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It w as a  fu ll day of d e c o ra tin g , - -  one of the m a in  th ings I cam e 

to the R anch  fo r .

N ancy N egley  a r r iv e d  a t  9:30 b rin g in g  W eldon She ffie ld  w ith  

h e r ,  the San A ntonio d e c o ra to r .  I  had  the w a lls  of the d in ing  room  

a t  the R anch  lin ed  w ith  p a in tin g s  th a t had  n ev e r  y e t found a  hom e - -  

la m p s , d e c o ra tiv e  o b je c ts , th e  s o r t  of th ings th a t one a c c u m u la te s  

fro m  a  p o li t ic a l  t r ip  to B row nw ood o r  a  v is i t  to T h a ilan d , a  w ide ran g e  

th a t m ig h t ad d  c o lo r  o r  in te r e s t  to th is  house  o r the Sch a rn h o rs t  o r  the 

L ew is  o r  the H aywood. And we ra n g ed  fro m  room  to room  beg inn ing  .
' . ■ . ■ ' ■

u p s ta i r s  an d  m oving , p lac in g , d ec id in g , having the s o r t  of  good tim e  

th a t only a  b o rn  h o u sew ife  can  u n d e rs ta n d .

T hen  we sto p p ed  fo r  a  souffle  lunch , and  I had  a s m a ll  nap  w hile  

N ancy and  W eldon con tinued .

T hen  w e d ro v e  o v e r  to the L ew is  w ith  John W illiam  K le in  an d  

a  s ta tio n w ag o n  fu ll of p ro p s . We ta lk e d  abou t c u r ta in s  fo r  i t  and  an  

an tiq u e  pine tab le  fro m  so m e p io n ee r  k itch en  to h igh lig h t the lo v e ly  

w a ll  hang ing . And we r e tu rn e d  to the R anch ab o u t 6:00.

T hen w e h e lic o p te re d  o v er to the Haywood and P a t  T a y lo r  and  

John  W illiam  fo llow ed  us w ith  an  a s s o r tm e n t  of c o lo rfu l th ings - -  

p a in tin g s , la m p s , wood c a rv in g s , th a t m ig h t add  life  to the p lace  

w h e re  we now spend  so m an y  of o u r ev en in g s.

B ut f i r s t  we w en t out on the b o a t and  in  the tw iligh t s lo w ly  m ade
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o u r w ay down the L lano  R iv e r  to the confluence w ith  the  C o lo rad o .

And th is  is  w h e re  I h e a rd  abou t the la rg e  house  th a t we had  a l l  a d m ire d  

on top of the ro c k s  th a t looks lik e  i t  g row s out of the ro c k s . I t is  

ow ned by som e peop le  n am ed  E r s h e l .  He is  the son  of the E r s h e l  

who w as k idnapped  so m e y e a rs  ago . T he w ife is  a  good f r ie n d  o f  

N a n c y 's  an d  W eldon had  done the house  fo r  them .

N ancy and  L iz  and  I d iv ed  off the b o a t b ack  c lo se  to the H ayw ood 

h o u se , an d  I sw am  a l l  the w ay a c r o s s  the r iv e r  to touch the o p p o site  

b o a t h o u se  land ing  an d  saw  the nam e of the people  who ow ned i t  - -  

H. B . C ra s e .  And then  sw am  b ack  fee lin g  v e ry  m u ch  in  co m m an d  of 

m y s e lf  an d  life  by som e p h y s ic a l e x e rtio n .

J u s t  then  John  W illiam  K lein  and  P a t T a y lo r  jo in ed  u s  so  that 

th ey  co u ld  have a  ta s te  of the fun. We b o a ted  u p s tre a m  w hile  the m oon 

r o s e .  And th en  b ac k  to have d in n e r  a t  9:00 on the pa tio .

T he m o s t  s ig n if ic a n t p a r t  of the day of c o u rse  h ad  b e en  an  

in te r ru p t io n  w hich  L iz  in  a  m o s t m o th e r ly  fa sh io n  had  h e rd e d  u s  in to  - -  

n o t th a t I  w as going to fo rg e t  i t ,  bu t L iz  rem in d e d  us a t  le a s t  th re e  

tim e s  to convene a ro u n d  the TV s e t  an d  w atch  Lyndon on h is  new s 

c o n fe re n c e .

