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MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  10, 1965 P a g e  1

I  ho p e  I  s h a l l  r e m e m b e r  a s  r e m a r k a b l e  f o r  one th ing  - -  the 

la u n c h in g  o f a  p la n  to b r in g  the  Br i c k  Ho u se  b a c k  to som e r e s t o r a t i o n ,  

-  so m e  fu l f i l lm e n t  fo r  fu tu r e  u s e .  B u t th a t  c a m e  l a t e r  in  th e  d ay .

->-First I  d id  w ak e  u p  in  t im e  to t e l l  a l l  the  k in fo lk s  goodbye .

They had had breakfast around the kitchen table with Lyndon, a n d
■ I .

' s e e m e d  m o s t  e s p e c i a l l y  p l e a s e d  to do so  - -  p a r t i c u l a r l y  G r i f f i n .
v'‘'-

1>."

.V A nd  a, p la n e  r o a r e d  in  f r o m  W ash in g to n ,  a n d  the C a l i fa n o s , w ho w o r k e d  

c lo s e  to  Bob M c N a m a r a ,  a n d  D ic k  G oodw in  and  th e  J a c k  V a le n t i s  c a m e  in.

■ L y ndon , w i th , th e  top  dow n a n d  the su n  b r o i l in g  u s ,  co n v o y ed  

the g ro u p  of u s  a r o u n d  th e  R an c h .

T h e  c o a s t a l  B e r m u d a  i s  b e a u t i f u l  in  the  two p a s t u r e s  c lo s e  to 

O r i o l e ' s .  A nd  the  c a t t l e  a r e  f a t  an d  f in e .

■ D a l e - a - - i o b ~ t © - 4 « » . '
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A bout e v e r y  10 m in u te s  L y n d o n  p ic k e d  up  the  ta lk in g  m a c h in e  

to g ive  D a le  M a le c h e k  a  job  to do - -  h in g e  off a  g a te  h e r e ,  a  cow  h a s  

got a  c a n c e r  ey e ,  pu t in  a  c a t t l e  g u a rd  th e r e  - -  D a le  n e e d s  a  s t e n o g r a p h e r ' s  

p ad  in  h i s  p o c k e t  w h e n  w e a r e  a t  h o m e!

We h a d  a  sw im  b e f o r e  lu n c h  a n d  tha t w a s  the en d  of m y  h a i r - d o  - -  

m o s t  h a p l e s s  o f  w o m e n  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  to  p e r s o n a l  a d o r n m e n t .  How d id  

I  h a v e  L u c i  f o r  a  d a u g h te r ?

; T h e  p e a c o c k s  w e r e  s t r u t t i n g  a c r o s s  th e  law n . I  to ld  the  C a l i f a n o s  

how  th e y  r o o s t e d  on top o f the  h o u s e  a n d  w e r e  l ik e ly  to  c r y  " h e lp "  in  the  

v e r y  e a r l y  m o r n i n g  to  th e  a l a r m  of o u r  g u e s t s  who though t s u r e l y  s o m e  

c r i m e  w a s  b e in g  c o m m i t t e d  n e a r b y  a f t e r  b e in g  w a k ed  up  t h r e e  m o r n i n g s  ■ 

b y  th i s .  .

L iz ,  w ho h a d  b e e n  h e lp in g  m e  ou t by  p r e p a r in g  the  m e n u s  f o r  o u r

s ta y ,  p u t  on the  n e x t  d a y s  lu n c h eo n  - -  "r o a s t  p ea fo w l u n d e r  g l a s s ".
■ ‘ ■■■ -7 ■' .

L y n d o n  le f t  r i g h t  a f t e r  lu n c h  f o r  h i s  N i r v a n a  - -  h is  t r u e  lo v e  - -

the  b o a t .  H e h a s  e v e r y  r e a s o n  to f e e l  fu l f i l le d  a n d  p r o u d  th is  w e e k e n d .

