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It w a s a day o f planning for  the fu ture - -  w rapping up lo o s e

"  ̂ ' ' .yu ■ . . •
en d s - -  the la s t  day of m y  tr u n c a te d  v a ca tio n  w hich  I had hoped w ould

be two w eek s  p lu s an ex tra  w eek en d . But I w ant to be r igh t by L yndon's

s id e  w hen he g o es  to any s e r v ic e  fo r  A d la i.

F i r s t  - -  and th is i s  the lon g , long future - -  it  w as a ta lk  w ith

C lark  C liffo rd  about the Lyndon B a in es  Johnson L ib r a r y . A m e e tin g

y e s te r d a y  a ftern oon  b etw een  r e p r e se n ta t iv e s  of the U n iv e r s ity , h ead ed

by B i l l  H eath  and F ran k  E rw in  and o f A r ch iv es  and of the GSA and of

C lark . It had not begun too w e ll . And through th ree  h ou rs had gotten

p r o g r e s s iv e ly  b e tter  and had wound up so  good that I'm  a lm o s t  a fra id

to b e lie v e  it .  A le t te r  from  the U n iv e r s ity  con ta in s the c le a r  s ta tem en t

to b u ild  a sep a ra te  build ing to h ou se  the L ib ra ry . T h is  is  w hat I w ant.

And then m uch of it  i s  about the School of P u b lic  S e r v ic e . And that i s

w hat Lyndon v e r y  m uch w an ts.

C la rk  sa id , "You do not w ant to put the ch ick en  in  the p o t y e t

b e c a u se  w e do not have it  caught. But w e do have i t  c o rn er e d . "

T h ey  a re  taking the le t te r  back and the r e s t  of the R eg en ts  m u st

ap p rove  it ,  and th ey  m ight not! B ut i f  they  do i t ' s  up to u s . Our ap p rova l

w ou ld  be qu ick . It a lr ea d y  con ta in s w hat the GSA and A r ch iv es  w ant.

M uch o f the day w as sp en t going around w ith  John W illiam

; K le in  and W eaze  D eathe to the Sch a rn h orst and the L ew is , c lea n in g

and p la c in g  and a rran g in g  and b righ ten in g  up and planning r e fu rb ish in g .
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D ear W eeze is  gettin g  to be our c h ie f  p u rch asin g  a g en t now that " ' 

L o u ise  i s  no lo n g er  h e r e .

And then about 4 :00 , Mr.' K ellam  had planned on having a l l  

the coach in g  sta ff  for the U n iv e r s ity  p lu s th eir  w iv e s  and ch ild ren  

(th e ir  w iv e s  and ch ild ren  he sa id  n ev er  get a sk ed  anyw h ere and the 

c o a c h e s  a r e  ju st s im p ly  o v erw h elm ed  w ith  in v ita tio n s - -  g lu tted ,  

b o red  w ith  them  - -  but s o  th ey  r e a lly  a p p rec ia te  th e ir  ch ild ren  

e s p e c ia l ly  gettin g  to co m e a lo n g ). So th ere w as going to be sw im m in g  

and ex p lo r in g  and m ayb e fish in g  - -  a l l  of it  ou td oors.

V- B ut the b ig  thunder c lou d s darkened  the sky and the ra in  b eg a n  

to  pour. And h e r e  w e w ere  w ith  about 75 p eop le  bn the porch es, in  the  

th ree  liv in g  r o o m s . And fin a lly  M ary and G ertrude and L iz  v a llia n t ly  

c o n c o c ted  an  in sta n t ca b a ret in  the ca r  p ort - -  r ed  c h eck ered  tab le  

c lo th e s  on b r id g e  ta b les , fo ld ing  c h a ir s  and paper napkins.

But it  w as a fun tim e and a lo t o f gay, a ttra c tiv e  p eop le .

R oy  W hite had com e out to ta lk  to m e on b u s in e s s  and w e had  

s lip p ed  aw ay  to the back  bedroom  to d is c u s s  w hat I hope w ill  be m y  

fin a l bu ild in g  e x p e r ie n c e  - -  en la rg in g  our two b ed room s L yndon's  

and m in e - -  into r e a lly  am p le  s iz e  roo m s w hich  I hope w ill  m ak e u s  

happy for  the r e s t  of our l iv e s .  What do I w ant in  m y  ro o m ?  R oy * 

a sk e d  m e . I to ld  him  a v iew , a f ir e p la c e , a  lo t  of b o o k sh e lv es  and  

a  p la ce  fo r  m y d esk . B ut I w ant am p le  c lo s e t  sp ace  - - t h a t  g o e s  w ithout
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sa y in g . W ell, i t ' s  p re tty  darn hard  to get f o r  the on ly  v iew  a v a ila b le  - 

from  that p a r ticu la r  room  is  of e ith er  the ca rp o rt or the paved parking  

a r e a  look in g  e a s t !

