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L y n d o n  got up e a r l y  fo r  b r e a k f a s t  w ith  the P r i m e  M in i s t e r  of 

A u s t r a l i a  - -  L o r d  M e n z ie s .  H e w a n te d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  h im  to m e e t

E d  C l a r k  w ho i s  to b e  o u r  new  A m b a s s a d o r  to A u s t r a l i a  - -  the  S en a te  

w i l l in g  a n d  A u s t r a l i a  p ro v id in g  a n agreement[?]

S i r  R o b e r t  a n d  L a d y  J a c k s o n  w e r e  in v i te d  too . B u t I  f e l t  in  

s p i te  of L a d y  J a c k s o n 's  p r e s e n c e  th is  w a s  r e a l l y  a  s ta g  a f f a i r .  So 

, I  s t a y e d  in, b e d .   ̂ . -

; M y f i r s t  a p p o in tm e n t  of the  day  w as  to go to  the C o n g r e s s io n a l  

C lu b .  H ow  m a n y  dozens , h u n d r e d s  of t im e s  I 'v e  b e e n  t h e r e  s in c e  1937 - -  

e s p e c i a l l y  to th e  F r i d a y  a f t e r n o o n  t e a s  - -  c o n s t i tu e n ts  in  tow, to l i s t e n  

to  a n  A m b a s s a d o r  o r  m a y b e  a  C a b in e t  m e m b e r  o r  s o m e o n e  f r o m  the  

w o r l d  o f  the t h e a t r e !  T h i s  t im e  i t  w a s  to s e e  p r e s e n t e d  to th e  C lu b  a  

m i n i a t u r e  of m y  own I n a u g u r a l  B a l l  gow n w o rn  on a  f o u r - f o o t  d o ll ,  

p l a c e d  in  a  b e a u t i f u l  I t a l i a n  c a b in e t  to  jo in  the  c o l le c t io n  sp a n n in g  100 

y e a r s  of F i r s t  L a d ie s  f r o m  M a r y  T odd  L in c o ln  to m e .  I w a s  h o r r i f i e d  

w h e n  I  s aw  l a t e r  in  th e  p a p e r  th a t  i t  c o s t  $1500. It  w a s  m a d e  b y  Jo h n  

M o o r e  o u t  o f  m a t e r i a l  h e  h a d  l e f t  o v e r  a n d  p r e s e n t e d  to th e  C lu b  b y  

Iv a n  P e r f u m e s  B a r o n  W. L a n g e r  v o n  L a n g e n d o r f , the  h e a d  of Iv a n  

P e r f u m e s  - -  e l d e r l y ,  g r a c io u s ,  b e a m in g  - -  on h a n d  f o r  the p r e s e n t a t i o n

to r e p r e s e n t  h i s  f i r m .  W ith  s o m e o n e   to lead u s ,  i t  w a s  not a  c ro w d e d
 

a f f a i r  - -  j u s t  a b o u t  150 o f  th e  C lu b  r n e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  -- Carrie Da v i s  

a n d  M r s .  K u n k e l  m e e t in g  m e  a t  t he  f r o n t  d o o r .  We  w en t in to lo o k
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a t  the  d o l l s  l in in g  the  w a l l s  o f  the  p a r l o r ,  n ew ly  d e c o r a te d ,  h a d  s h e r r y .

A nd  th e n  w e n t  u p s t a i r s  f o r  th e  p r e s e n t a t io n .  M r s .  K u n k e l  w e lc o m e d  

e v e ry b o d y .  I  m a d e  a  few  r e m a r k s  of a c c e p ta n c e  a n d  th e n  u n v e i le d  the  

c a b in e t  c o n ta in in g  the  r e p l i c a  of m y  In a u g u ra l  gown, th an k in g  the  B a r r o n ,  

r e c e iv in g  y e l lo w  r o s e s  f r o m  h im .  A nd th en  a f t e r  h u g s  a n d  k i s s e s  a s  

I  w e n t  dow n t h e  ai s l e  s e e in g  m y  o ld  f r i e n d s  a n d  g e tt in g  a  c a n  of s o rg h u m  

f r o m  Ivo S p a r k m a n !

I  w a s  b a c k  in  the  c a r  b y  12:30.

I  jo in e d  S i r  R o b e r t  a n d  L a d y  J a c k s o n  a n d  the E d  C l a r k s  f o r  lu n c h  

i n  the  d o w n s t a i r s  d in ing  r o o m .  I  do n o t  t r e s p a s s  on the u p s t a i r s  one 

v e r y  o f ten ,  a n d  th is  t im e  t h e r e  w a s  a  lu n ch eo n , off the  r e c o r d ,  th a t  

L y n d o n  w a s  h a v in g  f o r  H u r s t  n e w s p a p e r  e x e c u t iv e s  — W ill iam  R . H u r s t ,  J r .  

