to do he had done splendidly with the main ranch house. But the prolifer'a.-.
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Sunrla.y‘, June 13th
- Was a day spent partly in being the executive I have not been at = . o e

- the ranch for many months. Sleep has eluded ins, and, instead of sleeping

. very late as I would have loved, especially since we had sort of t_aéitly

agreéd to omit churc.:h,b I woke up early and drove around over the ranch

to see the Coastal Bermuda.

There1s sqrjr‘lething so psrsoﬁal about the ‘ear.ly. fnorning. ’ A sense !
. df dlscovery' : tiﬁs is all vm_in.e,_ .a.lone‘," th‘is. be-.autifulfworld, fresh'am-i deWﬂi - , !
A sesse of expsct.a;ncy ‘. | | 1
.‘Then I wslked afosnd the.. ysrd w1t1; James lookmg at every pla.nt 4, N o o

trymg to reassure “him tha.t I thought w1th all the multltude of JObS he ha,d

tion around here, another ranch, another house, another re'sporisibility__

here and there, I can see so well why he can't covér,it all. But he's

. entitléd to feel p_rob.d'of What he does do, and I want him tQ feel a sense.

of cooPeratioriWith Pat Taylor and that Pat is here i:émpo'rarily fdx_' the

summer to make some long-term additions, to give a manicured look,

to help Y;Tvamés.v Qu‘r‘;‘)e.rsoné.l ac;f f‘.'o‘r a beaﬁti;fic'ation p'rog‘ram w‘a\.s R
hiring h1m

About 111 got Pat 1n the car with me and we rode 'ar‘sunci, v
ta.lkin‘g. about planﬁhg a crsp of yucca 'at‘ tl}e'rﬁain entrance to the e
ranc_'}é”'s;‘c.:.av:oss the ;‘:r.:ivé.‘t' from Ranch R‘oad"‘(v)_ixie, perhapsatthe turn .

-1-
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'_Sundax, June 13th (contlnued)
~to the west where one way' goes down to the ranch and the other goes to
~ Oriole's. And on the side that goes around to Oriole's, in the arc, o

' perhap:s a clu_mp of retamas or redbuds. It's so late in the year we

have only about a 50 -50 ch_ance; he says, of inaklng' the trees live,. A
‘and besides we've only been able to find 10 in any of the availahle -

nurseries hereabouts. But we chose a plaee to put thei‘_n there in = -

: fthe turn of the road

And then we d1scovered to my dellght that our redbud tree o '
underneath the 11ve oak on the west 31de had about four oxr five sma]l
t children thereabouts and a stray mimosa, planted by the errant

breeze, over two feet high, and lots and lots of suma;c'along_ the

~ fence where we planted the bluebonnets last year.. So we made

plans to dig nnthose that are.trans.ferrable, put thern in at the

house. \.Nh.ere Lyndon wa.s born 1n a random clurnp along thecedar'-rail - H
.fence on the ‘horthl side. ,We oan‘tvlose anything, e:tcept alf.ew .hodrs -
of Pat's 1abor “ o - P

= B Then\ne ta.lked a.bout cuttlng dead roots out, the trees 1n the

grove-are falling down -- dead post oaks on the west side of the house

where Lyndon was born - walked carefully and lovingly over every

foot of ground 1n the yﬂard and the grove where they have the barbecues,:

and made great plans for sow1ng w1ldflower seed partmularly along




 fence row toward the house Whe’re bLyndonVWas born. R ‘, e

~ Quite impossible. We shelved that idea ix;ni‘nediately.' But Dewitt

" _‘~Mr Bow en and Pat and 1 drove over to the Scharnhorst to see about

1965

Sunday, June 13th (continned)

the runway, the landmg strip, to greet us when we come in from Wash1ngton _

W1th all our guests, a blaze of color next March and Apr11 and May if the

Lord sends rain.
And also, perhaps, w11dﬂower seed in the back 50 or 100 feet in
' andl |
the boyhood home in J' ohns on Clty, along the fence line fac1ng Ranch Road
One. . And mayb_e pmk Queen s lace or W1ster1a along the cedar-ra11 fence,,- S e

and es'pecially honeysuckle in the narrow 'lane as you drive in, along the i RS

Life is so intoxicating in the early morning. It was a happy

" couple of hours. ”;Butbwhere and how to get the flower seed.?_ I was -
" bowled over at the price of what must be unusual and exotic wildflower

seed to bloom in the Fall -A-"some $2, 000, 00 worth Pat had chosen.

