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It w as  one of the lo n g e s t  and  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  days  I 'v e  sp en t  

in  the White H ouse . I t  b eg an  a t  6:00. T h is  t im e  1 w as going to b e  on 

t im e  a t  Mt. V ernon . M akeup and  com bing by M r.  J e a n  L o u is ,  a n d  he 

d e s e r v e s  so m e  s o r t  of b a t t le  m e d a l  a f te r  th e se  e a r ly  h o u r s .  And 

then  le av in g  abou t 7:30. I a lw ays  w onder why I d o n 't  get up e a r l i e r ,  

w hen  I  see  how b e au tifu l  the w o r ld  is  in  the e a r ly  m o rn in g ,  an d  d r iv in g   

out to M t.  V ernon . And th is  t im e  they w ere  s e t up on the f ro n t  law n - -  

not the r i v e r  s id e .   ̂ Somehow o r  o th e r  the ligh ting  h a d  w o rk e d  out - ' 

p o o r ly  b e fo re ,  a l though  i t  w a s  a  m a g n if ice n t  day. And we a l l  f e l t . ; V 

so  hopeful abou t i t .

Once m o re  M r. W a lz  h ad  coffee an d  sw ee t r o l l s  s e t  up fo r  us 

in  h is  o ffice . And even  the l a s t  of the s t r a w b e r r i e s  f ro m  G eorge  

W a s h in g to n 's  garden ,  s t i l l  p r a c t ic a l ly  dewy - -  th e i r  s te m s  on - -  to 

b e  d ipped in  p o w d er  su g a r .  B ut i t  w as  an  hour o r  so b e fo re  we s to p p ed  

in  to r e f r e s h  o u r s e lv e s  w ith  th em . The w o rk  w en t f a s t  an d  we thought . 

we l l  ■

The funny h a z a r d s  w e 'v e  en c o u n te re d  - -  a  fly  land ing  on m y  

c h e e k  w hen  I w as  in  the m idd le  of a  s c r ip t ,  the c o n s ta n t  p lan es  going 

o v e r ,  the boa t running  ag ro u n d . None of th e se  happ en ed  today. F ro m  

w h e re  I w o rk e d  i t  s e e m e d  a  sm oo th  day. I d id n 't  know th a t  ju s t  an  

h o u r  o r  so b e fo re  th a t  the a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c tor  w as  f r a n t ic a l ly  .try ing  t o ' 

g e t  W ashington  po lice  to w ake up the d r iv e r  of the t ru c k  w ith  a l l  of

iiseiB
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the m a c h in e ry .  He had  s e t  h is  a l a r m  c lo ck  fo r  5:00, bu t i t  had  fa i le d  

to go off. He h a d  s le p t  through . W hen we a r r i v e d  none of the e n o rm o u s

eq u ip m en t w as on the spot. It h a d  b e e n ' ju s t  like the l a s t  f r a n t ic  days
 

of a  cam p a ig n . B u t  he h a d  go tten  out th e r e  --in a m ad , P a u l  R e v e re

s o r t  of d a sh  - -  I  hope w ith in  the  l im i t s  of the law  - -  ev e ry b o d y  had

f r a n t i c a l ly  go tten  the eq u ip m en t up ju s t  a s  I  w alked  in. It w as  the

f a s t e s t  day  we h ad  e v e r  w orked . And by 9:30 we w e re  th rough  and

h a d  gone in  to h ave  o u r  second  cup of coffee w ith  M r; Walz  a n d  to ^̂

' th an k  h im  fo r  b e in g  so  c o o p e ra t iv e .  He had  ro u te d  the to u r i s t s  a ro u n d  .

the f r o n t  w ay. I t r i e d  to ap o log ize  to them  fo r  w h a te v e r  they  h a d  '

m i s s e d  of G eorge  W ash in g to n 's  hom e b y  giving them  an  e x t r a  w a v e  .

and  a  s m i l e  a s  I  p a s se d .  I  to ld  M r. W a l z  th e re  i s  one m o re  th ing

