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How joyous*—I s le p t  la te  and  w ell. T h e re  is  n o . d raught  f ro m  the 

s p r in g  of youth like i t .  And then  in the m idd le  of the m o rn in g ,  I  c a l le d  

P a t  T a y lo r  to d r iv e  a ro u n d  w ith  m e  and  ta lk  abou t the  f lo w e rs .  I  soon 

d is c o v e re d  I  w ould  n eed  to a s k  Dale M alechek  too b e c a u s e  h is  g r e a t e s t  

i n t e r e s t  and  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  on the R anch a r e  the c a t t le .  F lo w e rs  a r e  

p r e t ty  f a r  down on the tote m pole  to h im . But s o m e t im e s ,  in te re s t^  

co n f l ic t  an d  the labo r  you 've  got on h an d  to do a  job needs  to be doing 

th r e e  jobs  a t  once - -  lay ing  the pipe to i r r i g a t e ,  h a rv e s t in g  the w ild  

f lo w e r  s e e d s ,  running  the t r a c to r .  T hen  I d is c o v e re d  I n eed ed  Dale 

M e e k s  b e c a u s e  he h a s  the re s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  sa fe ty  a long  the runw ay, 

an d  fo r  s e e in g  th a t  c e r t a in  e l e c t r i c a l  l in e s  b u r ie d  r a t h e r  sha llow  below  

the s u r fa c e  m u s t  not be dug up.

I  soon found tha t th is  whole w eek  h e r e  is  going to be "O p e ra t io n  

A p p re c ia t io n "  an d  "O p e ra t io n  L e t 's  G et T o g e th e r" .  A ll  of the fo lks 

h e r e  a t  the R a n c h  a r e  w onderfu l .  We a r e  so lucky to have  th em . But 

s o m e t im e s  we su ffe r  f ro m  the la c k  of a n  o v e ra l l  execu tive  and  an  

o v e ra l l  p e r s o n  who le t s  every b o d y  know how m uch  h e 's  n eed ed  and  

a p p r e c ia te d  an d  w hat a  good job h e 's  doing. So th a t 's  a  p a r t  of th is  

n ex t  w eek  fo r  m e .

We d ro v e  up and  down the runw ay - -  P a t ,  Dale M eeks, D ale  

M a le c h e k  a n d  I - -  decid ing  ju s t  w h e re  w ithin  the l im i t s  of the type of 

so il ,  the d a n g e r  of e ro s io n ,  the p ro te c t io n  of e l e c t r i c  l in e s ,  a n d  the
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r e g a r d  fo r  s a fe ty ,  he; could  s p re a d  o u r  w ild  f low er s e e d s .  And we

h ave  th re e  t ru c k - lo a d s  of them  an d  m o r e  av a i la b le .

. We f in a lly  wound up by  d is c o v e r in g  that we r e a l ly  cou ld  do i t

on ab o u t th r e e  t im e s  a s  m u c h  sq u a re  footage a s  we h a d  o r ig in a l ly

planned . So I won th a t  one.

T hen, d ropp ing  the o th e r s  off, P a t  and I con tinued  down to the

"Y" w h e re  the r o a d  goes  e i th e r  to O r io le 's  o r  to our  R anch  and  looked

a t  the g r e a t  m a s s  of yucca  h e 's  p lan ted . J u s t  in  the r ig h t  spot, so

im p r e s s iv e  if  i t  g ro w s ,  and in  baking  Ju ly  so  l i t t le  chance  to  g row !
.

And w e lo oked  a t  the r e t a m a  an d  the r e d  bud h e 's  pu t in  w hich  the 

ca tt le  p ro m p t ly  b a r b e r e d  b e fo re  he could  get a  m a k e sh if t  fence  up.

I g a th e r  t h e r e ' s  b e e n  a  l i t t le  la c k  of s im p a t ic o  am ong  them  a l l  h e r e .

B ut I th ink  i t ' s  p r e t ty  m u c h  c o r r e c te d .

T hen  a t  1:30 I  h u r r i e d  back(and  I h e a r d  the J e t s t a r  com ing  in) to 

be  a t  the foot of the s te p s  to m e e t  J e a nne V a n d e rb i l t  and  h e r  d a u g h te r  

H eid i who a r e  a r r iv in g  f ro m  C a l i fo rn ia  - -  love ly  and  so f t-sp o k e n .

Lyndon h a d  b e e n  c a r r i e d  aw ay  w ith  h e r  w hen he had  m e t  h e r  in 

New Y ork . W e've  seen  h e r  s e v e r a l  t im e s  s in ce .  He won of c o u r s e ’ 

and  got h e r  in the golf c a r t  fo r  a  q u ick  tou r  a round .

