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Thursday, June 17th vJVl^D

Was one of th ose  in cred ib le  days that would m ake a book ,  a  

life t im e , not just a day.

• I began by asking Lyndon if  we shouldn't invite a ll  the A stro n a u ts' 

fa m ilie s , w ives and children , to spend the night  at the White H ou se. We 

had such a fr ien d ly , n ice  tim e  with them  in Houston, and th ey  had seem ed  

eager at- the p ro sp ect  o f  com ing to the White H ouse.- -He sa id , y e s , of -  

c o u rse .

N ext follow ed  a quick hairdo w ith Jean L ou is, and then  into the 

R ose G arden at 11:20. That dear, sp lit-seco n d  husband of m ine I found 

w as having a b ill-s ig n in g  cerem on y, w hich c lo sed  only secon d s b efore  

the garden w as to em pty and then f i l l  again w ith the astronauts and th e ir  

kin and the new sm en .

We w ere  at the h elicop ter  to m eet them  prom ptly, and who 

should em erge  f ir s t  but fo u r-y ea r  -o ld  P at M cD ivett, follow ed by  

M ike, and then Ann, and then C olonel and M r s . M cD ivett. A s  

w h olesom e a fa m ily  a s  ev er  you've seen . M rs. M cD ivett, a lso  

nam ed P at, peppery, gay; Lt. M cD ivett scrubbed, a lm o st crew -cu t, 

n ice  sm ile ;  and then the W hites - -  Bonnie Lynn in a  pink d r e ss  that 

looked  lik e  it  w as m ade for E a ster , darling ch ild , and Edward III, 

as handsom e a youngster as I have seen  in  a lo n g  tim e ,  and ta l le r ,  -

s lim , not an extra  pound. C ol. W hite.  P re tty  b lo n d e  M rs. Wh i t e .
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Thursday, June 17th (continued) 

a lso  P a t.

We w ent into the R ose G arden, J im  Webb gathering up the

M atthew s, m anagers of th is p roject from  the ground. There Lyndon
tp-'

pinned a NASA E xceptional S erv ice  M edal on the astronauts and M r., /V.

M atthew s.  M cD ivett p a ren ts , White parents (he’s a G eneral), a 

c o te r ie  o f k in fo lk s, and a  w hole R ose Garden fu ll of p r e ss  looked  

happily on,  k e en ly  aw are that th is is  a m om ent of A m er ica 's  trium ph, 

a m om ent of h igh  excitem en t, a m om ent to rem em b er .

Lyndon u sed  it  a s  a pulpit to say  once m ore Pe a c e , Peace,_ 

Pe a c e .  It s e e m s  that a lm o st ev ery  day he is  try ing to take the  

p ea ce  o ffen sive  i n any w ay he can.  He term ed  the th ree "the  ̂ .

C hristopher C olum buses of the Tw entieth Century and said  th e ir  

w ork had nudged the w orld  to grea ter  in ternational coop eration .

I w as glad he quoted from  a sp eech  he had m ade sev en  

y e a r s  ago b efo re  the United N ations. "Men who have worked  

togeth er to rea ch  the s ta rs  are  not lik e ly  to descend  together  

into the depths of w ar and d e so la t io n ."  He talked about how m uch  

we would a ll p refer  to s e e  m en rid ing together in  a sp ace ship  

to new adventure, to conquer a new w orld , than to shoot down 

each  o th er's  p lanes as w e had to la s t  night.  This tim e it  r e fe r r e d  

to a c tiv ity  o v er  V ietnam  la s t  n ight.  He a lso  sa id  that we have

X ' , ;  -  z  -  : ■
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now pulled  even  w ith the R u ssia n s, c lo se d  the gap in  m anned space  

f lig h t.