I  w ould  l ik e  to do b e fo re  I  le f t  - -  m y  fa v o r i te  thing a t  Mt. V e rn o n  is

the k itch en  g a rd e n  - -  the v e g e ta b le  g a rd en . So he an d  I w ent o v e r

th e r e  and  he c a l le d  the h ead  g a r dene r  - -  a  v e r y  e ld e r ly  m a n  bending

o v e r  h is  w o rk . John and  H elen  J e an  S eco n d a r i  w ent w ith  u s .  And

s e v e r a l  of the o th e r s  - - "Indian Joe" I b e l iev e  and M rs .  R a s t ic k  and  the 

a s s i s t a n t  d i r e c to r .  I  love the e s p a l iered p e a r  t r e e s  and  a n o th e r  l i t t le  

f r u i t  t r e e  th a t  I d o n 't  ev en  know the n a m e  of. And of c o u r s e  the 

g ra p e  v in es  an d  the fan  sh ap ed  espaliered p each  t r e e s  a long the o l d

b r i c k  w a ll  of the g a rd en .  And the d in n e r  p lan ta tio n  b e l l .  . And the- ■ 

f a c t  tha t i t  looks  u se d .  And the r i v e r  in  the d is tan ce .  And the round
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pool of w a te r  racked  up s e v e ra l  fe e t  high. I th ink  i t  m u s t  have  been, 

th e re  e a r l i e r  fo r  p u rp o s e s  of w a te r in g ,  and now M r.  W a lz  say s  h is  

g ra n d  c h i ld re n  go sw im m in g  in  it .  And the box a r e  so m e  of the m o s t  

m a g n i f i c e n t  in  th is  c o u n try  I  am  s u re .  And the c a m e r a s  kep t on - ’ 

c l ick in g  a s  the  g a rd e n e r  and  I and  M r.  W a lz  w alked  a ro u n d . And 

then  a t  the l a s t  m o m e n t M r.  W a lz  p r e s e n te d  m e  w ith  a  g r e a t  a r m -  : 

lo a d  of m ag n o lia  b lo s s o m s  sm e ll in g  like  h eav en  ,-- taking m e  r ig h t  

b a c k  to m y  ch ildhood  a t  the b r ic k  ho u se .  I w as  delighted.. He m u s t  ' 

h av e  se e n  how m u c h  so in  m y  face  b e c a u se  he o f fe red  m e  a m a g n o l ia  . 

s e e d l in g  f ro m  one of the h an d so m e t r e e s  on Mt. V e rn o n 's  law n fo r  

the W hite H ouse . I a c c e p te d  a t  once. M r. W ill iam s  w il l  f ind  a ch o ice  

sp o t  fo r  th is .  I  a s k e d  him  to get in  touch w ith  M r. W ill iam s  abou t i t  

w ish in g  to m y s e l f  I  h a d  n e rv e  enough to say , "And c o u ld n 't  I  have  

a n o th e r  one fo r  o u r  own R anch  in  T e x a s ? "

W ith v e r y  fond thanks we s a id  goodbye and  I w as  b a c k  a t  the 

W h ite  H ouse  by 10:20, r e a d y  to w o rk  on m y  m a il .

Lyndon h ad  p lanned  to go to T e x as  for the w eekend, an d  I  e a rn e d  

m y  days off d u r in g  the next few h o u rs  w ork ing  a t  m y  d esk  and  on a l l  

the  h o u seh o ld  d e ta i l s .  And then a t  a  l i t t l e  p a s t  2 :00, L u c i  a n d  B il l  

w en t w ith  u s .  We ch op p e re d  to A ndrew s and  w e re  off to H ouston  

to m e e t  the A s t ro n a u ts .  r
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We thought of ask in g  them  to com e up to the R anch  to sp en d  the 

w eek en d  w ith  u s .  But i t  w as d ec id ed  th a t  this would c e n te r  the attention 

upon th e se  th re e  coup les  w h e re a s  i t  w as  b e t te r  f ro m  the n a t io n a l  s ta n d -

p o in t  to c e n te r  the a t te n t io n  an d  express
J -

the hom age of the c o u n try  to the

w hole manned s p a c e  c e n te r  b e c a u se  th is  is  the w o rk  of h u n d red s  and  

th o u san d s  of h ands  and  not ju s t  the g lo r i f ie d  few who a c tu a l ly  f ly  in  

the sp a c e  m ach in e .

