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THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

T h u rs d a y ,  July: 8, 1965 P ag e  1

T h e re  w as  a  c r e s c e n d o  of w o rk  and  o rg an iz in g  an d  fa m ily  

te lephoning .

E a r ly  in  the m o rn in g  M r. Cle b  C a r t e r  c a m e  to w a lk  a ro u n d  

the y a r d  w ith  m e  an d  P a t  an d  dec ide  w h e re  to put the lov e ly  fo u r - fo o t  

h igh  m a g n o l ia  th a t  h a d  com e to m e  f ro m  G eo rg e  W ash ing ton ’s hom e - -  

Mt. V ernon . How I c h e r i s h  i t ! It came th ro u g h  the  c h a rm in g  g e n e ro u s n e s s  of 

the h e a d  m a n  I h ad  m e t  w hile  doing the ABC show. We w il l  le av e  it  

in  the pot u n t i l  N o v em b er ,  an d  then  p lan t  i t  in  the o ld  Sam Johnson  

H ouse  w as  the d e c is io n .

And then  abou t 10:00 c a m e  Roy White - -  lo ad ed  w ith  p lan s  and  

p ro b le m s  - -  w h e re  to p lace  the t r a i l e r  tha t w ill  a r r i v e  th is  a f te rn o o n ,  

took phone c a l l s  to get i t s  d im e n s io n s  an d  he igh ts  - - a  p ic tu re  so  th a t  

w e w ould know w h e re  the f ro n t  door w a s .  E v e n tu a lly  the d e c is io n  w as  

m a d e  to put i t  b e tw een  the Dale M eek s ' t r a i l e r  a n d  the D a v is e s '  h o u se ,  

ly ing  E a s t  to W e s t  so tha t the b e s t  w indows - -  the liv ing  ro o m , the f ro n t  

d o o r  - -  a l l  f a c e d  to w ard  the r i v e r ,  an d  have the shade of one of the g lo r io u s  

l iv e  oaks .

And then  how to lay  out the s id ew alk  a t  the  b i r th p la c e  h o u se ,  a 

n ic e  c u rv e ,  p a rk in g  p ro b le m s  th e re  f o r  fu tu re  u se ,  w h e th e r  o r  not a  

c u rb .  I v e r y  m uch  w an t som e s o r t  of g ra v e le d  su r fa c e  ev en  if i t  is  

h a r d ,  r a t h e r  than  the b a ld  n e w n e ss  of c o n c re te .  T h en  the n eed  fo r  a n  

e x te n s io n  o r  a p ro n  h e r e  a t  the f ro n t  g a te s ,  the South gate , to avo id
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tha t m uddy e n tra n c e .  A nd the s a m e  a t  the W est g a te  of the Ranch House. T h e re  we run  

in to  the p ro b le m  of m y  b e loved  Sisterdale  rippled l im e s to n e  that u s e d

to l ie  a t  the bottom  of a n  in land  s e a  c lo se  to the sh o re l in e  an d  i s  now 

c ra c k in g  r a t h e r  badly . P e r h a p s  i t  w i l l  have to be r e p la c e d  w ith  the 

s a m e  thing la id  on a  p e rm a n e n t  c e m e n t  foundation.

I am  d isc o v e r in g  m o re  and  m o re  th is  h o u se ,  this  p lace , i s   

b u i l t  fo r  m an y  peop le  an d  m an y  y e a r s .  W e 'l l  have to stand up to them . 

W e m u s t  keep  the p a rk in g  on the w e s t  s id e .  And we d i s c u s s e d  the  

p ro b le m , r e a c h e d  a  p o s s ib le  d ec is io n ,  of an  ex ten s io n  of the R ip p le  . 

l im e s to n e  w ith  about a  4 -fo o t  s id ew alk  p a r a l l e l  to the fence  so th a t  

c a r s  m ig h t d r iv e  up to i t  fac ing  in w a rd  and r e ta in  p a rk in g  fo r  abou t 

5 o r  6 c a r s  on tha t w e s t  s ide .