L a s t  w e e k  the  v o t in g  r ig h t s  b i l l  p a s s e d  a n d  the M e d ic a r e  b i l l  - -  th a t  

i m p o s s i b l e  b i l l .  I t  h a d  b e e n  a  g r e a t  w e e k  le g i s l a t i v e  w is e .  T h e  h e a d l in e s  

e v e n  s a id ,  th a t  f a c t io n s  in  S an to  Dom ingo  h a d  g o tten  to g e th e r  on an  

i n t e r i m  P r e s i d e n t , f o r  th a t  v io le n t  I s l a n d  h a s  r e a c h e d  a  t e m p o r a r y  

p e a c e  i t  s e e m s .  •, I t ' s  a  good  w e e k e n d  in  s p i te  of the  s a d n e s s .o f  G e o rg e  

go ing , a n d  J a c k  V a le n t i  i s  w r i t i n g  L y n d o n  a  l e t t e r  th a t  he  too th in k s  i t ' s
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t im e  th a t  he  le f t  the  s ta f f .  I  ho p e  he w o n 't .  H e 's  s ta y in g  a t  a  v e r y  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a c r i f i c e  b e c a u s e  he  i s  c a p a b le  of m a k in g  b e tw e e n  $75, 000 

a n d  $100 , 000 a  y e a r  in  p r iv a t e  b u s i n e s s .  A nd  he p r o b a b ly  g e ts  a b o u t  

$25, 000 o r  $28 , 000 in  the  G o v e rn m e n t .  He f i l l s  so  m a n y  r o l e s  in  

L y n d o n 's  l i f e ,  a n d  a l l  w i th  g r e a t  q u ic k n e s s  an d  k in d n e s s  an d  a  

b r i g h t n e s s  th a t  f r e q u e n t ly  h a s  a  to u ch  o f the  b r i l l i a n t  i t  s e e m s  to m e .

H is  l e t t e r  c a m e  a s  a  b o m b s h e l l  to m e .  I h a d  e x p e c te d  i t  two 

. o r  t h r e e  y e a r s  dow n the  r o a d  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  M a r y  M a r g a r e t ' s  

a m b i t i o n s  f o r  a  b e a u t i fu l  h o m e  a n d  a  f r e e  s o c ia l  l i fe  - -  a n d  a  h u s b a n d  

who w a s  o f te n  in  a t t e n d a n c e  - -  c o u ld  no t be  s e r v e d  b y  a  m a n  w ho m a d e  

the  s a l a r y  a n d  s p e n t  the  h o u r s  th a t  J a c k  h a s  w ith  L yndon . B u t I  th o u g h t 

i t  w o u ld  b e  two o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  I th in k  the H e r b l ock  c a r to o n  fo l lo w in g  

J a c k ' s  s p e e c h  in  B o sto n , a d d e d  to the l a c k  of an  e x a c t  t i t l e  in  l in e  of 

a u t h o r i t y , a n d  th en  a  long  b u i ld  up of p h r a s e s  l ik e  " J a c k  of a l l  t r a d e s "  

a n d  " v a l e t  to th e  P r e s i d e n t "  h a s  r e s u l t e d  in  th is  d e c is io n .  I  h o p e  i t  

w i l l  n o t  h a p p e n ,  a n d  y e t  I s e e  in  them  b o th  a n  a i r  of a  c e r t a i n  d e t a c h m e n t  

a n d  r e l e a s e .

I  s t a y e d  b e h in d  b e c a u s e  I w a n te d  to m e e t  the  M a r s h a l l  p a r t y  a t  

the  S am  J o h n so n  H o u se  in  J o h n so n  C i ty  a n d  show  them  o u r  s m a l l  l i t t l e  

v e n t u r e  in to  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  the i n t e r e s t  i t  w a s  c a u s in g .  A nd  so  a  

l i t t l e  b e f o r e  4 :00  L iz  a n d  I  d ro v e  in to  J o h n so n  C i ty  w h e re  w e m e t
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C a m e r o n  a n d  L u c i l l e  M c E lro y ^  a n d  W in s to n  a n d  V iv ian  H a c k n e y  a n d  

h i s  w ife .