And so  b eg an  a few h o u rs  th a t  so b a r e ly  sk im m e d  the s u r fa c e  

o f a  g r e a t  e x p e r ie n c e  th a t  i t  le f t  m e d izzy . I w ish ed  I "had  se e n  w hat 

I  s a w !"  A t H ouston  we w en t s t r a ig h t  to the m an n ed  space  c e n te r  w hich  

has m u s h ro o m e d  up, h an d so m e , s t r e a m l in e d  m o d e rn  bu ild ings ,  thousands  

o f  peop le  w ith  the g r e a t e s t  s k i l ls ,  a l l  b ro u g h t  to g e th e r  th e r e  in  a  m a t t e r  

of m o n th s  - -  ju s t  the p h y s ic a l  se tup  i t s e l f  an  a c h ie v e m e n t.  A lb e r t  

T h o m a s  h ad  b e e n  too il l  to go. T h a t m e a n s  he m u s t  be i l l  in deed .

J im  Webb w as  w ith  u s ,  and  Lyndon n e v e r  lo s t  an  o c c a s io n  to 

l e t  the whole c ro w d  know how m u ch  he a d m ire d  h im . And amid a g r e a t  f l u r r y  

of c a m e r a s  a n d  people  we m e t  the A s tro n a u ts  - -  M a jo r  M cD ivitt and 

M a jo r  White an d  th e i r  f a m il ie s  and  p a r e n ts .  And then  in  only a 

m o m e n t  I found m y s e l f  s e a te d  on a  f ro n t  row  looking out on the 

a s s e m b le d  w o r k e r s  a t  the sp ace  c e n te r  w h e re  J im  Webb sa id , " L a d ie s  

a n d  G en tlem en , the P r e s id e n t  of the U nited  S ta tes .  " And Lyndon gave 

the w o rd s  of ac c o la d e  to the f i r s t  m a n  to w alk  in  sp ace ,  to h is  p a r tn e r

J
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in  the sh ip  and  to th e i r  p a r tn e r  on the ground  who w as  a s  r e s p o n s ib le  

f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s  a s  they  w e re ,  an d  to a l l  the thousands  tha t h a d  w o rk e d  

on it.

T hey  w e re  de ligh tfu l young couples - - M cD ivitt  and  W hite ' 

an d  th e i r  f a m il ie s  - -  s o r t  of f r e s h  sc ru b b e d  and n o rm a l  an d  e x c ite d .

I 'd  l ik e  to  ap p ly  th a t  r a th e r  o v e r - u s e d  w ord , " A m e r ic a n s " .  I  w a s   

a s  th r i l l e d  a s  anybody p r e s e n t  ex cep t  th e i r  m o th e r s  an d  th e i r  w iv es .

T h e  p a r t  o f  L y n d o n 's  sp e e c h  tha t  b ro u g h t the m o s t  c lapp ing  .

w as  w hen he announced  th a t  th ey  w e re  being  p ro m o te d  to C o lo n e ls .   

And the p ic tu re  of the  day fo r  m e  cam e  a  few m in u te s  l a t e r  - -  Lyndon 

s t r id in g  a t  the h e a d  of the group a t  a  f a s t  pace  and  the r e s t  of us  

h u r ry in g  to keep  up, and  r ig h t  beh ind  h im  side  by  s ide ,  M a jo r  M cD iv itt  

an d  M a jo r  W hite r a c in g  a long  and sudden ly  r e a c h e d  o v e r  and  hugged  

ea c h  o th e r  fo r  a l l  the w o r ld  like  two l i t t le  boys . We to ld  th e i r  w ives  

how m uch  we w e re  looking  fo rw a rd  to having them a t  the W hite H ouse 

and  we w ould m a k e  s u re  tha t  the c h i ld re n  saw  ev ery th in g  f ro m  the 

m o s t  r e v e r e d  h i s to r i c a l  i te m  to our  dog "H im ".

