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¢ most memorable day. I got up in time to have one more )
1'0ve1y.‘:Walk through iv[ary's'_gerden and dp’wh past the sWimrnin_g pooi.*‘
surro_un.dfe‘d. by Chafi'ée- longues.. ahd--’hom‘f'orte.ble chai_r‘sv add the {)reaq_ _.
swa.the of greerx bordered w1thp1nk andred I:ger‘ard\.lme',' ahd hehirid S

- them. rhododendron and large bloommg shrubs, now green of course.

And then the great elms

And then she talked about her plans -~ Mary always ha.s plans ——." i

.of the contmuauon of the beautlflcanon prOgram. Flrst she asked me if \»"(

we had’someone from Federal"Hqusing on'our Comrnittee'. : ,Perhapsswe -
_should work toward getting-one percent in Federal Housing's budget .
set aside for use'in planting. Second, we just must work on the
education angle,' enlisting the interesi:'s ‘of teachers, 4-H Clubs, 'h_c‘)rrxve_ A
economists; garden clubs, Girl and Boy Scouts. The whole attitude of
the next generation must be c_hanged if this country is to be preserved :
and made more beautiful. Third, how about involving labor unions.
Maybe we ought to see Walter Reuther. He's a man with ideas. 'May'be
" he would make speeches to his gnumerable members. And then there .
ought to be some sort of n'ness'a'g'e from me, though‘t”Ma.ry, in time to
reach the Septerh ber editions of the women's magazines, urging a

Fall planting in everybody's yard of one climbing rose, one fl.owerin:g

' crab‘ép.?l.e or dogwood or Whatev'er-is'jrneet indigenous ‘to the l.egdi. you R

live in.




-

i
5
i
{
{
3
I
3
H
4
l
;
1
i
3
&
L
H
I3
L
Ei
H
L
&
:
{a

- MEMORANDUM

- certainly meah;sioti'xe'thiri'g)l believe to “théj_i‘r‘ ;;I'ea_:'z-jqure'_xa..rgdi to mine .

“for being with them.

'R'ooé“eVél:tv.( ‘His home is there, the rose garden, ,theio_v‘elyyiew _ofr‘

_ this country, six or seven generations back. He said that he only -
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A li't‘fle' a.ffer 1 i.:O;JFMa..ry anci.I left for the‘ FbR Li.}:;rax_'-y.‘

- _vThervc; we bv‘Qere met by Dr. El}i.z_ab‘e';h"])_l‘.lpi.y".? the héaé Ofthe S
Librajn‘r.i who ﬁad gegn rﬁy guést at dné of the ”,Wol.'hér‘tvl.)o'ersn '}lur}éhe.c')'n's.
| ,. :v J'ué;nita and Dc;rothy haci a_lre‘a.‘dy-'pre'ééd’_eaﬁs; . Ha.vmg .thiem o

thexe was Lyndonts wondexfal idea - what they would absorh would

mean something to the future of our Library if ever,’ and it would . .

At
e

71 doubt if I shall ever really like another one of the presidential . =~

B R (T R Sama < S pm Y s .

libraries as well as this. It is so intimate to i};‘e man ~- to President

" “the Hudson River which wa»s_"so ‘much a "par't': of his life.: 'Th‘ez-Library ‘ | S

- itself accords well with the la;ndscé.pe'and w1th the »Hyde' Park 1‘10usek;"" [EE

I_ dare say"_in modern standards i_tvmigvh_vt: be»c‘ﬁon'si_derec.l'old' o

“fashioned already in that there are so_many'eXhib'its, so fnariy thin'géz

in a sort of mixed up fashion. ' So was his desk 'ia.lways and sc;'\‘a'va's “their

.

~ house. I found the whole ‘thi:n'g wonderful. I especially loved seeing =

his beautiful chiiétening ‘ribciabe a.'ndv the little vWic‘:vl\cer- bassinet with a -

dainty white calnopy.’.'.The letter he erote the man inquiring if his

) ancé:str'y was Jewish -- in which he said he had neither the}ipcliha.tq'p'r:_i o R

' ‘,‘r_xd"rf'th»e time to look it up. He referred to his earliest anéestr_fiﬁ;-:.q b T '
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; hoped they were good citizens who contributed to their country whether

) they were .]'ew1sh, Cathohc or Protestant. C‘old, cutting, great letter.

There were dehghtful family p1ctures ’How much prettier Mrs. -
' Roosevelt was'as a young girl a.n.d what one hea.rs would have you

believe\ There was a \little' tartan. from"j"‘some Scottish clan that had '

.',. .
'L o

been glven to FDR when he was a.bout 4 years old e dellghtfu-1 'He;‘iS' -’

"f:said to ha.ve hated;to have tO put 1t on.

went_;rridin'g" on snowy winter days. It,belon_ged to one of the czars_ of

| 'YWI‘hked seemg the ca.r that he drove Wlth the spec1a1 equipment REEEE o

\‘) e 80 th'at:he ‘never-had to use hi's_ feet And the slelgh in whlch the family' .

e ,'Rus»sia;'.‘j"and it»had_been purehased for $24 by onef‘of FDR"s“ ancesrto’rs‘._‘

There were some letters to Lyndon and from Lyndon to
’President RooseVel_t.v And some from Mrs. Roosevelt% ‘““””"‘,..t

One of the most 1mpresswe things of all was a511ver bowl Wthh

_had belonged in the Roosevelt fa.mily before the Revolutionary War. It :

ha.d been made by the 511versm1th who had ta.ught Paul Revere his tra.de

as sﬂversm ith. o 7

whether he was going to run for a third term.