A fter he had aw arded the m ed a ls , they gave him  som ething  

that w ill  b e  the p rim e exhibit in  the Johnson L ib rary  if  ev er  th ere  

i s  one: a  sm a ll fram ed  A m erican  flag  that they had ca rr ied  on their  

fou r-d ay , 6 2 -orb it flig h t. They had only been  perm itted  som e tin y  

am ount o f luggage, lik e  60 ounces, and th is w as part of it .  What 

could m ean  m o re?  • V

But the cu test part o f the cerem on y w as when Lyndon lean ed  

o v er , w ay over, to  g ive a lit t le  m edallion  to the sm a lle s t  of the 

M cD ivett ch ildren , P a t, and sa id , " We want you to eat supper w ith  

u s and spend the night - -  you and a ll your fa m ilie s  - -  b eca u se  down 

hom e that's the w ay w e show a ffection ." I think everybody th ere  

lik ed  it  a s  m uch as I did.

I looked out in  the crow d, and who should I s e e  but Jacqueline  

Cochran!  Nobody that f lie s  has played a grea ter  ro le  in our l iv e s  

than Jack ie C ochran. Once she flew Lyndon to M ayo’s at a  cru c ia l  

point in h is  1948 cam paign for the Senate, when he had a kidney  

stone and it hung on the thread of a balance w hether he would go 

to the h osp ita l for a s ix  or eight w eek  operation - -  no cam p aign , 

no Senate - -  or , a s  it  turned out, have the good fortune to get the kidney stone 
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. extracted by the r a r e s t  kind of an expert at M ayo's -- who pulled  it  out w ith  p in cers  

or som ething lik e  that -- an d  Lyndon w as on his fee t  in  th ree d a y s.  I know 

I gripped her hand with sp e c ia l w arm th.  She is  an ardent R epublican  

now.  I hope she s t i l l  lik es  u s.

And then, w ith p ro m ises  to return  w ith a ll th eir  fa m ilie s  

for a quiet, p erso n a l show ing of the W hite H ouse, a fter  they  had 

fin ish ed  parade and greetin gs at the H ouse and Senate, and get 

in sta lled  as our overnight house g u ests , a ll  the c e le b r it ie s  m elted  

aw ay.

And I w ent u p sta irs  to untangle what had becom e a  v e r y  

tangled  skein  indeed . I got B e s s  and P a tsy  and A shton, and w e  

planned our day, b ecau se  we had three groups - -  the great c e le b r it ie s ,  

the a stron au ts, and our fo rm er ranch forem an and k in sp erson .

Corky Cox. and h is fam ily , and A rt V ick land from  A ustin  and h is  

fa m ily . And then I had a group of a ll  those who had w orked so  hard  

on the boyhood hom e for a thank-you party in the Yellow O val R oom .

So it  w as lo g is t ic s  that w as the subject of our m eetin g . B e s s  to  

handle re fresh m en ts  a ll  around, P a tsy  and A shton and I to g r e e t  

the astron au ts and get them  started  off on their w hirlw ind, P a tsy  ,

to w elco m e the V icklands and the C oxes to  the W est H all, and D orothy  

T err ito  v e ry  sh ortly  afterw ard the boyhood hom e group to the Yellow
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R oom .

Bedding down 13 gu ests of d ifferen t s e x e s  and ag es  can be 

quite a prob lem , not to m ention  the sudden rea liza tio n  that we had 

to p ick  up D r. J im  Cain and put him  som ew here - -  w h ere?   Lynda’s 

room , of c o u r se . P e r fe c t .  H e's a m em b er of the fa m ily .

: And then suddenly I found m y se lf  quite s leep y .  A fter s e v e r a l  

w eeks of not fee lin g  re la x ed , o f sleep in g  only s ix  or sev en  hours a 

night, a- flee tin g , i l lu s iv e , m u ch -d esired  s lee p  cam e as a d elic io u s  

boon. I only fe e l  that it 's  cru e l som ehow that Lyndon can 't do the 

sa m e . So I cu rled  up and had about an hour and a h alf's d e lic io u s  

oblivion .

Then up and d re sse d  to greet the astron au ts, a ll beam ing, 

buoyed up by excitem en t, no doubt, take the P at M cD ivetts to  303 

and th eir  lit t le  daughter Ann to the s ittin g  room  of that su ite  - -  I 

ca lled  it, and quite p rop erly , th e  "Pink Ro se s  Bedroom ," n ice  for a 

l it t le  g ir l.