We w en t in to  a  v a s t  a u d ito r iu m -lik e  room  w h e re  the m is s io n  

c o n tro l  c r e w  h a d  dozens  - -  a lm o s t  h u n d red s  - -  desk-like  th ings  in  

f ro n t  of them , s o r t  of l ik e  c o n so le s  in  a  TV ro o m  - -  lo ts  of bu ttons  

an d  f l ic k e r in g  l ig h ts .   We saw  the E K G 's  of M cD ivitt and  W hite in  

f l ig h t.  T h e re  w as  s o m e  vo ice  tap es  of th e i r  c o n v e rsa t io n  f ro m  sp ace .
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W e ex am in ed  a  sp ace  su it  - -  an  en o rm o u s ,  c u m b e rso m e  things— 

l ik e  w hat I v ag u e ly  r e m e m b e r  see in g  in  sc ie n ce  f ic tion  so m e  10 o r  .15 

y e a r s  ago . And then in  the manner of the wo r ld  we liv e  in  we to o  w e re  

off in  a  p lan e  b u t  h e a d e d  fo r  a  m u ch  q u ie te r  d es tin a t io n .  T h is  t im e  

in  the l i t t le  p lane  f o r  the R anch . The big one h ad  everybody  e ls e  

a b o a rd ,  and  i t  had  gone on.

I w as  looking f o r w a r d  to th is  w eekend  p a r t ic u la r ly  b e c a u se  

Abe and  C a ro l  h ad  c o m e  down w ith  us  - -  C a ro l  so a f r a id  of a i r p la n e s  

bu t dec id ing  to do i t  fo r  once b e c a u se  th is  ought to be  the b ig g e s t  and  

s a f e s t  of p la n e s .  And ju s t  s o r t  a s  a  g ift to h e r  h u sb an d  - - and I  hope 

a  l i t t le  b i t  b e c a u se  she w an ted  to be w ith  u s .  Anyhow t h e r e  are no two 

I  w ould  r a t h e r  have  fo r  a  w eekend. And to add  ic ing  to the c a k e , B il l  

D ouglas , - t ra v e l in g  in  the Big B end co u n try  fo r  m a te r i a l  o n  a  book  of 

"M o u n ta in s  of the Southwest", had  d ec id ed  a few days ago to c o m e  to ; 

the R an ch  an d  a b s o rb  a  l i t t le  of the fee l in g  of our  own h i l l  c o u n try  - -  

a  s o r t  of an  e x t r a  c h a p te r  to h is  book.

Lyndon had  ta lk ed  to h im  and  a sk e d  h im  to b r in g  an y  f r ie n d s  

and  to m ak e  h im s e l f  co m p le te ly  a t  hom e and  to w ait  fo r  u s  on the 

w eekend . And so he had . He w as t ra v e l in g  w ith  a  D r. C o r r e l l  - -  a  

bo ta n i s t  - -  and  a  M r .  an d  M rs .  J im  B o w m e r  and  M rs .  B u r le so n  

w hom  he h ad  m e t , d e l ig h tfu lly  enough, f loa ting  down the R io  G ra n d e   ̂ '  

in  the Canyon p o r t io n  of the B ig  B end co u n try .   He and  D r. C o r r e l l
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w e re  e s ta b l i s h e d  in  the m a in  gues t  ro o m  a t  the Ranch.  And the B o w m e rs  

an d  th e i r  c h i ld re n  and  M rs .  B u r le s o n  had  a l s o  b een  in  the R anch . I h ad  

s e n t  w o rd  a h e a d  to m ak e  them  c o m fo rtab le  a t  the L ew is  so  the F o r t a s '  

cou ld  b e  w ith  u s  in  the Gay Room u p s ta i r s .  T he lo g is t ic s  - -  b e d  and 

t r a v e l  and  m e a l s  - -  do n eed  so m e  a t ten t io n  a ro u n d  th is  p lace .