We a r r i v e d  a t  the  h o u s e  ju s t  a b o u t  the  t im e  i t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  to 

c lo s e  a n d  th e  t o u r i s t s  to  d e p a r t .  B u t a s  we w e n t  in  a  few  of th em  

w e r e  s t i l l  l i n g e r in g .  In  f a c t  m a n y  c a r s  w e r e  p a r k e d  a l l  a ro u n d .  So 

w e  m e t  th e  l a d y  h o s t e s s e s  a n d  th en  I gave  th em  - -  w ith  J e s s i e  H u n te r  - -  

a, l e i s u r e l y  to u r  th a t  w a s  hope^ s p a r k e d  w ith  p e r s o n a l  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  

a n d  in t im a te  v ig n e t t e s  a n d  a  cu p  of co ffee  w ith  Je ss ie^  who to ld  u s  th a t  

in  a  a l m o s t  two m o n th s  th a t  i t  h a d  b e e n  open  - -  i t  s t i l l  l a c k s  t h r e e  

d a y s  - -  i t  h a d  p u s h in g  above 10, 000 - -  o v e r  9, 700 an d  s o m e th in g  h a d  

s ig n e d  the  r e g i s t e r  a n d  you c a n ' t  t e l l  a b o u t  th o s e  w ho d o n ' t  s ig n .  Y e s ,  

f r o m  a b o u t  47 S ta te s  a n d  11 f o r e ig n  c o u n t r i e s .

O ne o f  the  n i c e s t  th in g s  of a l l  to m e  w a s  to l e a r n  th a t  n o t  a   ̂ , 

s in g le  th in g  h a d  b e e n  l o s t  a s  a  s o u v e n i r .  I  l ik e  to h av e  m y  

h u m a n  n a t u r e  j u s t i f i e d .

We d ro v e  h o m e  a n d  m e t  Jo h n  B en  S h e p p a rd  a n d  M a m ie  a n d  th e i r  

two d a u g h te r s  a n d  f r i e n d ,  a n d  go t the t h r e e  g i r l s  s e t t l e d  f o r  a  sw im  ; . 

a n d  th e n  d in n e r  a n d  a  m o v ie  w ith  the m i l i t a r y  down a t  the  L B J  Bij o u . / 

T h a t ' s  w h a t  w e c a l l  the  g u e s t  h o u s e  now w hen  th ey  hav e  the  m o v ie s  a t  

^  n ig h t .  A nd th e n  th e  r e s t  of u s  d e p a r t e d  in  two h e l i c o p t e r s  f o r  the

, N ic h o ls o n .  . We la n d e d  th e r e  and  d r o v e  to the H ayw ood  —: th is  to e s c a p e  

d ra w in g  the a r m a d a  of b o a ts  that su rro u n d  the H ayw ood, v e r y  n a tu r a lly,̂ ;;
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w h en  two in e s c a p a b ly  c o n sp ic u o u s  h e l i c o p t e r s  land .

■ ^  ■T he  D on T h o m a s es w e r e  t h e r e  w a i t in g  fo r  u s .  We go t i n  the  

b ig  b o a t  w i th  J e s s i e ,  g a th e r in g  up  o u r  p i c t u r e s  of the b r i c k  h o u s e ,  

a n d  p r o c e e d e d  l e i s u r e l y  down the L la n o  R iv e r  to w a rd  the  c l i f f s  a n d  

the r a i l r o a d  b r id g e  w h e r e  the lo w e r  C o lo ra d o  R iv e r  jo in s  i t .

L y n d o n  w a s  s o m e w h e r e  a r o u n d  - -  w e d id n ' t  know q u i te  w h e r e  - -  

in  the  s m a l l  b o a t  w i th  the  C a l i f a n o s  a n d  V ick ie  do ing  sk i  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  

I  w a s  s u r e  a n d  en jo y in g  the  r e l e a s e  th a t  th a t  b o a t  g iv e s  h im .  O u r  

c o m m u nic a t io n s ,—  so  m u c h  a  p a r t  of the  d a y - to -day  e f f ic ie n c y  of o u r  

o p e r a t io n  - -  w a s  so m eh o w  n o t  w o rk in g  w h ich  on ly  show s th a t  th e y  a r e ,  

r u n  by  m e n  a n d  s u b je c t  to u n c e r t a in t y .

