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Sunday , June 13th

W as a  day sp en t p a r tly  in  b e in g  the e x ec u tiv e  I have not b een  a t  

the ran ch  for  m an y  m o n th s . S le e p  has eluded  m e , and, in s te a d  o f s le e p in g  

v e r y  la te  a s  I w ould have lo v ed , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  w e had so r t  o f  ta c it ly  

a g r e e d  to  o m it ch u rch , I w oke up e a r ly  and d rove around o v e r  the ran ch  

to  s e e  th e  C o a sta l B erm u d a .

. T h ere  i s  so m eth in g  so  p e r so n a l about the e a r ly  m o rn in g .  A  s e n s e  

o f  d isc o v e r y :  th is  i s  a l l  m in e , a lo n e , th is  b ea u tifu l w o r ld , f r e s h  and dewy!- 

A  s e n s e  of  e x p ec ta n cy .

T hen I w alk ed  around the yard  w ith  J a m e s , look ing  a t e v e r y  p lan t, 

tr y in g  to  r e a s s u r e  h im  th at I thought w ith  a l l  the m u ltitu d e  o f jo b s he had  

to  do he had done sp len d id ly  w ith  th e m a in  ranch  h o u se . B ut th e  p r o l i f e r a -  

tio n  around h e r e , an oth er  ran ch , another h o u se , an oth er r e s p o n s ib ility  

h e r e  and th e r e , I can  s e e  so  w e ll  w hy he can 't c o v er  it  a l l .  B ut h e 's  

en tit led  to  f e e l  proud o f w hat he d o es  do, and I w ant h im  to  f e e l  a  s e n s e  

o f  co o p era tio n  w ith  P a t T ay lor  and th at P a t is  h ere  te m p o r a r ily  fo r  the  

su m m e r  to  m ak e so m e  lo n g - te r m  a d d itio n s, to  g ive  a m a n icu red  lo o k , 

to  h e lp  J a m e s . Our p e r so n a l a c t  for  a b ea u tifica tio n  p ro g ra m  w as  

h ir in g  h im .

About 11 I got P a t  in  the ca r  w ith  m e and w e rod e around, 

ta lk in g  about p lan tin g  a  crop  o f y u cca  a t th e m a in  en tra n ce  to  th e  

ra n ch  a c r o s s  the r iv e r  fr o m  R anch R oad O ne, p erh ap s a t  the turn
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

to  the w e s t  w h ere  one w ay  g o es  down to  the ra n ch  and the o th er  g o es  to  

O r io le 's .  And on th e s id e  th at g o es  around to  O r io le 's ,  in  th e a r c ,  

p erh a p s a c lum p o f r e ta m a s  or red b u d s. It's  s o  la te  in  the y e a r  w e  

h a v e  on ly  ab out a 5 0 -5 0  ch a n ce , he s a y s , of m ak ing the t r e e s  l iv e ,  

and b e s id e s  w e 'v e  on ly  b een  ab le  to find 10 in  an y  o f the a v a ila b le  

n u r s e r ie s  h e r e a b o u ts . B ut w e c h o se  a p la ce  to put th em  th er e  in  

th e tu rn  o f the ro a d .

And th en  w e d is c o v e r e d , to m y  d e lig h t, th at our redbud tr e e  

u n d ern eath  the l iv e  oak on the w e s t  s id e  had about four or  f iv e  s m a ll  

'‘ch ild ren"  th erea b o u ts  and a s tr a y  m im o sa , p lan ted  b y  the e rr a n t  

b r e e z e ,  o v er  tw o fe e t  h igh , and lo ts  and lo ts  o f su m a c  a lon g  th e  

fe n c e  w h ere  w e p lan ted  the b lu eb on n ets la s t  y e a r . So w e m ad e  

p lan s to  d ig  up th o se  th at a r e  t r a n s f e r a b le , put th em  in  at the  

h o u se  w h ere  Lyndon w as born  in  a random  clum p a lon g  the c e d a r - r a i l  

fe n c e  on  th e n o r th  s id e .  W e ca n 't lo s e  anything, ex cep t a few  h ou rs  

o f  P a t 's  la b o r .

