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T u e sd a y , Ju n e  15th

I w ill r e m e m b e r  a s  B la ck  T u e sd a y . The co m p le te  ob liv ion  of 

s le e p  I w ould h av e  lo v ed  u n til noon, b u t I awoke f a i r ly  e a r ly .   L y n d o n 's  

d a r k  co u n ten ace , d o u r and  g r im , I t r i e d  to  c o m fo rt - -  no t too  m u ch  

e f fe c t .  H is fe e lin g s  w e re  m ad e  up of m an y  th in g s , no t only  th e  

d i s a s t e r s  o f th e  A r ts  F e s t iv a l ,  b u t th e  co n s ta n t b la c k  b ack g ro u n d  

o f V ie tn am  and  Santo D om ingo. B u t, m o s t e s p e c ia lly  to day , th e  d e a th  

o f young B obby R u s s e ll ,  fo rty , h an d so m e , fa th e r  of fiv e  b ea u tifu l 

y o u n g s te rs ,  and  th e  b e lo v ed  of D ick  R u s s e ll .  W hen Lyndon is  w ra c k e d  

b y  g r ie f ,  he show s i t ,  in  h is  fa c e , in  h is  v o ice , o r ,  m o re  lik e ly , in  

h is  s i le n c e .  It w as a  bad  day .

I c a lle d  in  L iz  and  B e s s  to  have a  p o s t-m o r te m  on th e  F e s t iv a l  . 

o f th e  A r ts ,  and w e d is c u s s e d  th e  one-by-one h a m m e r-b lo w s  of th e  

f ro n t-p a g e  s to r y  - -  New Y o rk  T im e s , New Y o rk  H e ra ld  T rib u n e , 

ev en  th e  W ash ing ton  P o s t ,  a cc e n tin g  only  R o b e r t L o w e ll 's  n o t co m in g , 

Jo h n  H e r s e y 's  com ing  and  le c tu r in g , Dwight M cD onald 's  p a s s in g  

a ro u n d  a  p e tit io n  to  ge t h is  fellow  g u es ts  to  s ig n , d isa p p ro v in g  of 

th e  P r e s id e n t 's  fo re ig n  p o lic y . T h e re  is  som e u n c e r ta in ty  w h e th e r  

h e  got fo u r o r  se v e n  s ig n a tu re s  ou t of th e  300 o r  so  g u e s ts .   I ' l l  

ta k e  a  293 to  7 m a jo r i ty  an y  t im e !
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B u t do you th in k  th a t  w as th e  new s?  N o, th e  fly  on top  of 

th e  f e a s t ,  an d  in d eed , f e a s t  i t  had  b e e n . H elen  H ayes and  M a ria n  

A n d e rso n  and  g lo rio u s  R o b e rta P e t e r s ,  and  th e  w hole c a s t  o f the  

G la ss  M e n a g e rie , and  K a th a r in e  D r in k e r  Bow en and d e lig h tfu l 

P h y ll is  M cG in ley .

O ddly  enough, th e  w om en r e p o r te r s  saw i t  in  p e r s p e c t iv e .  

As th e i r  s to r ie s  c am e  in , one by  one - -  I s a b e lle  S helton , M a r ie  

S m ith , G e r ry  V an d e r  H euvel. And, b e lie v e  m e , fo r  once I  r e a d  

a l l  th e  c lip p in g s , th e  seco n d  tim e  in  m y  life  I r e m e m b e r  doing i t .  

T he o th e r  t im e  w as w hen the  boyhood hom e w as d e d ic a te d . M uch 

to  L iz 's  g r ie f ,  I  n e v e r  r e a d  th e m .  T oday I co u ld n 't  w a it fo r  th e  

i s s u e  o f The E ven ing  S ta r  to  g e t ou t.

A ll th e  w om en saw i t  in  p e r s p e c t iv e ,  gave th e  g r e a t  good 

p a r t s  th e i r  due and  th e  s m a ll  d is s e n s io n s  th e i r  d u e .  A ll sav e  

one - -  M a ry  M cG ro ry , the  b e s t  w r i te r  of a l l ,  and  h e r s  w as a s  

c r u e l  and  cu ttin g  a s to ry  a s  e v e r  I r e m e m b e r .   L iz  sa y s  sh e  w as 

ju s t  b o rn  in  th e  B o sto n  ghetto  and c a n ’t  ge t ou t.

I th in k  P h y ll is  M cG in le y 's  own lin e  abou t "T h o se  who we a r  

to le ra n c e  a s  a  la b e l b u t find  so m e o th e r  v iew s in to le ra b le ," f it te d

th e  w hole o c c a s io n .
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P o o r  D r .  G o ldm an . He h as  w o rk ed  so  h a rd  - -  he  d id  so  m uch  

he a ch ie v e d  su ch  a  lo t .  And y e t th e  to ta l  r e s u l t  m u s t have b e e n  a  to w erin g  

h e ad a c h e , if  no t h e a r tb re a k .