And then lo v e ly , b lu e  canopied 301 w as for P at and M ike, 

hardly the two to ap p reciate i t .  W hile P a tsy  D erby, who is  turning  

out to be v ery  quiet and capable and sw ift, showed the W hites to 

327, and th eir  lo v e ly  lit t le  Bonnie Lynn to the s ittin g  room  next 

door w h ere w e had ro lled  in  a bed . The M atthews had the country  

bedroom , renam ed for the o cca sio n  le s t  it  sound som ehow le s s
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grand than the o th ers, and, im portant as it  is  being the b o ss  on the  

ground, th ere  is  som ething r ea l g litterin g  about a stron au ts. But 

th e ir  daughter m ade up for it by having what I think is  the secon d  

m o st charm ing of a l l  the guest room s - -  the red to ile  one.  And 

Edward W hite and the M atthews son w ere room m ates farth er down 

the h a ll.

Then w e started  our tour, w ith  M r. Ketchum  and m e p erform in g  

as a  duo, supplying, each  of u s , the facts of h istory , the fa c ts  of 

w arm th and p erso n a l anecdote, and never to a m ore in ter ested  aud ience. 

I put in  as m any s to r ie s  about the Theodore R o o sev e lt ch ild ren , John 

and C aroline Kennedy, and our own Lynda and L uci, as I could, 

b eca u se  I thought that ch ildren  m ight like them .

Then we planned either the choice of a nap - -  and g ood n ess, 

how the grow nfolks should have w elcom ed  that - -  or a sw im  for  a l l  

the children , su p erv ised  by a S ecre t S erv ice  m an, or a  Walt D isn ey  

m ovie  for the ch ildren . And a s im p le , stra igh t-forw ard  question  

to  the M others: how m any of your ch ildren , aged four to fourteen , 

would rather just have a light supper, m ilk  and san d w ich es, and an 

e a r ly  b ed tim e, w ith m ov ie  b efore or a fterw ards, or would accom pany  

you at sev en  o 'c lo ck  to the State D epartm ent for S ecre ta ry  R uck’s 

buffet and the m ov ie  of the GEMINI flight, plus a recep tion  afterw ard?

.... -■
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Without fa il the m others very  firm ly  said  they  would lik e  th e ir  

ch ild ren  to stay  at the White H ouse.  So, happily about halfw ay  

through the tour, saw B e s s  com ing on hand to pour and the r e fr e s h - 

m en ts in the B lue R oom  looking d e lic io u s, I asked them  to m ake  

th em se lv e s  at hom e w hile I went to jo in  people from  som e other  

w alks of l ife  - -  our accountant from  KTBC and Corky Cox, who 

u sed  to be our ranch forem an . ;

•  Running bn the V ick lands in  the hall as I started  u p sta irs , 

it  w as ir r e s is t ib le .   I had to take them  in to m eet a ll the a stron au ts.

I hope th ey  w ere  as th r illed  as I would have been .

A la s , the Corky C oxes w ere  a few m inutes la ter  and I fe lt  

I couldn't go down to rep eat it . F ee lin g  a lit t le  b it like an o rch estra  

lea d er , but knowing that J im  Ketchum  and B e ss  w ere fo llow ing our 

rather w e ll- la id  plans b etter  than I could, I settled  down for a happy 

lit t le  v is it  w ith  A rt and Corky. To ta lk  about Ava in  Johnson C ity  

and the ranch,  t he ir  th ree  ch ildren , D ebbie, David, and M ark, the 

one born at S tonew all,  t h e Sam  Johnson house, and, w ith A rt, about 

the fo lks at KTBC.  I m is s  them  so  m uch.  No C hristm as p a r t ie s . 

E v ery  one I went to from  the beginning - -  it  m u st have been  soon  

after  1943 - -  until 1963. I  did not go then, or s in ce .
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F o r the second  tim e that day, I showed the L incoln  R oom , the 

Q ueen’s R oom , the O val R oom , the dining room . I tr ied  to g ive them  

a w arm  fa m ily  v ign ette , b eca u se  in th eir  sep arate  w ays th ey  have  

m eant a lo t  to  u s , e sp e c ia lly  Corky's M other, A va.  And then at a  

lit t le  p ast 6, th ey  le ft .

