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- _ beauty parlor fr1end of mme who took a month‘s vacatmn each summer. '

"It takes the :En'st two weeks to stOp rollmg pmcurls, " she sa.1d

» last_fevé days until I knew someone would be in the kitchen, and
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Sunday,. June 6th L

Was pack—_)ammed my most glonous day in the V1rg1n Islands

_ It began, qulte agalnst my w1shes, about 4 30 in the mornmg, w1th the

£1rst pearly l1ght of day on the water and the b1:r:ds s1ng1ng I w1sh for .

: three days off I could sleep, sleep,' sleep, but perhaps I'm 11ke that

| o :-:f': ’I tossed Afor about an hour, ‘and then the morning ‘11ght wa.s too s

beautiful to mlss,'-:so I tu':'rned‘on my' vrecorder and talked about the

called for coffee.

"What an exquisite, newborn experience'sunris'e is(. On the

vbeach ‘at‘the farm; a pearlf miracle. I have dec1ded to spend . T

practlcally a.ll the day snorkehng, so at 9 o clock I was in the boat

: Wlth Randolph whose Enghsh I can barely understand headed aga1n

’.for Turtle Beach Tony 11kes snorkelmg, but he's not qulte as

enchanted as I am. It's like be1ng addicted to opium, Il‘imagine '-—- :
more and _I‘nolr?‘- end more; Bess ‘goes down unde‘r’.the‘water: and
b‘rings up bits’ of coral a;nd ehases f‘ish'and.explores .ca\.rles When
I see the bubbles r1smg -- she has a sort of breathmg secret -- I

cannot match and do not try to. There is still too rnuch to see from ,
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‘out for a vplace Nobtgfl)Samuel gu1de for the park serv1ce, assures me

: ‘1s the best snorkelmg on St. J'ohns. poss1b1y anywhere Cmnarnon ," . S

vbeach w1th softly lappmg blue green water and Juttmg rock The o

'- 'Trees had huge bulbous knots on them, pockmarked They 1ooked
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Sunday, June 6th (continued)

And then, back at the bea.'ch I sunned on the sand to the best b_rown"'

'I've'h‘a‘d:in a long t1me And then took a delicious nap. Lunches have _

been cold and buﬁet salads, seafood, cheeses, ‘and 'v_ve sit around

casua.lly in- slacks or shorts. '

"‘But the day was not to be wasted A.nd so in m1dafternoon I set

- 'Beach We reached 1t in a Jeep, on a rough road that wound 1ts way

along the steep s1des of the wooded mountam, to come around a °

curve and see a fantastlc wsta below -- far, far below Wh1te sand

_ vegetatlon was. w11d A m1xture of trop1ca1 and des ert, it .-seemed to :

m Century plants, some of them 40 feet tall I was’ r,old

4‘, [

'11ke enormous hornets nests Perhaps some turnorhke growth.. .

’ .Occasmnally we saw small _unobtrusive signs that poin.ted ‘

off vto:' some hidden villa. There are private citizens who have. i '_ L

homes, a few, here. But mostly"it belon‘gs to the NationaI Pa‘rk v h

Service. They call these ;Ian pzwellmgs. Somewhere on the 1sland

,. the Arthur Goldbergs have a home, and the Herman Wouks. and I

understand C1a1re Boothe Luce has. ‘or used to ha.ve, a home close by
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o ,. W1th whlch the Laurance Rockefellers have bought and developed and

i guarded th13 b1t of the 1sland known as Caneel Bay Plantatlon.. Eventually,
‘whlch pract1cally surrounds 1t. S
. Serv:.ce. He knows all the 1nhab1tants of the sea and is a wonderful

N instru'ctor in snorkeling. Cmnamon Bay llved up to everyth1ng he had '

_ -:told me about it: It is Just as though I had read only the flrst page |
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Sunday, June 6th .(eontinued)

| The world is ccm.nc‘ increasingly, _and there arev'th'o.sve who
would guard it a b1t from complete mnundatmn by the world

I am very grateful for the fores:.ght and the great good taste

1 understand 11: 1s destmed to belong to the Natlonal Park Serv1ce, S

Nobg}Samuel was along W1th me, a gu1de of the Nat1onal Park o

~of the book before. But now 1t is truly another world. A staghorn ’ :

colla.r, wlth branc;hmg a‘ntlers that reached_ up toward the surface .

ten, iflfteen feet (the water is 80 clear and distances I c_annot judge),

delicate sea fans waved softly in the current, lavendar and grey-green.