O ddly enough, th e re  d escen d ed  upon m e  to ta l  w e a r in e s s ,  to ta l  

re la x a tio n , and  I w en t to  b e d  and  to o k  a  long , d e lic io u s  n a p . •

T hen  I go t up and  w o rk ed  on th e  m a il .   Lyndon had  a s k e d  m e  to  

s u b s ti tu te  fo r  h im  in  re c e iv in g  th e  In a u g u ra l C o m m ittee  w o rk e rs  a t  

5 :30 . T hey  w e re  going to  p r e s e n t  us a  gold m ed a llio n  fo r  h im , a  s i lv e r  

one fo r  th e  V ice  P r e s id e n t ,  th e  f i r s t  copy of a  book th a t  w ill  go on s a le  

f o r  $ 1 0 .0 0  to  h e lp  f in is h  out th e  ex p en ses  of the  p a s t  In a u g u ra tio n  and 

b u ild  up a  n e s t-e g g  fo r  fu tu re  o n e s . And th en  ju s t  a  ch ance  fo r  u s  to 

s a y  a  l a s t  th a n k  you - -  s o r t  of a  re u n io n , and  th a t  w as so m e th in g  I 

w as m ig h ty  g lad  to  do .

So dow n to  the  E a s t  R oom  a t  5:30 to  s e e  m an y  f a m il ia r  fa c e s  .

I  s to o d  in  l in e  w ith  D ale  to  g r e e t  th e  g u es ts  a s  th e y  d r if te d  in .  L indy  

B o g g s, th e  O s c a r  C h ap m an s , ad v an ce  m en  f ro m  the  L ady  B ir d  

S p e c ia l, th e  H o w ard  B u r r i s e s ,  th e  W a rre n  W oodw ards, a l l  the  

c o m m itte e  c h a irm e n  and  a l l  th e  h a rd  w o rk e r s .  S om e 300 fo lk s , 

m o s t  of w hom  I knew . The J a c k  H ig h ts . T h e re  w as happy  g re e tin g  

and  hugging  an d  re m in is c in g  a l l  a ro u n d . And th en  a  v e ry  d ig n if ie d
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d e lig h tfu l l i t t l e  sp e e c h  by  D ale , a  w o rd  of e a r n e s t  th an k s b y  m e , and  

th e  a c c e p ta n c e  of th e  m o s t w onderfu l book  of c o lo re d  p h o to g ra p h s  of 

th e  In a u g u ra l th a t  I have s e e n . I do not th in k  th e re  is  i ts  eq u a l fo r  

an y  in a u g u ra tio n .

A nd th e n  Lyndon su d d en ly  s tro d e  in  and s a id , " I th in k  y o u ’ve 

a lr e a d y  h ad  a l l  the  s p e e c h e s , bu t I ju s t  w ant to  t e l l  you, D a le , i t  w as 

the  b e s t  in a u g u ra tio n  any  P r e s id e n t  e v e r  h a d ." He shook  h a lf  a  

d o zen  h an d s and  w as gone b a c k  to  h is  o ffice  in  le s s  th an  a  coun t 

o f five m in u te s .

N ot so  H u b e rt H u m p h rey !  H e w as w ith  us th e  w hole t im e ,  

got up and  m ad e  a  sp e e c h  in  w hich  he sa id , " I en joyed  e v e ry  liv in g  

m in u te  - -  and , l e s t  I  be  m isu n d e rs to o d , I w o u ld n 't m in d  doing i t  

a l l  o v e r  a g a in ! "  to  th e  g r e a t  la u g h te r  o f th e  ro o m .

L u c i B a in e s  cam e  in  and c o v e re d  th e  S ta te  D ining R oom  v e r y  

q u ick ly , s e e in g  lo ts  o f o ld  f r ie n d s  h e r e  and th e r e .  And th e n  in  c am e  

M a tia n a . She and  Tony w e re  going to  spend  th e  n ig h t w ith  u s ,  b u t 

Tony had  ta k e n  th e  c h ild re n  to  sw im  - -  th a t  i s ,  L is a ,  A le x a n d e r , 

and  th e i r  l i t t le  f r ie n d s ,  and  D ian a .