B y  th is tim e sev en  litt le  astronaut ch ildren  w ere  sp lash in g  

in  the pool, getting Ashton w et, her phone ca ll told m e, the m ea ls  

w ere  ordered  for the S o la r ium ,  and a Walt D isn ey  la id  on.

Then I changed into m y b eige  en sem b le , the one I w ore to 

the Convention, and went into the Yellow O val R oom  for the party  

for al l  the peop le who had worked so  hard on the Johnson C ity  

boyhood h om e. B y th is tim e it  w as tim e  for a r e a l drink.  I at 

le a s t  fe lt  the need  of one.

On a b ig  w hite cardboard I had som e of the outstanding  

new spaper s to r ie s  and p ictu res of the hom e, the opening, p ub licity  

in  T exas and W ashington, around the country, and a scrapbook of 

a ll  the c lip p in gs, and co lor  p ictu res of the in ter io r s  of the r o o m s-

We a ll  se ttled  down c o s ily . It w as one of those p arties  

w h ere th e r e 's  a  ra re  fee lin g  - -  or so  I sen sed  - -  o f genuine 

enjoym ent and everybody being on the sam e beam .

' -  8 ' - '
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F ir s t  I ra ise d  m y g la ss  to Juanita, who is  the r e a l g en e s is  of 

a ll  the A rch ive work, a ll the saving, the setting  a s id e  of m em orab le  

p ie c e s  o f paper and objects for som e future L ib rary . And glad I w as  

of a  chance to applaud h er . _ And then, m ost of a ll, to D orothy T err ito , 

who has b een  backbone and has done the m o st d ay-to -d ay  w ork on it .  

S h e's our A rch iv is t .

One I m is se d  on: M rs. P o r t n er . To m e sh e 's  the one who 

id en tified  a ll  the g la s s .  I didn’t r e a liz e  she had actu ally  b een  in  our 

em ploy for s e v e r a l y e a r s , co llec tin g  item s for som e future L ibrary.' 

D r . G rover, A rch iv ist of the United S ta tes , w as th ere, and w e paid  

due hom age to h im  and a ll h is m o st cooperative group. M r. L y sin g er , 

who had arranged  the exhibit; H enry L ivingston , who had helped . I 

rem em b er  w ith pride that he sa id , "This is  the f ir s t  of a l l  P r e s id e n tia l  

L ib ra r ies  that ev er  started  out w ith  a re a l a rch iv is t  on its  staff; M rs. 

P o r tn e r ."   B eca u se  som ew here down the lin e  a ll of th is w ill becom e  

a part of the Lyndon B a in es Johnson L ibrary .

And he paid quite a n ice  com plim ent to the house i t s e lf ,  the  

l i t t le  Sam  Johnson h ou se. Sandy F ox  was th ere, who has done a ll  

the beautifu l c a lligraphy w ork for the exhibit, w ith h is a s s is ta n ts .

And, o f co u rse , A shton, who has turned out to be m y right hand 

in  a ll  d ealings w ith  J e s s ie ,  who is  a very  good c o r r e s p o n d e n t .  ^
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And m o st p lea sin g  to m e it w as that M r. Izac A very, who has  

b een  at the White H ouse for 32 y e a r s , beginning w ith H oover, who has 

fram ed  a ll  the p ictu res for u s . The sequence of old Johnson C ity, 

c ir c a  1914, the fam ily  p ic tu res , beginning with Lyndon aged s ix  

m onths, m any old ca rds gathered together by A lice  Brow n and .--various 

fr ie n d s . The y ea rs  o f cam paign p ictu res -- fr o m  the H ouse in  1937 

through the Senate, the V ice P r esid en cy , and the P r esid en cy , the 

la s t  one the F a ll of 1964.  Often I would hand M r. A very  a  p ictu re  

in the h a ll about 4 P . M . and say , "I ju st w ish  we could take it  to 

T ex a s, but w e are  going in an hour. But ju st get it fram ed , M r. 

A very , and w e w ill take it  down next tim e we g o ."  When we boarded  

the plane an hour la ter  it would be in the hands of m y S e cr e t  S erv ice  

A gent. And I think he enjoyed doing it that w ay - -  the im p o ss ib le .

