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We h a d  b r e a k f a s t  a ro u n d  the pool w ith  our M a rs h a l l  g u e s ts  - -  

I  in  m y  bath ing  su it .  And then a  sw im . Then we took them  down to 

the h o u se  w h e re  Lyndon w as  b o rn  w hich  I sh a ll  s t a r t  c a l l in g  the O ld 

Sam John so n  H ouse.

Lyndon in  h is  s u m m a ry  of w hat to do about the Brick H ouse 

h ad  u s e d  the e x p re s s io n  in an  h o n e s t  an d  r a th e r  hum ble  an d  s t r a n g e ly  

a p p e a l in g  w ay  I  thought th a t  th e se  two h o u se s  we f ixed  up  a r e  ju s t  ’

" sho tgun  h o u se s" and  s e e  how m u c h  a t ten t io n  the one in  Jo h n so n  C ity  

i s  a l r e a d y  m ak ing . The Brick H ouse is  a  noble old p lace .  I cou ld  get 

e x c i te d  abou t a  r e s to r a t io n  fo r  i t .  . j

Lyndon load ed  them  w ith  so u v e n irs  and  p ic tu re s  of th e i r  v i s i t  

an d  m ad e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  th e i r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n  b ack  to M a rs h a l l .

And then  in  a  g r e a t  h u r r y  we w e re  off - -  th is  t im e  in  the  '

"Q ueen  A i r "  to Johnson  C ity , land ing  a t  the s t r ip  w ith  J e s s e  and  

G e r r i  W hittington  - -  I c a n ' t  he lp  bu t sm ile  a t  how  thorough ly  w e h av e  

in te g ra te d  c h u rc h  and sch o o l an d  sw im m ing  pool an d  d in n e r  tab le  in  

o u r  s m a l l  v ic in i ty  - -  and  M a ry  M a rg a r e t  V alen ti .  We lan d ed  a t  

M e lv in 's  s t r ip .  T h a t  m u s t  have  th row n the n e w sp a p e r  fo lk s .  We 

m e t  the th re e  A le x a n d e rs  a t  the c h u rc h  door a long  w ith  a l l  of the. 

p h o to g ra p h e rs .  .

Com ing out of the c h u rc h  I w as  a w a re  tha t th e re  w e r e  a  lo t  

of f a m i l i a r  Johnson  C ity  f a c e s .  But th e re  w e re  s u re  a  whole lot of :
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v i s i t o r s  a s  I shook  hands  an d  m ade  g re e t in g s  to  a  lo t of fo lks. They  

n a m e d  towns f ro m  a l l  o v e r  T e x a s  and  S ta tes  f a r  aw ay. The U nited 

S ta tes  is  on the m ove th is  s u m m e r  vacation ing .

, . .,The A le x a n d e rs  d ro v e  hom e w ith  u s ,  an d  we d is c u s s e d  the two 

h o u s e s .  And then  Lyndon a s s e m b le d  the p r e s s  in  the f ro n t  y a rd .  He 

anno u n ced  two m i l i t a r y  a id e s  - -  C olonel C ro s s ,  ou r  p ilo t  fo r  m o re  

than  fo u r  y e a r s  now - -  a  M a jo r  r e a l ly  a t  this  m o m e n t bu t is  going to i ■ t
' V  1

^ i•• ib e c o m e  a  C o lone l on Ju ly  15th a s  A rm e d  S e rv ic e s  Aide. And 

M a jo r  Hugh Robinson a s  a n  A s s is ta n t  A ide. M ajo r  R obinson  is  a  v e r y  |

ta l l ,  f ine  looking  N egro  m a n  - - a  W est P o in t  g ra d u a te  - -  the top j

p e r c e n t  in  h i s  c l a s s  - -  a p p a re n t ly  a  good choice fo r  w hat m u s t  be i

a  d e l ic a te  post.  He i s  the f i r s t  N eg ro  to be a  P r e s id e n t i a l  a id e .

I r e m e m b e r  Lyndon saying , "L in c o ln  s ta r t e d  i t  and  I am  going to 

f in ish  i t . "  ;- ■ ■ -

' And then  they w en t r id in g  a ro u n d  the p lace .

. L i z  h a s  gone fo r  the day  and  I am  defin ite ly  slipping b e c a u se  

I  d id  no t count up a l l  the g u es ts .  And a s  they began  to a s s e m b le  when 

Lyndon b ro u g h t  the C r o s s es and  the R obinsons back , I soon d is c o v e re d  • 

o u r  tab le  fo r  12 w ould be overflow ing. We qu ick ly  put up a n o th e r  

tab le .  ;; I  s a id ,  "S lice  so m e  h a m " ,  in  a  w h isp e r  to G ertrude.. B u t ' ’ . 

n e v e r th e l e s s  fo r  the  19 th a t  s a t  down, the luncheon  w as a  b it  s c a r c e ,  ,

an d  I  fo r  once w as e m b a r r a s s e d  in  m y  house  w h e re  o u r  m e a ls  a r e  :
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u s u a l ly  boun teo u s .