I  c l im b e d  up  on th e  f r o n t  d e c k  w ith  p i l lo w s  a n d  a s k e d  s o m e  o f 

th e  k e y  p e o p le  o f  the  p r o j e c t  to jo in  m e .  W hat I  h o p ed  w e c o uld  w o r k  

o u t  to n ig h t  w a s  so m e  b eg in n in g  of a  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the  Br i c k  Ho u s e ,  

a n d  I  h a d   j u s t  in s t in c t iv e ly  a s k e d  th o se  I  th o ugh t m ig h t  be  s e n s i t i v e  

a n d  h e lp fu l  to th e  p r o j e c t  - -  Jo h n  B en  S h e p p a rd ,  b e c a u s e  h e  i s  a  k e y  

f ig u r e  in  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  in  the  S ta te ; W inston , b e c a u s e  h e  i s  

m y  a n c h o r  to  e a s t  T e x a s  a n d  m y  c l o s e s t  kin; C a m e ro n ,  b e c a u s e  h e 's  

g o t the  m o s t  v i ta l i ty ,  a  s o r t  o f  m o v e r  a n d  s h a k e r ,  in  a n y th in g  th a t  

h a p p e n s  in  e a s t  T e x a s ;  V iv ia n  H a ck n e y ,  b e c a u s e  a s  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  

M a r s h a l l  N a t io n a l  B an k , though  he  h a s  n o th in g  to do w ith  R u th 's  : 

s e p a r a t e  e s t a t e ,  a n d  th a t  i s  the  Br i c k  Ho u se  an d  the 175 a c r e s  a r o u n d

MEMORANDUM

iM l£ i



THE W HITE HOUSE

MEMORANDUM

W A S H I M O T O H

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  10, 1965 P a g e

i t  a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  things,  h e a t  l e a s t  h a s  v e r y  c o n s id e r a b le  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  a l l  o t h e r  in c o m e  th a t  s u p p o r t s  h e r  a n d  m ig h t  h av e  s o m e  in f lu e n c e  

on  h e r  d e c i s io n s .  A n d  Don T h o m a s  b e c a u s e  he h a s  the  m o s t  b a c k g r o u n d  

o n  a l l  the  l e g a l  m a t t e r s  s in c e  S e n a to r  W ir tz '  d e a th  r e l a t i n g  to  m y  

D a d d y 's  b u s i n e s s  a n d  now to the  T . J .  T a y lo r  e s t a t e  - -  t h a t  s a d ly  

: w i t h e r i n g • g ia n t . :

We s a t  up  on the  f r o n t  d e c k  on our. p i l lo w s  w ith  o u r  d r in k s  a n d  

d i s c u s s e d  the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  L iz  of c o u r s e  w a s  t h e r e  b e c a u s e  I  lo o k  to 

h e r  to h e lp  im p le m e n t  th in g s  th a t  a r e  c l o s e s t  to m e .

Jo h n  B e n  gav e  u s  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  on to u r ism ,  a n d  the n u m b e r  

, of m u s e u m s  in  T e x a s ,  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of a  te a  ro o m ,  of i t ' s  b e c o m in g  

a  p a r t  of th e  J e f f e r s o n  p i l g r im a g e .  L iz  m e n t io n e d  the  f a c t  th a t  H a r r iso n ^  

