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W as an o v erw h elm in g ly  fu ll d a y . In th e m orn in g , d e s k  w ork and  

b ea u ty  p a r lo r , retu rn in g  ju st in  t im e  to  en cou n ter the N ation a l S o c ie ty  

o f  In te r io r  D e c o r a to r s , so m e  350, who w ere  having a tou r  o f th e W hite 

H o u se , w ith  M r. K etchum  stand ing in  for  m e . I ru sh ed  r ig h t in to  th e ir  

m id s t  a s  I ca m e  in  fr o m  J ea n  L o u is , f ly in g  to th e D ip lo m a tic  R oom , 

and w a s so o n  en gu lfed  in  sa y in g  h e llo  on e v e r y  hand. I found m y s e lf  |

stan d in g  in  fron t o f the f ir e p la c e , r e c e iv in g  th e ir  tr ib u te  w h ic h  J im  

K etchu m  w as going  to  r e c e iv e  in  m y  p la c e . A  b r ie f  en co u n ter .

And th en  on u p sta ir s  fo r  a m e e tin g  w ith  L iz , B e s s ,  B a rb a ra  

K een e , and D r . E r ic  G oldm an in  the Q ueen's R oom  o v e r  a  b ite  o f  

lu n ch  to  ta lk  about m y  b e te  n o ir , the F e s t iv a l  o f A r ts , n ex t M onday,

June 14th. I w as a l i t t le ,  not m u ch , r e a s s u r e d  b y  a ll  th ey  to ld  m e .

T h is I know . A  g r ea t d e a l o f  w ork  h as gone into it ,  m o s t  o f  it  done 

b y  D r . G oldm an, m o s t  o f  it  good w o rk . B ut the L o w e ll a ffa ir  has  

gotten  us o ff to a  bad s t a r t . .

And th en , w ith  the qu ick  ch a n g es , the sh ifts  o f g ea r  o f the  

m in d  that go w ith  th is  l i f e ,  down to  the W est H a ll to  ta lk  to  B ob  

Gutw ill ig  about M r s . Joh n son 's  b ook . I had s e e n  the m ockup - -  it  

lo o k s  w o n d erfu l. He w ants m e to  do a  s to r y  for  so m e  m a g a z in e  

about m y  tr ip s  around th e coun try , th e County co u rth o u ses  and old  

g r a v ey a r d s  in  V ir g in ia  and M aryland w ith  M r s . John son , in  g e n e r a l
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T u esd a y , June 8th (continued)

about h er  in te r e s t  in  g en ea lo g y  and how it d ev e lo p ed . It i s  r e la x in g  to  

find  so m eth in g  that sounded  lik e  it  i s  going ■well.

And n ex t a  s e s s io n  w ith  S im on e and John S eco n d a r i about the  

ABC d ocu m en ta ry  on the b e a u tif ic a tio n  o f W ashington . T h is  to o , l ik e  

the F e s t iv a l  o f  the A r ts , lo o m s as a  g rea t q u es tio n -m a r k , though I 

h ave  found s in c e  s ta r tin g  i t  that I am  m u ch  m o re  at e a s e  than I had  

thought, th at I a c tu a lly  en joy  p a r ts . I t's  ju st  that w e m u st  e s ta b lis h  

th e lin e  o f com m u n ica tio n  b e tw een  us and that la d y  on the o th er  end  

o f th e  s e t  in  the liv in g  ro o m  in  G adsden , A labam a, and P o r tsm o u th , 

New H a m p sh ire , and S iou x  F a l ls ,  South  D akota, and m ak e th em  th ink, 

now w hat can  I go out and do? T hat lin e  of com m u n ica tio n  I h ave  not 

s e e n  co m e  through y e t .

And th en  to  th e  b ig  ev en t o f th e  day a t 6 o ’c lo c k . To th e  E a s t  

R oom  fo r  a  r ec e p tio n  fo r  the P r e s id e n t ia l  S c h o la r s . T h ere  th ey  

w e r e , a l l  s e a te d  in  th e ir  g ilt  c h a ir s , 120 o f th em  — 60 g ir ls  and  

60 b o y s . T h ere  w as one m o r e , but he w as a b se n t. Two fr o m  e a ch  

S ta te  o f the union, so m e  fr o m  T e r r ito r ie s ,  and so m e  a t la r g e .  A s 

th e paper sa id , not ev en  a sard in e, could  have sq u eezed  in to  the  

E a s t  R oom  of th e W hite H o u se . B e s id e s  the stu d en ts , th e r e  w e r e  

th e ir  p a r e n ts , o f  c o u r se , and d is tin g u ish e d  g u e s ts  fr o m  a l l  w a lk s
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T u esd a y , June 8th (continued)

o f l i f e  th at w e had in v ited  to add to  th e lu s te r  o f th e o c c a s io n , to  in sp ir e  

th e young fo lk s , and to sen d  th em  h om e th inking th ey  had s e e n  so m eth in g  

o f th e ir  w on d erfu l cou n try .

