i,

.in his offiee. k Arld_'e\)en the last of the streWberries from George

MEMORANDUM .
'THE WHITE HOUSE

CWASHINGTON

Friday, June 11, 1965 o . Pagel -

It Was one of’ the longest'and most rrlemorable days .I've‘ spent
in the White House. ‘It‘began at 6:00._ Th1s t1rne I was gomg tobe on
time a:t Mt. Vernon. - Makeup and combmg by Mr. Jean Loms, .and he
deserves ‘some.sortn‘of battle medal after these early hours.‘ And

then l_ea,ving about 7:30. I a.lvways‘ wonder'why I don't gep up earher.} g

,.w}iben;ll»islee how (Be__bautifuld‘thel'world is in the early »mo_rnihgv, anddnvmg PR

~out tov'N'[ t.. Vern'on." ' _Arid this time they'werei eei up 6:'1. i:he "frOnt ‘l'av{r‘r_z -

~

not the ﬁv'er side Som ehow or other the hghtmg had worked out '

poorly before, although 1t was a magn1f1cent day And we all felt

 so hoPeful about 1t

‘ ane more 'Mr; Wel;z ha.d coffee‘_"a‘rid sw'ee; ro.Il‘.s‘-se_g: up for"ﬁs |

| W.aehdngt_ojn"s' ga_rdeh'e'till practically dewy -* their s’r_é;'ns on - to

_be dipped in powder sugar.. But it was an hour or so before we_s;obped_‘ L

in to refreshOurselves wityhv'thern. | .'Z.[‘he' ,,work went fe.st arld we thought | }‘ .‘
e The funrry haza.rds we;;«i‘e .errcountered; -- a .fly landirlg on my

' ’chee.l’c when 1 v'va_s;‘in_.:‘the mlddle ‘of 5 _s'c_rilp:t,: fhe oon'sfa’n.t.plenes' gomg ‘
over, 'trxe boat rdnoing aground. None of .t'heee‘happe:‘-led t.oday;. ' jFrorr‘x.‘_ |

where'“I worked itj.'eee“med a smooth day I d1dn't know tha.t _]ust an v _", '

o hour or so before that the assmtanq d1rector was. frantlcally trymg to

‘get Washington pol_ice to wa.ke up the driver. of the truck_ w1th alllvof ‘
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‘ f,sort of dash - I hope W1th1n the hm:.ts of the law -- everybody had

frantzca.].ly gOtten the equlpment up Just as I walked in. It was the
- ~had gone in ‘to have. our second cup of coffee w1th Mr. Walyz and to

. thank h??ni for herng 80 coopera_t_lve.: H_e ,h_a.d_ routed.the; tonrietsaround

and a 'sr’n'i’le ae ﬁlwfpa’s‘sed I told Mr. Wal}z there is one. more thmg L

i "bnck wall of the garden And the d1nner plantatmn bell And the

THE WHITEHOUSE | L »
- w&snmo’ron o LT
Friday, June 11, 19.65 | ‘, B PR PageZ '
the lmachine—ry... He had _set‘hi‘e alarm clock for 5;06,’ ‘but it h_ad fa'iled h
to go off. He had elept through Whenwe arrived none of'the_'.enorrno_us
equipm_entwas' on"the‘spot. "A‘:.TIut:had‘been' jnsc lil‘ce' the. laet frantlc 'davs ' L

of a campa.ign( But he had gotten out there --Ama.d Pa.ul Revere ._] ol

fastest day we ha.d ever worked And by 9 30 we were through and

" the front‘vvay.'_ Itr1ed to apologize to them 'for’whaltever'thev had "

‘missed of George Wafshington's home by givin'g therri an extrawave’ C K . g

I would 11ke to do before 1 left ~= my fa.vor1te thmg at Mtk VernOn is .

the k1tchen garden -- the vegetable garden So he a.nd I went over

there a.nd he called the head gardﬁer -~ a very elderly man bendrng

- over h1s work John and Helen a;an Secondan went with us. And ‘_

. several of the others - Ind1an Joe I beheve and Mrs. Rastmk and the :

asaiStant'direc_tor,;-, : I love thye espa_liad pear trees and another;_little" '

fruit treeg that I don't even know the narne of. And of course the

grape vines and the fan ehaped%ﬁ;h trees along the old e : j"

fact that it looks used And the nver m the d1stance. And the round
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pool of water rbcked up se\feral feet high. I think 1t must have t‘yeen"
- there earlier' for purposes- of rvaterrng, and now Mr Wa],tz sa;),'s his -
‘ grand children go swimbmingA in 1t  And t}re box arevso’m e"‘o;v‘.‘ tﬁe‘ rn:ost:
™m ag.n.ifi‘c-e'nt in this country-I arn sure. And tne cameras kept on -
._ chckﬁé as the gardener and I and Mr Walpz walked around And
S then at'the last moment Mr. Wal)z presented ‘me w1th ;a-great arm-

load of magnoha blos soms smellmg 11ke heaven -- takmg me rlght

back to my ChlldhOOd at the brlck house. I Wa.s dellghted.l He‘ mustr ’