‘The enormous brain corals, big round masses with a cenvulted surface .

| \lust lik_e you see .in' 'p'ictures’of human brains. It takes thousands of -
‘years for thls to bulld so b1g | Brain coral can be sawed into bu11dmg

blocks, whlch had been used by the Danes m the sugar mlll we v151ted

_ There were,sea rods, l1ke_f1ngers - enormous, many-ﬁngered :
Go‘_rgonians. ' Some of the coral had incrustations of orange and gold .
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' .vSund'é.y', June '6thv(oontinued)
_ a.nd x_n‘_u_sta.rdveolor, even red." Some. of ‘these," thé}} told me, -w‘ereﬂ .
stinging corals fe.n'd”shouldg be avoided,. .-

. But the fish were what I lovea. Once I found myself swirn'rning ., o

. 'alo'ng 1n a sehool,of blue“ta‘;‘n‘gs . ‘beau_t_iful, lurninesc_ent blue, It was

o an":e?:'r‘chilerating"..f.exelin’g; - ','I"he 'rock"be‘autie‘s, “With jrellow heetls"é.nd SR

: .fbrown backs and yellow talls, were among the most numerous den1zens.

S 3
_And.the yellowheaded 955 B ",ww‘lth blue scalesvbelow. , Blue o . 2
‘ tangs are br1ght yellow when they are 11ttle.‘ And there was the i e %
e T a.musmg four eyed butterﬂy ﬁsh who ha.s a spot close to h1s ta11
| that loolcs exa.ctly like _an _eye in the wrong end of h1m..‘ Striped, Ly ‘ I
- air;m;,;:ound: Well—na'med And I uonder who ﬁ?'fﬁ_ed theSergeant ‘7'4;

. Major -- broa.d stripes aerOSS him and a rather self-important-' DR

lookmg fa.ce Proba.bly s’unebody w1th a sense of humor. i

: .The lovehest of all is the Queen Angelﬁsh You could »

- practlcally ha.ng 1t up. for a llght it shmes so. Blue and gold
and green,-brllha.nt and dellca.te. , Very few th1ngs are ugly, but
the hza.rd ﬁsh whxch looks for all the world l1ke the 1guana,
'certe,inly qual1f1es. And once I lsaw_ a berracuda lying motionless

close to the bottom, long, grey, rather like a submarme. T knew

"‘ ) S :.1t onee what it _was. I didn't feel in the least fr1ghtened

. -'4v~ .
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‘ Sunday; J'une 6th '(continued)'

All the t1me NobH)Samuel was gomg up to the surface, sa.ymg a

e

| few' words to 1dent1f.y what we were seemg, and then d1v1ng back down
 to pomt it out, so that you hardly knew when he was up or down | The

J_iswrrn_rn1ng a.nd conversa.tlon was _]ust l1ke a ba.llet But I could tell in’

i' mo;.ce 1n ta.lkJ.ng a.bout the barracuda. tha.t he wa.nted to

- '_jattract my attentxon to other :fa.cets tha.n the fact that 1t wa,s a so called R
',da.ngerous. fish. He sa.1d “-Thi_s .fvish has para.sites ‘that live on it, f ma.ke ' :

the1rl1fe just_ riding on,its back." S

.. _Thereﬁ "w'ere' some fish that I never did quite' ide.ntify on'which -

you could see every single scale standing out sharply -- orange and .*

amber and melon on into brown, and underneath often a. pink or red

stomach’.' . IAWa.s never quite sure that Noé{l} and I saw them a.t the

_same t1me, but he bel1eved wha.t I was descr1b1ng was the pmk-belhed

' '___'p1lot flSh

One of the most 1nterest1ng was the pompano Th1s often .
staye close to the bottom'-- ‘thin and ﬂa.t and almost the color of the
lovely belge-whlte santi of the sea ﬂoor, e.nd w1th a 11ttle da.rk outhne :
where'their spine - probably was, and two long fins that went out
parallel w1th their talls

Few thmgs are da.ngerous but one Iwas told to bewere of
was .the sea urchm. Sometimes they are as- small as a walnut,. .
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‘mmutes or so, but only pamful They grew in mu1t1tudes -- 1n cranmes
- Y1n the .oral sometunes 1n the sandy bottom.. You had to watch carefully

' where you walkedor, 1f you swam m shallow water, how far down B

o ,.feet went
’ and brought it to the surfa'ce,"‘ adangerous feat to be'tried only by anj f. L
. ‘expert. Veryugly 'It ‘is.'hard.' to remember that this thing is not ',_a’v' o

'damsel flsh and one completely forgot t1me, and the water was so -:.