TV and a l l  it s  m a ch in es  and hum ans ta k es  up so  m u ch  ro o m  th at  

m a n y  d is tin g u ish ed  g u e s ts  - -  John G len n , the a stro n a u t, R o b ert M e r r il l ,  

th e  o p era  s in g e r , and lo ts  o f p a ren ts  and a id e s  and p r e s s  w e r e  stand ing  

p r e s s e d  to g e th er  a g a in s t th e w a lls .

.I w ent in  ahead  and took  a  s e a t  in  the fron t row , and L yndon ca m e  

in  a  l i t t le  b it la te  to  the tune o f H ail to The C h ie f. Lyndon w a rm ed  up 

th e a u d ien ce  b y .sa y in g , "We a r e  d e lig h ted  to  g r e e t  the p a ren ts  o f  th e  

S c h o la r s  th is  a ftern o o n , having gone through the e x p e r ie n c e  o f graduating  

our seco n d  dau ghter la s t  w e ek . M r s . John son  and I f e e l  it  m ig h t b e  in  

o r d e r  to  g iv e  p a ren ts  m ed a ls  to o ."

And th en  th e l in e  I lik ed  b e s t  in  the sp e ec h , "An ab id in g  fa ith  

in  m an  h im s e lf  and a  d e c en t r e s p e c t  for  y o u r s e lf  and your own p o te n tia l." 

He r e c o g n iz e d  a  c e r ta in  r is in g  d isc o r d  in the w orld  o f  the in te l le c tu a ls  

w hen  he sa id , "A nother va lu e  I r eg a rd  as v e r y  n e a r ly  su p rem e  is  th at  

o f  b e lie v in g  that e v e r y  m an crea ted  in  the im a g e  o f h is  God h a s so m eth in g  

to  sa y  to  h is  tim e  and h as the r ig h t to  be h eard  b y  h is  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  

w ith ou t p r e ju d ice  and w ithout m isc o n c e p tio n . "
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T u esd a y , June 8th (continued)

At the end o f h is  sp eech , a fter  the r is in g  and the c la p p in g , he 

s m ile d  and w alk ed  out. And th is  is  an exam p le  that not ev en  at the  

W hite H ouse d oes ev ery th in g  go on c lock w ork , fo r  e v e r y  a ffa ir  m u st  

b e  in  a  m e a s u r e  r e h e a r se d  b efo reh a n d . He and I and a ll  w ho r e a lly  

p a r tic ip a te  in  i t  shou ld  know, shou ld  be to ld , e x a c t ly  w hat w e do w hen, 

w hen, w h en . It i s  a  m a tter  o f p r e c is io n  and g r a ce  com b in ed . The  

in d isp e n sa b le  B e s s ,  who a lw a y s d o es  that so  q u ietly , so  e ff ic ie n t ly ,  

fo r  on ce  som ehow  had not done i t .  I d idn't r e a lly  know w hat Lyndon  

w a s su p p osed  to  d o . I should  have q u ick ly  o b se rv e d  the w h ite -w ra p p ed , 

g o ld -r ib b o n ed  b o x e s  beh ind  h im . T h o se  w e re  the m e d a ls , on th e ta b le .  

I d id n 't. He w alk ed  out.

I w en t out to  find out w hat the s c o r e  w a s . B e s s  ca m e  q u ick ly  

and to ld  us th at in stea d  o f stan d in g  in  the lin e  in  the B lu e  R oom  to  

r e c e iv e  th em , stu d en ts and a ll ,  i t  w ould  r e a lly  b e  m u ch  s im p le r  if  

he retu rn ed  to the podium , g r ee te d  the stud en ts th e r e , and a s  ea ch  

nam e w as c a lle d  out, handed h im  or h er  the P r e s id e n t ia l M ed al.