Lyndon like  a  m an  of t h i r s t  in  the S a h a ra  w as  ru sh in g  u s  a l l  to . . 

ge t on the ch o p p er  fo r  the  b o a ts .  And in a  m a t t e r  of m o m e n ts  I h a d  

equ ipped  C a ro l  w hose  s u i tc a s e  w a s n 't  h e r e  ye t w ith  a  ba th ing  s u i t  but 

no  f la ts  fo r  h e r  tiny fee t  and  a  sun ha t.  And Abe an d  C a ro l  a n d  Lyndon 

an d  I and  a few of the office  s ta f f  c h o p p e red  o v e r  to the Haywood w h e re  

B i l l  D ouglas an d  A .W . and D r .  C o r r e l l  w e re  a l r e a d y  out in the b o a t.

B i l l ,  in  th a t  w o n d erfu l  fa sh io n  he h as ,  f inding the m o s t  a d v e n tu ro u s  

th ings  to do in any  re g io n  had  a l r e a d y  b een  to "E n ch a n te d  R ock” an d  I  

b e l ie v e  H am ilto n  pool and  the "3 S p r in g s"  ra n c h  and  the s i te  of the o ld  

M o rm o n  co lony  an d  had  le a r n e d  u n n u m b e re d  th ings about T e x a s  w ild  

f lo w e rs  and  odd t r e e s  - -  even  the m a d ro n a  - -  from D r. C o r r e l l .

F o r  a  w hile  we w a tch ed  Lyndon in  the l i t t le  b o a t  w ith  the 

d e m o n s tr a t in g  w a te r  s k i i e r s .  And then we a l l  l a y  on the  u p p e r  d eck  

of the big boa t - -  a s  m an y  of us  a s  cou ld  s t r e t c h  out w ith  p illow s - -  

an d  w a tch ed  the m o o n  - -  the s a m e  m oon I had  se e n  begin  in  C an e el 

Bay.  And su ch  in te re s t in g  c o n v e rsa t io n .  D r .  C o r r e l l  o nc e  w o rk ed
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fo r  L a u r ance  R o c k e fe l le r .   Now he w o rk s  fo r  som eth ing  c a l le d  " T e x a s  

R e s e a r c h  F ounda tion"  w hich  is  ca ta lo g in g  the p lan t l ife  of T e x a s , am ong 

o th e r  th ings. One of i t s  a im s  - -  and  th is  we ta lk ed  about - -  is  to f ind  

so m eth in g  to  c o n tro l  aq u a tic  g row th  in  Caddo Lake w hich  i s  ru in in g  

, a  once b eau tifu l  r e g io n  - -  p ic tu re sq u e ,  h is to r ic a l ,  de ligh tfu l r e c r e a t i o n  

:..i; spo t - -  a l s o  a  long t im e  so u rc e  of in co m e to a l l  the f i s h e r m e n  a n d  c a m p  

- o w n e rs . ,  V , '" -- 'J .

I t  w a s  a s  in teresting ; an  even ing  as  I have sp en t  on the  boa t.

Nobody i s  m o r e  fun to l i s t e n  to than  Abe an d  B ill  and  D r. C o r r e l l  

- p ro v e d  a  f a sc in a t in g  new add ition . -

.They a l l  s h a r e d  m y  love of the long tw iligh ts  h e r e .  And a s  the  

s u n s e t  - -  g r e a t  p ink  b illow s of c louds - -  m ade the evening a  de lig h t.

And th e n  the m o o n  tu rn e d  f ro m  the f a in te s t  w hite  shadow to b r ig h te r  

s i l v e r .  A nd then we w en t b a c k  to the Haywood. T h e re  we m e t  the ;

J im  B o w m e rs  and  M rs .  B u r le so n .  And i t  tu rn s  out th a t  they  a r e  both  

law  p a r t n e r s  of our  o ld -tim e  f r i e n d  B y ro n  Skelton - -  loyal D e m o c ra t  

th ro u g h  the th in  d ay s .  They  live  in  T e m p le  and they  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  

the T e x a s  A d v e n tu re r s  Club - -  the f i r s t  thing I ' l l  jo in  when I 'm  out of 

th is  job. Next the Audubon Society. Next som e good g a rd e n  club.