Then we ta lk ed  about cu ttin g  dead ro o ts  out, the t r e e s  in  the  

g ro v e  a r e  fa llin g  down - -  dead p o s t oaks on the w e s t  s id e  o f the h ou se  

w h ere  Lyndon w as b o rn  - -  w alked  c a r e fu lly  and lo v in g ly  o v e r  e v e r y  

 ̂^  fo o t o f  ground in  th e  y a r d  and the g rove  w h ere  th ey  have th e b a r b e c u e s ,

and m ad e g r e a t  p lan s fo r  so w in g  w ild flo w er  s e e d , p a r t ic u la r ly  a lon g  
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

th e runw a y , th e  land ing s tr ip , to  g r e e t  us w hen w e com e in  fr o m  W ashington  

w ith  a l l  our g u e s ts , a  b la z e  o f c o lo r  n ext M arch  and A p r il and M ay i f  the  

L o rd  sen d s  r a in .

And a ls o ,  p erh a p s , w ild flo w er  se e d  in  the b ack  50 or  100 fe e t  in  

th e boyhood hom e in  Joh n son  C ity , and a lon g  th e fen ce  lin e  fa c in g  R anch  R oad  

O n e. And m ayb e p ink  Q ueen’s la c e  or w is te r ia  a lon g  th e c e d a r - r a i l  fe n c e ,  

and e s p e c ia l ly  h o n ey su ck le  in  th e narrow  la n e  a s  you d r iv e  in , a lon g  the  

fe n c e  row tow ard  the h o u se  w h ere  Lyndon w as b o rn .

L ife  i s  so  in to x ica tin g  in  the e a r ly  m o rn in g . It w a s a  happy  

co u p le  o f  h o u r s . B ut w h ere  and how to  get th e  flo w er  s e e d . I w as  

b ow led  o v e r  a t the p r ic e  o f  w hat m u st be u nusual and ex o tic  w ild flo w er  

s e e d  to b lo o m  in  th e  F a ll  - -  so m e  $ 2 ,0 0 0 .0 0  w orth  P a t had c h o se n .

Q uite im p o s s ib le .  We sh e lv ed  that id ea  im m e d ia te ly . B ut D ew itt  

G r ee r  w as sen d in g  one o f h is  m en , M r. B ow en , out to jo in  u s  a  l i t t le  

p a s t  12, and he c a m e , w e had a  qu ick  h am b u rger and cup o f c o ffe e  - -  

a t the k itch en  ta b le !  I w onder so m e tim e s  w hat m y  g u e s ts  and  

e m p lo y e e s  th ink o f m e .

Lyndon had le f t  w ith  so m e  o f the fo lk s  and sta ff  to  jo in  A . W . 

and lo o k  a t a new ra n ch  th at i s  for  s a le .  A lm o st an  ad d iction  w ith  

h im ! And I w as to  jo in  h im  - -  I p r o m ise d , I hoped - -  a t 1 :30 .  S o  

M r. B ow en  and P a t  and I d rove  o v e r  to the S ch a rn h o rst to  s e e  about 
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Sunday, June 13th (continued)

h a r v e s t in g  b lu eb on n et s e e d  and gaillardia and w ild  v erb en a  and w ild  ph lox  

and Star o f T ex a s  and a l l  the d o zen s o f ye llow  v a r ie t ie s  I ca n 't n a m e. 

And in  the n ex t hour I had th e sa m e  so r t  o f e la tio n  th at a  w ild c a tter  

m u st g e t fr o m  s tr ik in g  a w e ll .  The f ie ld  to  the Schar n h o rst on the le f t  

a s  you en ter  i s  s t i l l  a  P e r s ia n  ca rp et o f b lo o m  - -  ye llow  and r ed  and 

ora n g e  and pink and w h ite  - -  e v e r y  h u e . D o zen s o f v a r ie t ie s ,  and it ' s  

th e m id d le  o f Jun e.

M r. B ow en  ou tlin ed  to  us the w ay  the H ighw ay D ep a rtm en t o f  

T ex a s d o es  i t .  W hen the f lo w e r s  a r e  ju st about gone to  s e e d , a r e  

dropping th e ir  s e e d s  to the ground, th ey  co m e in  w ith  so m e  s o r t  o f  

m o w er  th at h as an  a ttach m en t a t th e b ack  th at c o lle c ts  v a s t  q u an tities  

o f the fa lle n  f lo w e r  b ea d s con ta in in g  s e e d  p o d s . It's  ju st  lik e  g r ea t  

b u sh e ls  o f  m u lch . The th eo ry  is  th at nature is  p ro d ig a l - - i t  has  

a lr e a d y  dropped m ill io n s  and m il l io n s  o f s e e d s  to  the ground, enough  

to take c a r e  o f n ext S p rin g  i f  th e L ord  sen d s r a in . And th en  th e se  

b u sh e ls  o f m u lch  a r e  put in  a  tru ck  and tak en  to so m e  o th er  p lo t  

and s im p ly  s t r ewn around o v er  the ground lik e  so  m u ch  hay, le f t  

th e r e  to  d is in te g r a te . And n ex t S p rin g , h op efu lly , the m ir a c le !