T h e re  w e re  th re e  m a in  p ie c e s  of new s - -  the ap p o in tm en t of a  

new  U. S. S o lic ito r  G e n e ra l - -  th a t 's  the  th ird  ran k in g  p o s t in  the  J u s t ic e  

D e p a rtm e n t and  i t 's  T h u rg o o d  M a rs h a ll  - -  the f i r s t  N egro  to h o ld  such

,1



MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE
W A S H I N G T O N

T u e sd ay , Ju ly  13, 1965 P ag e  3

3

a  p o s t—  the g ra n d so n  of a  s la v e  - -  a  m an  w ith  a  w o n d erfu l r e c o rd .
. ■

That Lyndon fe e ls  he can  be s u re ly  p ro u d  of. And then  seco n d  - -  a n d ' 

th is  g iv es  m e p a r t ic u la r  p le a s u re  - -  L e o n a rd  M ark s  to be the new 

h e a d  of the USIA re p la c in g  C a r l  Row an. W e 'll have to tak e  so m e 

knocks on th a t one b e ca u se  he h a s  fo r  long re p re s e n te d  K TBC. B ut 

h is  w o rk  on e d u ca tio n a l te le v is io n  in  P a k is ta n  an d  P ango  P ango , on 

th e  founding b o a rd  of the C o m m u n ica tio n s  S a te llite  C o rp o ra tio n , and  

h is  b ra in s  a n d  e n e rg y  a l l  m ak e  i t  w o r th  the knocks we w ill ge t. T he 

New Y o rk  T im e s  d e s c r ib e d  him  a s  bouncy  and  b r i l l ia n t .  : We n ee d  a  

lo t  of th a t s o r t  in  th is  A d m in is tra tio n  - -  and  in  any  A d m in is tra tio n . 

And th en  th ird , a  v e ry  a t t r a c t iv e  w om an, P en e lo p e  H a r tla n d  T h u n b e rg  

P h . D. , P h i B e ta  Kappa, good looking  - -  a s  a  U nited  S ta te s  T a r if f  

C o m m is s io n e r .

T he m o s t d ra m a tic  p a r t  of the co n fe ren c e  w as the r e fe r e n c e  

to  D ean R usk . Som ehow  o r  o th e r  they  keep  on need lin g  h im  th e se  

l a s t  two w eek s - -  a lm o s t  try in g  to u n d e rm in e  h im  and to se e k  h is  

r e s ig n a tio n  - -  the  p r e s s  does . T hey  a sk e d  if  he  fo re s e e s  any  su ch  

re s ig n a tio n  in  the m o n th s  to jco m e . T he P re s id e n t  re p lie d , "N one 

w h a te v e r . I th ink  you do a  g re a t  dam age and  g re a t  d is s e rv ic e  to one 

of the m o s t  ab le  an d  co m p e ten t an d  m o s t d ed ica ted  m en  I  have e v e r  

known - -  S e c r e ta ry  R u sk . ■ He s i ts  to  m y  r ig h t in  the C ab in e t R oom , , 

he  ra n k s  f i r s t  in  the  C ab in e t, and  he ra n k s  f i r s t  w ith  m e . "
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I  f e l t  lik e  r is in g  fro m  m y  c h a ir  and  c lapp ing .

L a te r  w hen we ta lk e d  th a t n igh t I cou ld  te l l  h im  I h ad  l ik e d  i t  . 

and  a l l  the p a r t s  I  lik ed  p a r t ic u la r ly  - -  m aybe a  l i t t le  slow , m ay b e  

no t enough sp ic e  o r  la u g h te r  - -  b u t so lid  good - -  I w ould depend  upon 

th a t m an  if  I w e re  John  C itiz e n  looking  in  on fro m  m y  liv in g  ro o m .

T he p r e s s  h a s  b e e n  b o ilin g  th e se  l a s t  few  days w ith  S c h le s in g e r 's  

a c c o u n t of how  L yndon b e c a m e  V ice P re s id e n t .  E v e ry b o d y 's  got to have 

h is  s a y  ab o u t it . E v e ry b o d y  bu t u s .

B ac k  a t  the  R an ch  by  10:00 w e sa id  goodnight to N ancy. She 

i s  su ch  a  d ear,' e a sy  fr ie n d . I enjoy o u r days to g e th e r  even  if  we n e v e r , 

ta lk  in  b e tw een  fo r  m o n th s  on end. V

And then  I f in ish e d  m y  good A gatha C h r is t ie m y s te ry  and  w ent 

to  s le e p . :


