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It  w as  a  day tha t v a r ie d  be tw een  being h i la r io u s  an d  s e r io u s .

At 10:30 I w as  to leave  w ith  the ABC f ilm in g  c re w  to do the 

P o to m a c  R iv e r  w hich  m e a n t  Jean  L ou is  a t  9:30 and  m akeup  w ith  L i l ia n  

B row n and  ge tting  g e a re d  up  w ith  m y  l i t t le  e l e c t r i c a l  dev ice  in p o cke t,  

an d  then  to the R iv e r .

- -For the o c c a s io n , M r. S eco n d a r i  had engaged a  b o a t  - -  a  qu ite  

e ld e r ly  b o a t  - -  th a t  m u s t  have sp en t so m e  p a r t  of i t s  t im e  hau ling  f ish  

o r  we even  joked, g a rb ag e ;  from the f i r s t  m o m en t of the day  w e w e re

■ snake bit.-  ̂ ;
' ■':;':■ 

A lw ays I am  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  m y  s t r a w  bag - -  n e c e s s a r y ,

ub iq u ito u s  c o n ta in e r  tha t h as  sun  o il o r  s c a r f ,  m y  own c a m e r a ,  m a y b e  

a  b ig  h a t .  T o d ay  we fo rg o t  i t .

The top d eck  of the boa t w as  b ro i l in g  hot. It w as  h a r d  to m a n e u v e r  

i t  to the  lo c a t io n s  w h e re  we h ad  e i th e r  the good view  we w an ted  o r  the 

b a d  v iew  we w an ted  of the b an k s .  E v e ry w h e re  we w e re  d i r e c t ly  u n d e r  

the a i r  f l ig h t p a t te r n  f ro m  N ational A irp o r t .  And i t  i s  the b u s ie s t  

a i r p o r t  in  the U nited  S ta te s  ev e ry o n e  of us  is  r e a d y  to s w e a r .

J u s t  a s  I got to the m o s t  e a r n e s t  o r  poetic  p a r t  of the s c r i p t , . ^

'  "r o a r "̂ would go a  je t  o v e rh ead .

T hey  h ad  b ro u g h t  a long  a  d e lic io u s  lunch, an d  we a l l  s a t  below  

d e c k  an d  a te  w hile  M r.  S eco n d ari ,  one of the b e s t  r a c o n te u r s  I 'v e  , 

e v e r  b e e n  a ro u n d ,  to ld  u s  ta le s  about f ilm ing  so m ew h ere  c lo se  to
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the D ead Sea in  abou t 125 d e g re e s  day tim e te m p era tu re  - a  f ilm  he 

h o p es  to do of C o r te z .  I  w ish e d  he would b r in g  the whole com pany  

by the R anch  if  he does it.  I 'v e  grow n v e r y  fond of them a l l  w ork ing  

in  M oscow  on a  d o cu m en ta ry .  .

I t  w as  a  good lunch  and I w as  th e i r  g u es t,  and  they  h a d  fo r  

m e  th is  de ligh tfu l  c h a i r  - -  a  d i r e c t o r ' s  c h a i r  - -  w ith  in s te a d  of m y  

n a m e  on the b a c k , " T h e  F i r s t  L ad y " . , It w ill  be one of m y  p r iz e  

p o s s e s s io n s  in  m y  own l i t t le  a r c h iv e s .

; A f te r  lunch , b ack  to w ork , and  p re t ty  soon i  b egan  to h ave  

the fee lin g  tha t  so m eth in g  w as  going w rong  and  tha t  nobody w as  ' 

an x io u s  to te l l  m e  w hat i t  w a s .  But f in a lly  i t  w as  in e sc a p a b le .  T h e y  . 

had  to te l l  m e .  We h ad  been  having  engine tro u b le  fo r  so m e  t im e .  I t  

h a d  d ead  s to p p ed  now. We could  not p ro ceed .  We could  s ta y  w h e re  

we w e re  an d  shoot the r e s t  of the f ilm  w ith  the b oa t d r i f t in g , in  s p i te  , 

of the a n c h o r  s te a d i ly  tow ard  the sh o re .  We kept on doing ta k e s  - -  

S im one ge tting  a s  n e rv o u s  a s  a  k i t te n  o n  a h o t  s tove, the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  

ta lk ing  on th e i r  l i t t le  m a c h in e s  and  c o n fe rr in g  qu ie tly  w ith  e a c h  o th e r  

an d  S im one and  shaking th e i r  h e a d s  a s  the b oa t d r i f te d  and  d r i f te d  

to w ard  the sha llow  s h o re l in e s .