C o u n ty  w a s  o n  the c r i t i c a l  l i s t  f o r  l i b r a r i e s ,  an d  th a t  t h e r e  w e r e  F e d e r a l  

fu n d s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  l i b r a r i e s  w h e re  t h e r e  w a s  a  r e a l  n e ed .  M r .  H a c k n e y  

gav e  u s  th e  b a c k g r o u n d  on the H a r r i s o n  C ounty  h i s t o r i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  

th e  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  in  i t .  Now i t  h a s  a  m u s e u m  in  the  b a s e m e n t  o f  th e  

o ld  C o u r th o u s e .  A nd he w a s  a l s o  v e r y  q u ic k  to p o in t  ou t th a t  i n  a n y  

d e a l in g s  w i th  R u th  w o u ld  h av e  to  be c o n d u c te d  th ro u g h  s o m e b o d y  o th e r  

th a n  the  b a n k  b e c a u s e  h e r  la w y e r ,  W il l ia m  L a n e  Pope,  I  b e l ie v e  h i s  n a m e  

i s ,  h a s  s o m e t h in g  l e s s  th a n  a  f r i e n d ly  r e l a t i o n s h ip  w ith  the  b an k .
L V  ̂ ' ' ' '

C a m e r o n  a n d  Jo h n  B en  bo th  h a d  a  r a t h e r  s a n g u in e  a p p r o a c h  

to  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of r a i s i n g  by  p u b lic  s u b s c r ip t i o n  funds  to a c q u i r e  '
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the  Br i c k  Ho u s e .  . F o r  e v e ry b o d y ,  the  o b s ta c le  s e e m e d  to be  how to  

a c q u i r e  i t  a n d  who sh o u ld  be  the  t r a d e r  — the  one to in s t i tu t e  the  

d e a l .

; ■ Me a n w h i l e ,  t h e  fu l l  m o o n  c a m e  out ab o v e  the  c l i f f s  on the

M a r b l e  F a l l s  R o ad ,  d r in k s  w e r e  p a s s e d  a n d  I  to ld  e v e r y b o d y  the  

ta le  o f  P a c k  S add le  M o u n ta in  a n d  the l a d i e s  s ta y e d  b e lo w  s o m e w h a t  

f o r s a k e n  I 'm  a f r a i d .  '

W ith  s u n s e t ,  L y n d o n  jo in e d  u s  a n d  w e w e n t  b a c k  to the  H ayw ood  

and. t h e r e  w e r e  the  V a le n t i s , B i l l  a n d  J u d i th  M o y e r s - -  g lad  to s e e  

t h e i r  e a s t  T e x a s  fo lk s  - - a n d  M a r i a l l e n  to m e e t  A. W . ,  H o r a c e  a n d  |

Doug C a t e r  a n d  D ic k  G oodw in  a n d  G e r r i  W hitt ing ton . I, a l e r t  b u t  no t 

n e r v o u s  a t  th e  p r o s p e c t  of h av in g  d e e p  e a s t  T e x a s  s i t  down to d in n e r  

w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t  of the U n ited  S ta te s  a n d  h i s  N e g ro  s e c r e t a r y  - -  a  

v e r y  c r e d itable  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  l a d y , l ik e  a n d  e f f ic ie n t .  I h a d  b e e n  p l e a s e d  

to  h e a r  V iv ia n  H a c k n e y  s a y  th a t  they  h a d  h i r e d  in  a  s o r t  o f a  s e c r e t a r i a l  

c a p a c i t y  - -  a t  a n y  r a t e  w e l l  a b o v e  the u s u a l  d o m e s t ic  - -  a  N e g ro  

c o l le g e  g i r l  a n d  h a d  gone th ro u g h  s o m e  d i f f ic u l t ie s  su ch  a s  r e s t r o o m s  

e tc . , a n d  f in a l ly  e m e r g e d  in to  p la c id  a c c e p ta n c e ,  a  good b u s i n e s s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  C a m e r o n  s a y s  th e y 'v e  b e e n  v o t in g  t h e r e  s in c e  the  '3 0 's  

a n d  w i th o u t  in c id e n t .  He f e e l s  th a t  H a r r i s o n  C oun ty , w ith  so m e  

c o lo r f u l  e x c e p t i o n s ,  i s  g e t t in g  b ey o n d  the  h a t in g  s ta g e .