T h e n  the Johnson  C ity  t r e e s .  M r. C a r t e r  had  s a id  th is  m o rn in g  

h e  w as  qu ite  capab le  of lo ca tin g  good. 15 fe e t  l ive  oaks and  g e t t in g  them  

p la n te d  a t  the. p r o p e r  t im e  in  N o v em b er .  I th ink  I ' l l  t ry  to get A. W. 

to c r e a te  som e s m a l l  body, ca l le d  p e rh a p s  the "Johnson  C ity  Im p ro v e m e n t  

A s so c ia t io n "  w hich  ought to be ab le  to  get that ta x -e x e m p t  l e t t e r  thing 

f ro m  the In te rn a l  Revenue S e rv ic e .  And then Lynda B i r d  can  give h e r  

donation  to i t  an d  so  can  I an d  p e rh a p s  o th e r s .  T h is  w ill  b e g in  s t r e e t s  

t r e e s  and  m ay b e  a. fu tu re  p a rk .
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By tha t  t im e  I w as  getting  a  l i t t le  h a g g a rd  with p ro b le m s .  So 

we took a m u g  of b e e r  and  w en t up to the p o rc h  on the seco n d  f lo o r  — 

su ch  a  w o n d erfu l  v iew  of the  r i v e r  and  n e v e r  u s e d  and  t e r r ib ly  d i r ty  - -  

and  s p re a d  out the n u m b e r  one p ro b le m  on the tab le  be tw een  u s .  We 

ta lk e d  about e n la rg in g  our two b e d ro o m s  on the e a s t  s ide .  We w e re  

i n t e r r u p te d  - -  o u r  lunch - -  by  Roy an d  the kinfo lks who had  r e tu rn e d  - 

f ro m  a  w o n d erfu l  two o r  th r e e - h o u r  t r ip  to Johnson  C ity  - -  L y n d o n 's  ‘ 

boyhood h o m e  w ith  J e s s i e  H un ter ,  to the bank  and  e v e ry  l i t t l e  thing  

th e r e  i s  to s e e  th e re .  And then  a f te r  lunch , b ack  u p s ta i r s  fo r  r e a l  

w o rk  on the add ition .

' T h is  I look upon a s  m y  r e t r e a t  fo r  m y  old  age  - -  m y p lace  aw ay 

f ro m  the  w o r ld .  I  to ld  Roy w hat I  w an ted  in  m y  room  - -  b o o k sh e lv e s ,

a  f i r e p la c e , an outside door,  and  a  view. A view  is  a  d a rn  h a r d  th ing to 

co m e  by  even in  th is  love ly  co u n try  w ith  the c a r p o r t  on one s ide  an d  

the p a rk in g  a r e a  a n d  s to ra g e  b in s  on the o th e r!  But Roy w o rk s  w ith  

su ch  lov ing  c a r e  f o r  u s .  And th e re  w ill  be a  w onderfu l  v iew  f ro m  

L y n d o n 's  ro o m , and  w e ' l l  s h a re  the b e s t  w a lk - in  c lo se t  anybody cou ld  

hope fo r .  The poin t i s  i t  m u s t  not be a  c r a s h  p ro g ra m .  We m u s t  w o rk  

to w a rd  so m eth in g  I ' l l  be s a t i s f i e d  w ith  and  love fo r  the r e s t  of m y  l i fe .  

T h is  is  i t .  R oy  i s  one of the g r e a t  p lu se s  in  m y  life . In f a c t  th e re  

a r e  so  m an y  peop le  tha t  I have  w o rk ed  w ith  that I fe e l  c lo se  to.

■- '1 

' i
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S u d d e n l y  I f e l t  j u s t  too  e x h a u s t e d  to d r i v e  in to  J o h n s o n  C i t y  

w i t h  h i m  a n d  lo o k  a t  the  s e c o n d  f l o o r  of  th e  b a n k  a s  L y n d o n  h a d  a s k e d  

m e  to.  So i n s t e a d  I j u s t  l o o k e d  a t  the  p l a n s  w h ic h  I f o u n d  a c t u a l l y  

r a t h e r  g o o d  a n d  s a i d  t h a t ' s  g r e a t  w i t h  m e .  I b id  h i m  g o o d b y e  a n d  

l a y a i i  d o w n  f o r  a  l i t t l e  r e s t  w h i c h  d i d n ' t  t u r n  o u t  to be  a  r e s t  a t  a l l ,  

b u t  " P r o j e c t  F a m i l y " ,  " P r o j e c t  C a l m i n g  the W a t e r s "  a f t e r  L u c i ' s  

b e i n g  b a p t i z e d  i n t o  th e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h .

F irs t ,  I  t a l k e d  to  L y n d o n .  He d id  s o u n d  l o n e s o m e .  H e  s a i d

h e  w a s  c o m i n g  t h i s  w e e k e n d ,  t h a t  I c o u l d  p r o c e e d  to s e t  u p  the  m e e t i n g  
'•̂ 1̂ ^  >
^  o f  W» g t OB^ a n d  C a m e r o n  a n d  M r .  H a c k n e y  a n d  D o n  T h o m a s  a n d  J o h n  B e n

f o r  S a t u r d a y  n ig h t .  A nd  P e t e r  H u r d  f o r  w o r k  on the  p o r t r a i t  i f  h e  covild 

c o m e .

