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There 'was a crescendo of work and organizing and family
telephoning. = -

- Early in the morning Mr, Cleb Carter came to walk around

" the yard with me and Pat and décide where to pu‘t the lovely fouf-foot .

" high magnolia that had come to me from George Washington's home --

‘the head man I had met while doing the ABC show. We will leave it
in the pof until November, and then plant it 1n the old Sami ‘thn.son
Héuse was -t}lx'e de_cis'iQn.. - | |
And .the.n about 10:00 came Roy lWhi.fe - loaé.ed with plans and »
problems -- Whexfe- to place theitr’a‘.iler thé.t wiil ar»rive. this a.fternoori_,".

-took phone calls to get its dimensions and heights ~-- a picture so that

 -we would know where the front door was. ~ Eventually the decision was

made to put it between the Dalé Meeks' trai_lér'a;nd the Dévises"_house, .
lying East to West so thé.t .the best wind‘ows --.the living room, the front
door -'-, all faced toward tﬁé riw}ex;, and have the ‘sha.d.e‘. of 6ne of thei glorious
live oaké.-' |

Ai;d then how to lavy out the' sidewaik at the birthpiace house, a
nice curve, parking prob‘lem_s' tﬁeré for future‘ u»s.‘e, whetﬁezf or not a
cﬁx.-b. Ivery much_wanf some soft ;)f graveled surface even if it is
hard, rather fhan the bald newness of ;ohcrete'. Thén.the need for an

extension or apron here at the front gates, the South gate, to avoid -
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‘that muddy entra’nceu And the same at the West gaten There we run -

%ué:w»o POV m“e/\&“'é"'

: 1nto the: problem of. my beloveer—-Ba-l-e—-Rypple llmestone thatused

‘b'uilt', fﬁr i‘naﬁy People e.nd maiiy”yea'rs We'll have to stand up to thern.

- -We must keep the parkuxg On the west S1de. And we dlscussed the o

- to lie at the bottom of an 1nla.nd sea close to the shorelme a.nd is now ‘
icrackmg rather badly Perhaps 1t w111 have to be replaced with the

fsame;'thlng _1a1d on a vpermanent cern_ent founda._tlon. -

" Iam discovering more and 'rnore this 'house,“‘this"plaée’, - is;

’ ,‘problem, ,reachec}.a possible dec‘ision, of an extensionjof the Ripple o
S limeSto_i}e ‘with- ehout'e:‘fly-foot sidewelk parallel to the fence soL that R 1
o c"ars mi'g'ht'dr‘ive ué"tb it fac'in'g inward and retain perking lvflor'a.hout SR %

' 5 or 6 ca.rs on that west 51de

' Then the Johnson C1ty trees Mr Certer had sé.id‘ this mornihg

he was qu1te capable of locatmg good 15 feet live oaks and gettlng them -

B :_planted at the‘ proper txme in November I thmk I‘ll try to get A W

" to create some small body called perhaps the ”J‘ohnSOn Clty Improvement

ASSOClatlQn” w}_uc_h ou_ght to be able to get'that tax-exempt letter thing

from the Internal R.evenue Ser'vicbe And then Lynda Bird can glve her

‘donation to it and so can I and perhaps others Thls will begin streets

trees and maybe a. futur_e park.

i i T : ] : U Ly
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‘ By that time 1 was gettlng a little haggard W1th problems. ~So

we took a muig of.beer and weot up f;o the porch on the second floor -~
such a ﬁonderful view oflthe- rivef aod oeve'r used and te;:ribly'dirt.y. —- ’
ahd oproad‘out the number one oroblem ."on' tho table between us. We :
.Ztaiked about enla:::ging our two bedrooros oz.1'tho ‘east lside We v;/eréd-
1nterrupted -- our lunch -- by Roy aod the k1nfolks who had returned
.fr‘om a‘wonderful two or three-hour tnp to Johnson Clty - Lyndon é el
':“""boy-hood ﬁome wdth Jossm ﬁunter, to the bank and every 11tt1e thmgx? R
, ';:thelzz;leds to seo thore. And then aftezl lunch back upstairs for rea.l

 work on the a'dditiori..

from the world. I told Roy what I wanted in my room -- -bookshelves, .
_'»a' fireplace, outi' door, and a view. "A view is a darn hard thing to
come by even iﬁ'thisy'ﬁl‘ov'el.y country with the carport on one side and N

' the parking area and storage bins on the other., But Roy works with

such loving care for us. And there_will be a wonderful viéw from.

~ Lyndon's -:oofp, and we'll sharev_the best walkéin'closet ariybody could |

hope for. The point is it must not be a crash program. We must work

toward something I'll-be satisfied with and love for the rest of my life.

This is it. Roy is one of the great pluses in my life. In fact there -

are so 'i'na.ny p;aople that I have worked with ';haf Ifeel close to.