I -  .  .- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S B I N O T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  10, 1965 P a g e

We h a d  a  good b a r b e q u e  d in n e r  w ith  f r e s h  c o r n  r i g h t  f r o m  the  

R a n c h  a n d  h o m e m a d e  b r e a d  a n d  p le n ty  of r e f i l l s  out on the  p a t io  w i th  

a  fu l l  m o o n  a b o v e  the  l iv e  o ak s  a n d  the  l ig h ts  g l im m in g  on the L la n o  

R i v e r .  ■ A nd w ith  the co ffee  I  in v i te d  the  m e n  a n d  L iz  to jo in  m e  a n d  

go in  the  h o u s e  a n d  p a s s  the  p i c t u r e s  of the Br i c k  Ho u s e .  We h a d  a  

s c r e e n  s e t  up  a n d  sh o w e d  s o m e  s t i l l s  th a t  W in sto n  h a d  b ro u g h t  u s ,  . 

a n d  the  c h a r m in g  w a t e r  c o lo r  of the Br i c k  Ho u se  th a t  I  s m i l in g ly  m a d e

MEMORANDUM

s o m e  r e f e r e n c e  to be ing  g r a te f u l  to M r .  H a ck n e y  f o r  -- a n d  wi n c e d  ■ *

e v e n  a s  I  s a id  i t  b e c a u s e  I  th o u g h t  so m eh o w  th is  i s n ' t  r ig h t .  I 'v e  go t j

two, is this the one  th a t  so m e b o d y  e l s e  gave  m e ? C ou ld  i t  h a v e  b e e n  

D on T h o m a s ?

T h e n  w e a l l  b e g a n  to e x c h a n g e  id e a s  - -  a l l  of th o s e  th a t  h a d  

c o m e  f o r t h  on the  b o a t  . At L y n d o n 's  s u g g e s t io n  I h a d  a s k e d  A .W . 

to  c o m e  in  w i th  u s  to a d d  h i s  h o r s e  s e n s e  a n d  t r u e  t r a d in g  a b i l i ty .  .

■From a l l  th e  ta lk  t h e r e  f in a l ly  e m e r g e d ,  a n d  i t  w a s  no  s u r p r i s e  

to  m e  n o r  to a n y  one I  e x p e c t ,  th a t  i t  w a s  L yndon  who f in a l ly  s y n th e s i z e d  

i t ,  p u t  a n  en d  to the c h a s in g  r a b b i t s ,  a s  he  w o u ld  c a l l  i t ,  c o n g e a l  the  . 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  a n d  la id  ou t a  p la n  of a c t io n  a c c o r d in g  to w h a t  e v e r y b o d y  

s a i d  w a s  p o s s ib l e .

Don h a d  s a id ,  "G iv e  m e  te n  d a y s .  I ' l l  t r y  to r e v iv e  w i th  R u th  . 

a n d  h e r  l a w y e r  a n  e a r l i e r  a t t e m p t  - -  a  y e a r  o r  s o  ag o  - -  to  t r y  to 

b r i n g  b a c k  h e r  s e p a r a t e  e s t a t e  in to  the  w hole  t r u s t  f o r   a  c e r ta in  s t ip u la te d

....................... - ■ - ■ • - ■ - r -  ■■ ' . - i .- -  ■ -  • I



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE :
W A S M I N O T O n  ;■■" :" I

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  10, 1965 P a g e

in c o m e  f o r  a  y e a r ,  f o r  l i fe .  T h i s  w ou ld  b r in g  the  B rick  H o u se  a n d

i t s  175 a c r e s  b a c k  in to  the  t r u s t .  A nd  th e n  the b a n k  w ould  be  a b le
I)'

to  d i s p o s e  of. i t  a c c o r d in g  to i t s  b e s t  ju d g m e n t .

Don r e a l l y  h a s  h i s  h e a r t  in  th is .  He h a s  f r o m  the  b e g in n in g .