Greer was eenddng one of vhie rnen,v M:."Bow en, . out to _]om us a littie
past 1V2», "and he c‘ame,‘ ﬁe had a qnick hambnrgef and: ci‘np of coffee ;._
at the kitchen table! I wonder ’sornetirnee what my guevs‘tsiand‘ E
employeles think of nue. |

L}tndon ‘had ieft’ with some of the ‘folks .and staff to. Joa.n A. W,

and look at a new ranch that is for sale Almost an add1ct10n w1th

him! . And I was to Jo1n h1m --1 promlsed I hoped -~ at 1 30 ":"»So"
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S‘unday, June 13th (continued)

harvesting bluebonnét seed and gallardia and wild verbena and wild phlox_'- :
and Star of Texas and all the dozens of yellow varieties I can't name.
And in the next hour I had the same sort of elation that ‘a w11dcatter

must get from striking a well, 'I’he field to the Schornhorst on the left |

" as you enter isﬁstill a Per'sbiavn _carpet _of bloom - yellow and red and,

o'fang'e and pin.k and White -- every hue. Dozens of varieties, and it's -

the m1ddle of June ) | = N PR 5 g
Mr Bowen outhned to us the way the H1ghway Department of - . :
Texas does it. When the ﬂowers are Just about gone to seed are =l

_dropping their seeds to the ground, they come in with some sort of -

' ,mow er that has an attaehment at the back that collects vast."qua'ntities

“of the fallen flower bea.ds conta.1n1ng seed pods. It's Just like great

bushels of mulch. The theory is that nature is prod1ga1 -~ it has

a_hf:ea.dfr dropped m11110ns‘and milhons of seeds to the ground, enough,

to take care of next Spring if the Lord sends rain. And then these

bushels of mulch are put in a truck and taken to some other plot -

and simply strown a:.r_:'ound over the gronnd like s0 much hay, left“ )
there to disintegrate. . And next Spring, hopefully, the miracle!
It won't be very tidy, I expect, but we'll see if it's productive.

It's worth our try

We found that the bluebonnets were far advanced They wﬂ.l o

ha.ve to be harvested by ha.nd 1f at all 801 made plans for J ames sA
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

.bch'i_ldren to do it at; almost what I'd pay Mickelson's per pound. We w ere
the.three most delighted people 'you ever .sa.w, Mr. ».Bow.e‘n‘ and"‘Pat and I,

_ planning.our nekt .Spring‘s trinmphv.' | | -
B Pat getsseveral hours of credit toward his park maintenance - oo
coursel for th1s summer work He s already takmg p1ctures of the. g

Before, and maybe next Sprmg he can take the After We flgure that

‘ these w111 be ready to mow w1th1n a week or so. We 1a1d out a lot o o

o i e I B N b

'of work I thanked Mr. Bowen and said goodbye, and for once in’ my S - 1

life left on schedule by he11c0pter from the Scharnhorst at almost

1 30 to Jo1n Lyndon We had a hard time f1nd1ng him. We were headed ‘, a

for Enchanted Rock Ne1ther the p1lot nor I nor the Secret Serv1ce -
nobody -- knew where we were supposed to go. It was hxlanous. We ‘
vc1rc1ed and looked and talked And fmally they talked us in to a

pasture, almost in view of Enchanted Rock a great round, smooth

outcroppmg, vaet and demandmg._ Your eyes lingey on. it from wherever
youdrs. . 7Y
. A Secret Service car picked us up, and we s-..at‘out, like Staniey
looking for Livingston, kaltho'ugh I think some of the Secret Service was

¥ far from as interested as Stanley-Was. Bouncmg across pastures

really mea.nt fo:c covered wagons, fordlng a river -- a w1de ﬂood bed

of sand_ with picturesque rocks on each 'side‘and justa rerr.n.m.scer»lc‘e-' S




. the previous"’ow.ner, and a deerproof fence, and wonderful views of
C through it. I can't remember whether 1t's called Honey Creek. R |

' and eager, ’and out in the boat. Iam a _coward. I‘do not like to go
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

of water in the middle.