The d in n e r  on the p a tio  u n d e r  the f u l l  m oon w as  d e l ic io u s .  And 

D r.  C o r r e ll  to ld  m e  a  s to r y  abou t a  t r i p  he h a d  m ade in to  the d ep ths  of 

the Big  Thic k e t  in  e a s t  T e x a s  w hen  a n  o ld  t im e r  h a d  le d  h im  to a  sp o t   ; .
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and  he saw  t w o  Cape Jasmine t r e e s  - -  not b u sh es  - -  t r e e s  - -  about 

25 f e e t  h igh  in  a  s p re a d  of som e 40 f e e t, he s a id, lo ad ed  w ith  w hite  

b l o s s o m s .  You could  drow n in  the s m e l l .  He s a id  the m an  knew  

he cou ld  p ro b a b ly  b r in g  so m e  n u r s e r y  m an  to them . Nobody b u t  a  

n a t iv e  cou ld  p o ss ib ly  find them  in the big th icke t.  And m a y b e

he cou ld  s e l l  them  fo r  thousands  of d o l la r s , to be  t r a n s p o r te d  to som e 

r ic h  m a n 's  g a rd e n .  He w ould ju s t  r a th e r  leave  them  th e re .

D r .  C o r r e l l  is  v e r y  keen  about T e x a s '  fu tu re .  H e 's  t r a n s p la n te d   

f ro m  s o m e w h e re  up E a s t  - -  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  I b e l ie v e .  . ’

C a r o l  w as  so s u r p r i s e d  w ith  the lake and  the life  a long  i t  

an d  the m a n y  w ild  f lo w e rs  tha t a r e  s t i l l  in  bloom  a lthough i t  i s  ju s t  

the end of the s e a so n .

H aving h e r  h e r e  i s  a  s p e c ia l  t r e a t  fo r  m e .

J u s t  a s  we s a t  down to e a t  I had  p a s s e d  by  the g r e a t  g a rd e n ia  

b u sh  beh ind  the Haywood house  and  p icked  a  b lo sso m  fo r  each  of the 

la d ie s  - -  som e dozen  o r so - -  i t  w as  loaded . And tha t is  w hat touched  

off D r .  C o r r e l l ' s  s to r y  abou t the Cape Jasmine t r e e s .

It w as  a  day  th a t  began  a t  Mt. V ernon  w ith  an  a r m  load  of 

m a g n o l ia s  an d  went, on th rough  sp ace  and  ended a t  Haywood w ith  a  

bouquet of g a rd e n ia s  - -  a  t ru ly  w o n d erfu l  day  to be a live .

And so L u c i  m u s t  have  thought too b e c a u se  she had  a s k e d  

h e r  Daddy in  h e r  v e r y  sw ee t  w ay  if she could  u se  a  c a r  to go an d
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' ' s e e  a f r ie n d ." H e r  Daddy had  s a id  yes ,  of c o u r s e .  She had  s m ile d  

hap p ily  an d  sa id ,  "O h Daddy, thank  you. Which c a r  m a y  I u s e ? "  

And Daddy h a d  s m i le d  equa lly  and  sa id ,  "You ju s t  u se  any  one you 

•want".

So w hen we woke up the nex t m o rn in g  and  found th a t  L u c i  had  

 ch o se n  the b e s t  L inco ln  and  had  d e p a r te d  to s e e  the f r ie n d ,  I  fe l t  a  , 

good d e a l  of a  lo u se  fo r  not te l l ing  Lyndon tha t the f r ie n d  l iv ed  in 

L ubbock  - -  a lm o s t  c l e a r  a c r o s s  the S tate  of T e x a s  - -  e igh t h o u r s  

d r iv e  aw ay.  B u t th a t  fee ling  w as so ftened  by  m y knowing fu ll w e ll  

th a t  so m e  of m y  b e s t  m e m o r ie s  a r e  of the s i l l i e s t ,  g ayes t ,  p ro b ab ly  

 w ild e s t  th ings  th a t  I  d id  r a t h e r  .than of the s todgy th ings.  And that 

you a r e  only  18 once.  B e s id e s ,  I  t r u s t  Luci, an d  she th r iv e s  on it.


