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Friday, July 9, 1965 o S Pagell'»

" Lyndon was to return from Washington for the weekend, and‘I
toltl ‘E‘lai'ne and the kihfolks I'd love for them 'to sta_y'over and get :
Griffe‘ﬁ.to corhe back after the'th 50 thn;i_or_l voou.id bse‘e”.th.em all.

| - My‘ tia.y began in that rrzost olzeas‘ant \{;}ay of goihg up in rny robe' J
| w1th rny seoor}d cupof ooffee tk;?.. sit on the bed in the room i had _giye_rl |

, Ela.ine';ah.d Edwirx.'a'.: to i‘talk with thenj_l, as {;ve'.' have ‘5-'9 rbuch-throﬁgh the' S

" Years, :‘abo'ut"politi.'c's ahd"A:labam'a, all the" kirifolks.' I am dehghted '
' 'that they 1ove so much our country and the Ranch And partlcularly o
| Lynda Blrd as they remember her at 14 or 15
T Voo

They say Montgomery is changmg greatly in 1ts pol1t1cal chmate y
_ — a.nd. t1rne to save .Tohn Sparkman‘P Maybe Not for sure There is’ .'4'

Lowndes County and Elfmore County They w111 not change til the present
generatlon d1es out, It will take another generatmn growmg up.. |
. 1 Was surprrsed to hearthat ther:e-were‘ seviezj'a‘,l ‘membere off"i
' .the éresiAeht's:’ ¢1ub'.ianontgornery:--l :one 'ot therh _Etaihe‘s ._best o
friend. | o
_V .‘I autographed »i)ictur‘e‘s'arxd books about the Preszident's COuntry'
for a11 the Vkin'fol.khs b‘e..fore that la.strmnute rush ‘had‘ set in a.ad/ ore'v’ent'
me. | | “ |
I took a. trtp down to see how the tra11er ha.d settled 1r1.
@ : And then 1 spent the bulk of the da}t telephonlng, settlng lrp rrly

" work ar}d recordmg. ,~._A.nd_1t wa_s about 5:30 ,whe_n‘ Elame, Edwma,a‘BerneJ.ce. ’

ety i b i o e e <t L E .




- ‘the river all day 1ong They helped round up a cow that had needed -
some med1cme Dale sa1d the Ranch couldn't have run w1thout them:_‘” ‘

‘ '-today -- to'hear them tell it.“ ,

(@

‘;‘from the small boat w1th George Reedy -~ S11ent and. sad look1ng -- .

s pictures in‘ the' sunset,'lyiug 'On the'top deck ‘ 100king at the full vmoonﬁ.‘. S

. never seen the lake more beautlful. And there is nothing more

‘ Whlle she worked whewshe wa.s del1ghted w1th her Job4 Charles sa1d
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| , Grlffm, Lynn and I left by hellcopter -- and Liz too -~ to Jom Lyndon

B ‘a.t the Haywood Ranch

Our departure was delayed a b1t by word that the hehcopter

sent: after us f1rst was "put: down“ the word was 1n Johnson Clty. Lynn '

'l

was pmk and brown from havmg r1dden all day w1th Clar.cy and the o '_'_ .

| ‘Malechek boys. A The poor l1tt1e pon1es have been gomg up and down':'v

T

N a bt e L A e s e 24 b ehin 4

We met Lyndon at the Haywood He embarked 1mmed1ate1y -

and Vlel, A W .-in. the small boat Wh11e all my Alabama cousms “ N

'--and I and L1z and Jake Jacobsen cruised quietly on the big boat taking * .

' -Aturr:ung from a faint outllne to brlght sﬂver in the darkenlng sky | 1’ve

pleasant than havmg people you l1ke enthu51ast1cally applaud the thmgs o
you hke ' 'I‘here is sorne thmg of the beauty, the coquetﬁ‘ still about
Elaine at 72, and it amazes me that she can be 72. And her language

is a-lmost as p1cturesque as Lyndon 8 == her enthusxasm as mfect:.ous. Coe

she always l1ked to tell peOple What to do. And bemg a parole off1cer

P




¢

: Out to be an adventure, and a dangerous one Jerry K,ovett enroute

' 'back to the Ranch, had asked them to, ﬂy over “3 Sprmgs" so they could"f:’ R

o _',I,wish'ed we'.d had_time to'.do’. As they hovered close to the ground

: ev1dently the sun r1ght in the1r eyes, they suddenly saw a small s11ver

The helicopter crashed in the river‘ It was a wreck They all got

: out -= shaken, but no one- really 1n3ured They crawled and clamored‘

: _ha_v'e_.b_een hot. For in that vicinity the farmer's clock went off at = - ..

" exactly 4:00 -- the moment of their wreck, Jerry said he had the ' .~ !
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she got paid for it. | And'now that she,is retired, she says she doesn't “
see how she ever worked She keeps 50 busy - gomg flshlng, playmg
poker, gardemng in her back yard tra-velmg around v151t1ng her -

friends She has a zest for l1fe that I hope for at 72

It hadn't sounded qulte all the story about the hel1copter ”puttlng :

down” 1n Johnson C1ty, so I a.sked my Agent about 1t at a qu1et moment> e

)Aa'd’whatever the answer was, 1t would not alarm kmfolks. It turned v i

.r~* R
'3

‘rec0nno1ter it in case 1 wanted to go by. as I had sa1d the nlght before o R

:J R

' wire ,one 'second_m::hey struck it with the props and the engine. :_j_ L

a

St

Out'of the r_iv_er to the road, _walked until they came to a farm' house.”