H eid i i s  only about 15 I g u ess  o r  l6 .  S h e 's  opening in  a  B ro ad w ay  

show - -  A  V ery  R ich  W om an - -  in  a  few m on ths  —  h a s  p lay ed  in  stock and 

s u m m e r  th e a t r e  an d  goes to a schoo l fo r  a c to r s  - -  an  u nusua l,  c h a rm in g
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l i t t le  g i r l  who m a n a g e s  so  n ice ly  to co m b in e  the c h a rm  of ch ild  and  

young w o m a n  - -  a  t r a i t  a lm o s t  d isa p p e a r in g  f ro m  15 an d  16 y e a r  olds 

today.

A f te r  lunch  m y  t i r e l e s s  h u sb an d  g a th e re d  u s  up  - -  the V a n d e rb i l ts ,  

J e s s e  K e llam , M arian n e  M eans had  jo ined  u s .  We s topped  to get Judge 

M o u rs u n d .  And we h e l ic o p te re d  to the Coca C ola  Cove w h e re  the big 

b o a t  m e t  u s .  And M arian n e  pu t on a  good d e m o n s tra t io n  of w a te r  sk iing  - -  

so  too did  J e a n  - -  w hile  I sunned  and  r e a d  on the big  b o a t.

J e s s e ,  who lo a th e s  the sun, an d  with good r e a s o n ,  b u t who is  

fa i th fu l  to the end, w en t a long  w ith  them  in  the f a s t  boa t ju s t  a s  though 

he w e re  going to a  b a n k e r 's  B o a rd  of D i r e c to r s  m e e tin g  in h is  d a r k  b lue  

b u s in e s s  su i t  an d  w ith  h is  fe lt  h a t  pu lled  down o v er  h is  e a r s .

When the f a s t  b o a t  w h ir le d  p a s t  us , Lyndon h a d  e x a c t ly  the 

e x p r e s s io n  of a  l i t t le  boy ag ed  2 - 1 /2  s i t t in g  in  the  ice c r e a m  p a r l o r  

c h a i r  - -  m is c h ie v o u s ,  happy, th e - w o r ld - i s - m in e  look.

When the p e r f o r m e r s  w e re  exhausted , they  got b ack  in  the b ig  

b o a t  a n d  we w en t to the b e ach  h ouse  fo r  a  d r in k  and a  look  a t  the new s.

And th e re  w as  M a jo r  P o o le  - -  now C olonel P o o le  - -  b ack  f ro m  K o rea ,  

s e t t le d  in  San Antonio, happy  to be  com ing  once m o re  fo r  w eekends  on 

th e  lake , and  a n  a t t r a c t iv e  w om an and  a  good ne ighbor.  We h e a r d  on 

the ta lk ing  m ach in e  th a t  M a r ia l le n  an d  the W ests w e re  a l r e a d y  a t  the 

Haywood. So I d rove  on to jo in  them .
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T he  fou r  of u s  sa t  out on the b r ic k  patio  in  the fading tw ilight 

a n d  had  a  good v i s i t  about a l l  th a t 's  happened  to us  s in ce  E a s t e r .

F r a n k  an d  June E rw in  flew  up f ro m  F t .  C la rk  to spend  the 

even ing  w ith  u s .  And lovely  June w as ra d ia n t ,  l ive ly .  I am  a w a re .
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but she  c e r t a in ly  g ives no s ignal,  of a l l  that she h a s  gone th ro u g h ------

h e r  h a ir  i s  c a r e fu l ly  c o v e re d  w ith  a s c a r f .  But so  a r e  m any  w o m e n 's  

on a  c a s u a l  boa ting  p a r ty ,  and  h e r  d r e s s  sk il lfu lly  co n cea led  the 

r a v a g e s  below  it.

We a l l  ta lk ed  of F t .  C la rk  th a t  we loved. How b en ef icen t  

n a tu re  can  be! Once m o re  the s p r in g s  a r e  running, and  tha t cool, 

c r y s t a l  pool i s  fu ll  an d  inv iting . L a s t  y e a r  i t  w as  a lm o s t  d ry .

I  w ill  r e m e m b e r  1965 a s  the y e a r  of the r a in ! A lre a d y  a t  ou r  

R an ch  21 in c h e s .  And the  to ta l  an n u a l a v e ra g e  ra in fa l l  i s  27 o r  28.

E v e ry b o d y  jo in ed  u s ,  and  we h ad  a  good ca tf ish  d in n e r .  Lyndon 

■would l ik e  to have  i t  th re e  n igh ts  in  a  row .

And then, even  w ith  W esley  s i t t in g  on m y  r ig h t ,  I  s l ip p ed  off by  

the t im e  coffee  c a m e  and  w en t in to w atch  the r e s t  of "G unsm oke" .

I t  w as  an  e a r ly  even ing , and we h e l ic o p te re d  hom e by  11:00.