'.T>h'is'Ij'1.ook upoh' aéf‘my"i'etrea't' foi‘-'-i‘ny old"ag'é -;’-'A‘-i-‘hy "placév a{vay

J e P SRV .
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Suddenly I felt just too exhausted to drive into Johnson City
with him and look at the second floor of the bank as Lyndon had asked
me to. So instead I just looked at the plans which I found actually
rather good and said that's great with me. I bid him goodbye and
layaii down for a little rest which didn't turn out to be a rest at all,
but "Project Family", "Project Calming the Waters" after Luci's
being baptized into the Catholic church.

First, I talked to Lyndon. He did sound lonesome. He said
he was coming this weekend, that I could proceed to set up the meeting

A >
of W»rgtOB*and Cameron and Mr. Hackney and Don Thomas and John Ben
for Saturday night. And Peter Hurd for work on the portrait if he covild
come.

History is my preoccupation -- our niche»e.tt«'l mean -- of the
next year or so. And a portrait counts and a library counts. And then
of course Lyndon's day-to-day achievements and burdens and the way
he carries them count most of all. Those I cannot control. I can only
help on.

He said George Reedy was leaving quite soon to go to Mayo's
for the operation on his feet. That Bill Moyers was taking over. He

talked mostly about

SANinZBD
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e condltlon.'. He had rnade he_r _st_ay w1th hnn as Arna‘.ny“ho,urs_as he vcou_].d“

*  when he was off of work.

. - :da.ughter I cou.ld be and I tr1ed to help h1m i

MEMORANDUM

_.f‘had been consohng h1m She said, "But you know that bad man d1dn t

.come’ home until 12 00 for dmner last n1ght But I was the best

~and had sort of taken charge of the situation.’
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‘occasion to preach a sermon -- I don't know the exact content -- the

gist was that she had done wrong. I hear that a good many .sermons"'- L
have been preached on the subject Thank God to my knOWIedge

Blshop Hines, Bill Baxter and Dteverend Sumners ha.ve not opened

- their mouths.’ Anybody that hurts hlS 11tt1e glrl wounds Lyndon deeply.{

: And he feels tha.t she is’ hlgh strung, upset) 1n an almost fr1ghten1ng

" And so I called Luc1,' and I found from her standpomt that she .

;Ircould hear through the br1tt1e veneer_‘the: cheer and lightnes‘s‘

: in her -voic'e -- that she was a ,damaged little igirl She actua.lly feels

vshe may have had an adverse effect on. the ecum en1ca1 movement,

She said, "'Mother,A»I thought Iwas "supposed to be baptized. 1 want ‘

to do everything., I want to go all the way. And I thought that was all

-1 was supposed toldo. v

She had with her a_.t'that very moment Bishop Hannon and she asked

me to talk to h.ii'ﬁ-' She had been, I think,__'very much reassured by: B

© talking with him. I gathered he had been there with her several hours

L
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I talked to Bishop Hannon and found him a v‘eryconsiderate,"
capable sounding man who inspires trust even on the teiephone.-' He -
~ had talked to Lyndon too. ‘The gist»of it was th"e ap'ostolic delegate‘ -

- was W1111ng to issue a statement wh1ch would attempt to take Luc1

out of the plcture And that it had been dec1ded - and I thlnk that R

Jack Valentl had had a hand 1n thlS —-_that it would be the w1s er th1ng
that 1t had been the deC1s1on of Father J'ames Montgomery, after due
baptism . that the 'church‘- did accept as'valid haptism b_y- any otherv

‘, church a‘ccord‘ing to chriStian 'principles‘. 'And that their actio'n indicated

; no reflectlon on her prev1ous baptlsm by the Eplscopal Church I a-Sked

to add the phrase of wh1ch M1ss Luci JohnSOn had been a good and fa1thfu1 o

| member since early ChlldhOOd.

And so the statement will be made, and I hope this will be the -
last statement, and that the matter can rest in peace. |

" - Itold him I wanted her conversion to be a bridge and not a barrier.

 And I think the ecumenical movement is one of the big things of.this
century -- one of the great human pluses. I believe our mistake was

in following' e:-tactly the advice of Father Montgomery alone without

; () o '”-is"ee'kinvgjthe connselbofb_some perhaps wiser. indi%_ri_dual -- higher_ in the o

| h'ierar’chy of the church -- and perhaps more knowledgeable abodt L

i
!
i
i
&

%‘;F\/Bmhop Hannon to 1ssue the statement _the general glst of wh1ch was o

and earnest con51derat10n to Baptlze Luc1 -- usmg the word “condltlonal”';;:

iy A
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publlc relations aspect. And perhaps also e:omeone_in the Episcopal
Chur_ch. |
7 Well, o.ne can only go'fo.rward‘and not back. -SoI tried Vt.o‘v
console and loye. )
1 wlshed I could have'b‘een rno re use to L.yndon. He said," ”:"I:‘—hings'» e
'a.re not go1ng well here—r-— appomtments are not It's ha.rd to get really