"It had no telephone_. But there vwas a pickup truck with-the keys in

it VThey co-m'n_qan"de‘ered it and drove in_t_o'Johnso'n City'to the hospitai "

to be ‘checked out. Later, it turned out that the wire they hit must

pi'lo_t's‘ superb airr'nanship’ to thank for being alive.’ I wa's ,frightening;‘




.

‘of the house. Ididn't want to rent it " Whe‘il"efcar}r I shove her out to 2 O

an
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‘How closely we live to_dahger and uncertainty, and how blessed.

' we perSonall_y have'been'the4se,iast few yeare -~ our small family of -

fouf.
Later we all got tocether on the b1g boat and I got Elaine and

iA W around the table in the ca.bm to d1scuss the Autauga. County

:

te_nants._ It was a sa.d socmlogmal plcture . Six tenant houses on what
wa.s___'_onc_:efg fla.n:lyprosperous_'cotton grqwmg land now pitifully unproductive .

- and‘.b,i;riv}éapited' by families :e.lii;ost .i'mposs.ibl'e" to’ bhelp.

One ‘of t}ie‘-far,hilies', Charlie Cutle;, has beén ‘wit}i us si;hée'my -

grandfather s t1me -- 1912 "He and his old W1fe I couldn t poss1b1y ask

o to_move. He'll live there unt11 he dles We dec1ded the best thlng to

~do was to tell h1m" tha.t I expected no rent this year.

~_On the other haﬁd the heads of two of the families have jobs in
m il | ‘

Seltna.. They cto net really farrrt What%ﬁ hav"e to them?' o
It would be such a rehef 1f they would move | As seon as anydo:”_::f;;:‘b
land h_a_.s been put in pirtes -- and I want to put a]'.‘l“ Aof it in.:.pi.nes.. But o
what to do ab.out a ca.s.eof-va.n. elde;ly_Negreﬁ'ivoman whosenarnel don't
even ktto{v or reeogniie, ‘who 5;5 fno;ted Qit}t hef, two gréﬁdehilct;eﬁ ‘

into a ramshackle house that IArent o white tenants. I am ashamed

And there is another family that consists .dﬁiy'of children. Both the Lo

mother and the father havev.»died‘a.ndthe;'e. remain eight children and . S

o e e cn L e L P . . .




: bemg temporarlly George faces an operatron on hlS foot w1th prognosxs .
' uncerta_,in. , He talked to rn_e. He was qu1et, but frlghtened It was

' _llater"that’lileer:ned that his fa.ther lost bor‘th 1egs from the s'a_me_iz:--.‘-_‘.

' ‘ﬂew home bY 11: 30 The kmfolks and I k1ssed each other all around R
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'in the words of Mr. Canterbury, more on the way, I onlyAa.ssume)that

the"older daughters are now in'-turn having childrep._ ‘

It's such a tangled ské‘;:;f declining economy,’ lack of skille',

. and ho_pelesshese that only the most vigorous p'overty-prograrr)) beginnin’g o

at the bottom')'could maybe in a generatron _correct. "I:\I.eedtess to -

_say most of them are ‘on welfare.

f 1 could not’ ta.ke my thoughts or mY eYes °ff Ge°rge Reedy

It has been announced tha.t he 1s 1eav1ng for an mdeflmte penod as -

v- Pre’ss Secretary with Bill Moyers replacing him. - the implicatio’n‘,

l('

. trouble. .In spite of Lyhdoh!s assurances -- and I love him_for. r‘ea’s‘suringa».','_".-_- ..

»Ge'oréel:- thét_ he wouicl al\‘v'vaye‘.have a job_éin_‘d a pla;ce with..'u_s; 'th‘e.re‘.‘ :
'wes an eir_ of ejaidt‘_x‘ese’in learre takihg. ‘ It »Ii:s‘ tr‘ue he ha;s'.no.t.'frlled-thi.s: .'
hel'lvi:.sh“job__of'P.re‘fss.’Secreta.ry to the 'satis.faf.ction“either of the pr—.esvs‘v‘or.
of'us:._', But f‘or 1501' more ye_are -2 probahljr '1?,’- ii:sn"tjit '? f; George :
has ‘Bfeeh a pa;r.t of oﬁr‘eﬁ:ii.-.:a. big pluspart ﬁé's Vtooy :g'entle,'..too{";m b‘

phﬂosophlca.l to ride hur&c)n them- --the press I must call Willie Da.y -

v too because I know this is a low da.y in her hfe

We had dmner on the patlo, George was on my r1ght And we




N depth. V
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‘in case I didn't get up in time the next morning to say 'goo'c.lb.ye‘. They

would be leaving early. It has been one "of the‘.haj.ppi‘eist‘times of the

' ‘sim‘:xm'er visiting with them. Iam ticking off the little things on my -

list that are my own duties or joys to do this summer. And very‘

fréqilevntl'y they coincide.

| o v:’.-Edwina“_—'-—.'tha.t l‘eabstk sentimental of péopie having b‘een‘he'ad of
. a Qbm'eﬁ'é prison a;n&'WOfked in all thebbform.s*ko_f pénology for anSC of
o ._-:.hef,lv‘i.f_e --:'wa."s__a.l_mosi:_iée'htiment;al as we_:said'goqdbye. ' She said .~ '

' ni’ci.e things to me:-- which coming from her I appreciate with special ..

)

. . - N Lt .
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