R oy did co m e  up w ith  a r e v is e d  p lan  w h ich  did in clu d e the 

f ir e p la c e  - -  an a t h e ma to Lyndon - -  an  u ltim a te  lu xu ry  to m e . I w a s  

born  in  a h o u se  w ith  a f ir e p la c e  in  e v e r y  room , and I lo v e  to go to bed  

and s e e  the lig h t f lic k e r in g  on the c e il in g  from  the la s t  dying e m b e r s .  

M aybe I ' l l  g e t  the f ir e p la c e  and sh a re  h is  v iew  of the r iv e r  from  the

b a y  w in d ow s. V'v- V'.';

; T hen  b ack  w e w en t to jo in  the 75 - -  a t le a s t  th re e -fo u r th s  

c h ild re n . I sa t w ith  the a ttra c tiv e  D a r r e ll  R o y a ls . H is p re tty  daughter  

ju st  m a r r ie d  Chick K azen 's  son , and th is su m m er sh e  i s  w ork ing in  the 

C ap ita l in  John C o n n a lly 's  new  program  to a ttra c t to u r ism .

At e a ch  of the m ajor  en tra n ces  o f T ex a s  - -  from  A rk a n sa s , /from  

O klahom a,- from  L o u is ia n a , from  M ex ico  - -  a t s ev e n  p la c e s  - -  John h a s  

had e r e c te d  an a ttr a c tiv e  l it t le  h o u se  w e ll  lan d sca p ed  m ark ed , " T o u r ist  

Inform ation"  - -  th eir  sta ff, b r igh t, p retty  c o lle g e  g ir ls ,  a rm ed  w ith  

b ro ch u res  on ev ery th in g  from  h is to r ic  h o m es to b u ried  tr e a su r e  and 

old  ca ttle  t r a i ls ,  the g a y e st  night c lu b s and the m o s t  u n d isco v e r ed  

can yon s and m ou n ta in s. And m o s t ly  a rm ed  w ith  a sm ile  and a  w e lc o m e .  

And then th ere i s  such  a p la ce  in  the C ap ito l bu ild ing i t s e l f  w h ere  ■, - 

D a r r e ll's  daughter w o r k s .  J o h n  i s  r e a lly  taking aim  at edu cation ,an d  '
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a t to u r ism . ■

The g u e s ts  le f t  e a r ly  - -  th ere w ere  so  m any ,s leep y  ch ild ren .

And L iz  and J e s s e  and I sa t around in  the liv in g  room  w aitin g  for

10:30 to co m e  w hen w e w ould f ly  in  the "Queen A ir^" to D a lla s  and

th e r e  to m ak e co n n ectio n s  to W ashington. T h is  w as m y  tim e to ta lk

w ith  J e s s e  — the r o ck  o f our life  - -  on p e r so n n e l at the R anch, o n

m ak in g  su r e  that the D av is' ch ild ren  got paid  for the h ou rs th ey  I

w o rk ed  through th eir  m oth er or in  so m e  w ay. T h ey  r e tr ie d  to g e t , !

a s c h o la r sh ip  fo r  John W illiam  K lein . And fa ilin g  that to o ffer  h im  ;

' w J  ' ' ^a lo n g -te r m  loan  to help  him  through c o lle g e . If he d o esn 't m ake it  •

w e w ant h im  righ t h e r e  a s  an un d erstu dy  for h is  fa th er . |

. J e s s e  h a s  r e a lly  added to h is  m any d u tie s  tha t of m a jo r  dom o

and c h ie f  h o u se k e e p e r  o f  th a t  sp ra w lin g  e sta b lish m en t - -  the L B J  R anch - -

w h ich  I have ab d ica ted  s in c e  m ovin g  into the W hite H ou se . He i s  one of 

the in d isp e n sa b le , d ea r ly  lo v ed  p a rts  of m y  lif e .

And so  w e le a v e  w ith  m an y th ings done, and so m e  undone - -  the 

keen  s e n se  of the u n certa in ty  of l i f e .  But the rev iv in g  s e n se  of an  

a n c ien t ra in . O nly a ran ch er  cou ld  know how im portant that ca n  be - -   

to  o n e 's  fra m e  of m ind.

B e c a u se  o f L iz  b e in g  a lon g  I h ave gotten  tw ice  a s  m uch done a s  

I w ould  o th e r w ise  - -  not to m en tion  having m o re  fun.