'have seen how much so in my face because he offered me a magnoha.

w ’ " seedling from one 'of_'the handsome trees’on‘ Mt Vernonv"s 'la_wnv_forj :., '_ :‘-:‘: :
the Wh1te House. I acceptedat once Mr Williams ‘wviv]‘.'l:finda cnoice
'spot for thls.; p! asked hlm to get in touch w1th Mr. Wlllrarns about it ;
| Wish'i'n‘g!_tvoj_fn}'self I.had _‘nerve__ enough to say, " And couldn'_t 1 have o o
anothe-r o:ne for our o.Wn Rancn in Texas .?'“ - | |
k Wlth very fond thanks we sa1d goodbye and Iwas back at tne.
Wh1te House by 10 20 ready to work on my ma11 ' |
: »Lyndon hadpla_nned t_o go to-Texas for_ the weeke'nd. and ’I earned-
my daAys' off during t:ne"next‘ féw hours worklng at my desk and Aon ail
the‘_housenold de‘tails_'.s And then‘ ata little~oast z:ooy, Luci and Bill
.‘went’ w1th us . We.,ph.(‘JPé‘e’ifod to Andrews and wer'e, off'_‘to I'-I.ous.tonm:.L }

- . to meet the Astronauts. -
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: A.We thou'ght of as_kingttherri to corr:e up'to the‘Ra.rvlch to soehd'the‘
‘weekend ﬁith us But,lt.eras declded that this would center the attention
B ‘upo_r.x_'thes.e three 'cotlple‘s &ﬁefeaé it was better from the 'natioha.l staz‘id—; )
. »p;int:to 'c__ent:e_r the ?attetlti‘o_r; andmhe homage of the c‘ountrf to' thle _.
| __whole m'pace' ce_nter because this is the work of hundreds and
_.__thoxlsands ol hands and not Ju’st the glorlflecl few who actually fly m

the space rnach1ne-

: -', ".:f".And' so begaxi a fev-;jih'ours that'so. barely skirhrh;e‘ld.j the_'sx:tr(facej_-:“
‘ _u_'-of a great expenence that 1t left me- dizzy. 1 wished I‘_had"see_n what -

o~

( « ' . . _ ) R Ca T oL
W 1 saw‘. At Houston we went' stra1ght to the manned space center which
i mushroomed up, handsome, streamlmed modern bu1ldmgs, thousands;'f' 8

. of people w1th the greatest skllls all brought together there in a matter o AR

_of months - Just the physlw.cal setdp 1tse1f an achlevement Albert
Thomasyhad been' too il_l to go.“' That vmeans he r'no.st be .ill 1hdeed.
E | © Jim Webb st w1th us, arld Lyndon never lost.‘an occasloh to ‘. .
: 'let the whole crowd know how much he admired h1m. An%%eat flurrr. :
~of cameras and people we met the Astronauts - MaJor Mchvxtt and
Mavjor' W'hite and their ‘farnilie s 'an}d“parents.,‘v And thenyin. orlly a. . L
' m om'ent .I found myself seated orl a front row looking out on the

assembled workers at the spaCe center where J1m Webb sa1d ”Lad_'les RN )

v.. - and Gentlemen, the Pre31dent of the Un1ted States .. And Lyndon gave

the words of accolade to the fu'st man to walk m space, to Ins partner
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A T

in the ship and to their partneron _the ground who wa.s as _responsible
i . for its success as thep we‘re,' and to all the thousands tha..t“ had worked
~on it | |

| .‘They werle.v;_"- del_ightful_-‘_ young cou.pl:ev_s-— McD1v1tt and lthite

and their families -- sort of fresh scrubbed and normal and excited. -

AR EORE N e WL e

T

1'd like to apply,-vthat rather over-usﬂed word, "Ame;lcans"*. I Was"'_:f:“ T

A

| as thr111ed as anybody present except the1r mothers and the1r wwes'.‘ﬂf_ fO :

Sir e
2

iR 0

The part of Lyndon s speech that brought the most clappmg .,' S

' _was when he announced that they Were bemg promoted to Colonels. o

And. the picture o_f th'e day for me came' a few minutes‘later'-'-. ‘Lyn'do,n '

‘stndmg at the head of the group at a fast pace and the rest of us :

. hurrymg to keep up, and r1ght behmd h1m s1de by Slde, MaJor MCDlVltt i, o

i
%
o,

N
i

b
5
3
i

¢

L . and MaJor Wh1te racmg along and suddenly reached over and hugged

i
%
i

) each other for all the world hke two little boys. We told their wives_

O R

" how rnuch'we were looking for,ward to having thevm“_at‘ the Wh1te House -
and we would make sure that the children saw everyehing from the
_bmost're.\.f'e-red hlstorical vi.tern to" our ldog "Hlmn