H i s t o r y  i s  m y  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  - -  o u r  n i c h e » e . t t « ' I  m e a n  - -  of  th e  

n e x t  y e a r  o r  s o .  A n d  a  p o r t r a i t  c o u n t s  a n d  a  l i b r a r y  c o u n t s .  A n d  t h e n  

o f  c o u r s e  L y n d o n ' s  d a y - t o - d a y  a c h i e v e m e n t s  a n d  b u r d e n s  a n d  the  w a y  

h e  c a r r i e s  t h e m  c o u n t  m o s t  of  a l l .  T h o s e  I c a n n o t  c o n t r o l .  I  c a n  o n l y  

h e l p  on .

H e  s a i d  G e o r g e  R e e d y  w a s  l e a v i n g  q u i t e  s o o n  to go to  M a y o ' s  

f o r  the  o p e r a t i o n  on h i s  f e e t .  T h a t  B i l l  M o y e r s  w a s  t a k in g  o v e r .  H e  

t a l k e d  m o s t l y  a b o u t

SANinZBD
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o c c a s io n  to p r e a c h  a  s e rm o n  - -  I d o n 't  know the exac t con ten t - -  the 

g i s t  w as  tha t she  had  done w rong.  I h e a r  tha t a  good m any  s e rm o n s  

h ave  b e e n  p re a c h e d  on the su b jec t.  Thank  God to m y  knowledge 

B ishop  H in es ,  B i l l  B a x te r  and  R e v e re n d  S u m n e rs  have not opened  

th e i r  m o u th s!  Anybody tha t h u r ts  h is  l i t t le  g i r l  wounds Lyndon deep ly . 

A nd  he fe e ls  tha t she  is  h igh  s tru n g ,  u p s e t ,  in  an  a lm o s t  f r ig h te n in g  

cond ition . He h ad  m a d e  h e r  s ta y  w ith  h im  a s  m an y  h o u rs  a s  he could  

w hen  he  w as  off of w ork .

And so I  c a l le d  L uc i,  and I  found, f ro m  h e r  s tandpo in t, th a t  she 

h a d  b e e n  co n so lin g  h im . She sa id ,  "B ut you know tha t b ad  m a n  d id n 't  

co m e  h o m e  u n ti l  12:00 fo r  d in n er  l a s t  night. But I w as  the b e s t  

d a u g h te r  I cou ld  be , an d  I  t r ie d  to h e lp  h im ."

I  cou ld  h e a r  th rough  the b r i t t l e  v e n e e r  .the c h e e r  and  l ig h tn e ss  

in  h e r  vo ice  - -  th a t  she w as  a  d am ag ed  l i t t le  g i r l .  She a c tu a l ly  f e e ls  

she m a y  have had  a n  a d v e r s e  effec t on the e c u m e n ic a l  m o v em en t.

She sa id , "M o th er ,  I thought I  w as  supposed  to be bap tized . I w an t 

to do ev e ry th in g .  I w an t to go a l l  the way. And I thought th a t  w as  a l l  

I w as  su p p o sed  to do."

She had  w ith  h e r  a t  th a t  v e ry  m o m e n t B ishop  Hannon an d  she a s k e d  

m e  to ta lk  to h im . She had  been , I think, v e r y  m uch  r e a s s u r e d  by  

ta lk ing  w ith  h im . I  g a th e re d  he h ad  b een  th e re  w ith h e r  s e v e r a l  h o u rs  

and  h ad  s o r t  of taken  c h a rg e  of the s itua tion .

MEMORANDUM
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I ta lk ed  to B ishop  Hannon and found h im  a v e r y  c o n s id e ra te , '  

c ap ab le  sounding m a n  who in s p i r e s  t r u s t  even on the te lephone . He 

had  ta lk e d  to Lyndon too. The g is t  of i t  w as  the ap o s to l ic  d e leg a te  

w as  w ill ing  to i s s u e  a  s ta te m e n t  w hich w ould a t te m p t  to take  L u c i  

out of the p ic tu re .  And that i t  had  been  dec ided  - -  and  I th ink  th a t  