And so , se e m in g  v e r y  aw kw ard, b ack  in  w e w ent. The n a m es  

w e r e  c a lle d , the stu d en ts f ile d  p a st, Lyndon shook  h an d s. I knew by  

h is  s m ile  he w a s try in g  to in v e s t  ea ch  one w ith  that fe e lin g  o f, "This  

i s  a  b ig  m om en t"  th at he or  sh e  d e s e r v e d . I knew a ls o  th at he w as
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T u esd a y , June 8th (continued)

fe e lin g  ru ffled , a s  I w a s , b y  th e co n fu sio n .

And th en  a  b lin d  g ir l ,  S u san  M altby fr o m  O regon , w a s  le d  up onto  

th e s ta g e  b y  W hite H ou se A id es and, although h e  w as try in g  to  b e  v e r y  

s o lic ito u s  (he had p r a c t ic a lly  lif te d  h er  down fr o m  the p la tfo rm ) a s  sh e  

retu rn ed  sh e  s tu m b led . F o r tu n a te ly , he caught h e r , g r a c e fu lly  enough  

so  sh e  w a sn ’t  e m b a r r a s s e d .  I jum ped up, m otio n ed  to  th em  to  tak e m y  

s e a t  a t th e fr o n t. O th erw ise  th ey  w ould  have had to go once m o r e  th rou gh  

th e crow d  to  th e ir  s e a t  so m ew h ere  in  th e  r e a r .  A nother sn a fu .  T he  

A ide d id n 't un d erstan d , and of c o u r se  the b lind  g ir l  d idn’t .   B ut p r e s e n t ly  

so m e  h e lp fu l p e r so n  brought h er  back , put h e r  down in  the s e a t  I had  

v a c a te d , and an oth er  g en tlem a n  r o s e  and in s is te d  th at I s i t  b y  h er .   

T h ese  a r e  the so r t  o f  th in gs you have to  sm ile  th rou gh .

W hen ea ch  one had r e c e iv e d  h is  M ed al, Lyndon and I w en t  

o n ce  m o r e  to  the B lu e  R oom , and th e r e  w e m e t the p a ren ts  o f  a l l  

th e  y o u n g s te r s . P ro u d  and sm ilin g , ju st a s  Lyndon and I had b e e n  w hen  

Lynda B ird  in  h er  fr e sh m a n  y e a r  at the U n iv e r s ity  o f T ex a s  had m ad e  

th e honor s o c ie ty . N othing could  have kept m e  aw ay! And a lo n g  w ith  

th e  p a r e n ts , d is tin g u ish ed  g u e s ts . T h ere  w as quaint l i t t le  poete s s  

M aryann M oore, fr a g ile  and old , John O 'H ara, the au th or. D r . Jon as  

S a lk , who gave the w o r ld  the v a c c in e  fo r  p o lio , Stan  M u sia l, the
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T u esd a y , June 8th  (continued)

g r e a t  f ig u re  in  b a se b a ll, now S p e c ia l C onsultant to Lyndon on  p h y s ic a l  

f i t n e s s .  And I had a  hug for  th e B i l l  H a ggertys o f  D r e x e l U n iv e r s ity ,  

now lo s t  to us a t th e U n iv e r s ity  o f T e x a s . And p r e tty  D r . June N o b e l, 

w ho had w ork ed  w ith  the G ir ls ' Job C orps a ffa ir , B a rb a ra  T uckm an, 

author o f Guns o f A u g u st, J a so n  R o b a rd s, w h o se  p er fo rm a n ce  in  A rthur  

M ille r ’s ra th e r  i l l - fa te d  p la y  I w il l  n ev er  fo r g e t .  P la y w r ig h t P ad dy  

C h a y efsk y .  And fr o m  our own p a rt o f  the cou n try , T om  L ea , author  

and a r t is t .  He to ld  m e  that on the b a ck  of the p ic tu re  o f the dun h o r se  

h e had done u s w e r e  th e  w ord s: "Dun h o r se  w ith  z eb ra  l e g s .  H e w il l  

d ie  b e fo r e  he g e ts  t ir e d ."   Y ou can  s e e  th at in  th e  l if t  o f h is  h ea d .

W hen w e had fin ish ed  w ith  the r e c e iv in g  l in e , Lyndon w en t  

b a ck  u p sta ir s  and w h isp e r ed  to  m e  he w ould lik e  to  have a  b oat tr ip  

on the r iv e r .   I sa id , " F in e . I ' l l  g e t B a rb a ra  J a ck so n  and h e r  

husband, w ho a r e  our h o u se  g u e s ts , you in v ite  ev ery b o d y  e l s e  

you  w ant, and w e ' l l  go a s  so o n  as  I 'v e  had a l i t t le  tim e  out on the  

law n  to  v i s i t  w ith  th e  P r e s id e n t ia l S c h o la r s  and th e ir  p a ren ts  and  

th e s e  d is tin g u ish ed  g u e s t s .  B e c a u s e , a fter  a l l ,  L u c i B a in e s  i s  the  

h o s te s s  fo r  the supp er b u ffet.