A f te r  lunch , Lyndon took a  l i t t le  nap. And then s t ra n g e ly ,  

h e  sa id ,  " L e t ' s  ju s t  r id e  a ro u n d  the R a n c h e s" .  It su i te d  m e  w o n d erfu lly .  

I  love the boa t,  bu t I d o n 't  love anyth ing  e v e ry  day.

So we le f t  about 6:15 with the C alifanos  and  J e s s e  a n d  V ick ie  

an d  ro a d  o v e r  the L ew is  and  the H a r tm a n  and  the Logan. • ’ i

M rs .  C a lifano  - - young an d  b lond  and  b r ig h t  and sw e e t  - -  

w as  th r i l l e d  by the c o u n try  and  w as  good com pany.

We got on the ta lk ing  m ach in e  an d  a s k e d  Don T h o m as  to ; , ; 

h e l ic o p te r  out to m e e t  u s  a t  the L e w is .  Then  we s a t  on the f r o n t  ; 

p o rc h  in  the ro ck in g  c h a i r s  a s  the m oon c a m e  up and cam e  hom e 

abou t 9:30 fo r  a  good s te a k  d in n e r .

And then w h a t was salve to m y  c o n sc ie n c e ,  we w alked  down to s e e  

O r io le .  F i r s t ,  I  do w an t Lyndon to do som e walking. Second, i t ' s  b een  

a  long t im e  s in c e  w e 'v e  b een  to see  O r io le .  She ge ts  so lo n e so m e .

O u r  v i s i t ,  a  v e r y  s im p le  joy indeed , is  the m o s t  exciting  th ing th a t  

h ap p en s  to h e r  an d  l a s t s  h e r  a  good w hile .

Lyndon p ro m p t ly  p re e m p te d  the bed . But I m ade  h im  m ove  

o v e r .  "B eag le"  w as w ith  u s .  He ge ts  m o re  and  m o re  like  h is  daddy 

e v e r y  day. He h ad  b een  w ith  us  th is  a f te rn o o n  when we w en t r id in g ,  

only  J e s s e  an d  I  v e r y  hap p ily  p e r m i t te d  h im  to r i d e  w ith  the S e c re t  

S e rv ic e .  Lyndon would point out a  r a b b i t  a n d  "B eag le"  would le a v e  the

'N.
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c a r  bounding a n d  b a rk in g  w ith  tha t hound dog b a r k  that is  a  p e c u l ia r

m u s i c  to ou r  e a r s .

I t  w as a  good qu ie t evening, and  i t  had  b een  a  happy w eekend .

;I c a l le d  L uc i and  r e a c h e d  h e r  ju s t  a s  she had  d r iv e n  in  f rom

New Y ork , an d  she w as  bubbling about h e r  s ta y  a t  M a r y  L a s k e r ' s .

She sa id ,  and  th is  th re w  m e  fo r  a  m in u te ,  "Oh M other ,  i t ' s  aw fu l

. to  h av e  to  s le e p  t h e r e . "  I  salid, " L u c i ,  w hat do you m e a n ? "  And she

. s a id ,  :"O h M o th er ,  th e re  i s  so m u ch  to see .  I ju s t  w alk  f ro m  room

: to ro o m  an d  th e re  a r e  P i s s a r r o s  and  M onets  and  R e n o ir s ,  S a lvadore

Da l i s though I  d o n 't  th ink  they  look  l i k e  Da l i s . " And th en  I  sa id ,

" Oh L uc i,  d o n 't  you r e m e m b e r  w hen we w ent th e re  b e fo re  an d  i t  w as

■w onderful?" She sa id , "Y es , 'M o th e r ,  I 'v e  b een  th e re  b e fo re .  But I

n e v e r  knew w hat th e r e  w as  b e fo re  m y  ey es .  "

I do b e l ie v e  the educa tion  we gave h e r  w as not w a s te d  on L u c i.

Lyndon ta lk ed  to h e r  f i r s t ,  and  then he handed  the phone to m e  

say ing ,  ' ' I ' l l  l e t  you r M other  ta lk . S h e 's  l ike  an  old cow when her

c a lf  g e ts  out. She  ju s t  m o o s  and  baw ls  and looks a ro u n d  fo r  h e r ."

MEMORANDUM

If Lyndon h a s  lo s t  a  c e r t a in  som eth ing  the la c k  of the  m o s t  

p o lish e d  e a s t e r n  education , he h as  the com pensa tio n  a t  l e a s t  of the 

e a r th y  e x p re s s io n s  - -  so m e  so a m u s in g  - -  th a t  r e a l ly  sa y  w hat he 

th inks  in  a  c l e a r  way.


