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It w as m y day for w ork on m y talking m achine. I spent m o st  

of i t  in  m y litt le  back bedroom  doing w ork that should have been  done 

over m any days. Then som etim e in the early  afternoon cam e a to lling  

b e ll that a r r e s ts  f ir s t  your h eart and then your thinking. A fla sh  over  

the r adio that A dlai Stevenson had co lla p sed  walking in a park in  London 

in  Grosv e n o r  Square with M arietta T ree and died a lm o st im m ed ia te ly . 

A fter that the day went on just as we had planned but with m y m ind  

ab sent thinking about the m orta lity  of  m an, even the m o st im portant

m en, the tim es  I had spent with him . How v ery  m uch I lik ed  h im . How
: 

w ould the U. N. get along without him .

I w ent to the litt le  beauty parlor in Stonew all putting one foot in  

front o f the oth er , sleepw alking a b it. . It's n ice they have one there  

now; Knowing how h eav ily  th is fe l l  upon Lyndon - -  the death of som eone  

who in  sp ite  of how v ery  d ifferent they w ere , he lik ed  a lot, of Lyndon's 

Own h eart attack, of th e rushing im p eratives to appoint som eone to fit  

hi s  post.-

It w as cloudy and we could hope for rain. We needed it  very  , 

m uch. But for the night, p erson ally , I hoped it would hold off until 

10:00 b ecau se we had invited a ll the p ro fesso rs  from  the U n iv ersity  of 

T exas who had w orked together on the litt le  booklet ca lled  "A P r e s id en t's  

C ountry'',. ' 

__ , ■  ̂ ...^
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They cam e at 6:30 with the bright, get-th in gs-d on e Jack M aguires

3

without whom the book would never have been thought of or have reached the  

p r e s s e s .  The H enderson Shufflers. H e's the h istorian  - -  back that is  

to the b eg innings of T exas. And then the anthropologists - -  I suppose  

that's the right word - -  the N ewcom bs and C urtis Tunnell. T heir  

chapter w as the r e a l o ld -t im e rs , the Red m en, and it appears that 

they had b een  in the P ed ern a les  v a lley  about 12, 000 y ea rs . And then  

the land i t s e lf  - -  the flora  and fauna - -  "w here the d eer and the paisano 

play." They   co llaborated  with Newcom b on th is.

And D rury A lexander, the arch itect. He d escrib ed  the G erm an  

a rch itectu re  and its  blending with the old South. And the g eo lo g ists  - -  

P e te r  Flawn who did a lm o st m y favorite  chapter, "The E v er la stin g  

Land". And then there w ere  the p u b lish ers, the d es ig n ers , photographers. 

And the Mac P a tsc h e ls . H e's a B r itish er  who has only b een  in th is  

country a  few  y ea rs , but w h o se draw ings are  delightful.

V We had cock ta ils  and sp arerib s around the pool and noches  

sp e c ia ls . And a red isc o v ery  of T exas - -  som e o f the b e s t  con versation  

I've had in w eek s. No protocol w as p o ssib le . So we filled  our p lates  

with barbeque and sat down at tables of s ix  or four.

r_ Am ong the in terestin g  s to r ie s  w as one H enderson Shouffler told  

m e about the qua lity  of m en who w ere the founding fath ers in W ashington- 

on- the- B razo s in 1836. Quite a few  graduates from  H arvard and Y ale
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he told m e. G eorge W ashington's great-great nephew w as am ong the 

s e tt le r s  c lo se  to there som ew here on the B razo s . And the only T exas  

Senator who refu sed  to ratify  the treaty  bringing T exas into the United  

States in 1845 was, the grandson of Benjam in Franklin . ,

Som ething that excited  m e w as C urtis T unnell's story  about 

ca v es  in the Tran s P a c o s  a rea , m ost of which w ill soon /be co v ered  when  

 the r e se r v o ir  of the A m istad  Dam backs up. There are  pictographs  

in  them m ade by m en 4, 000 y ea rs  ago according to the carbon te s ts .