B e T T P D Pt W,

which housed all'thos‘e'peculiar things one gets, including a large stone

' sphinx-;bear_ingitheface ofFDR,madeatthe tirne wh‘enﬁ 'no: one;,knelw :f Gl

(O R TR

‘There was one room calledfae-ffuiﬁ, "The Chamber of Awditers¥
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‘Dr. Drury introdu_ce‘d us to all the staff. We went into the
stacks,: More and more it was emphasized to me that really it is
the endless lines of American families that come from all over the

' counti-y to see these.remembrances of a presidency and of a da.y in -

_ N g : o

- our h1story.__,But yet in the research room there were several '

. - b N : é}t&_cut..,_’“tktx"
.students There ‘'was a d1sp1ay -- some 8 or 10 volumes.-—-"-;?-hey—

'Were:;'on;‘ﬁlthefma.rket They were about the hfe of Roosevelt by

"hietoizij:ile.ns:who ha,"czé~ done thelr..work here _1n thls 'L1brary. Not all

} % S historia.n_s One of them was Helen Ga.hag;!n Douglas who had wrltten o

e b A A e e nl e Shn

aboutMrs FDR.V .There are many lacks. vFor_ mstance, there is no.
auditor‘.ii-)‘.”rn. There w111 ‘be-.one;‘When the rﬂn‘on'ey ie raised to bnild the |
T ing 4 e Maa, Rocworains papase, L TS
My tr‘ip 4'm'ade"r-ne glati of ve;re"rythin’g_iw‘e had saved -- .:glad.vs'(e
" he.d had an .ea’xi-ly-begtnning,. sorry ab'ont_ all t_h_e :v‘vontie.rfuly things I héd »
lost or thro§vn away’ along the way | o
AbOut half way through the day I began to have the most awful |
stomach ache -- »a fa.m thar one -- I've hed it before. But I Qae too ‘.
interested to s'to.p'. | |
There were many touritste', but only one newspaper man. -

\(/’ o ,It shows 'a.-couple"ofinteresting' spots--_-- of President's oWn ‘

he t-ook pic‘tures. v"’And 1 was ha.ppy’ to have t_he tour1sts take them '

everywhere.




the famous hot dogs.

S a Howard Johnsons for lunch and took Dr. Drury w1th us, Pract1cally
“every youngs_te’r in the whole' plac’:e -- and'there must have _been 50 -- R
_came ‘over and a'sked me for an autograph. Fortunatelsr‘ Ihad a purSe -

- full of little eardsl'signed or Bes's signs for me in the 'White House.’ A'nd ‘ :

' National Park Service -- a palace with towering Corinthian columns .

_overlooking the Hudson: -
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Most of all I think I loved going through the house An early

family portrait done by Stuart no 1ess§ How much that says of the

| . farnlly And then there was a pretty gay chmtz, what was called the

”Dresd?'n Room™ wh1ch was put on)they told me)to get ready for the

‘v1s1t ofté'JKrng and Queen of England -- the t1me they served them |

The Whole day was a dehght We stopped long enough to go to

B A T
o r s bl e e s+

I gave them out gladly to them. One lady s1tt1ng beh1nd me leaned over -
and sa.1d, "Mrs. Johnson, we’ ha.ve Just returned from Europe. And we -

feel a 11tt1e gu11ty because we traveled so far and saw s0 many trashy

'thmgs. : Now I want to see our own beaut1fu1 country " Truly the ‘

' Valley of the Hudson 1s hard to beat.

. We had a.plane to _catch in New York.  So we t'ook‘just a few
brief minutes to drive past the vast, ‘magnificent Vanderbilt home,

o : ' ' - us o '
given by some mem ber of the family -- none of/knew whom -- to the -
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Then we said goodbye to Mary, drove bavck over the Taeonic
Parkway to a plane ;- Juanita and L Dorothy had contmued on her
vacatlon in the Catskﬂls with her husband We caught the plane and
reached the White House around 8:00. And there -- Oh, dehght of m};
llfe -- nras Lﬁda Blrd -- home for Luci's baptlsm tomorrow and
for her b1rthday party Beth was there. and Warr1e Lynn and LuC1

| 'Of course But. Lynda and I settled down on my bed and talked and BEES

, alked and talked It‘s the real essence of life to talk_ quletly-w;th one L

of your.-children.'*r Summer has Certai'niy‘.not been utter joy for Lyn‘da."'

. et EAn e B e s e e s s

@ . It has been full of humor, learnmg, seelng Amenca, usmg an a.wful
PN E R o think :
1ot of muscles. And I/she's grown by it. Iam delighted She is do’ing '

% T If she wrltes a good art1c1e, it will mean som ethlng to her self- T L L

; o esteem and it W111 add to her maturity.

S thought about tomorrow, and I face it as a sort of goodbye -

a'ch'ang'e -- but the ohange is already‘ made.

;"‘I‘here was'a_:sneerinug, sarcastic'article by'DouglasKiker

in the Herald.Tribunle calledf,_' "The President'vs Im_age‘.Analysi_s“‘ -

: S a d1scussmn of Jack Valenti's speech about Lyndon 1n Boston. That ‘
; " number two followmg the Herbﬁeek cartoon 1n Wthh Lyndon was the

plantatlon owner with a bull ‘whlp and his office staffs ‘were cowermg K

'_Uné:l:e._:'I“:om's.' I suppose we_k shall see in thenext'f‘ew_;»v_ W'»ee’k_s who all )

are members of his cabal.