'the beach and started home. 8

' beaches, po1nt1ng out water fountalns, comfort stat1ons, places B
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Sunday, June 6th (cont:.nued)

_ somet1mes as b1g as a waterrnelon, black w1th 1ong black spmes. If -

you touch them, : they would stmg and it would be qu1te pamful for 30 T s

Once No 1 dlvvd down~ and dlslodged one w1th a small st1ck

ve getable, but really an an1ma1

Saw groupers and grunts and gramme;ns lovely, yellow —ta11ed

buoyant that I felt I could sw1m for hours w1thout touchmg bottom or . ."":'

bgomg back to land Indeed 1t was two hours before we swam in to

"I noticed little'Park Service sfégns,' unobtrusiv‘eiy'aIOng - |

to plcm.c, to pltch a tent and frequently fam111es in these spots. o

- Just as I landed, there was a family beside their tent',and a. |

gentleman walked out on the xsand and said, “Thls is prettler L

» than the Pedernales, 1sn‘t 1t‘>" Shghtly taken aback I sald

26,-,
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. Sunday, June 6th (continued) .

.',f'Yes,l-' indeed it Aisll. i"‘ Then he stuck out .his_hand and oalled his name -- |
Iwish1 could re’zne.znber;“it," Dr : ;sléisethirilg" L from th'e.Universitv of
- Texas ’. He 1ntroduoed lumself ‘and he sa1d ”I taught Lynda B1rd in '
) “g'eo]..ogy. She is a m1ghty good student.v_” We had the most pleasant |
o ‘conversatlon. _‘ He comes down and br1ngs h1s' farm.ly“on carnpout trzps ] : :
to‘ some Natronal Park area, and th1s is one of the1r favorltes’.‘ ) That =
v'igv‘goesdlunder the Small World Department | “

| o We drove back over the prec1p1tous road in the Jeep to the ‘

j cottage just in time for a b1t of a rest and to dress for dmner Th1s |

is the only t1me dunng my stay here that I have planned to 11ve 11ke

. Washmgton. ‘ G1rd1es and gloves and an effort to be a hostess | But

I thought it would be 1nterest1ng and ‘approprlate to have a few |

) ’people in for di.nner, s0 we‘had asked Governor' and Mrs. Pali{wonslév., ’ :.'

: the‘ Cyr11 Klngs (h1s JOb approxunates that of L1eutenant Governor,‘ |

v ‘but has a dlf.ferent t1t1e) | He is a qulte urbane -lookmg, pleasa.nt |
"sophlstlcated Negro whorn I 'had alregdy met at the arr1va1 functmn.

. And the HenryrDameans_are here. I ha.d been looking :Eo_r_vvard ‘A :
very much to ‘seeing him again, hecause all ot’ our conversation's ' |
ahout the Natural Beauty Con_terence had been over Athe t’elephone

<a | and 1 had come to decide that he vvvas a very .intelligent doer of Mr
| Lauran-ce Rocicefeller.‘s wonderful ideas. A.nd we had asked_the g
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‘and interesting'”rn'an.' e

.Sundla.y', June 6th (continued)'. ,

young, attractwe Bl].l Favors - he runs the Caneel Bay Plantatlon, we

had been to their-house' for. cocktails. And some fr1ends of Tony s and

Mat1ana. S, Mr. and Mrs Cramer, who had been on the fhght down £rom-_i' '

'Washmgton w1th us. V He was returmng from Washmgton, where he hadb

“recewed a reward for exceptmnal servme to do w1th h1s _)Ob as head of

\
SRR

'the V1rg1n Islands Corporatmn. Th15 corporatlon handles the ut111t1es {

g and certam bus1nesses of the 1slands, and he 8 Just about put 1t on 1ts

o feet'”,f'I under_s'tand.' '?He"s -f_rom Massachusetts; has known the Kenn_edys

a long time, was"crippled, with arthritis, I b,elieve.. A very erudite :

It was a dehghtful evenmg for Tony and Mat1ana. and Bess and

m Dr1nks on the terrace, lookmg out at the sea and the stars, _w1th e

'varied interesting conversation.‘ Nice cbunterpoint to the life we

had been 1ead1ng, mostly of bemg together, the four of us at meal- ‘
times. We talked about the h1story and the future of the 1slands, the , |
products and the personahtles.' A dehghtful well-spent evemng.

But then, early to bed
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