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L y n d o n  w a s  to  r e t u r n  f r o m  W ash in g to n  f o r  the w e ek e n d ,  a n d  I  

to ld  E la in e  a n d  the  k in fo lk s  I 'd  love  f o r  th em  to s t a y  o v e r  a n d  get 

G r i f f i n  to  c o m e  b a c k  a f t e r  th em  so  L yndon  c o u ld  s e e  th e m  a l l .

M y d ay  b e g a n  in  th a t  m o s t  p l e a s a n t  w ay  of going  u p  in  m y  ro b e  

w i th  m y  s e c o n d  c u p  o f co ffee  to s i t  on the  b e d  in  the  ro o m  I h a d  g iv en

- E la in e  a n d  E d w in a  to ta lk  w ith  th e m , a s  w e h av e  s o  m u c h  th r o u g h  th e  

y e a r s ,  a b o u t  p o l i t i c s  a n d  A la b a m a ,  a l l  the  k in fo lk s .  I  a m  d e l ig h te d  

th a t  th e y  lo v e  so  m u c h  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  the  R a n c h .  A nd  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

L y n d a  B i r d  a s  th e y  r e m e m b e r  h e r  a t  14 o r  15.

T h e y  s a y  M o n tg o m e ry  i s  c h an g in g  g r e a t l y  in  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  c l i m a t e  , 

i n  t im e  to s a v e  Jo h n  S p a rk m a n  ? M ay b e . Not fo r  s u r e .  T h e r e  i s  

Lowndes C o u n ty  a n d  E l m o r e  C oun ty . T h e y  w i l l  n o t  ch an g e  t i l  the  p r e s e n t  . 

g e n e r a t io n  d ie s  ou t .  I t  w i l l  ta k e  a n o th e r  g e n e r a t io n  g ro w in g  u p .

I  w a s  s u r p r i s e d  to  h e a r  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s e y e r a l  m e m b e r s ,  of 

th e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  C lub  in  M o n tg o m e ry  - -  one of th e m  E l a i n e ' s  b e s t  

f r i e n d . ' ' ' -

I  a u to g r a p h e d  p i c t u r e s  a n d  b o o k s  ab o u t  the  P r e s i d e n t ' s  c o u n t r y

V . .
f o r  a l l  the  k in fo lk s  b e f o r e  th a t  l a s t  m in u te  r u s h  h a d  s e t  i n  t o  p r e v e n t

m e .

I  to o k  a  t r i p  dow n to  s e e  how  the t r a i l e r  h a d  s e t t l e d  in .

 ̂ ' And then I spent th e  b u lk  of the  day  te lep h o n in g , s e t t in g  u p  m y  •

w o r k  a n d  r e c o r d i n g .  A nd i t  w a s  a b o u t  5 :30 w h en  E la in e ,  E d w in a ,  B e r n e i c e ,
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G r i f f in ,  L ynn  a n d  I  l e f t  b y  h e l i c o p te r  - -  a n d  L iz  too - - t o  jo in  L y n d o n  

a t  the  H ayw ood  R a n c h .

Our d e p a r t u r e  w a s  d e la y e d  a  b i t  b y  w o rd  th a t  the  h e l i c o p t e r  

s e n t  a f t e r  u s  f i r s t  w a s  "p u t  dow n" the  w o r d  w a s, in  J o h n s o n  C i ty .  L y n n  

w a s  p in k  a n d  b r o w n  f r o m  h av ing  r id d e n  a l l  day  w ith  C la r i e  a n d  the 

M a l e c h e k  b o y s .  T h e  p o o r  l i t t l e  p o n ie s  h av e  b e e n  going  up  a n d  down 

the r i v e r  a l l  d a y  long . T h e y  h e lp e d  ro u n d  up  a  cow th a t  h a d  n e e d e d  

so m e  m e d i c i n e . : D a le  s a id  the  R a n c h  c o u ld n ' t  h av e  r u n  w ith o u t  th e m  

to d a y  - -  to h e a r  th e m  t e l l  i t .  ' , /

We m e t  L y n d o n  a t  the  H ayw ood . H e e m b a r k e d  im m e d ia t e ly  