I  n o ticed  the po lice  boat w hich  h ad  b een  accom pany ing  u s  a t  a  

d is ta n c e ,  d raw ing  n e a r e r  and  hov e r in g  qu ite  c lo se .  F in a l ly ,  m y  ' 

S e c re t  S e rv ic e  sa id , "We a r e  ju s t  going to have to take you off. T h is
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thing is  going to be g rounded  any  m in u te ."  No, no, i t ' s  not d a n g e ro u s ,  

bu t i t  a p p e a r e d  i t  w ould r e s u l t  in a c a l l  fo r  help  to so m e  k ind of p a t r o l  

an d  a  lo t  of no tice  f ro m  the shore, and  c e r ta in ly  a  r i d icu lous  n e w sp a p e r  

s to r y  if  I  w e re  on b o a rd .  But we d id n 't  have m u ch  to do of the  s c r ip t .  

M r .  S e c o n d a r i  and  M r. H a ra s ty  and  m y f r ie n d  "Indian Joe" - -  a l l  of them  

w e re ,  so  e a g e r  to do one m o re  take  - -  one m o re  take. O v er  a n d  o v e r  

we w e r e  doing s m a l l  b i t s .  M r.  S eco n d a r i  w as  p ro b ab ly  c u r s in g  u n d e r  

h i s  b r e a th ,  and  I  try in g  m y  b e s t  to keep  a  s t r a ig h t  face  w hile  I  s a id ,  •

"W ho  knows, so m e  day John Smith's stu rg e o n s  m a y  r e t u r n  to th e i r  

na tive  h o m e . "

V A good few m in u te s  p ast as  the t im e  th a t  the S e c re t  S e rv ic e  ' 

h ad  w an ted  m e to get on the o th e r  boat,  t h e  c a m e r a s  did s t o p  g rin d in g ,

and  I  b id  f a re w e l l  to m y  m a ro o n e d  f r ie n d s ,  s tep p ed  in to  the p o lice  b o a t  - -  

i t  w ould  only ho ld  m y  d e ta i l  an d  S im one and  m e  - -  w aved  th em  fa re w e l l  

f ro m  o u r  g lo r io u s  day on the r iv e r .  And we w e re  b a c k  a t  the W hite R ouse  

b y  3:00 - -  in  t im e  fo r  a  l i t t le  d esk  w o rk  and  a  l i t t le  r e s t  b e fo re  the nex t 

v e r y  sp a rk l in g  even t of the day. T ha t w as m ee tin g  R ebekah  H a rk n e s s  

who i s  m a k in g  a  g ift to the White H ouse of a  p o r ta b le  s tage  fo r  the 

E a s t  R oom .

• She c a m e  fo r  c o c k ta i ls  a t  6:00, b r in g in g  w ith  h e r  a  couple  of 

o f f ic e r s  of h e r  F ounda tion  - -  M r.  A a ro n  F r o s h  f ro m  New Y o rk  an d  

G e ra ld  W agner of W ash ing ton . T h e y  both  have b een  w orking  w ith  : ; .
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B e s s  on th is  s tag e .  I  am  s u re  i t  a l l  c am e  abou t th rough  B e s s '  ingenuity  

a n d  of c o u r s e  M rs .  H a r k n e s s '  g e n e ro s i ty .  And the idea  w as  p ro b a b ly  . 

b o r n  w hen  M rs .  H a rk n e s s  c a m e  to a  White H ouse d in n er  and  saw  

. t h e  e n te r ta in m e n t  tha t tak es  p la c e  a f te rw a r d  on the tho rough ly  m a k e - 

: sh if t ,  heavy , u n p ro fe s s io n a l  s ta g e  tha t we put to g e th e r  fo r  so m an y

; w o n d e rfu l  e n te r ta in m e n ts .  : • '

I M rs .  H a rk n e s s  w as quite  b eau tifu l  -T s l im  and  s le e k  a n d  e leg an t  —

I ■ a n  in h ab itan t  of th a t  gl i t t e r in g  w o r ld  w h ere  one m o v es  f ro m  a  hom e in

I A ntigua to an a p a r tm e n t  in. New Y o rk  to a  cool co u n try  hom e in  '

I C o n n ec ticu t  o r  a  r a n c h  in  W yom ing and w h ere  one knows m an y  people

i in  the a r t s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  c i r c l e s  a long  w ith  f in a n c ia l  ones .

! If in  ta lk ing  to m y se l f  I sound l ike  a ch ild  w ith  m y  nose  p r e s s e d

I , a g a in s t  the g la s s  of the candy co u n te r ,  I am  r a th e r .  I th ink i t ' s  a  ;

' f a sc in a t in g  w o r ld ! And the b eau tifu l  p i n w hich  M rs .  H a rk n e s s  w o re

which looked like  a  s o r t  of a  p ix ie  an g e l had  b een  des ig n ed  by  S a lv a d o r  D a l i !