B u t f ir s t  th ere  w a s a  r e c e p tio n  in  the S tate  D in ing R oom  fo r  

th e  p a r e n ts , w ho w i l l  le a v e  a fter  th is .  A  n ic e  b len d in g , to o , o f  a l l  

th r e e  e le m e n ts . I had a  ch an ce to  con gratu la te  C h a r les  B oh len ,
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T u esd ay , June 8th (continued)

so n  o f the A m b a ssa d o r  to  F r a n c e , and B a rb a ra  P en d le to n  o f G eo rg ia , a  

fr ie n d  o f  D r . H u r s t 's , who had w r itten  m e about h er .  In fa c t , I had  

an e s p e c ia l ly  w a rm  h an d clasp  for  a l l  th o se  P r e s id e n t ia l S c h o la r s  fro m  

M is s is s ip p i  and A lab am a and A rk a n sa s and T e x a s . Soon I thought it  

w a s a  good p arty , in  sp ite  o f  aw kw ard m o m en ts , and b eg in  to  f e e l  that 

glow  that w e w e r e  havin g  a happy t im e , w as u rg in g  a l l  th e  p a ren ts  to  

p le a s e  b e  a t h o m e, h a v e  a le i s u r e ly  v i s i t  in  th e  B lu e  R oom  and th e  R ed  

R oom  and the G reen  R oom .

And then  I a sk ed  B a rb a ra  i f  sh e  and h er  husband w ou ld n 't jo in  

u s  b u t on th e  law n for  a  w h ile . I knew i t  w ould  b e  a  th r il l  fo r  th e young  

p eo p le  to  m e e t  h e r . I ev en  got a  la r g e  id en tifica tio n  tag  p inned  on  

h e r . T h is  I had le a rn ed  fr o m  th e  la s t  one w e had had . S tudents fa ile d  

to  r e c o g n iz e  H elen  H a y e s , s o  each  d istin g u ish ed  g u est w as w e ll  

m a rk ed  w ith  a la r g e  nam e ta g , so  th e ir  illu striou s p r e se n c e  w ould n 't  

go unknown and u n ce leb ra ted .

T he law n w as gay w ith  the red  and w hite  s tr ip ed  te n t , w ith  

la n ter n s  and the s h e l l  fo r  en ter ta in m en t, and the fountain  and th e  

fa ilin g  tw ilig h t sk y . And ea ch  w as so o n  grav ita tin g  to  h is  k in d .

D r . S a lk  p ro v ed  one o f  the m o s t  d e lig h tfu l g u e s ts  p r e se n t  and a  

r e g u la r  lod e  ston e  fo r  y o u n g ster s  stud ying  p h y s ic s  and c h e m is tr y .'
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And m a n y  gath ered  around S en ator  B i l l  F u lb r ig h t. And Stan  

M u sia l b rou gh t out L u c i in  h er  p r e tty  w hite graduation  d r e s s  on h is  

a r m .  T h ey  w e r e  so o n  su rrou n d ed .

And, o f  c o u r se , m o d e s t  b u t so  v e r y  lik ea b le  C olon el John  G lenn  

had a crow d  o f y o u n g ster s  around h im .

T h e re  w e r e  so m e  good n ew sp ap er  p eop le
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T u esd a y , June 8, 1965 P a g e

I th ink I g lim p se d  E r ic  S ev a re id  and H ow ard K. Sm ith and B il l  W hite 

and C arl R ow an o f USIA. And B arb ara  W ard h e r s e l f  turned  out a s  

. a lw a y s  to be im m ed ia te ly  the cen ter  o f a l iv e ly  c ir c le .  But soon , and  

g en tly  I h op e, I d is lo d g ed  them  a lon g  w ith B etty  and B il l  F u lb righ t (I 

had gotten  the m e s s a g e  from  Lyndon - - h e  hoped I w ould  bring  them  

fo r  the b o a t-r id e  d in ner), and w e s lip p ed  u p sta ir s  to join  h im , and  

found Ann and Ed C lark  of A u stin  th e r e  -- Ed about to be h o p efu lly  our 

A m b a ssa d o r  to A u s tr a lia .  And out w e w ent through a  fron t door so  

. w e w ould  not go p a st the g u e s ts  on the South Lawn, headed  fo r  th e ’ -  

"H oneyfitz" and a  d e lic io u s  th ree  h ou rs of drink s and ta lk .

