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In s h o r t s  an d  in. a n  open -to p  c a r  Lyndon and  I  and  J e s s e  and

the C a lifan o s  an d  V ickie  s ta r t e d  d r iv in g  a ro u n d  and  we wound up  in

John so n  C ity  - - a  b i t  to m y  d i s c o m f i tu r e  b e c a u se  the house  w a s  open

to the public  an d  we did  w an t to show i t  to the C a lifanos.  And though

I  d o n 't  m in d  m y  p ic tu re  be ing  taken  by  dozens  of John C it iz e n s  and

fa m ily  on th e i r  v ac a t io n s  in  s h o r t s  I do d is l ike  to a p p e a r  in s h o r t s

on the page  o f  a  n e w sp a p e r .

Lyndon h ad  s topped  a t  the bank  to ta lk  b u s in e s s  w ith  A. W.

I d ro v e  the C alifanos  on up and  s to p p ed  a t  the b a c k  door and  s l ip p e d  in

p a s t  m a n y  who did  no t rec o g n iz e  m e . I w as  a n o th e r  M rs .  John  C it izen

on a to u r ,  bu t once in  I in tro d u c e d  them  to o u r  Johnson  C ity  h o s te s s e s

and  s a id  to be s u re  and  show them  ev e ry th in g  and  v an ish e d  in to  J e s s i e

H u n te r 's  b a c k  room  w h e re  ly ing on h e r  bed  w ith  a  cup of coffee I  h ad

a  ch an ce  to r e a d  fo r  the f i r s t  t im e  the r e m a rk a b le  p ic to r ia l  a c c o u n t
C o m m ittee

of the In a u g u ra t io n  w hich  the In a u g u ra l /h a s  gotten  out. : But w hen the, 

c a l l  c a m e  that Lyndon w as  ap p ro a c h in g  and we s ta r t e d  out the d o o r  i t  

only  a p p e a r e d  th a t  e v e ry  l a s t  one of the to u r i s t s  having h e a r d  of m y  

p r e s e n c e  h ad  gone b a c k  to th e ir  c a r s  fo r  the c a m e r a s  an d  l in e d  up by 

the fence  an d  th e re  they  w e re  w aiting  fo r  m e  - -  nothing to do bu t sm ile  

b r a v e ly  an d  w ave a t  everybody  and  say , " I  hope you a r e  hav ing  a  good 

v a c a t io n  t r i p . "   One p e r s o n  sa id , "You m ade o u r  v a c a t io n ."  I  m u r m u r e d  

to a  m a n  snapping  m e ,  "Y ou can  see  I d id n 't  ex p ec t to g e t  m y  p ic tu re
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m a d e  when I  le f t  the h ouse  th is  m o r n in g ."  He sa id ,  "We like  you 

th is  w ay, Lady B ird ."

: F e e l in g  s i l ly  a t  m y s e l f  bu t happy  if i t  had  added  any  sp ic e  to 

th e i r  v aca t io n ,  j  s lip p ed  into the b a c k  s e a t  of the c a r  and  aw ay  we w ent 

to the Sch a r n h o r s t w hile  the C a lifan o s  w e re  a s  d e ligh ted  w ith  the Stage 

C oach  R oad  a s  w e w an ted  them  to be. ■

B ack  a t  hom e we a l l  w en t sw im m ing . The lak e  h a s  o u td is ta n c e d  

o u r  own lo v e ly  pool a s  a  c e n te r  fo r  r e c r e a t i o n  th is  s u m m e r .  In  w anting  

to have  ev e ry th in g  have i t s  t im e  and p lace ;  I w as  g lad  to ge t  s o m e  sun 

a n d  e x e r c i s e  in  our  own b a c k  y a rd .  I h ad  30 laps  fo r  e x e r c i s e .  And 

then , ev e ry b o d y  hav ing  d r if te d  away, I had  a  quiet ta lk  w ith  Lyndon 

\ ab o u t  J a c k  V a len tis  leav in g . T h a t  w ill  be a blow. H e 's  su ch  a  balm --  

a  s o la c e  to Lyndon, and  q u ick  on a l l  jobs .  And Dick Goodwin does  a  

skillfu l, job of w r i t in g  tha t I see  no r e p la c e m e n t  fo r  h im  r ig h t  now. I 

w is h  they w e re  bo th  s tay ing . D ick Goodwin w an ts  to leav e  to teach .

■ A f te r  lunch  Lyndon took a  nap, and  then w ith  the im pend ing  

d e p a r tu r e  to W ashington  hanging  o v e r  h im , he rode  a ro u n d  w ith  Don 

T h o m a s  and  J e s s e .