= 'W_e’ went 1ntoa "vast auditoriuiﬂrn‘-lil-ce roorn w'here'-‘the‘ .rnisslon.r"-‘
| control crew had dozens -- almost hundreds.‘-— desk-—lilce things in :

_front of them,- sort of l1ke consoles in a TV room -- lots of buttOns_

\‘\q) i : _and fhckermg 11ghts. We saw the EKG's of McD1v1tt and Whlte 1n

fl1ght

There was some v01ce tapes of theu' conversat:.on £rom space..
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. Abe and Carol had com e down W1th us -- Carol so afrald of a1rp1anes o
L but dec1d1ng to do 1t for once because thls ought to be the b1ggest and i
safest of planes. And Just sort as ‘a g1ft to her husband -- I hope

a 11ttle b1t because she wanted to be W1th us., Anyhow there %o two “; e

Dou gla s

‘a sort'of:an exvtr‘a', chapter-,tohis book,

S bot@ust
S whom :he had rnet dehghtfully enough floatmg down the Rxo Grande

_in the Canyon port1on of the B1g Bend country.

We exandi'neda space; suit. -- an _enorm'ous,’..cumbers'om_e thing ——Fedmmit |
like what »I.\‘rag'uely" ,_re'i'r')ernher','seeing in science ﬁction sorne FIO or'b.l 5’>l
",y'eare; ago. . And then m th'e’ .mfﬁvorld. we livedin we too}were _

off in a plane but headed for a much qu1eter .destmatmn. This time"{ |

in the 11tt1e plane for the Ranch. ' “The big one.had every_bo_dy else

aboard :-and it had gone on

' was 1ook1ng forward to th1s weekend part1cu1arly because

i

»

I would rather have for a weekend And to add 1cmg to the cake, Bxll

Etravelmg 1n the B1g Bend country for mater1a1 on a. book of

”Mo_untaxns og the »Southwes‘t‘_'__haddecided_ja_f‘ew days ago'to come_ tol

" the’Ran’_c‘h and ,a.bsor‘o a littl.fe;-_of_. the feeling of”ouvr‘own'hill co_untrf_,_-__-_, e

Pl

Lyndon had talked to h1m and asked h1m to brmg any fnends

. .v.

“and to make hlmself completely at home and to wa1t for us on the

weekend., And so he had. He wa's traveling with a Dr. Correll --a .

- and a Mr. and Mrs. Jlm Bowmer and Mrs. Burleson

He and Dr Correll.
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 were established in the main guest room at the Ranch." And the Bowmers

‘and their"children and Mrs; Burieson had aleo beentin the Ranch.( I had
sent w‘ord ahead tomake them comfortable at the Lewre s0 the Fortas' B
could'be with us .in the Gay Room upetairs; The 10ngtICS -- bed and ;it
travel and meals -~ do need some attentlon around thls place.- | T

Lyndon llke a man of th1rst 1n the Sahara was rushmg ue ail to

' get on the chopper for the boats. And in a matter»of moments I ha‘d

equlpped Carol whose su1tcase wa.sn't here yet w1th a ba.thmg sult but

e

‘no ﬂats for her tmy feet ‘and a sun hat. And Abe and Carol and Lyndon .

and I and a few of the office staff choppered over to the Haywood where
B1ll Douglas and A W and Dr. Correll were already out in the boa.t
B1ll, in that wonderful fashlon he has, fmdmg the most adventurous v

things to ‘doj_in any region had already beento !'Enohanted Rook" and Iu o

' believe Hamilton pool and the 'h’) Springs" ranch and the site of the old -

M ormon colony and had learned unnumbered .‘things ahout Texas wild .

flowers and odd trees -- even the'madr_ona‘—- mr Correll, ,‘
" For a while we watched 'Lyndon'"in-the. li‘ttleboat with the

demonstrating water skiiers. ‘And then we all layed on the upper deck

of the big boat -- as many of us as could stretch out with pillows -- -

and watched the moon -- the same moon I had seen begin in _Caneel -

Bay.. And such interesting conversation. Dr. Correll omce worked =~ /. ..