T h eir  co lo rs  a re  s t i l l  v iv id  - -  reds and b lack s. They show hunting 

sc e n e s  - -  m en  hunting d eer w ith long sp ea rs  with flin t points. Bow s 

and arrow s w eren 't invented til around 500 A. D.  T h e r e are scenes o f Gods, 

or sh am an  as they often ca ll them , som e h ilariou s ones of fish in g  sc e n e s  

w ith the ca tfish  8 fee t long. We wondered if  the catfish  actu a lly  grew  

that long in those days of if  this p articu lar fish erm an  w as lik e  so  m any  

and just using h is  im agination  about that f ish  he had caught.

In the ca v es  are a lso  elephant bones and sandals and corn  cobs  

of tiny .corn. They a r e ,a ll  on land owned by ran ch ers. , None of it  by 

the F ed era l Governm ent or the State Governm ent. The ran ch ers had 

in  m any in stan ces been v e r y  coop erative and n ice to the an thropolog ists  

and sc ie n tis ts  that com e out on expeditions from  U n iv ers it ie s . But they  

are getting a litt le  tired  of having the gate le ft  open and the ca ttle  and 

the sheep getting out.. And an o cca sio n a l tourist w ondering in asking.
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if  they can't just look  for an arrow  head or a c lay  pot for their litt le  

grandson back hom e. And then the w aters of the A m istad  r e se r v o ir  

w ill creep  over it a l l  in  three or four y ea rs . And not even  B ill D ouglas 

or Stew art U dall are  ra isin g  a hue and cry  to stop it.

' .  I a sk ed  C urtis Tunnell if  he had ever been in a cave and found 

p ictu res that he fe lt  no human had seen  in hundreds and hundreds of " 

y e a r s . And he grinned m o st delightfu lly  and said, "Y es”, he had.

T h ere w as one cave that w as so  in a c c e ss ib le  they named it "No Goat 

Cave" b ecau se not even any goat could get into it. But he d ev ised  a 

. w ay by c lim b in g  a tree  - -  sapling - -  that would bend over when h is  

w eight got c lo s e  to the top at such a point that he could drop into the 

. lip  of the cave and then secu re  a rope and with help below  m ade h i s   

w ay out. And in it  he had found and photographed exciting  things.

I loved  it  a l l  and w as ready to g o  tom orrow ! A ll of it  m akes  

m e think of the m any things I sh a ll find to do with m y day and m y en ergy  

when I  once m ore liv e  h ere . And m ore and m ore I b e liev e  it  i s  

p o ss ib le , even happy, for L yndon to r e tire  when we fin ish  th is job.

And God help us to fin ish  it.

The m ain point of the evening w as to say thank you to a l l  of th ese  

people fo r  an ex trem ely  high c la s s  liter a te , beautiful job about a land  

I lo v e . I w as disappointed to find that only about 8 ,0 0 0  co p ies  of the 

book had been so ld . The U n iversity  p re ss  does not attem pt to
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co m m erc ia lize , it seek s  no outlet, no ad vertisin g  apparently. I think 

that i s  reg retta b le . I w ish  they would make it availab le in e v e r y  p lace  

that s e l ls  sou ven irs and a lso  in B rentanos.

But it w as a good evening and a job I w as glad to do.

I had had c a lls  from  both Lynda and L uci that afternoon! Luci, 

saying she w as going straight hom e from  work to com fort h er  Daddy, to 

be on hand for anything she could do for h im . 'Lynda, in tea rs , talking 

about A dlai and how m uch she had liked  him , the la s t  tim e they had 

b een  together. And she wanted to com e and be with us for w hatever  

s e r v ic e s  there w ere . And then a long, long talk about h er stay  

a t the Grand Tetons w hich has lengthened from  three or four days to 

a w eek. In fact B rent E astm an, whom I had found so attractive  th is  

sum m er, has m ade it  an in terestin g  tim e for Lynda B ird  - -  on the 

raft down the Snake R iver, at a square dance, at a cam pfire p icn ic .

H er con versa tion  w as fu ll of h im .

So I w ent to bed fee lin g  o lder and tired er - -  glad that I had 

m et a facet of the U n iversity  of T exas - -  bright and liv e ly  fa ce t and 

said  thank you. And m y thought winging toward Lyndon for whom; 

this had so m any im p lication s.

I ca lled  him , but it w asn 't a v e r y  sa tis fa c to ry  ca ll - -  hurried . • 

I cannot com fort over the phone. I told him I wanted to cut sh ort m y  

trip  and return for s e r v ic e s  w henever and w h erever.