I had  p lanned  fo r  C ac tu s  and  Jew el a n d  the J a c k  B a l s e r z e n s  to 

a r r i v e  a b o u t  6:30 to g e th e r  w ith  L iz  and  J e s s e  and  me. We wou ld  d is c u s s  

the  p o s s ib i l i ty  of a  d o c u m e n ta ry  on TV fo r  A u s tin  th is  F a l l  on 

b e a u tif ic a t io n .  T hey  c a m e  ju s t  in  t im e  to get to say  he llo  and  goodbye .
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to Lyndon in  h is  c i ty  c lo th e s .  I  a lm o s t  look upon them  a s  fighting  

u n ifo rm s  th ese  d ay s .  And i t  is  a  l i t t le  sad  to say  goodbye to h im  

h ead ing  b a c k  to the c i ty  of t ro u b le s ,

• F in a l ly  a f t e r  30 y e a r s  I com e to the co n c lu s io n  th a t  he can  

r e t i r e  w hen th is  job is  o v e r .  B ut he le a v e s  b ra v e ly  an d  we s e t t l e d  

c o m fo r ta b ly  a ro u n d  the pool fo r  a  d r in k  w hile  I ou tlined  the f a m i l i a r  

b e lo v ed  s to r y  of the b e a u t ie s  of A u s tin  to g e th e r  w ith  i t s  p ro b le m s  

a n d  i t s  p o ten t ia l  an d  the changes  and  rev iew  so m e  of the th ings  tha t  

w e r e  in  the a i r  and  a l i t t l e  of the co n fe ren c e  on n a tu r a l  beau ty .

: The tw iligh t w as too en tic ing . We a l l  got in  a n  open c a r  an d  

ro d e  a ro u n d  o v e r  the Ranch. C ac tus  is  good com pany. I t ' s  b een  su ch  

a  long tim e I 'v e  seen  h im . I m i s s  KTBC and the people  who m a k e  i t  . 

up. ' ., . ■

N ancy Heunch m an  on a  p an e l  an d  the n a tu ra l  co n fe ren c e  on b eau ty  

h a d  s u g g e s te d  th a t  lo c a l  TV s ta t io n s  do a d o c u m en ta ry  on th e i r  own hom e 

town. And I who no lo n g e r  has any  r e a l  a u th o r i ty  o v er  KTBC, though 

I  cou ld  a t  l e a s t  su g g e s t  i t  - -  goodness  knows, we get a  d e sk  fu ll  of 

m a i l  su g g es tin g  a l l  s o r t s  of p r o g ra m s  - -  and  the p lace  to b eg in  any  

good w o rk  is  r ig h t  a t  y o u r  own f ro n t  door. I  r e a l iz e  i t ' s  w alk ing  a  b i t  

of a  t ig h t rope  am ong c iv ic  g ro u p s ,  am ong  c u s to m e r s ,  an d  on c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

i s s u e s  such  a s  zoning. But A u s tin  i s  su ch  a  p re c io u s  p lace  - -  a  c i ty  th a t  

one c a n  f a l l  in  love w ith . And I  w ant to p lan t m y  few seed  to h e lp



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N O T O M

M onday , Ju ly  12, 1965 P a g e  4

p r e s e r v e  w h a t 's  good and  m ake i t  b e t te r .

L iz  w as a s  u su a l  the roundup  g i r l  - -  the one who ra c k e d  i t  up* 

t r i e d  to la y  i t  out and  get everybody  s ta r te d .  She an d  Lyndon h a d  been  

so  funny a t  lunch. She h ad  gone in  o v e r  the w eekend  fo r  a  f a m ily  

reu n io n ,  an d  Lyndon who a lw ay s  b e l ie v e s  tha t n ew sp a p e r  people  a r e  

r e a l l y  h e a d e d  fo r  the H e a d l in e rs  Club and  no t to see  th e ir  d e a r  o ld  

Aunt, t r i e d  to m ak e  h e r  a d m it  she  h ad  b een  to the H e a d l in e rs  Club 

w h ich  she  r e a d i ly  d id  spending  a  happy  Sunday w ith  f ive  o r  s ix  

b r o th e r s  an d  s i s t e r s  a n d  th e i r  p ro g en y  - -  som e 31 a s s o r t e d  S o u th e r la n d s, ̂  

s he had  le f t  to go to the H e a d l in e r 's  Club and  th e re  had  m e t  a  w e a ry ,  

b e d ra g g le d ,  s u n b u r n e d ,  f r u s t r a t e d  p r e s s  who t r a i l e d  in  one by  one ' 

f ro m  a  Sunday a f te rn o o n  of P r e s id e n t  hunting up and  down the r iv e r , ̂ - 

w o n d e r in g  why on e a r th  they  co u ld n 't  f ind u s  and  a  l i t t le  i rk e d  th a t  

we h a d n ' t  gone n e a r  the r iv e r  on Sunday.

We h a d  a  c a n d le - l i t  d in n e r  out by the pool w ith  a  w a n t in g  m oon  

r is in g .  W e did a s  m u ch  a s  we could  to push  the d o c u m e n ta ry  a t  th is  

s ta g e  a n d  then got an  e a r ly  n igh t's s lee p  fo r  m y  second  w eek  a t  h o m e .