V C ru d e  of m e  to have  a d m ire d  i t  - -  quite  p ro b ab ly  - -  bu t I w as  in te r e s t e d  

:i to know th a t  S a lv a d o r  Da li  d e s ig n ed  jew e lry .

V While we had  d r in k s  in  the Y ellow  Room , they a d m ire d  the Cezannes.

M r .  Joe  M ile s n e r  c a m e .  He had  d es ig n ed  the s tag e  h im se l f .  And a
I  ■■ ■; ; ■
I m o d e l  w as  b ro u g h t  in  by B e ss  an d  s e t  up fo r  u s  to look a t .   A bso lu te ly

^  b e a u tifu l .  I t  w i l l  b len d  so w e l l  w ith  the b eau ty  of the E a s t  R oom . .

% And though i t  is  a l l  a lu m in u m , the  o ff-w hite  co lo r ,  the f lu ted
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C o r in th ia n  co lum n  a f fe c ts  and  the c u r ta in  th a t 's  to be ju s t  the c o lo r  

of the new  E a s t  Room  d r a p e r ie s . .  I t  w ill  be heaven ly  fo r  the White 

H ouse s e t t in g s .  And deligh tfu lly  enough, i t  w eighs  ju s t  o n e - th i rd

■ of w hat the p r e s e n t  s tag e  d o e s !  So w hen we a r e  sh ifting  f ro m  having
■ .

a  3:00 o'clock tea  fo r  abou t 600 4 -H  c h i ld re n  o r  a  State D inner  w ith  the s tag e

a l l  up fo r  ju s t  a  few  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  I  am  s u re  the fo lks in  the W hite H ouse

who do th a t  m oving  w il l  r i s e  up  and  c a l l  R ebekah  H a rk n e s s  b le s s e d .

: She h a s  tu rn e d  h e r  s u m m e r  h o m e into a s o r t  of haven  fo r

‘ s tu d e n ts  of the b a l le t , w hich  is  h e r  p a r t i c u la r  love. It sounds lik e  a n  ,

^  a r t  colony - -  a l l  in te n t  on b a l le t  and  a l l  i ts  p h a s e s .  And she the  i

m o s t  i n t e r e s t e d  one of them  a l l  - -  a  delightfu l p e r so n .  .

It w as  a  p le a s a n t  hou r and  then  the next h o u r  w as a  g r e a t

, change of p ace .  F a th e r  M on tgom ery  cam e  to ta lk  to m e  about L uc i.

And L u c i  h e r s e l f  jo in ed  u s .  I  a s k e d  h im  the s tep s  - -  the  one, two,

th re e  — of how one e n te r e d  the C atho lic  C hurch . I  a l r e a d y  to ld  h im

b e fo re ,  an d  I m ad e  i t  v e r y  q u ie t ly  p la in  once m o re ,  tha t this  w as  not

m y  w ish  b u t  tha t I  h ad  w a i te d  nine m onths  - -  a lm o s t  a  y e a r  - -  and

th a t  i s  a l l  th a t  I h a d  a s k e d  L u c i fo r  i s  t im e  to co n s id e r  to m a k e  s u re

it  w as  w hat she w an ted . He to ld  m e tha t the s te p s  w e re  f i r s t  a

-V b a p t i s m  and  L u c i w an ted  i t  on h e r  b i r th d a y  - -  Ju ly  2nd. And then

a f t e r  th a t  h e r  f i r s t  com m union  w hich cou ld  be the nex t day a n d  quite 

p r iv a te  in d e e d .  And then  so m e t im e  l a t e r  w henever  they dec ided

MEMORANDUM
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she w as  r e a d y  - -  h e r  c o n f irm a t io n  - -  p o ss ib ly  a  m o n th  o r  so l a t e r .

And th e r e  w ould be two s p o n so r s .  Lu ci w ants  W a r r ie  Lynn fo r  s u re .

She h a s n ' t m a d e  up h e r  m in d  about a  m a n  sp o n so r .  L a te r  on  when

she is  a c tu a l ly  co n f irm e d , th e re  is  a n o th e r  one who s tan d s  up  s o r t  of
; ^ -V ^

spea lks w ith  h e r .  And fo r  th is  she w ants  Beth.