4 ‘ﬂ‘: Bt e T aea
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for L.aurg/nce Rockereiler..v Now he rvorks for something'called'”’l‘exas
v Research Foundat’ro‘n”-whlch 1’s catalogmg the plant life of Te:»cas7 among

other. thmgs. One of 1ts aims -; and thls we talked about -- is to fmd
;som ethmg to control aquat1c growth in Caddo Lake wtnch is rulnmg

. a once ”beautxful regmn -—-p1cturesque, h1stor1ca1 dehghtful recreatmn

P
P

spot .- 1so a Alo_ng ,t1r_ne source of income 'to. all'theﬁshe_rm_en,and oa'mp o

--Owners

It: was as mterestmg an evenmg as I have spent on the boat

Py Nobody is m-ore fun 'to 11sten to than Abe and B111 a.nd Dr. Correll s

.-‘.-~ "

i k@ proved a fascmaung new add1t1on. ‘

They a11 shared my love of the long twﬂxghts here. And as the ’

sunset - great pmk b1110ws of clouds -- made the evemng a dehght

| A And then the m oon turned from the fa1ntest white shadow to br1ghter
sllrrer | And then we. went hack to‘ the ‘Ha’ywood There we met the
Jim :.B.ov.vrners and-Mrst Burleson. . And it turns out that they are both
law partners of our ’old-t1mevfrrend Byron Skelton - loyal Democrat
through the thin. days. The; lrve .1n Temple and they are members.olf
the Texas Adventurers Club —-' the f1rst thmg I'll Jorn. vuhen I‘m out of

this Job Next the Audubon Soc1ety. Next some good.garden club. ~

The dmner on the patlo under the fullszOn‘vt/as delioious. . And ‘

'\" o b, Dr. Correll told me-:a’ story about a tr1p he ‘had made mto the depths of j"

the b1g th1cket in east Texas When an old tzmer had 1ed h1m toa spot
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and he saw two %j&n&n in trees -- not bushes -- trees -- about - . SRR
25 feet high in a‘spfeed of some 40 feeg he 53_'19 loade.d with 'wh_ite v B |
blossom s. You eeuld drowtt in the smellt. He said the rtle.n k_'ne\}v_

" he could prebably br1ng sdrt:e Y.nu_ree‘ry man to themtf __.'Nobody bu.t a

' .‘_native,'?ﬂea eould possibly find them in the Big thicket And maybe

" he coutld sell them for. thouse.nds of dollars to be transported to some
‘ rieh mér;'é g‘arden“:":‘ He wbul’ti jue;t rether 1eaye them‘ ’t_l..l'ere. »
Dr'.” CO?:'l;elli i's very' ere;i ua’.bc.)t;t{'v'.[*exaé' future He's transplanted
s -fro'rh:' somewhereup Ea.st _‘-;-'""I‘vi.a.-'ssa‘c};tl'sette I.believ}e.t: 'j
Y , o C.aiv-o‘lj w‘aA.eivs'.c_)' surprieeﬁ with tl;le_lake and the:-‘life'étlehg it
_anvc_i the rrtany w11d flev;;vers tl—éatt a:vrev still ivn‘ .bl'oqm'.although_ it is jﬁet )
the 'enti vcif‘ the '»é‘é’ésoe; | | |
...Ii-IAaving‘heI; here is a.specia‘t tfeat 'f‘or‘n-:et ;
Just as we sat down‘to eat I hed passed by the great gardema
" bush behmd the Haﬁood hOuse and plcked a blossom for each of the |

1ad1es -- some dozen_or SO -~ 1t was loaded And that is what tOuched

' N L Al . U i c ‘ 'I—U—‘-M‘ \>
- off Dr, Correll's story about the xm%m trees. -
Bﬂfﬁt w‘as.a day that began at Mt, Vernon with an arm lead of
magnolias and went on through épace and ended at Ha.jrwood with a

bouquet of gardenias -’-—va truly wonderful da‘y_to' be alive.

™ 4 S Apd S0 Luc1 must ha.ve“" thﬁﬁght’ too "be_‘e.é.\.l'seﬂ'fshe héd a.ek_ed B

her Daddy in her very swe‘et‘_'vv'a.byr if she could use a eatﬁ'td gp and E A S
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“see a friend.. Her Daddy had said yes, of course.. She had smiled -

h.appily and said, '"Oh Daddy, thé.hk_ you. Which car may ITuse?!

And‘Dia.é'dyiha_.d' snuled .equally and satid;,: “Yeu just ﬁse ‘any Qn‘eyeu'l.'
* . "-‘Sa‘vshe‘n‘ W;"‘-;;ke :upv the nbe>‘:xt, rhorning ahdffouftd t.ha.t'.Lu'cli' had
-chosen the:hes L1'lc4:oln ;"nd ha.d depasted.te see the frl‘end‘ I felt a; .

good deal of a. louse for not te111ng Lyndon that the’ frlend l1ved in i

almost clear 'a.cross the State of Texas —--e1ght hours

dnve away But tha.t feelmg was softened by my knowmg full well

'"'that some of my best memorles are of the s1ll1est, gayest probably

w11dest th1ngs tha.t I d1d ra.ther tha.n of the stodgy thlngs | And that -

‘ Bes:tdes, I trust Luc1, and she thrlves on 1t




