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1 got- the kinfolks off to Fr‘edericksbdrg' w.ith Betﬁy Wein};eimer
as escort officér. Griffin had had to go bacic to hié jo’b.. And Elaine, |
‘Edwix.lfa, B‘erneice‘ a'ndlLynn Werev tﬁrilled to dri:\'rve 1n to see the pioneér
muse..tir.n -- my little iég ca.liain”church, St. | Barnabas, and .thefxew!
versidn, ‘the Sunday houses, the architect;ré and loéal color that makes .
Fredeficksburg a page out of the p_astA -

I settled down to organize, telephone, record -~ y'eurhouse-

~ keeper a'.nd an éxe'cutiy'e‘;?]l:l ba‘dly ﬁeeci_ed.
They returnéd all télking é.t once, very excited and ‘v.ery délighted.
| with everything they’haﬁ sieen' -- just the sor_’t_ of‘thing' that’r_nakes. a’
hbs't‘ess‘ beamv. I 'a‘m especially'charméd by Betty Wei_riheifner. )

We h;d a good c'oun'tr'y lunch. And then I took them down to g6
throug'ﬁ the Houée where L‘yndobn’_\‘vas born, We must find another rﬁ.me '
‘beside‘s" 't‘he‘ birthélacg hous‘eb.‘- It sounds so foolishly' self.-impb¥-tanf. :

: 1 think‘ 1'11., try thve: ,'_'_:Old Sam Jvc.)hn.s_'og I—-Iouse'.'. '

T]:;ey lo;reci' -I.;yndon'vs :gan.;eat grandmother's quilt, exclai_meci wheﬁ
fhey s;w tize ccv»rh_ei‘r _cabinet mad.e out of 'whét was my gxandméthe.]:"s
wardro’beb.v Act;ualfly, ,v in fact, a 've‘ry copy of one tﬁat Eiaine hersel_f has.

~And éeeing her')s/is what made me do it. And then Ela_ine said, "I 'am
going to .send y?m your grandmother's -- Sarah Jane matﬂl&sf --
dresser, . It'é j.u>.st abéu‘t like_this.on-e'here. tlix_'.at_‘Mrs..' J§hnsoqh_ad_,_'?

Only, Elaine said, prettier. Also she asked me if I would like a little
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marble top table. I shall love getting them. It's odd as one grows
older even if you live so tempestuously and busily in the present as |
- we do that you look at the past with more respect and interest.

. Back at the Ranch I talked with Lynda. She told me'an hilarious

story -- having gone to the '"Pink Garter' in Jackson Hole the night

- before, and a blushing tourist beihg called up from out of the crowd -
when nobody volﬁnteered, escbrted to the stage, and serenaded with

"Oh You Beautiful Doll"*, The lady was about 55,> from Brooklyn, a

good sport, and shé and the audience both howled.’
Lynda also told me of walking up the mountain to "Inspiration
e, o L
Point" -~ this aaéd-the Grand Tetons. I do not remember where
"Inspiration Point" is. She said that she wasn't really a nature girl -~

no great hiker -~ it wasn't really'dangerous. But a crew had passed

' . . ' t .
them on the way up carrying a stretcher for as they said a "?s/tiff” --

) M:«_;\—" ,L-L(C/’" . . ‘ . . v . ‘
a man &a&her—of"the mountain -- had a heart attack and died. And

also she said something that brought a pang to my heart. She had

been talking to her Daddy. He sounded lonesome. She said, "You

“ know , M other, he's never the same without you, "

)

She had called Jack Valenti to inquire about the war on~th.e Ca.thoiic

front -- Luci and her troubles -- and asked about Lyndon. And he felt

too that he was tense and lonesome. . I feel .s‘elﬁsh'a_é‘.thoﬁgﬁ Iwas
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insulating myself from pain and troubles down here. But I do know -

1 need' it.

And then about 5:00, Elaine and Berrféxce and Lynn and Liz and

B ! hehcoptered over to the Haywood Iwas determmed to try to water ski
vwlthout the sort of gallery that is here whenever Lyndon is present.v It

 is awkward to handle those long ‘thing’s in the water, but I finally got -

themn on and tried three times -- each time getting rather crouchingly':'
erect for a few feet and then falling inCgloriously on my face with a

loud '‘whack", I gue'ss the simple fact is I should have begun 20 years

v &' -0

ago. So thenI swam a long way to rea.ssure'myselftt But I still at least

had endurance.
I climbed back on the boat, and we drove slowly up under the

bridge -~ the part fhé_t is my favorite -- where the lower Colora.do is '

narrow and there is a tamed‘ and peaceful look to the landscipé'. We '

‘ passed two bndges where the old ra1lroad bu1lt in the 1880'5 to ca.rry

“the pmk gramte to bu1ld the cap1ta1 of the State of Texas st111 runs,

And a-great framg hotel -- Victorian style -- bullt around the turn of

' the century so they tell me. I want to explore it sometime. Then

- of course there was no dam or lake,-but there was a river -- two in

fact -~ the Llano and the lower Colorado. The people did come out in
the summer to fish and to rock on the front porch. I wonder if they

swam? It would be fun to know about,

,._.._.,4.‘.__...w‘~
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We stopped back at the boat house at 7:00 to pick up the Dale

' Malecheks and Pat Taylor and Tom and Betty Weinheimer,

Tom, veteran of 16 missions in the South Pacific, and returned
go his own:“na.tive Gilleép_ie County to lead a rancher's life wit.h hié' _ |
pretty, bright, ca.p'al‘)le little wife Betty ;— music teaché:; ‘voice
teacher, na.tur_a_l comm‘uni.t.y leader -- talked to me about a rancher's ) |
lifé; Ahd‘it ‘is a hard one. The land is so 'hiéh --exorbitantly priced |
in our areé. Ahd'without ifrigatibn, the_faltr.mer ié a slave to tﬁe weather. -

Actually, gba.té are the m ost reliable money crop)and sheep. Buta

‘rancher can't get away from lloving- white-faced herefords.’

He and Betty are so happy with their son who has _beeri appointed

to the Merchant Marine. This is something we were able to do for them --

‘really through the kindness of Hubert Humphrey whose appointment it was.

Betty and Tom had boﬁght a b'obk on Catholicism for Luci with

a sweet inscription. And they had sent me some peaches earlier in the

day -- the best; of their ¢rop.' And also a baf of sweet sfnelling.pink‘
soap in the shape of a 'peacbh,‘ ‘It's odd how peﬁple wh§ havé so little ]
to givé réaliy aré tﬁe .ones who do give..

"Pa.t and 1 tglked flowers;" ar;d we are g'oin~g_ to get some"seeds of

a'certaix_l bright red flower that b_ldbms in July -- the Weinheirﬁers have

a go'o.d stand of. I need things for July and August and on into the Fall.

I like to express my appreciation, spend some time, with my
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~ neighbors when I can. And that is what this ev’eni‘ng is planned for.
. There ére SO m‘ai'ny who do so rﬁuch féf us -- the Johnsons. |
- | o .Jéssié.Hﬁnter ﬁad’ ﬁeen aloné. Sh.é told me there had been 973 ;- :
1 believe tl;at"s "the figure. - who had signed the guest register ofer the
four —cié.y holidair Qéekgnd! ;I“hére had o‘fdlc‘ourse .beévn .nyaor'.e. Some don't
| sign, and rvnany'sign"Mr.‘ancvl M_r.s. John ,Jones‘a,nd' family//which, we

count as just two.