We a g r e e d  th a t  b e c a u s e  we d id n 't  w ant i t  to tu rn  in to  a  s ide  

' show w ith  the p r e s s  tha t  it ought to be a s  quie t, a s  s im p le ,  a s  d ignified , 

a s  p o s s ib le .  N o rm a l ly  i t  w ould be  in  St. M atthew s. I p r e f e r r e d  an d  

. : su g g e s te d  an y  o th e r  ch u rch ,  b e c a u se  I cannot e sc a p e  the  m e m o r y  of 

w ' ■■ P r e s i d e n t  K ennedy 's  fu n e ra l  th e re .  But i t  s e e m s  th a t  is  the p a r i s h

to w h ich  L u c i w il l  be long . We dec id ed  th a t  we w ould not te l l  anybody 

e l s e  e x cep t  Lyndon an d  the s p o n so r s  a c tu a l ly  co n ce rn ed ,  and  the th re e  

o r  fo u r  f r ie n d s  tha t L u c i  w an ts  to inv ite .  And of c o u r s e  Lynda B ird .  

None of m y  staff , but I w ould  s im p ly  hand  out a  tw o -se n te n c e  f a c tu a l  

s ta te m e n t  abou t i t  a  few m in u te s  b e fo re  two a s  L uc i and  h e r  Daddy 

a n d  I  got in  the c a r  to go to the C a th e d ra l .  I cannot be h appy  about 

it ,  bu t i t  i s  qu ite  t ru e  tha t  Luc i h e r s e l f  h as  b een  h a p p ie r  th is  l a s t  

y e a r ,  m o re  c o o p e ra t iv e ,  u n d e rs tan d in g ,  and  w ork ing  d a u g h te r ,  a  s tu d en t 

and  c i t izen ,  than  she h a s  b e e n  in  h e r  whole d e a r  l i t t le  l ife .  And m aybe 

h e r  e a r n e s t  s e a r c h  is  a t  a n  end b e c a u se  i t  a lw ays  h a s  b een  a  s e a r c h  

. f ro m  the t im e  she  u s e d  to w a lk  a c r o s s  the s t r e e t  a t  D illm an  on  a  ’

Sunday m o rn in g  a s  a  l i t t le ,  l i t t le  g ir l ,  d r e s a  not quite  b u tto n ed  up in  ,
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the b a c k  and h a i r  r ibbon  in  h e r  hand , going to a s k  M rs .  Coleman, 

if  she  cou ld  go to Sunday schoo l w ith  E ve lyn  a t  the Good S hepherd , 

A lw ays she  w an ted  to go to Sunday schoo l and  th e re  w a s  a  t im e  th en  

w hen I  w a s n ' t  fee lin g  v e ry  w e ll .   But L u c i m an ag ed  b y  h e r s e l f .

• T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a  th re a d  of tha t th ro u g h  the y e a r s ,  b e ing  the C h ap la in  

a t  Cam p M y s t ic  fo r  two o r  w as  i t  th re e  y e a r s ?  And so u t t e r ly  e c s t a t i c  . 

ab o u t i t  an d  so s e r io u s .  And jo in ing  the club on r e l ig io u s  s tudy  w hen  

the t im e  c a m e  a t  NCS to jo in  a club. (L y n d a  B i rd  h ad  jo in ed  a  b r id g e  

c lub  an d  a  pub lic  speak ing  club I b e l ie v e .)  And getting  c h o s e n  to go ,to  

W  B uck  H il ls  F a l l s  to a  s o r t  of r e l ig io u s  s e m in a r  - -  one of the few ju n io rs

a t  NCS who h ad  show ed the s o r t  of i n t e r e s t  tha t c a u se d  them  to g e t  

chosen.., .

It w as  a la te  n igh t fo r  Lyndon. It w as  11:00 when he c a m e  hom e 

to d in n e r .  Such a  c a p ac ity  f o r  c o n c e n tra t io n  and  fo r  con tinu ing  w o rk .  

S o m e tim e s  i t  m a k e s  m e a lm o s t  a n g ry  b e c a u se  h e 's  spending h im s e l f  

so . B ut I  d o n 't  know a  b e t te r  thing in the w o r ld  to spend h im s e l f  fo r .  

Today  h ad  b e e n  one of those  m ad e  up of a  long se ss io n .w ith  M axw ell 

T a y lo r  and  R u sk  and  M c N a m a ra  and  R a b o rn  and  B a ll  an d  M cG eorge  

Bundy an d  G e n e ra l  W heele r .  I t ' s  r e a l ly  odd the id ea  th a t  the p r e s s  

h a s  of h is  la c k  of i n t e r e s t  o r  la c k  of g r a s p  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s .  : He 

sp en d s  39 m a n y  m o r e  h o u rs  of h is  day w ork ing  bn tha t than  on any  

thing e ls e ,  a c tu a l ly  I  b e l iev e  if  you p ick ed  them  off h o u r  by  h o u r .

i• ’t- ■ :

i.
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From  my sm all viewpoint, it jus t looks like the problems internationally - -

the p rob lem s of the world - -  a re  so much more insoluable than those of 

these United States. We can work on these here  and make a dent - -  a ■

ra th e r  wonderful dent.

. I. ■

.