; f ro m , the  s m a l l  b o a t  w ith  G e o rg e  R e e d y  - -  s i l e n t  a n d  s a d  lo o k in g   ̂  ̂

a n d  V ick i ,  A. W . in  the s m a l l  b o a t ,  w h ile  a l l  m y  A la b a m a  c o u s in s  

and. I  a n d  L iz  a n d  J a k e  J a c o b s e n  c r u i s e d  q u ie t ly  on th e  b ig  b o a t  tak in g  

p i c t u r e s  in  the s u n s e t , / ly in g  on the  top  d eck , lo o k in g  a t  the  fu l l  m o o n ,

- tu r n in g  f r o m  a  f a in t  o u tl in e  to b r i g h t  s i l v e r  in  the  d a rk e n in g  sk y .  I 'v e  

n e v e r  s e e n  the la k e  m o r e  b e a u t i fu l .  A nd  t h e r e  i s  no th ing  m o r e  

p l e a s a n t  th a n  h a v in g  p e o p le  you l ik e  e n th u s i a s t i c a l l y  a p p la u d  th e  th in g s  

you  l ik e .  T h e r e  i s  s o m e th in g  of the b e a u ty ,  the  c o q u e t te s t i l l  ab o u t  

E la in e  a t  72, a n d  i t  a m a z e s  m e  th a t  she  c a n  be  72 . A nd  h e r  la n g u a g e  

i s  a l m o s t  a s  p i c tu r e s q u e  a s  L y n d o n 's  - -  h e r  e n th u s ia s m  a s  i n f e c t i o u s .

W h i le  sh e  w o r k e d ,  s he  w as  d e l ig h te d  w ith  h e r  jo b  -- C h a r l e s  s a id  

s h e  a lw a y s  l ik e d  to  t e l l  p eo p le  w h a t  to  do. And b e in g  a  p a r o l e  o f f i c e r
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sh e  got p a id  fo r  i t .  A nd now th a t  s h e , i s  r e t i r e d ,  sh e  s a y s  sh e  d o e s n ' t  

s e e  h o w  sh e  e v e r  w o rk e d .  She k e e p s  so  b u s y  - -  going  f ish in g ,  p la y in g  

p o k e r ,  g a rd e n in g  in  h e r  b a c k  y a r d ,  t r a v e l in g  a r o u n d  v i s i t in g  h e r  

f r i e n d s .  She h a s  a  z e s t  fo r  l i fe  th a t  I  hope  f o r  a t  72. /

I t  h a d n '  t so u n d ed  q u i te  a l l  the  s t o r y  a b o u t  the h e l i c o p te r  "p u t t in g  

d o w n"  in  J o h n so n  C ity ,  so  I  a s k e d  m y  A gen t a b o u t  i t  a t  a  q u ie t  m o m e n t ,  

S o  w h a te v e r  the  a n s w e r  w a s ,  i t  w ou ld  n o t  a l a r m  k in fo lk s .  I t  t u r n e d  

o u t  to be  a n  a d v e n tu r e ,  and  a  d a n g e r o u s  one. J e r r y  Ki v e t t ,  e n ro u te  

b a c k  to  th e  R a n c h ,  h a d  a s k e d  th e m  to, f ly  o v e r  "3 S p r in g s"  so  th e y  co u ld  

r e c o n n o i t r e  i t  i n  c a s e  I w a n te d  to  go b y  a s  I  h a d  s a id  the n ig h t  b e f o r e  

I  w is h e d  w e 'd  h a d  t im e  to do. A s  th ey  h o v e r e d  c lo s e  to the  g ro u n d ,  

e v id e n t ly  the  su n  r ig h t  in  t h e i r  e y e s ,  th e y  s u d d en ly  saw  a  s m a l l  s i l v e r  

w i r e  one s e c o n d  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t r u c k  i t  w i th  the  p r o p s  an d  the e n g in e .

T h e  h e l i c o p t e r  c r a s h e d  in  th e  r i v e r .  I t  w a s  a  w r e c k .  T h e y  a l l  g o t  

ou t - -  s h a k e n ,  b u t no one r e a l l y  in ju r e d .  T h e y  c r a w le d  a n d  c l a m bered  

ou t of th e  r i v e r  to the  ro a d ,  w a lk e d  u n t i l  th ey  c a m e  to a  f a r m  h o u s e .