good men, V1et Nam is gettmg worse day by day I have the ch01ce

JPSEIV S

. to go 1n w1th great casuahty 11sts or to get out w1th great dlsgrace

L AR

' It's hke? b_emg- 1n an a1rplanevand I have to choose be_tween crashing' the

PIPRREE

plane orr-jurnping out, I do not have a." Para’chdte” . There had b:een‘f
s‘orne bad columns When he is plerced I bleed It's a bad tirne.'all_.
around But maybe he w1ll have two good days at home. . .
And S0 at 4: 00 I went mto AgnEs' Beauty Parlor for a sw1ftr |
, ha.1r do -- weg l1k1ng of small town life rises. I wonder how it wOuld :
surv1_v_:_e _re.ally:‘l;‘vmg here.‘ | |
-‘.‘rAnd the'\n alrnost 6:30 we helicoptered:over to the Ha.ywood for\ |
so.methlng I had wanted most of all to do, -- hav1ng Walter and Mar/g):::;" o
to dmner; And they brOught three of their chlldren -- John and Joe
and little‘ Lyndon. I told thern to bring everybody they wanted And
'Jesse Kellam. ~ And all of my Alabama kinfolks who had met Walter,i: o
@ _ “and talked of Autauga County property and Uncle Claude 5 1nher1tance |

and all those th1ngs through the years. ‘




R L v cia et

- MEMORANDUM _
' THE'WHITE HOUSE

& ' : . L 7 - WASHINGTON

. Thursday, July 8, 1965 = . " Pages
We boated 'siowly down the lake. Edwina and I _sat on the tep‘
deck with‘pillov}s behind us and drinks in hand, looking at the cliffs

and the p1nk and blue sky And she talked about penology I 'g'ot' Liz

to 11sten because I knew she would be 1nterested Sha has between

three and four hundred women jn'her prison ~-- their sentences ran'ging“f, L B
- ‘from one yea.r_'to'life‘-- ‘the m'qst common cfimes being shoplifting and TR cE

: fo:ge;_r;_‘y and a ‘heav/yy eprinklingbf crimes of 'violence o cutting up"and' g

"kiIlingf.vse_me'f wqman _onei'_fjeaiousy of their husband or boyfrie'nd‘bne_cauee

of ill treatment or jealousy. .

o " ' The system in Alabama -- thepris"on'systern,-_-“‘.is not ac’t'u'ally et

- suppoxrted by the State excebt abeut 20 percent., The other 80 .perc.ent_,

' they have to make ;through work,on a. Prvi‘eentax"m, m a textile. mill o N
wh.eret they m:a.l<e. denim and.eotton»crash‘ éoode They a.lso teach them 1 ‘
‘a great varlety of bu51ness coursee -- typmg, i‘shorthand bookkeeplng L S
.thls) at. n1ght a.fter they haue worked all day The\ae success storles |
: are not many because 1f they get el and go right ba.ck to the same
environment they fall back I;nto the same olldvrut. Xf they are able to |
get_out and .get ‘la. good job ’.’.v-'bif their-i‘ntelvligence ‘and ia.mbitvion’.is{
sufific.ien't' to enable.them to take the training‘off‘ered -'-Athen‘ when.they
get out 1t is a d1fferent storsr --a JOb and a new start

et

And we. had a dehghtful tzme talkmg w1th Walter a.nd Mar—gz;;i : ':__:' ‘

' ‘about thelr home. Mar loves 1tt It's the best hom,e theytve ev_er
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“had. W alter has thl'ee -employees »inlh‘isloffice. I'tre been told by ‘
Abe‘th’a..t he has some six éood clients.' He's better off f1nanc1a.lly
than he hae e'ver been. He takes fa1r1y frequent tnps to New York
.’Washmgton, Mex1co C1ty

A

They ha.ve a boat -He sa1d they run the ta11 off 1t Marw' )

7 had vtra.ter skied for two hours. tha.t day She goesto eoffees and tee.s
\I.undex:sta.nd then.‘ acceptaoee in Aostln‘ hae beeh‘rrlostly good ‘-’- some ;

: holc-i-‘.ba.eks,' some 11ttle slo.‘rS'--.\ lvovmg eftfozl'ts‘ ‘b‘y lot-r‘ing fl'1ehtls." St
- We talhed ehout my‘tena‘nt o:‘:obletne--- poss1b1e l1fe e.state . e .' f(‘

/:) ' Co.T” s

" for Cha.rhe_Ku.ddi’ér A-- wha.t we could do about the old folks that were

Justwhvmg thelr 11ves out: there, . prOduc1ng nothmg ‘And rent m~
lots, and ugly stor1es in the newspapers
And then ba.ck-on the patio for a good barbeque dinner and an

'ea.rlye trip home.

»

'

H
t
i
!
+

~Iam gettlng frantic for eleep I shav‘melessly teke a sleeping-iv
pill each n1ght ‘But for severel weeks no\‘;v-llal.bwa.lee and aw'ake'and e.;;va.ke _l'
sleep scant1ly a.nd not that deep refreshmg sleep Only a few times -do L
Bllt torbught-I had the best mght ] sleep that I’ve had ina long time tleeplte

- waking up at 2:00 with a ﬂuttery, pound1ng, nervous feehng a.nd, readmg

TN

an Agatha Christy mystery for a couple of hours.” However, .I went back "

to sleep and it was great relaxation until about -8:30,






