remember. How ‘glad I was to s‘ee'I‘-I‘awk'is' NestBay, |

. pla.c1d and c1v111zed'

I asked Bess to suggest that Mr. Hamer and Mrs Gunn and

3 Mr.. Muehle;' Jomv_us for our picnic lunch in ‘the v11v1ng _room .at -

g Nx._unber Sev'en; whei'e we spfead it 'out,: had a _Bloody'Mafy, and

then 'a‘deliciousvl\inch, feelin'g_vefy secure and verj proud of

" ourselves - at least, I did..‘

One of the most 1nterest1ng thmgs about th1s place 1s the way
everybody loves 1t so. 1 asked Mr. Hamer to tell us the most exC1tmg

th1ngs that had happened to h1m . . He said One, a fight between a BN

-' g1a.nt squ1d and a mora.y eel The eel had won. AndA the funniest -

..7;

o The la.st thmg anybody wanted to do was: eat lunch Mr Hamer C

« et et e T+ oV i e e L g s oM m o £ T LR ET ST e T S e e
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Saturday, June 5th (continued) v_ .

| the.-tir_ne.-he caught a 400 -pound grouper, had a hilarious time ‘getting him
. on board the boat, and then had an even more h11ar10us tlme when he got
- hnn back to port, trylng to put h1m in somebody s deep freeze, try1ng to _. .

: sell h1m to a hotel cartmg h1m around Just trymg to do any-thmg w1th hn'n -

F 1na.11y I saldv goodbye and went upstan:s for a long, good nap, the

c fn:st one I've had on my vacatmn In fact, I've done Just about everythmg e

.except sleep long hours, the only thmg I've mlssed :

The attra.ctwe young pe0p1e who run Caneel Plantatmn, the B111

Favors, had asked us to corne over for drmks, so about sundown we

: joined.them on 'the terrace of their cottage, ‘dressed only enough to be

oivilized,_ for a_eouple of inte'resting hours of hearing more about the

' island, "Laura.nce»“ Rockefellei'fs ,ope‘ration," the history of Caneel, the -

,National Park‘ and then hoi'ne ‘to dinner and'bed

The nlght before, the most fascmatmg thmg had happened

S1tt1ng on the terrace, I had been lookmg at the sky, at two stars -

- very brlght stars -- when suddenly I reahzed that the one on the 1eft o

was vdefmltely movmg. I thought it must be an illusion. I watched_.»

The 'seconds paSs’ed; I pointed it out to 'I‘ony, Matiana, Bes's They’

agreed 1t was movmg, and 1t contmued on a steady course to the i.' o

left,_':southwards_across the heavens, and quite f_ast‘. , We »called the : S

| . -8 -".
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- Saturday, June 5th (dontinued)

Secret Service to see if they knew whether. it was GEMINI'. They. checked -
" it out anavés sured us that it was not. But it must have been a satellite.-

' Wé’foll.l‘owed it clear across the horizon -- the first satellite I have ever .

seen!
»-*-‘\:
i
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