E verybody had a chance to ta lk  about h is part in  the h o u se . 

T here w as shy, quiet, obliging C hief Knudsen, who had la id  out 

w ith m e and D orothy T errito  the hundreds of p ictu res on the b ig  

tab le in  the T reaty  R oom . We had se le c te d  from  them  the 18 that 

m ade up the in terestin g  m ontage w ith dram atic p ictu res of our 

l iv e s ,  put them  a ll  togeth er, m ade one negative out of them , and 

fram ed  it .  I do b e liev e  i t  i s  in  front o f th is  la rg e  m ontage the 

to u r is ts  stop the lo n g est.

■ -  -  10  -  '
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I read  them, from  J e s s ie 's  le tte r  how in the m onth s in ce  it  

had opened on M ay 13th to June 15th, there had b een  4 ,1 1 8  peop le  

•who had signed  the r e g is tr y . A ctually  there had been  m ore people  

b eca u se  som e signed , "Mr. and M rs. Jones and F a m ily ,"  and som e  

did not s ign  at a ll .  F rom  43 S tates and 7 fo re ig n  co u n tr ie s . A s far  

as Japan and South A fr ica . How a ll the m others encourage th e ir  

sm a ll boys to s it  in the chair that w as Lyndon's when he w as in  the 

Senate, and then say , "Now, son, m aybe you w ill grow up to be  

P r e s id e n t ."

D r. Goldman w as a b sen t. It w as h is b irthday. He w as  

back  at P r in ceto n . And it  w as L iz 's  2 1st wedding a n n iversary , 

and she w as ab sen t. But the r e s t  o f us a ll sa id  thanks and c o n - 

gratu la tion s. And it  w as as happy a party as I rem em b er in  the  

White H ou se.

A lit t le  b efore  eight I le ft  D orothy in  charge, sa id  goodbye,

and got ready to go to the State D epartm ent auditorium . S u rp risin g ly ,

Lyndon had told  m e that he wanted to accom pany m e . He cam e

strid in g  in  lik e  a w hirlw ind with B ea g le  and, of a ll p eop le . G overnor

Tom  D ew ey of New York! This w as the f ir s t  tim e I rem em b er

m eetin g  G overnor Tom  D ew ey, but not a day older than m y m em o ry

o f h im  in 1948. P o lish ed , s e lf -a s s u r e d , cocky, and r e a lly  quite :

ch arm ing. They had been  talking about c r im e . He had given  hours
' ' -  11 - 5̂



of h is tim e - -  and it 's  not the f ir s t  - -  to m ake plans to attack , erad icate  

cr im e  in  the D is tr ic t  of Colum bia, as sort of a m odel for the N ation.

So it  had b een  a tw o -fisted  tornado so r t of a day for Lyndon, one f is t  

la sh in g  out aga in st c r im e , the other (or perhaps you should c a ll it  a 

hand) extended tow ards p ea ce , o ffering  the exp loration  o f sp ace  through  

joint sharing of know ledge and the b en efits  of the r ic h  technology of our 

country to  other cou n tr ies, ask ing o th ers to share the adventure w ith  

u s . What u se  of energy, what change of p a c e !

I thought of h is two bow ls of soup for lunch, or m aybe i t  was 

on ly  one - -  I had ca lled  up at 3:30 to se e  if  I could send over som eth ing. 

N o. He had had soup. No, he n ever  cam e over for a nap.

We w ent to the State D epartm ent auditorium  to what m u st have  

b een  a m o st singu lar event. C hiefs of M issio n s and th eir  fa m ilie s ,  

along w ith m any heads of the State D epartm ent, had been  in v ited  to 

view  the m ovie  o f the astronauts' tr ip  in sp ace , d escr ib ed  by the 

astron au ts th e m s e lv e s . They narrated  in a v e ry  so ft, gen tle , 

m a tte r -o f-fa c t  v o ic e . W hite, bulky in  h is space su it, stepped  

out into a bright b lue void . Below  him  you saw a great sp h er ica l 

m a s s . You could s e e  the um b il ic a l  cord  w hich connected h im .