It w on't be v e r y  tid y , I ex p ect, but w e ' l l  s e e  i f  i t 's  p ro d u ctiv e .

I t 's  w orth  our tr y .

We found that th e b lu eb on n ets w e r e  far  a d van ced . T h ey  w il l  

h a v e  to  b e  h a r v e ste d  b y  hand, i f  at a l l ,  so  I  m ad e p lan s fo r  J a m e s 's



; A  ■

1965

Sunday, June 13th (continued)

ch ild ren  to  do it  a t a lm o s t  -what I'd p ay  M ick e lso n 's  p er  pound. We w e r e  

th e th r e e  m o s t  d e lig h ted  p eo p le  you e v e r  saw , M r. B ow en  and P a t  and I, 

plan ning our n ext S p r in g ’s tr iu m p h .

P a t g e ts  s e v e r a l  h ou rs o f c r e d it  tow ard  h is  p ark  m a in ten a n ce  

c o u r se  fo r  th is  su m m er  w o rk . H e 's  a lr ea d y  tak ing p ic tu r e s  o f the  

B e fo r e , and m ayb e n ex t S p rin g  he ca n  take the A fte r . We fig u re  that 

th e s e  w i l l  b e  r ea d y  to  m ow w ith in  a  w e e k  or  s o . W e la id  out a  lo t  

o f w o rk . I thanked M r. B ow en  and sa id  goodbye, and for  on ce  in  m y
.  .  •  .  V

l i f e  le f t  on sch ed u le  b y  h e lic o p te r  fr o m  the S ch a rn h o rst a t a lm o s t  

1:30 to jo in  L yndon. W e had a hard  t im e  finding h im . We w e r e  h ead ed  

fo r  E nchanted  R ock . N e ith er  th e p ilo t nor I nor th e S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  - -  

nobody - -  knew w h ere  w e w e r e  su p p osed  to  go . It w as h i la r io u s . We 

c ir c le d  and look ed  and ta lk ed . And fin a lly  th ey  ta lk ed  us in  to  a  

p a stu re , a lm o s t  in  v iew  o f E nchanted  R ock , a g r e a t , round, sm o o th  

ou tcrop p in g , v a s t  and dem an d in g . Y our e y e s  l in g er on i t  fr o m  w h e r e v e r  

you a r e .

A  S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  ca r  p ick ed  us up, and w e s et  out, l ik e  S ta n ley  

lo o k in g  for  L iv in g sto n , although I th ink so m e of the S e c r e t  S e r v ic e  w as  

fa r  fr o m  a s  in te r e s te d  as  S ta n ley  w a s . B ouncin g a c r o s s  p a s tu r e s  

r e a l ly  m ea n t fo r  c o v e r e d  w a g o n s, ford in g  a  r iv e r  - - a  w id e  flo o d  bed. 

o f  sand  w ith  p ic tu re sq u e  r o ck s  on  ea ch  s id e  and ju st a  r e m in is c e n c e
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o f  w ater  in  th e m id d le .

W e found h im . I s e t t le d  m y s e lf  co m fo rta b ly  b e tw een  L yndon and  

A . W . , and w e ex p lo red  th e p ro p o sed  new  ra n ch . It i s  su p p o sed  to  have  

e x o tic  gam e on it  - -  s tra n g e  ty p es  o f  d e e r  and o th er  a n im a ls  bought b y  

th e  p r e v io u s  ow n er , and a  d e e rp ro o f fe n c e , and w on d erfu l v ie w s  o f  

E nchanted  R o ck  and w ild  cou n try , and it s  r iv e r  or c r e e k  th read in g  

th rou gh  i t .  I ca n 't r em em b er  w hether, i t ' s  c a lle d  H oney C r ee k .