C o n n ie  K i n g s b e r r y  S m ith ,  two o r  t h r e e  m o r e  a n d  M a r y  A nn M e a n s .   T h i s   

h a d  to b e  a  b r i e f  lu n c h e o n  w ith  m e ,  g e t t in g  e v e ry b o d y  s e t t l e d ,  j u s t  a  b i te ,  

a n d  th e n  lo v in g  g o o d b y es  to  B a r b a r a  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  b e c a u s e  th e y  w i l l  b e  

go ing  b a c k  to  E n g la n d  a n y  d ay  now, and  I  h a d  to m e e t  the  ABC f i lm in g  

c r e w  f o r  a  long  a f t e r n o o n  of th is  e n d u r a n c e  c o n te s t .

T h i s  a f t e r n o o n  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  th e  o th e r s .  T h e r e  w i l l  b e  no 

T e l e p r o m p t e r .  I t ' s  the  W a s h in g to n - B a l t im o r e  P a r k w a y  a n d  N ew  Y o rk  

A v en u e . A nd th e n  the  G e o rg e  W ash in g to n  M e m o r i a l  e n t r a n c e  to the  c i ty  

of W a s h in g to n .  A nd th en  a  d r iv e  th ro u g h  R o ck  C r e e k  P a r k .  I f  I  w e r e
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a s  a g g r e s s i v e  a s  I  a m  u n d e r s t a n d in g ,  I w ou ld  h av e  i n s i s t e d  on r e v e r s i n g  

the  o r d e r  a n d  d o in g  R o c k  C r e e k  P a r k  f i r s t  in  o r d e r  to  a s s u r e  m y s e l f  

a n d  g e t  m e  in  th e  m o o d  b e c a u s e  R o ck  C r e e k  P a r k  I  know  a n d  lo v e  f r o m  

m  o r e  th a n  25 y e a r s  of e x p e r i e n c e .  And New Y o rk  A venue  f o r  i n s t a n c e  

I  h a v e  no p a r t i c u l a r  fe e l in g  f o r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  I ca:nnot ta lk  a b o u t  i t ,  I  

fo u n d  i t  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  w i th o u t  a  T e le p r o m p t e r ,  ■

I  s a t  in  th e  b a c k  s e a t  of the  c a r  w i th  m y  f r i e n d  B i l l  H a r t ig a n ,  

the c a m e r a  m a n  c ro u c h e d  up on  th e  f r o n t  s e a t ,  g r in d in g  a w a y  w i th  h is  

c a m e r a ,  a n d  Jo h n  Second a r i  s l i n k i n g  -- i f  on e  c a n  s a y  he  does -- in to  the  

c o r n e r  of the  l e f t - h a n d  b a c k  s e a t  w h ile  I  j u s t  s im p ly  ta lk e d  a w a y  a b o u t  

th e  h i s t o r y  of R o c k  C r e e k  P a r k  f o r  in s t a n c e  - -  how i t  w a s  a c q u i r e d ,  

w h a t  i t  m e a n s  to the  c i ty ,  fo r  a  flow  of t r a f f i c ,  f o r  b e a u ty ,  f o r  a  r ib b o n  

■ o f  g r e e n .  '

' I t  w a s  n e a r l y  t h r e e  h o u r s  b e f o r e  we r e t u r n e d  to th e  W hite  H o u se  

w ith  m e  f e e l in g  s h a k y  a n d  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  the  r e s u l t s .  A nd  i t  w a s  tim e  

to  g e t  r e a d y  f o r  t h e  f a r e w e l l  p a r t y  f o r  the  K e r m i t  G o rd o n s .  L ik e  o th e r s ,  

i t  w a s  in  the  Y e llo w  R o o m  a t  6:30 - -  s m a l l ,  i n t im a te ,  p e r h a p s  the  

s m a l l e s t  of the  lo t .   T h e  h o n o r e e s  - -  the  K e r m i t  G o rd o n s  a n d  t h e i r  

d a u g h te r  C a th e r in e  a n d  the  young ro an  she  is  going  to m a r r y  - -  the 

D ave  B e l l s  of AID, C e l e b r e z z e s  f r o m  the C a b in e t  a n d  the  F o w l e r s  a n d  

the  F r e e m a n s  a n d  th e  G ro n o u s k is  a n d  L y d ia  K a tz e n b a c h  a n d  D e a n  a n d  

V i r g in ia  R u s k  - -  b l e s s  th e m .  T h e  K e r m i t  G o rd o n s ,  the  C h a r le s  S c h u l tz e s ,
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Stew  a n d  L e e  U d a ll  a n d  J a n e  a n d  B i l l  W ir tz  a n d  J im  a n d  P a t s y  W ebb 

w hom  I 'v e  a lw a y s  r e g a r d e d  a s  v e r y  s p e c ia l  f r i e n d s  —  so m eh o w  h a v in g  

N o r th  C a r o l in a  c o n n e c t io n s  a r e  s p e c i a l  c r e d e n t i a l s  to  m e .