L a te r  I  w en t u p s ta i r s  to  th e  W est H a ll and  Tony and  D iana  

jo in ed  u s , w h ile  th e  th re e  c h ild re n  had  an  e a r ly  su p p e r u p s ta i r s  on 

th e  s to o ls  a t  L u c i 's  b a r  in  h e r  S o la r iu m . I sa id , "H ello , L is a ,
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h e llo , S a sc h a ," and  he sa id , "I ch a rg e  a  q u a r te r  fo r  t h a t . "  We a l l  

lau g h ed  and  he sa id , "M y nam e is  A le x a n d e r . I d o n 't  w an t anybody  

to  c a l l  m e  S a sc h a  an y  m o r e ."   How c h a rm in g  L is a  lo o k e d —  lik e  

A lic e  in  W o n d erlan d , w ith  long , f a i r  h a ir  and  a  r ib b o n  a ro u n d  i t ,  

and  w ide eyes and  v e r y  th r i l le d  to  b e  h e r e .  And T ony’s d e lig h t 

a t  s e e in g  th e m  so  happy  w as a  d e lig h t to  m e .

T he fo u r  of us had  a  good long  happy ta lk  abou t th e  V irg in  

I s la n d s ,  S an ta  F e  and  m y  p o s s ib le  t r ip  th e re  th is  su m m e r , th e i r  

v i s i t  to  th e  W o rld 's  F a i r  ju s t  co m p le ted , and  T o n y 's  new job - -  

a  s o r t  of try o u t one fo r  AID to  s ix  c o u n tr ie s  of L a tin  A m e r ic a .

And th e n  I s a id , " L e t 's  go in  to  d in n e r , th e  fo u r of u s . "

T he c h ild re n  w e re  a lre a d y  d o w n s ta irs  a t  th e  m o v ie s , and  t h e r e ’s 

n e v e r  an y  te ll in g  w hen Lyndon w ill co m e .  F re q u e n tly  i t 's  11.

A nd so  w e d id . And r ig h t  in  th e  m id d le  of i t ,  L yndon  jo in ed  u s , 

look ing  t i r e d  and  q u ie t b u t v e ry  sw e e t.  We k is s e d  each  o th e r  a l l  

a ro u n d , and  th en  we had  th a t u n u su a l th ing , a  fa m ily  d in n e r  - -  

in te r ru p te d , of c o u rs e , by  a  few phone c a l l s .

And a  l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  to  m y  p le a s u re ,  Lyndon sa id , " I  th in k  

I ' l l  go to  b e d . I  d o n 't  b e lie v e  I hav e  m y  n ig h t re a d in g  to n ig h t ."  

H o w ev er, a  l i t t le  l a t e r  I w ent in  and  found Tony in  the ro ck in g
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c h a ir  a t  L y n d o n 's  r e q u e s t .   H e, L yndon, w as s tr e tc h e d  ou t on  th e  m a ss a g e  

ta b le , hav ing  a  ru b , a b so rb in g  h is  n ig h t re a d in g , w ith  th e  TV tu rn e d  on, 

to  w hich  he w as u t te r ly  o b liv io u s . If so m eth in g  co m es on th a t  he w an ts  

to  h e a r ,  so m e  e x tr a  n e rv e  a l e r t s  h im , he s to p s  re a d in g , tu rn s  i t  up, 

an d  w a tc h e s  i t .  O th e rw ise , th e  n o ise  d o e sn ’t  s e e m  to  b o th e r  h im  in  th e  

l e a s t .  M e, i t  d r iv e s  m ad !  I t  w as , h o w ev er, one of th e  e a r l i e s t  n ig h ts  

in  a  long  t im e  fo r  h im .  B y m id n ig h t w e w e re  b o th  in  b e d .

L y n d a  had  ca lle d  m e  f ro m  G ra s s h o p p e r , a s  sh e  h as  e v e ry  day .

I th in k  p o s s ib ly  s h e ’s lo n e so m e .  She to ld  m e th a t  sh e  had  found a  

sk e le to n  th a t  w as p ro b a b ly  se v en  h u n d red  y e a r s  o ld , th e  a rc h e o lo g is t  

to ld  h e r .   T h a t w ould p la c e  i t  p re -C o lu m b ia n , c e r ta in ly , p ro b a b ly  

in  the T h ir te e n th  C en tu ry .  She w as engaged  in  v e ry  c a re fu l ly  s c ra p in g  

th e  bo n es  to  get o ff the e n c ru s ta tio n s  o f sev en  h u n d re d  y e a r s  o f d i r t  

an d  p e b b le s .  I g a th e re d  th a t  she  found th a t  no t the  m o s t  e x c itin g  w o rk  

in  th e  w o rld , and  i t  s e e m s  th a t  in  e v e ry  c o n v e rsa tio n  she te l l s  m e ,

"M am a, w e ge t up a t  6 o 'c lo c k  in  th e  m o rn in g ."
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