I t  h a d  no te le p h o n e .  B u t t h e r e  w a s  a  p ic k u p  t r u c k  w ith  th e  k e y s  in  

i t .  T h e y  c o m m a n d e e r e d  i t  a n d  d ro v e  in to  J o h n so n  C i ty  to  the  h o s p i t a l  

to  b e  c h e c k e d  out. L a t e r ,  i t  t u r n e d  ou t th a t  the  w i r e  th e y  h i t  m u s t  

h a v e  b e e n  h o t .  F o r  in  th a t  v ic in i ty  the  f a r m e r ' s  c lo c k  w en t o ff a t  

e x a c t ly  4 :00  - -  .the m o m e n t  of t h e i r  w reck .,  J e r r y  s a id  h e  h a d  the 

p i l o t ' s  s u p e r b  a i r m a n s h i p  to  th a n k  f o r  b e in g  a l iv e .  I t  w as  f r ig h te n in g .
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H ow  c lo s e ly  w e l iv e  to  d a n g e r  an d  u n c e r t a in t y ,  a n d  how  b l e s s e d  

w e  p e r s o n a l l y  h a v e  b e e n  th e s e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  - -  o u r  s m a l l  f a m i ly  of 

f o u r .

' L a t e r  w e a l l  got t o g e th e r  on the b ig  b o a t ,  a n d  I  got E l a in e  a n d  

A. W. a r o u n d  the ta b le  in  the c a b in  to  d i s c u s s  th e  A u tau g a  C o u n ty  

t e n a n t s .  I t  w a s  a  s a d  s o c io lo g ic a l  p i c t u r e .  . Six te n a n t  h o u s e s  on  w h a t 

w a s  o n c e  a  f a i r l y  p r o s p e r o u s  c o t to n  g ro w in g  la n d  now p i t i f u l ly  u n p r o d u c t iv e  

a n d  in h a b i te d  b y  f a m i l i e s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  to h e lp .

O ne o f the f a m i l i e s ,  C h a r l i e  C u t l e r ,  h a s  b e e n  w i th  u s  s in c e  m y  

g r a n d f a t h e r ' s  t im e - -  1912. H e a n d  h is  o ld  w ife  I  c o u ld n 't  p o s s ib ly  a s k  

to  m o v e .  H e ' l l  l iv e  t h e r e  u n t i l  h e  d ie s .  We d e c id e d  the  b e s t  th in g  to 

do w a s  to t e l l  h im  th a t  I  e x p e c te d  no r e n t  th is  y e a r .

On th e  o t h e r  h a n d  the h e a d s  of two of the  f a m i l i e s  h a v e  jo b s  in  ,

S e lm a .  T h e y  do n o t  r e a l l y  f a r m .  W h at obligation do I h a v e  to t h e m ?

I t  w o u ld  b e  s u c h  a  r e l i e f  if  th e y  w o u ld  m o v e .  A s  soon  a s  a n y  do - -  the  

l a n d  h a s  b e e n  pu t in  p in e s  - -  a n d  I  w a n t  to put a l l  of i t  in  p in e s .  B u t  

w h a t  to do a b o u t  a  c a s e  of an  e l d e r l y  N e g ro  w o m a n  w h o se  n a m e  I  d o n ' t  

e v e n  know  o r  r e c o g n iz e ,  w ho h a s  m o v e d  w ith  h e r  two g r a n d c h i l d r e n  

in to  a  r a m s h a c k l e  h o u s e  th a t  I  once r e n t ed to w h ite  t e n a n t s .  I  a m  a s h a m e d  

i o f  the  h o u s e .  I  d id n ' t  w a n t  to r e n t  i t .  W h e re  c a n  I  sh o v e  h e r  o u t  t o ?

A nd t h e r e  i s  a n o th e r  f a m i ly  t h a t  c o n s i s t s  on ly  of c h i ld r e n .  B o th  th e  ■ 

m o t h e r  a n d  th e  f a t h e r  h a v e  d ie d  a n d  th e r e  r e m a i n  e ig h t  c h i ld r e n  a n d

«i4
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u
in  the  w o r d s  of M r .  C a n t e r b u r y ,  m o r e  on the w ay . I on ly  a s s u m e  th a t  

th e  o ld e r  d a u g h te r s  a r e  now  in  t u r n  h a v in g  c h i ld r e n .