I t ' s  one  of th e  th in g s  I l i k e  a b o u t  h im .  H e 's  the  s o r t  of p e r s o n  who 

p ic k s  u p  p in k  g r a n i t e  b o u ld e r s  th a t  he  h a s  on  the  Sch a r n h o r s t  p la c e  

a n d  h a s  a  n u r s e r y m a n  t r a n s p l a n t  f o r  h im  a  T e x a s  p e r s im m o n  b e c a u s e  ,

i i t  h a s  a  w h ite  t r u n k  a n d  p ic tu r e s q u e  b r a n c h e s  in  the  b a c k  y a r d .  So . j

to a  c e r t a i n  e x te n t  he  fo l lo w s  h is  f a n c ie s  w h ile  b e in g  a  v e r y  s u b s ta n t iv e  !

l a w y e r .  I f  h i s  te n  d a y s  a r e  u p  a n d  he  do es  n o t  m a k e  any  p r o g r e s s  w i th  |

R u th  a n d  h e r  l a w y e r ,  th e n  p e r h a p s  a  S ta te  a g e n c y ,  l ik e  Jo h n  B e n  |

S h e p p a rd  a n d  the  T e x a s  H i s t o r i c a l  A s s o c ia t io n ,  m ig h t  t r y  to  n e g o t ia te  

a s k i n g  h im (the lawyer) fi r s t i f  th ey  w ou ld  l ik e  to d o n a te  i t  - -  th a t  i t  w i l l  b e  

p e r p e t u a t e d  to  D a d d y 's  m e m o r y  - -  t a k e n  c a r e  of, an y  b e a u t i fu l  p u b l ic  

u s e  of w i th  s o m e  p r e s t i g e  fo r  a l l  the  n a m e s  of th o s e  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  

in  i t  a n d  w e r e  g e n e r o u s  in  m a k in g  i t  p o s s ib le .  I f  th a t  f a i l e d  a n d  

n o b o d y  th o u g h t  t h e r e  w a s  m u c h  c h a n c e  th a t  i t  w ou ld  s u c c e e d ,  t h e r e  

m i g h t  be  so m e  s o r t  of a  p u b lic  s u b s c r ip t i o n  to  r a i s e  funds  to  b u y  

i t  i f  th e y  w o u ld  o f fe r  to s e l l  i t  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n a b le  su m  th ro u g h  s u c h  

a  S ta te  a g e n c y .  v- -



MEMORANDUM

THE W HITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

S a tu rd a y ,  J u ly  10, 1965 . P a g e

L y n d o n  s te p p e d  in  to s c o tc h  the  id e a  of a n y  F e d e r a l  fu n d s  

p a r t i c i p a t i n g  th ro u g h  a n y  r u r a l  l i b r a r y  o r  s u c h  s c h e m e .  F i r s t  h e  

th o u g h t  nobody  w o u ld  c o m e  th a t  f a r  ou t in  the  c o u n t ry  to  r e a d .  T h e n  

h e  th o u g h t i t  w o u ld n ' t  be  p r o p e r  f o r  F e d e r a l  funds  to  c o m e  to  a n y  

p la c e  th is  c lo s e  to the  F i r s t  F a m i l y ' s  a s s o c i a t i o n .

; So f e e l in g  th a t  w e h a d  m a d e  s o m e  p r o g r e s s  w e  b r o k e  u p  a  

l i t t l e  b e f o r e  11 :00 a n d  s t a r t e d  hom e  -- o dd ly  enough , s a y in g  goodbye  

to A. W. w ho  w a s  le a v in g  the n e x t  d ay  f o r  W ash in g to n .  A nd so  w a s

Don.

L y ndon  w a s  s ta y in g  u n t i l  s o m e t im e  M onday .

I  f e l t  the  p e c u l i a r  s a t i s f a c t io n  o f  a t  l e a s t  h av in g  s t a r t e d  r o l l in g

th e  w h e e ls  on one of the  th in g s  th a t  I  r e a l l y  w a n te d  to a c c o m p l i s h , e v e n

a t  th e  e x p e n s e  o f  m i s s i n g  "G un s m o k e "  on a  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t !