J a c k  V a le n t i  h ad  h a d  a  hand  in th is  - -  th a t  i t  would be  the w is e r  thing 

f o r  B ish o p  H annon to i s s u e  the s ta te m e n t ,  the g e n e ra l  g is t  of w hich  w as 

th a t  i t  had  b e e n  the d e c is io n  of F a th e r  J a m e s  Mon tg o m e ry ,  a f t e r  due 

a n d  e a r n e s t  c o n s id e ra t io n  to B ap tize  L u c i  - -  u s ing  the w o rd  "c o n d i t io n a l" 

b a p t ism  - -  that the c h u rc h  did a c c e p t  a s  v a l id  b a p t ism  b y  an y  o th e r  

c h u rc h  a c c o rd in g  to C h r is t ian  p r in c ip le s .  A nd that th e i r  a c t io n  in d ic a te d  

no r e f le c t io n  on h e r  p re v io u s  b a p t ism  b y  the E p isc o p a l  C h u rch .  I a s k e d  

to add  the p h r a s e  of w hich  M iss  Luc i John so n  had  b een  a  good an d  fa ith fu l  

m e m b e r  s in ce  e a r l y  childhood.

And so the s ta te m e n t  w ill  be m ad e ,  and  I hope this  w il l  be the 

l a s t  s ta te m e n t ,  and th a t  the m a t t e r  can  r e s t  in p eace .

I to ld  h im  I  w an ted  h e r  c o n v e rs io n  to be a  b r id g e  and  not a  b a r r i e r .  

And I th ink  the e c u m e n ic a l  m o v e m e n t  is  one of the b ig  th ings o f  th is  

c e n tu ry  - -  one of the g r e a t  hum an  p lu se s .  I b e liev e  our  m is ta k e  w as  

in  fo llow ing e x a c t ly  the adv ice  of F a th e r  M on tgom ery  a lone  w ithout 

seek in g  the c o u n se l  of so m e  p e rh a p s  w is e r  ind iv idual - -  h ig h e r  in  the 

h i e r a r c h y  of the c h u rc h  - -  an d  p e rh a p s  m o re  know ledgeable  about
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public  r e la t io n s  a s p e c t .  And p e rh a p s  a lso  som eone in  the E p is c o p a l  

C h u rch .  •

W ell, one can  only  go fo rw a rd  and  not back . So I  t r i e d  to 

console an d  love.

I  w ish e d  I cou ld  have b een  m o re  u se  to Lyndon. He sa id ,  "T h ings  

a r e  not going w e ll  h e r e  - -  ap p o in tm en ts  a r e  not. I t ' s  h a r d  to g e t  r e a l ly  

good m en . V ie t-N am  is  getting  w o r s e  day by day. I hav e the cho ice  

to  go in w ith  g r e a t  c a s u a l i ty  l i s t s  o r  to get out w ith  g r e a t  d i s g r a c e .

• I t ' s  l ik e  being  in  a n  a i rp la n e  an d  I have to choose  be tw een  c r a s h in g  the

G  ■p lan e  o r  jum ping  out. I  do not have a  p a ra c h u te " . T h e re  had  b e e n  

s o m e  b ad  co lu m n s. W hen  he is  p ie rc e d ,  I b leed .  I t ' s  a  b ad  t im e  a l l  

a ro u n d .  But m ay b e  he  w ill  h ave  two good days a t  ho m e .

And so  a t  4:00 I w en t into Agnes ' B eau ty  P a r l o r  fo r  a  sw ift  

h a i r - d o  - -  M y  lik ing  of s m a l l  town life  r i s e s .  I w onder how i t  w ould  

su rv iv e  r e a l l y  liv ing  h e re .

A nd then a lm o s t  6:30 we h e l ic o p te re d  o v e r  to the Haywood fo r  

so m e th in g  I h a d  w an ted  m o s t  of a l l  to do, - -  having W a lte r  an d  M a r j o r i e  

to d in n e r .  And they  b ro u g h t  th re e  of th e i r  c h i ld re n  - -  John a n d  Joe  

an d  l i t t le  Lyndon. I to ld  them to b r in g  everybody  they  w anted . And 

J e s s e  K e llam . And a l l  of m y  A labam a kinfolks who had  m e t  W a lte r ,

^ 0  an d  ta lk ed  of A utauga County p ro p e r ty  an d  Uncle C la u d e 's  in h e r i ta n c e

an d  a l l  those  th ings th rough  the y e a r s .
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. We b o a te d  slow ly  down the lake .  Edw ina an d  I s a t  on the top 

d eck  w ith  p illow s beh ind  us and  d r in k s  in  hand, looking a t  the c l if fs  

an d  the p ink  an d  b lue  sky. And she ta lk ed  about penology. I  got L iz  

to l i s t e n  b e c a u se  I  knew she w ould be in te r e s te d .  Edwina h as  be tw een   

th re e  and  fo u r  h un d re d  w om en in h e r  p r i s o n  - -  th e i r  s e n te n c e s  ran g in g  