And th en  w e ch op p ered  to H ayw ood for a  la te  lu n ch , hungry  

and e a g e r , and out in  the b o a t. I a m  a cow ard . I do n ot l ik e  to  go  

fa s t  a s  the w ind in  that new b oat, the fron t up h igh  and our h a ir  

s tr e a m in g . Lyndon lo v e s  i t .  A  new ran ch , a  fa s t  b o a t, a r e  to  

h im  p e r fe c t  r e le a s e  fr o m  V ietn am  and the D om in ican  R ep u b lic , 

an y  a r r a y  o f tr o u b le s . J e s s e  K e lla m  w as at our elbow a l l  th e  

t im e , q u iet, ca p a b le , w on d erfu l. I know how m u ch  he h a s sh ie ld e d  

m e  fr o m  p ro b lem s of running the p la c e  and th e r iv a lr ie s ,  th e  
 

in ter n e c in e  w a r fa re  that tak es p la c e  in any o ff ic e  or  h o u seh o ld

w h ere  m o r e  than th re e  p eop le  a r e  h ir e d . N e v er  can  I e x p r e s s  how

g r a te fu l I a m .

-  6 -  '
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Sunday, June 13th (coa tin u ed )

F in a lly , w e ju st rod e q u ie t ly  in  the b ig  b o a t. To the le f t ,  under  

th e  h ighw ay b r id g e  and th e r a ilr o a d  b r id g e , and up the C olorad o  w h ere  

th e  r iv e r  g e ts  n a r r o w er , p a s t  a  huge fra m e  h o te l, a r e s o r t  h o te l o f  

50 or  so  y e a r s  a g o . A  ca rd in a l f la sh e d  ov erh ea d , a b lu e  h ero n  sa t  

im m o b ile  a s  a s ta tu e  on a lo g  on the bank. Young fo lk s on w a te r  s k is , 

old  m en  f ish in g  in  b o a ts , fa m ilie s  ro ck in g  on the p o r c h e s . W hat a  

d e lig h tfu l p la c e  to  spend  Sunday a ftern oon , to  spend  o n e 's  o ld  a g e ,  

or  o n e ’s su m m e r !  I sh a ll a lw a y s lo v e  it , I b e l ie v e .  .

B u t the c lo c k  is  our m a s te r , and c lo s e  to  5 w e caught the  

h e lic o p te r  in  to  A u stin  and b oard ed  the p lane for  W ash ington .  L u c i, 

b le s s  h e r , had a r r iv e d  b ack  at the ran ch  a t 4 - -  a  l i t t le  b e fo r e , in  

fa c t  —  fr o m  h e r  c r o s s -c o u n tr y  tr ip  to  L ubbock, and w as at 

B e r g s tr o m , on t im e , sm ilin g  and happy. H er Daddy had p rep a red  

to  b e  v e r y  s te r n  w ith  h e r , w as c o m p le te ly  undone b y  h er  s m ile  and  

h er  te a s in g , h er  g low in g  h a p p in ess , h er  co m p le te  a s su r a n c e  that 

th ey  had d r iv en  c a r e fu lly  and had a w ond erfu l t im e .

M uch a s  I d is l ik e  the e x p r e s s io n , s h e 's  lea rn ed  how to  

"handle h im ,"  o r  m ayb e s h e 's le a r n e d  how to  handle l i f e .   She  

had ad o red  b e in g  w ith  th e R ays and th e ir  b ab y . She is  liv in g  the  

h ou rs b e tw een  graduation  and t im e  to  go to  w ork  lik e  one g rea t  

draught o f  jo y . : ^
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W hen w e got to  th e W hite H ou se w e cou ld  not land  on the grounds  

b e c a u se  o f  th e  p rep ar a tio n s fo r  the F e s t iv a l  o f A rts  - -  a l l  th e  s ta tu a r y  

a l l  o v e r  th e  South  G rounds - -  so  w e land ed  in  th e  M a ll, w ith  a crow d  

w a itin g  to  r e c e iv e  u s . We w aved  at every b o d y , but w e re  q u ick ly  in  the  

c a r  and in s id e  the grou n d s.

T he s h e l l  w as lig h ted , r e h e a r s a ls  w e r e  going on, th e J e f fr e y  

B a lle t  in  c o stu m e  w as on s ta g e  o r  ju s t  le a v in g , the p la c e  w as a s t ir  

w ith  a c t iv ity  for  to m o rro w . And tom orrow  I have b een  tr y in g  to  fo r g e t  

th e  w h ole  w eek en d ! W ell, h e r e  I am  to  fa ce  it ,  for b e tter  or  w o r s e .