I t ' s  s u c h  a  ta n g le d  sk e i n  of d e c l in in g  eco n o m y , l a c k  of s k i l l s ,  

a n d  h o p e l e s s n e s s  th a t  on ly  th e  m o s t  v ig o ro u s  p o v e r ty  p r o g r a m , b e g in n in g

at  the b o t to m , c o u ld  m a y b e  in  a  g e n e r a t io n  c o r r e c t .  N e e d le s s  to 

s a y  m o s t  of th e m  a r e  on w e l f a r e .

' , I c o u ld  no t ta k e  m y  th o u g h ts  o r  m y  e y e s  off G e o rg e  R e e d y .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  h e  i s  le a v in g  f o r  a n  in d e f in i te  p e r i o d  a s  

P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y  w ith  B i l l  M o y e r s  r e p la c in g  h im  - -  the  im p l i c a t io n  

b e in g  "t e m p o r a r i l y . " G e o rg e  f a c e s  a n  o p e r a t io n  on  h is  fo o t  w i th  p r o g n o s i s  

u n c e r t a i n .  H e  ta lk e d  to m e .  He w a s  q u ie t ,  b u t  f r ig h te n e d .  I t  w as  

l a t e r  th a t  I  l e a r n e d  th a t  h i s  f a th e r  l o s t  bo th  le g s  f r o m  the s a m e  

t r o u b le .  In s p i t e  o f  L y n d o n 's  a s s u r a n c e s  - -  an d  I love  h im  fo r  r e a s s u r i n g  

G e o rg e  - -  th a t  h e  w o u ld  a lw a y s  h a v e  a  job a n d  a  p la c e  w ith  u s ,  t h e r e  

w a s  a n  a i r  of s a d n e s s  in  le a v e  ta k in g .  I t  i s  t r u e  he  h a s  n o t f i l l e d  th is  

h e l l i s h  job  of P r e s s  S e c r e t a r y  to  the s a t i s f a c t i o n  e i t h e r  of th e  p r e s s  o r  

o f  u s .   B u t  fo r  15 o r  m o r e  y e a r s  - -  p r o b a b ly  17, i s n ' t  i t ?  - -  G e o rg e  

h a s  b e e n  a  p a r t  of o u r  l iv e s  - -  a  b ig  p lu s  p a r t .  H e 's  too g e n t le ,  too 

p h i lo s o p h ic a l  to  r i d e  h a r d  on th e m  - - t h e  p r e s s .  I  m u s t  c a l l  W il l ie  D ay  

too  b e c a u s e  I  know  th i s  i s  a  low  d ay  in  h e r  l i f e .  :

We h a d  d in n e r  on  the  p a t io ;  G e o rg e  w a s  on m y  r ig h t .  A n d  w e 

f le w  h o m e  b y  11:30 . T h e  k in fo lk s  a n d  I k i s s e d  e a c h  o th e r  a l l  a r o u n d
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in  c a s e  I d id n ' t  g e t  up  in  t im e  the  n e x t  m o r n in g  to  s a y  goodbye . T h e y  

w o u ld  be  le a v in g  e a r ly .  I t  h a s  b e e n  one of the h a p p ie s t  t im e s  of the  

s u m m e r  v i s i t i n g  w ith  th e m . I  a m  t ic k in g  off the  l i t t l e  th in g s  on  m y  

l i s t  th a t  a r e  m y  ow n d u t ie s  o r  jo y s  to  do th is  s u m m e r .  A nd v e r y  

f r e q u e n t ly  th e y  c o in c id e .

E d w in a  - -  th a t  l e a s t  s e n t i m e n ta l  of p eop le  h a v in g  b e e n  h e a d  of 

a  w o m e n 's  p r i s o n  a n d  w o r k e d  in  a l l  the  f o r m s  of penology f o r  m o s t  of 

h e r  l i f e  - -  w a s  a l m o s t  s e n t i m e n ta l  a s  w e  s a id  goodbye. She  s a id  

n ic e  th in g s  to m e  - -  w h ic h , c o m in g  f r o m  h e r , I  a p p r e c i a t e  w i th  s p e c i a l

d e p th .