In ta lk ing about the in tern a tio n a l s itu a tio n  and the p eop le  who  

w ork  in  it ,  I r em em b er  so m eth in g  Lyndon sa id  about E llsw o r th  B unker - -  

"He can  a n sw er  any argu m en t and n ev er  take any sk in  off you . " He sa id  

"He’s the on ly  m an  I've e v e r  recom m en d ed  for  a  p o st and n ev er  had a 

d is se n tin g  v o ic e  r a is e d  - -  not one - -  every o n e  lik e s  h im ."

V' And then so m eth in g  L ady J a ck son  sa id  w hen w e w e re  ta lk in g  about 

our b ea u tifica tio n  p rogram  - - h o w  g ra p h ica lly  sh e sp ea k s  - -  w h at a r a re  

ta len t for  com m u n ica tio n .  "If w e can  put a m an out on the dark  s id e  o f 

the m oon, w e change the dark fa c e  of the country ."

Spending h ou rs w ith  h er  h a s b een  one of the good th ings for  m e  ■ 

about th ese  la s t  two y e a r s .  I l ik e  tim e sp en t w ith  sm a r t  p eop le  b e tter
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than I w ould  lik e  ow ning je w e lry .

I c o rn er e d  S ir  R ob ert and sp en t a la r g e  part of the ev en in g  w ith  

h im . He p la y s  a v e r y  la r g e  part in  the M ekong R iv er  p ro jec t, and I 

w anted  h im  to ex p la in  it  to m e — w hich  he did, w ith  a l l  it s  m u lt i-  . 

r a m if ic a t io n s , it s  a c h ie v em en ts , its  p o s s ib i l i t ie s .  Oddly i t ' s  som eth in g  

that in  the m id d le  of a ll  the d isc o r d  - -  c iv i l  w a rs  and s tr ife  the 

su rrou n d in g  nation s of that part o f the w orld  have kept on co o p era tin g , 

in , he sa id . He d e sc r ib e d  v e r y  g ra p h ica lly  the s iz e  o f the v e g e ta b le s  

, r a is e d  on the ir r ig a te d  lan d  a s  co m p ared  w ith  th ose  on the dry  land .

And he ta lk ed  to m e about the th ree  s te p s  that w ere  co m in g  up in  the 

n ex t m onth or so  that fa ce  Lyndon lik e  a s e r ie s  of g iant o b s ta c le s  on 

w h ich  m uch good or i l l  m ay flow  - -  the m eetin g  of the P r im e  M in is te r s  

of the C om m on w ealth  c o u n tr ie s , a g r e a t  m any of whom  a r e  our n atu ra l 

stro n g  a l l ie s  but so m e  - -  and m o re  and m o re  - -  it  s e e m s  b eco m in g  

doubtful. T h at's  the f i r s t  h u rd le , and one he thinks w ill  be p a s se d  a s  

a s u c c e s s  fo r  the U nited  S ta te s . And then the seco n d  is  a 20th  b irth d ay  

a n n iv e r sa r y  m e e tin g  of the U nited  N ation s in San F r a n c is c o . He thinks 

L yndon 's p r e se n c e  th ere  and any sp eech  h e  m a k es w ill  h ave  a  g rea t  

s tr a te g ic  im p o rta n ce .  And th ird , the r e a lly  e x p lo s iv e  h u rd le  is  the A fro  

A sia n  m ee tin g . He r e fe r r e d  to i t  a s  th e" B a n -d o n g "  c o n feren ce  i n  I 

b e lie v e  A lg e r ia .  T h is  he thinks m ay  be fraugh t w ith  m en a ce .

It w as a fa sc in a tin g  even in g .  Lyndon spent a  s iz e a b le  p art 

of it  w ith  Ed C lark , and I h ea rd  him  in v ite  h im , to b r e a kfast the next 
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m orn in g  w ith  the P r im e  M in ister  of A u stra lia , L ord  M en z ie s . He 

a ls o  a sk ed  L ady Jack son  and Sir R ob ert.

B o a ts  a re  Lyndons fa v o r ite  S h a n g r i-la  th ese  d a y s. H ere  in  

W ash in gton , the "H oneyfitz" on the P o to m a c . When w e a r e  h om e, 

our boat on the L lano R iv e r , and the Lyndon B . Johnson la k e . It i s  

h ard  to s ta r t  c a llin g  it  that. • .