He sa id , "I wanted to be darned su re  I didn't lo se  the len s  cap 

on the ca m era .  I  knew I m ight as w e ll  not com e back if  I did th at."

■■  ̂ -  12 -
.. , ... ..
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M cD ivett in the craft w as an ex ce llen t cam erm an, too . White said ,

"I took so m e b ig  s te p s . I stepped out on H aw aii and on to C alifornia  

and then I stepped rig"ht on T ex a s, M r. P r esid en t. " It w as a th rillin g , 

in cred ib le , h ea rt-in -th ro a t m om ent, our astronauts m ile s  above the 

earth , one floating around in sp a c e . And it  had been  only 8 y ea rs  ago, 

not quite that, one O ctober night in  T exas, when Lyndon and I had , 

h eard  of the R u ssian s' f ir s t  shattering trip  in  sp a c e .

; O nce m ore, Lyndon used  th is chance for a p eace o ffen s iv e .

"F rom  that p ersp ec tiv e , w here the sun sh in es in a ll its  purity , how 

sm a ll, how m ean, se em  the d ifferen ces  am ong m en and N ations 

down b elow . S u rely  w e on th is earth  - -  heads of State, d ip lom ats, 

p riva te  c it iz e n s , can find it  w ithin o u rse lv e s  to sea rch  for and 

rea ch  for th ose  new p ersp ec tiv es  w hich w ill  enable us to understand  

one another b etter  and a ssu re  peace among o u rse lv e s  fo r e v e r ."

And R usk thanked a ll the A m b assad ors p resen t for the contributions  

of m any of them  to the space fligh t. Their ground stations had helped  

s e r v ic e  and guide the fligh t. Som e of them  had vacated  radio  

freq u en cies  to help give c lea r  a ir  for the astron au ts.

And then Lyndon d eliv ered  the shocker of the even in g . He 

said,. ''I'm  not going to be v e ry  popular w ith your fcon ilies w hen I 

sa y  th is , but I want you astronauts to go again outside th is country
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in the next few h o u r s ." W hile P at M cD ivett and P at White and the two 

C olonels sat open-m outhed, he asked  them  to go along with the M atthews 

and H ubert H um phrey to P a r is  to the A m erican  A ir Show, leav in g  at 

4 A .M . Then pandem onium  broke lo o se !  Staff m em b ers s lith ered  over  

and knelt in  front o f Webb and la ter  in  front o f Lyndon, m aking plans 

for the fligh t, for getting M uriel Humphrey, who w as out in M innesota, 

to  f ly  back  to join  them  in  t im e .

• But in  m om ents we w ere  u p sta irs  on the top floor of the State  

D epartm ent for the recep tion , shaking hands w ith m em b ers of at 

le a s t  60 fo re ig n  n ation s. It had b een  so  hurried , m any w ere out of 

tow n. But the P la tz e r s  of A u stria  w ere th ere , the M argains of 

M exico , the Dobrynins of R u ssia , and it  w as of cou rse for h im  that 

the cam era  flashbulbs went on en d le ss ly . .Sudanese, S en eg a lese , 

B u rm ese  - -  m any of the Iron Curtain cou n tries. Charge d 'A ffa irs  

and S e c r e ta r ie s  w here th ere w as no A m bassador - -  and lo ts  and lo ts  

and lo ts  o f ch ild ren . A singu lar event in the liv e s  of the d ip lom atic  

ch ild ren .

A fter about 30 m inutes we gathered up G overnor D ew ey and 

went back to the White H ouse, s t i l l  w ithout d inner, and h ere began  

the funniest part o f th is great^crescendo of a  day. As tJie astronauts' 

w iv es  peeked in , I took them  back  to m y litt le  o ffic e -d r e ss in g  room

- -14

. !