.f ro m  one y e a r  to life  - -  the m o s t  com m on c r im e s  being shop lif t ing  and 

f o r g e r y  an d  a  h eav y  sp r in k lin g  of c r im e s  of v io len ce  - -  cu tting  up  and  : 

k i l l in g  som e w om an  o v er  je a lo u sy  of th e i r  husband  o r  b o y fr ien d  b e c a u s e  

o f  i l l  t r e a tm e n t  o r  jea lo u sy .  '  ̂ : •

The sy s te m  in  A lab am a  - -  the p r is o n  sy s tem  - -  is  not a c tu a l ly  

su p p o r te d  by the S tate excep t abou t 20 p e rc e n t .  The o th e r  80 p e r c e n t  

they  have  to m a k e  th ro u g h  w ork , on a  p r is o n  f a rm ,  in  a  tex ti le  m i l l  

w h e re  they  m ak e  denim  and co tto n  c r a s h  goods. They a lso  te a c h  them  

a  g r e a t  v a r i e ty  of b u s in e s s  c o u r s e s  - -  typing, sho rth an d , bookkeep ing  — 

th is  a t  n igh t a f te r  they  have  w o rk ed  a l l  day. T h e i r  s u c c e s s  s to r i e s  

a r e  not m a n y  b e c a u s e  if they get o u t  and  go r ig h t  b a c k  to the s a m e  

e n v iro n m e n t  they  fa l l  b ack  in to  the sam e  old ru t .  If they  a r e  a b le  to 

g e t  out and  get a  good job - -  i f  th e ir  in te l l ig en ce  and  am b it io n  is  

su ff ic ien t  to enab le  them to take the tra in in g  o ffe red  - -  then w hen they

get but i t  is  a  d i f f e re n t  s to ry  - -  a job an d  a new s ta r t .

• And we h a d  a  de ligh tfu l t im e  ta lk ing  w ith  .W alter and  M arj o r i e  

abou t th e i r  h om e. M arjo r ie  lo v es  i t .  I t ' s  the b e s t  hom e th ey 'v e  e v e r
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had . W a l t e r  h as  th re e  em p lo y ees  in  h is  office. I 'v e  been  to ld  by 

Abe tha t  he h a s  so m e  s ix  good c l ie n ts .  H e 's  b e t te r  off f in a n c ia l ly  

th an  he  h a s  e v e r  been . He takes  f a i r ly  f req u en t  t r ip s  to New Y ork ,

W ash in g to n , M exico City .

T h ey  have  a  b o a t.  He s a id  they  ru n  the ta i l  off it.̂ ^̂  . Marjorie  

h a d  w a te r  sk ie d  fo r  two h o u rs  tha t day. She goes to co ffees  an d  te a s ,

I u n d e r s ta n d  th e i r  a c c e p ta n c e  in  A ustin  h a s  b een  m o s t ly  good - -  so m e  ;

hol d -b a c k s ,  so m e  l i t t le  s lu r s  - -  loving e f fo r ts  by loving f r ie n d s .  |

• We ta lk e d  about m y  ten an t p ro b le m s  - -  p o ss ib le  life  e s ta te  ;
Q  . :

fo r  C h a r l i e  C u t l e r  - -  w hat we cou ld  do abou t the old fo lks th a t  w e re

ju s t  l iv in g  th e i r  l iv e s  out th e r e ,  p roduc ing  nothing. And r e n t ,  house .

lo t s ,  an d  ug ly  s to r i e s  in the n e w sp a p e rs .

And then b a c k  on the patio  fo r  a  good b a rb eq u e  d in n er  and  an 

e a r l y  t r ip  h om e.

I am  getting  f r a n t ic  fo r  s lee p .  I s h a m e le s s ly  take a  s leep in g  

p i l l  each  n ight. But fo r  s e v e r a l  w eeks  now I aw ake and  aw ake and  aw ake  

s le e p  s c a n t i ly  and  not th a t  deep  r e f r e s h in g  s leep . Only a few t im e s  do I. 

B ut ton igh t I h ad  the b e s t  n ig h t 's  s le e p  tha t I 'v e  had  in  a  long tim e d e sp ite  

w ak ing  up a t  2:00 w ith  a  f lu t te ry ,  pounding, n e rv o u s  fee ling  and  re a d in g  

a n  A gatha C h r is t ie m y s te r y  fo r  a  couple  of h o u r s .  H ow ever, I  w en t b a c k  

to s le e p  an d  i t  w as  g r e a t  r e la x a t io n  u n ti l  abou t 8:30.