We foﬁnd him. I settled myself comfortably betw een Lyndon and

A, W. > and we explored the proposed new ranch It is supposed to have

exotle game on it -~ stran.ge t&pes of deer and other ahimals béufght 'bY

Enchahted Rock and w1ld eountry, and 1ts r1ver' or creek threadlng ) i
And then we ch0ppered to Hayw ood for a late lunch hungrp - ; .

_fast as thevwind in that n‘ew boat, the .froht up high and our hair I.

st.rearhipg;. Lﬁdori loves 'it.‘ : A vne‘w ranch, a fast boat, are to

hirh perfect release from Vietnam and the Dominican Republic,

any array of troubles. Jesse Kellam was at our' elbow all the

time, quiet capable, wonderful. I know how much he has shlelded

me from problems of runmng the place and the r1va1r1es, the
7

internecine warfare that takes place in any office or household o
where more than three people are hired. Never can I express how

grateful I am.
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Sunda.y', ~June 13th (continued)

~Fina11y, we just rode quietly in'th:e_big boat. .To the left, ‘unde:r':
the highno;y bridge and the railroad bridge, and ﬁp_ the Colorado.where _'
the river gets .narfowei', pest'e. huge frame hotel, a reeert hotel of
50 61' SO years ego. A cardinal flashed ov_et'hee.d, e. hlue .heron sdat"
immobile as 'a ste,tne on a log on the bank.. Yeung folks on wate:t: s]:is,
old men f:.shmg 1n boats, families rockm‘g»on the porehes. : What a e
: de11ght£u1 plece to spend Sunda.y afternoon, to spend onei s old age,’ " |
or one. s .summer! I‘ shall a_lw.ays love it, I belteve. |
| But. the clock is _eur maste:vr,‘ and clo_se to 5 'Q_e caught the
. heliedpter in to Austln and hoe;ded the plane fqr W_ashingten; LuC1,
bless her, had arrived back at the. ‘ra.n'ch at.4 -;- a little befofe,' in
fact -- :f'.'rom ‘her.,cross—country trip to Lubbock,’ and was at |
~Bergstrom, on time, einiling and happy; He_r _Dad‘dy‘had -prepa,:ed |
bto be -v.ery. ste:n ﬁith her, was completely undone by 'he: smile va,n.d
hef teaeing, her g]v.owing'ha.npiness , her complete as-suranc_e that
thvey had driven‘ carefully and had a wondex;ful time. |
| Much as I d1s11ke the expressmn, she s learned how to
"hendie him, "‘or maybe she's 1earned how to handle 11te. She

had a.dored bemg w1th the Rays and thelr baby She 1s hvmg the

hours between gradua.tlon a.nd tme to go to work hke one great

-draught of joy. SRR
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

When we got to the White House we could not 1and'on the grounds

because o:E the. preparanons for the Fest1va.1 of Arts -- all the statua.ry

~all over the South Grounds -~ so we landed in the Mall, w1th a crowd

Waiting to receive us. We waved at everybo.dy,b but were quickly rin the'
car s,nd inside the grounds‘.

The shell was 11ghted rehea.rsals were gomg on, the Joffrey'

Ballet in costume was on sta,ge or just leavmg, the place was astir

with activity for tomorrow. And tomorrow I ha.ve been trymg to forget .

the _Whole weekend! Well here 1 am to fa.ce it, for better or worse.

PRSI Sl
[P