'
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and opened up the c lo se t  w here m y evening d r e s se s  are and ca lled  H elen , 

b eca u se  what does any wom an think about when she h ears sh e 's  going to 

P a r is  — c lo th es , even  i f  sh e 's  the w ife of an astronaut! The purpose of 

the v is it  w as to show the F ren ch  and the w orld  the a ch ievem en ts of the 

United S tates in outer sp a c e . '

M rs . M cD ivett and M rs. White w ere  both s iz e  ten . That’s 

g rea t -r  so  am  I. We ca lled  H elen  and suggested  that th ey  have a 

s ty le  show and se e  what they could w ea r . They need one evening  

d r e ss  a p iece , su re ly , ju st for in su ran ce . M aybe L e Grande C harles  

m ight in v ite  them  to a recep tio n . Then th ere w as the coat p rob lem .

M rs . M atthews w as a s iz e  14. Lynda's c lo se t  could y ie ld  up a  14.

I asked  H elen  to get the w ashing m ach ines to going on what 

m u st have been  a su itca se  fu ll o f d irty  c lo thes for th em . And then  

told  the k itchen to get som e dinner on the table as quickly as th ey  

could for a starv in g , b ew ildered  G overnor D ew ey. What a household  

he m u st think h e 's  descended  into!

L eaving the s ty le  show, I went to the dinner table a lit t le  

p a st 11, and Lyndon, G overnor D ew ey, Hubert and I had dinner, 

w ith  C olonel W hite and C olonel M cD ivett and M r. M atthews w illin g , 

for a second p late - -  it  had been  i  long tim e sin ce  that recep tio n .

And D r. J im  Cain s ittin g  on hand - -  he got roped in to go to P a r is

;



as the d o c to r ! And L loyd Hand m oving quietly  in and out and m aking  

p la n s .

Lyndon told  G overnor D ew ey he m u st spend the night and they  

w ould fin ish  th e ir  con versation  in the m orning. And I sa id , "The 

L incoln  R oom , of co u r se , ” and I would bring him  pajam as and a 

toothbrush . How funny the pajam as m u st have fit! And th ere'd  

be som ebody when he f ir s t  ca lled  for co ffee  in  the m orning to supply  

other th in g s .

It w as during dinner that I rea liz e d  the fu ll extent o f the  

d isc u ss io n . We m e r e ly  brushed upon it, the d isc u ss io n  that Lyndon  

and T om  D ew ey had had during the day about c r im e . How d eterm in ed  

Lyndon is  to  m ake a show ing, how generous Tom  D ew ey has b een  in  

try ing  to h elp .

And it  w as a lso  during dinner that the final act o f the w hirring  

c ir c u s  took p la c e . Lyndon ca lled  beautiful M rs. Arthur K rim , asked  

h er i f  she could f ly  to P a r is  in about 4 or 5 hours to act as in terp reter  

for  the a stro n a u ts. She speaJss 7 lan gu ages. Ju st jump on a  p lan e, or  

he'd  send one for h er, com e down and spend - -  we can't sa y  spend  

the night, rather take a nap, in the Queen's Room , and then depart 

w ith  the V ice  P r es id e n t, the astron au ts, and J im  Cairi b efore grey  

dawn. She could. She did.
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Thinking about getting them  off at that tim e, I w as about to ca ll 

H elen  once m ore  to the re sc u e . I could give her the day off, and 

serv a n ts who serv e  dinner at 11:30 you m ustn 't ask  to se rv e  coffee  

at 3 . Liuci, p rotector of serv a n ts , stopped m e . "No, M other, le t  

m e get up and give everybody co ffee . I'd ju st love to . M other, you 

ju st don't know - -  H elen 's been  s ic k  for a w hole m o n th ." And I thought 

i t  would be g rea t. I sa id , "F ine, L u ci, " told her everybody's room  

num ber, and le ft  it  w ith  h er .

P a t M cD ivett had m y w hite crink led  crep e d r e s s , and P at  

White m y w hite sa r i d r e s s , som eon e m y w hite evening coat, som eon e  

m y  red  Spring coat and m y yellow  Spring coat, and Lynda's w ardrobe . 

had provided for M rs. M atthew s. Now I do hope the F ren ch  give  

them  a party!

I took Tom  D ew ey up to the L incoln  Room , and I think he ' 

thought the day had been  just as h ilariou s as it  had been  to m e .

But I know when I've had enough, so  I craw led  se lf ish ly  into bed, 

leav in g  L uci to cope w ith  the cock -crow in g  hour.

-  17  -