T h i s  w a s  one  o f th o se  p a r t i e s  w h e re  you so o n  f e l t  the  w a v e s  

of good  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f low ing  - -  e v e ry b o d y  h av ing  fun . J a n e  F r e e m a n  

a n d  I  a n d  O r v i l l e  r e m i n i s c i n g  a b o u t  w h a t  a  w o n d e r fu l  s n o rk e l in g  gu id e  * 

N oble  S a m u e l  i s ;  S tew  a n d  L e e  U d a ll  ad d in g  th e i r  w o rd  a b o u t  the  g lo r i e s '  

of th e  V i r g in  I s la n d s  - -  the  h i s t o r y  of the  P a r k  s y s te m  t h e r e .  I  h a d  

a  good  c h a t  w ith  D av id  B e l l  a b o u t  Tony 's  w o rk in g  t e m p o r a r i l y  f o r  AID 

Advising on how  to  m a r k e t  h a n d ic r a f t  p r o d u c t s  m a d e  in  s o m e  6 South  

A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s .  "

T h e  h i t  of the  e v e n in g  w a s  M r s .  K e r m i t  G o r d o n - -  a lw a y s  so  

q u ie t  a n d  g e n t le  a n d  in  the b a c k g ro u n d .  B u t i t  s e e m s  sh e  h a d  j u s t  

d e l i v e r e d  a  B u d g e t  M e s s a g e  of h e r  own to h e r  h u s b a n d  - -  th a t  i s  a  

f a m i l y  one , a t  a n o th e r  f a r e w e l l  p a r ty ,  a n d  e v e ry b o d y  w a s  h i l a r i o u s  

o v e r  i t .  T h e  u n i v e r s a l  la n g u a g e  - -  w i f e - t o - h u s b a n d  B u d g e t  M e s s a g e .

In  th e  m i d s t  of L y n d o n 's  to a s t  to  the  K e r m i t  G o rd o n s  I  s to o d  

b e s i d e  h im  b e h in d  the  d e s k .  A nd th e n  c a s u a l ly  r e s t e d  m y  k n e e  on  the 

g r e e n  l e a t h e r  a n t iq u e  d e s k  c h a i r  - -  m y  h a n d s  on i t s  b a c k ,  m y  fu l l  

w e ig h t  on i t . . C r a s h !  Down i t  w e n t  to th e  f lo o r ,  L yndon , w i th o u t  e v en  

a  c o m m a ,  c o n t in u e d  h i s  s p e e c h  a n d  g e ts  a n  " A "  fo r  p o ise  - -  a l s o  f o r  

n o t  b e in g  " p u t  o u t"  .with m e  - -  o n e  of the h a z a r d s  of l iv in g  w ith  a n t iq u e s .
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T h a n k fu l ly ,  the  n e x t  d a y  I  found out i t  co u ld  b e  m e n d e d  b y  a  s k i l l fu l  

c r a f t s m a n .

I t  m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  a  good p a r t y  b e c a u s e  the  g u e s t s  s t a y e d  fu l ly ;  

tw o h o u r s .  B u t th e n  L yndon  w e n t  b a c k  to h is  o f f ic e ,  a n d  I  w o r k e d  a t  . 

m y  d e s k  on m a i l .  It w a s  n e a r l y  10:30 b e f o r e  h e  c a m e  h o m e  f o r  

d in n e r  - -  j u s t  the  two of u s .  .

'R e v e r b e r a t i o n s  a r e  s t i l l  c o m in g  in  f r o m  L u c i ' s  w e e k e n d  in  

M ilw a u k e e .  T h a t  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  c h i ld  h a d  w o r n  a  w ig  a s  a  d i s g u i s e .  

She h a d  r e n t e d  i t  f r o m  J e a n  L o u is  a n d  h a d  ta k e n  i t  to M a r q u e t te  w h e r e  

sh e  h a d  gone  to  a  p r o m ,  the g r a d u a t io n  e v e n ts  a n d  the  M a s s  a t  a  

C a th o l ic  C h u r c h  - -  e lu d in g  h a p p i ly  the  p u r s u in g  p r e s s  a n d  f a l l in g  in  

lo v e  w ith  M a r q u e t t e .   A nd  f r o m  a l l  I  h e a r ,  th ey  f e l l  in  lo v e  w i th  h e r .

I. c o u ld n ' t  h e lp  b u t  b e a  b i t  c h a g r in e d  th a t  a f t e r  a l l  m y  c a l l in g  f r o m  

f a r  a w a y  V i r g in  I s l a n d s  to  the F e ldste in s  a n d  t h e i r  g r a c io u s  w e lc o m e  

p r e p a r e d  a t  t h e i r  h o u s e  f o r  h e r ,  th a t  w h e n  she  d ro v e  up  in  f r o n t  of 

t h e i r  h o u s e ,  s a w  a  T V  t r u c k  a n d  lo ts  of n e w s p a p e r  m e n  w i th  c a m e r a s ,  

she  j u s t  s a id ,  " K e e p  on d r iv in g ." She d id n ’t s to p  a t  a l l . She s p e n t  the  

n ig h t  i n s t e a d  a t  the  h o m e  of h e r  f o r m e r  A g en t a n d  h i s  w ife  a n d  f a m i ly .  

B u t  sh e  to ld  m e  sh e  h a d  c a l l e d  th e  F e ldste in s  to  a p o lo g iz e  and  to th an k  

;  th e m .


